
Desire shootout: vy glad to know the IACP condemned. Soned4 	,,Aat that report. I can Laaeine theae cops nhocting. at each other with Rio trouble. 

Very good question on the nunuerin the Kaplan m4g shot. I don't know the answer and don't recall the date of arrest. however 41 I think he was convicted before 1963. You are correct on the date of the Vidal murder — if it is Vidal who was murdered. I believe I told you I was asked to collaborate on a book, by a i4exican writer. Decline. She has lengthy interviews, reports some with unnamed lawyers Jther than those identified in U3 press and with JK. I doubt her/Garrison/Turner concept this in part of JFK case, but I also have a tip about one Jack Ac"innon, CIA. Is he known to. you? Ripley did mood job. I an almost certain I have some info on the IicCreery aviation outfit in the appendix of COUP, partly from investigations by the PBI and Secret Service of a "iuuteman threat vs JFK. I've forgotten the name of the major interest hence can't check pinpoint now. Includes cropdusting activities. 

Notes on Van Demmi  vy interesting. San Diego makes me wonder was he"arines? The quote from the Bureau is irrelevant. Their reports could have been requested by and supplied directly to him if he had the proper assignment and he could have gotten them through i!military channels. The evasiveness makes he suspect they supplied than to him. That story was unreported here...Review Inside will be returned as Soon as I copy. 	calls to supper. Lest, and many thanks, 



Passages marked not included 
in version carried by SFChronicle, 
same date, already sent you. 

Number in photo also omitted. 
Does "63" refer to year? Vidal's 
body found Nov 1961. (Column 3.) 

Vasilios B. Choulos is partner 
in Belli law firm (Belli, Ashe, 
Ellison, Choulos & Lieff). 
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Hqw gn'Heir Escaped Jail—by Air 

By ANTHONY RIPLEY 
siactai to mi. New stet 

DENVER, Sept. 5—There is 
a world of international ad-
venturers, of would-be sol-
diers of fortune who, for a 
price, can be hired to take on 
the most outlandish schemes 
—from aerial bombing of a 
Latin American capital to 
training a mercenary army. 

It is a world populated by 
part-time private investiga-
tors, by restless former mem-
bers of the United States 
Army Special Forces, by ex-
convicts and by citizens who 
hold respectable jobs and 
occasionally disappear for a 
few weeks. 
A It was a man known In 
this world, Victor E. Stadter, 
a 50-year-old Californian, 
who was at the controls of a 
small rented airplane thet 
landed at Brownsville, Tex., 
shortly before midnight on 
Aug. 18 to add the last touch 
to an extraordinary prison 

Customs at Brownsville that , 
they were arriving and they 
were met, searched and then 
cleared. Kaplan is now said 
to be in the United States in 
hiding. 	. 

i

Sources - in the paramili-
tary underground said the 

,Feiginal estimate of the cost 
iof the rescue was $50,000. 
1Whether that figure includes 

i
full payment for his rescuers 
is not known. 

Mr. Stadter, who ap-
parently masterminded the 
escape, was reached by tele-
phone at his home in Glen-
dora, Cant. 

"Not another person alive 
knows this story but me," he 
said. "We were very careful 
so that no one person would 
know everything." 

He added with a dash of 
cockiness that the rescue was 
"just a day's work, I've been' 
doing this for 20 years." 

Of Kaplan, he said that 
"Joel needs help" and that 
he would be kept in hiding 
until things quieted down. 

In Sausalito, Calif., where 

('ees'ne-i on Pare 2. Column 1 

Kaplan's sister, al-s Tiriel: 
Dowis. lives ir- 1 hie e''''e-“' 
misienegyle house, there was 
an air of relief last week. 

"I couldn't be happier," 
said Mrs. Dowis, a 40-year-
old divorcee. 

She said her understand-
ing was that her brother 
could not claim his inherit-
ance, held at the United 
States Trust Company in New 
York. unless he was legally 
in the' United States. 

The administrator of the 
trust, Barry Waldorf. con-
tacted by telephone in New 
York. said only: "I 'ant not 
free to give you any kind of 
a comment on anything to do 
with his affairs." 

Not Sought by F.B.I. 
A spokesman for the 

United States Department of 
Justice said that Kaplan is 
not sought by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

tattle formal interest has 
been shown by the Mexican 
Government in obtaining the 

rn of Kaplan. 
And in Mexico City, his at-

torney, Victor Velazquez. 74, 
said that no Mexican law had 
been broken in the escape. 

He explained that there 
is a gap in Mexican law re- 

It is only-  'it crime to break 
out of priton If violence is 
used. 

"No violence was used," 
Stadter said. "There was 

nothing extra legal." 
Mr. Velazquez said he was 

very happy that Kaplan had 
been freed because he was 
convinced he was innocent. 
He added, with a touch of 
humor, that it "is in keeping 
with the age of Apollo to es-
cape upWards." 

Served In War 
Those who knew Kaplan 

before his conviction said he 
was intrigued by what one 
man called ."the swamp of 
Caribbean politics" when .he 
began working in his late 
father's sugar and Molasses 
business after serving in the 
Navy in World War II. Kap-
lan grew up in Ridgefield, 

onn., and attended the New 
1 Mexico Military Institute, 

"His only interest was pol-
1 ,itics," said one source who 

as known him many years. 
The same source said he 

'was fond of intrigue and dis-
Iguises and that he had used 
false glasses and a British 
seaman's identity when he en-
tered Mexico in 1961. He was 
with three ether men, one of 
them a business associate, 
Luis M. Vidal Jr., whom Mr. 
Velazquez described as a 
gun-runner. 
Strange Business Connections 

Kaplan at the time was 
president of the American 
Sucrose Company and Mr. 
Vidal was the company's 
treasurer. 

It was one of several un-
usual business connections 
Kaplan had. Another was 
'Afratronics 	Incorporated, 
which was designed to assist 
the electronic and industrial 
development of new African 
nations. A.Uatrnnics hid no 
assets or 	ysical facilities, 
Lust a New York mailing ad-
dress, and it listed four Af-
rican leaders as "manage-
ment consultants," • • 

The body of a man said 
to be Mr. Vidal was found 
shot four times in the head 
and buried in a shallow grave 
in Mexico in November, 
1961. 

Mr. Velazquez said that 
the body was that of a 
heavy, bald man in his 80's 
with bad teeth and a straight 
nose and that Mr. Vidal was 
in his 30's, dark-haired, flat-
nosed and had good teeth. 
No fingerprints and no X-rays 
of the teeth were ever taken, 
Mr. Velazquez said. 

28-Year Murder Sentence 
Mexican authorities thought 

AssoclAid Press 
Joel David Kaplan 

the body was
_ 

Mr. Vidal's, 
however, and Kaplan was 
convicted and sentenced to 
28 years in prison for the 
murder. 

Over the years. several 
plans to free Kaplan from 
prison were tried' unsuccess-
fully. A source close to the 
family said that hundreds of 
thousands of dollars had 
been 	spent • in 	escape 
attempts. 

One plan Involved hiding 
Kaplan in a laundry truck. 
Another involved attempting 
CO bribe the prison warden to 
drive him out in the warden's 
personal car to meet a wait-
ing jet airplane. 

Another man carried 150.-
1000 000 pesos—about $120,000— 

into the jail in an attempt to 
buy Kaplan's release. 

• Health Reported Falling 	• 
Meanwhile Kaplan" health 

was reported to be failing in 
jai!, and members of his fam-
ily were increasingly con-
cerned. His sister said he 

• was suffering from emphy-
sema: liver trouble and other 
ailments. 

' "He may he a vegetable 
• by the end of his time there,", 
wrote one of those who ar-
ranged escape attempts after 

this visit to -Kaplan in the 
prison. "He goes through 
periods of deep depression, 

eis at times desperate In mind, 
jthought and actions—sort of 
grasps for straws to try and 
get out. As a result he is an 
eagsy minanticatefos 

with a u 
 for some fast-tsaltke- in 

plan?' • 
14  

. 	. 
The story of the escape. as 

pieced together from reports 
in the United States and 
Mexican press, interviews 
with those involved and with 
United States Government of-
ficials, is as follows: 

--wa Mr. Stadter in the 
airplane was Joel David Kap-
lan, 44, an heir to his father's 
weal*,,  • 
who sstranigi vem to L'0, 

ternatIonal intrigue and who, 
Mathes feared, Might die in 
a Mexican prison if forced 
to serve out a 28-year sen-
tence for murder. Kiplan 
maintains that the murder 
charge is false, 

Earlier theft... night while 
Olson panda .7fere watching 
a movie its the 'ants Marfa 
Acatitla Allolheratiery near 
MeXies, City,., a liKeopter 
dropped Inside the walls, 
picked tip Kaplan and moth-
er prisoner and disappeared. 

Kaplan had been in prison 
tnolise years, and relatives say 
it was necessary to bring hhn 

'Into the United States legally 
so that he could claim an in-
heritance held in a trust fund 
In New York City. 

So Mr. Stadter and Kaplan 
notified the United States 

garding escapes from prison. 



A Bell i-)1:,stic-top ile,ficop-
ter was purchased from Na-
trona Services, Inc., a ura-
nium-exploration company in 
Casper, Wyo., for an amount 
reported to have been $25,- 
000. It left an airport at Mc-
Allen, Tex., the morning be-
fore the escape, and, making 
several stops on the way, ar-
rived in Mexico City on the 
evening of Aug. 18. 

When it got to the jail, all 
but five prison guards were 
watching a motion picture, 
'The Altar t..f Blood," and the 

helicopter landed in,the jail's 
large rear patio. 

Kaplan and another prison-
er, Carlos Antonio Contreras 
Castro, 36, ran to the heli-
copter. The pilot, identified 
by Mexican police as Roger 
Guy Hershner, 29, of Glen-
dora, Calif., then lifted them 

• out of the prison yard with-
, out a shot being fired or an 

alarm sounded. 
Two hours before the heli-

copter arrived, Kaplan was 
visited by his Mexican-born 
wife, Mrs. Irma Vasquez Cal-
deron de Kaplan, and cman 
identified as Harvey Mville 
Doyle. 
Mrs. Kaplan, who was later 

arrested, told the police she 
had left her husband and Mr. 
Doyle alone while they 
"talked business." 

Met by Stadter 
Once out of the prison, the 

.helicopter flew to Actopan, 
Mexico, where it was met by 
a light plane piloted by 
Mr. Stadter, according to 
Mexican authorities. 

The three men then flew to 
La Pesca, •,,blBidco, . where 
Castro, who is a pilot and 
!whom the Mexican police 
call an . int AflatiosSil swin- 
dler, flew Oft ii 	light 

' Plane, apparently for Guate- 
mala. 	• 	.-:,,-..-.--•-- 	- 

Mr. StatiterCend Kaplan 
..then crossetkr.'the border. 
• When they ' were outside 
Brownsville, , they radioed 

*hat they were landing and 
identified thernselyes for 
.United States :Canitotits offi-
cials. 

Since Mr. Stadter was 
once convicted in ' Federal 
District Court in Brooklyn 
'for sale of narcotics, two 
,customs men came cid- to 
lisneet the planee-and gave it 
and its passengers an inch-

' by-inch search, Mr. Stadter 
,. said. 
, They were then released 
E  and flew off, reportedly 
headed for .San Antonio. 
Texas. 

Customs officials said the 
airplane was rented from 

,McCreery Aviation in Mc-
+i Allen, Tex., but this was de- 

wailed by one-of the company's 
officiate 

"I wouldn't lease him an 
airplane to 'taxi across the 
airport." the official said in 

ce to Mr. Stadter. 
Meanwhile Mr. Hershrter 

flew the helicopter to a spot 
near the village of Lauro 
Villar, according to Mexican 
authorities. He caught a ride 
from a passing milk truck to 

atamotos. Mexico, where 
he apparently crossed the 
border. 	 i 

Prison Staff Arrested 
After the escape, riot po-

licemen surrounded the pris-
on. The penitentiary director 
and 300 on the prison staff 
wererrrested. 
. Mrs. Dowis, asked if she 
ad anything to do with ar-

ranging or financing the es-
-ape. referred all questions 
to her attorney, Vasilios 
Choulbs of San Francisco. 

Kaplan's uncle, J. M. Kap-
lan of New York, in a tele-
phone interview from his 
East Hampton, L. I., summer 
home, said, "Honestly I don't 
know anything about it" He 
added that he knew of the 
escape only from newspaper 
reports.  

He said that F.B.I. agents 
had visited him at his home 

Band that he told them his 
Inephew was "an intelligent 
decent human being" who 
"always manifested inno-
cence."  

Kaplan's uncle said it ap-
peared his nephew had been 
held in jail "just so he could 
be bled as a rich man's son." 

He said his nephew had 
once said that he was an 
agent for the Central Intelli-
gence Agency. He added that 
lhis own J. M. Kaplan Family 
• uric,, a charitable trust, had 
een used some years ago to 

,channel $1.3-million in funds 
that he thought were from 
the State Department into a 
small school in Costa Rica. 

. Was C.I.A. 'Conduit' 
He said that it was later 

revealed in Congress that the 
school was actually a C.I.A. 
"Conduit" and that he felt 
-very badly about it. 

He said the connection 
with the agency has been 
broken for some time. He 
added that any role his neph-
ew might have had with the 
C.I.A. had nothing to do with 
.his own philanthropic efforts. 

Mr. Velazquez said he did 
not think the Central Intelli-
gence Agency had been in-
volved in the escape "be-
ause they would not have 

waited almost 10 years to 
him out and they could  

robably have done so 
ugh official channels." 

He said he personally did 
not believe Joe Kaplan was 

C.I.A. agent, although he 
ad no evidence either way. 

The Kaplan family fortune 
is tied to sugar and molasses 
dealings, particularly in the 
Caribbean. In addition, J. M. 
Kaplan is the retired presi-
dent of the Welch Grape 
Juice -Company. His half-
brother, the late Abrim I. 
Kaplan, who was Joel's 
father, also had lumber in-
terests in New Mexico. 


