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Copter .lallbreak
Puzzle Deepens

By K «'_llh Power

Police in Mexico City
announced yesterday that
Joel David Waplan, the
my sterious Amierican fugi-
tive from the great Mexi-
can jailbreak, has a sister

“in San Francisco and she
tried to ceontact him on
~ureent husiness” four
duys before his escape.

waplan, according tv Mexi-
can authorities, headed for
Sancalito aiter he was taken
by helicopter  from Sbehind
the higt stone walls of Marta
Aeatala Prison last Wednes-
day. ’

Local Jow-enforcers., huw
el sod they have ol been
contacted officially to be on

fie Jookout tor the 42 - vear
old former New Yorker, said
by. his attorney to be a ClA
agent when. he was arrested
for murder ten years ago.

In a statement issved by
the district attorncy gener-
al’s office in Mexicu City, in-

See Back Pa.ge

A spokesman said ‘“‘the re-
-port that the plane was flown
to Sausalito. California, was
part of the information gath-
ered by the Mexican Secret
Service and invesitgators of
the judicial police in co-j
operatlon with other poh(_e‘
i foreces.”

Although he wouldn’t say xt
divectly, the spokesman indi-
cated the ‘“other” police
forces were American. |
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Kaplan, the mystery man
in the case, is the nephew of
the president of J. M. Kap-

! lan Fund, a foundation which
| was described as being a
! conduit for CIA funds in tes-
I'timony before a congression-|
i al subcommittee in 1964.
: Kaplan's attorney. Victor
' Velazquez, said in Mexico!
;City it was a ‘“well known
'fact” that Kaplan was a CIA
;agent. This statement gave
rise to lively speculation in
Sthe press and other quarters
that Kaplan was the goalof a
‘ CIA rescue mission.
{ ‘ Velazquez said Kaplan was
¢ 'in Mexico on a secret mis-
| sion in 1961 when he was ar-
rested for the murder of Luis
i Melchior. a Puerto Rico-born
{ { American businessnian who
| allegedly was involved in a

! gun-running c)pmauon for a
“group of Caribbean insur-
gems. i

Sentenced to 28 years for.
murder. Kaplan was lodged
in the sprawling prisonin “ "

south section ot Mexis,
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JOEL DAVID KAPLAN
A sister in S.F.

:plan. and- said. she

vestigators. ,idenuﬁad the fu-
gitive’s sister as Judith Ka-
livad in §}

1 ned
Kaplans wife Ima last!
Sunday, in Mexico’ ‘Gity: and |
asked her to meet a “Mr.
Dodgs” at the. Holiday lnn
near Mexico City Airport.

Kaplan’s ‘wife was to take
the man to the prigonso that
he “could speak to Jiswid to
fix up an urgent business
matter.” authorities said..

The statement did not say |

whether the meeting was ac-
complished and offmdi To-
fused to elaborateonit.
Thus the intrigue surround-
ing Kaplan’s escape—withilts

;implicaton of -complicity by
the CIA — appeatredto dugp-

en. The FBI headquarters

rhere ‘would say only “We : they subpected cooperaiion
are aware of the case.’ " from inside since they esti-
Kaplan and a convmtu niated it would have taken
accomplice took fhght from | | the helicopter six minutes to;

on the dry bed of Lake 'l‘ex-
coco.
Five vears ago he nnrned

the prison yard in a blue - land, avhite the cuards re-

and - white hehcopter under | norted # all ha viied in sec-
ltthe gaze of guards in four Eﬁds b i

| towers.

An inmate who attémpted ® fjce said the four-seater air-

to join the escape atthelast’

- nunule wus booted away by'

‘Trma. whom he apparemlvl
met.- when she came to the!
‘ prison to visit anoiher in-
mate. A year ago. his wife,
who under Mexican law is al- I
lowed conjugal visits to the !
prison, had a baby. ;

The attorney general’s of-

craft flew 100 miles north to
Actopan. where the tugitives

the American and fthe air- | syitched to a Cessna210and ;

craft whirled off into the | lﬂew on to Brownsville, Tex- |

Mexican dusk.
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The Mexico Citv press, al-

| ready calling it the most dar-
ing and embarrassing escape
in Mexico prison annals. said
the watching guards were so
sevile they almost saluted
the helicopter, which "was
‘decked in the colors of the at- |
‘torney. general’s office.

# Mexican police officials in-

‘westigating the escape said

S. |
From there, both of them |
flew to Sausalito, the Mexi- |
can authorities said. First re- |
ports had the accomplice. &
counterfeiter named Carlos
Antonio Contretas Castro,
‘ taking a second plane for his
native Venezuela.
- The Chronicle contacted
the attorney general’s office |
in Mexico City and asked for |




