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ctober 14, 1578 

O
n the

. C
onfusing T

rail of Jack R
uby 

R
eview

ed b
y 

B
o
b
 K

a
tz 

T
h
e review

er is a w
riter, and director 

of the A
ssassination Inform

ation B
ureau. 

S
e
th

 K
a
n
to

r is th
e
 o

n
ly

 w
o
rk

in
g
 

jo
u
rn

alist in
 th

e estab
lish

m
en

t m
ed

ia 
to

 p
u
rsu

e serio
u
sly

, w
ith

 th
e to

o
ls o

f 
h
is tra

d
e
, so

m
e
 o

f th
e
 u

n
a
n
sw

e
re

d
 

q
u
e
stio

n
s in

 th
e
 Jo

h
n
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 a

s-
sassin

atio
n
. W

h
y
 th

e n
atio

n
al p

ress, 
fo

r all its so
u
n
d
 an

d
 fu

ry
 ab

o
u
t d

au
n
t-

less sleu
th

in
g
 in

to
 h

ig
h
 an

d
 sen

sitiv
e 

p
laces, h

as failed
 to

 d
o
 real in

v
estig

a-
tiv

e
 le

g
w

o
rk

 in
to

 th
e
 m

y
ste

rie
s o

f 
D

allas is a su
b
ject to

o
 co

m
p
licated

 to
 

g
o
 in

to
. H

o
w

e
v
e
r, th

e
 re

a
so

n
 w

h
y
 

S
eth

 K
an

to
r ch

o
se to

 p
ro

b
e th

e en
ig

-
m

a
 o

f Ja
c
k
 R

u
b
y
 (w

h
o
 sh

o
t L

e
e
 

H
a
rv

e
y
 O

sw
a
ld

 b
e
fo

re
 th

e
 e

y
e
s o

f 
m

illio
n
s o

f startled
 telev

isio
n
 v

iew
ers) 

is as sim
p
le as th

e su
rv

iv
al in

stin
ct: 

T
h
e W

arren
 R

ep
o
rt w

as tellin
g
 h

im
 

h
e w

as crazy. 
A

s a
 c

o
rre

sp
o
n
d
e
n
t fo

r S
c
rip

p
s-

H
o
w

ard
 n

ew
sp

ap
ers, K

an
to

r w
as p

res-
e
n
t a

t P
a
rk

la
n
d
 H

o
sp

ita
l w

h
ile

 
last rites w

ere b
ein

g
 ad

m
in

istered
 to

 
Jo

h
n
 K

en
n
ed

y
. A

t ab
o
u
t 1

:3
0
 p

.m
. o

n
 

N
o
v
. 2

2
, 1

9
6
3
, w

h
ile in

 th
e fran

tic 
w

aitin
g
 ro

o
m

 at P
ark

lan
d
, K

an
to

r w
as 

n
e
rv

o
u
sly

 a
p
p
ro

a
c
h
e
d
 b

y
 a

n
 o

ld
 

D
allas acq

u
ain

tan
ce, n

ig
h
tclu

b
 o

w
n
er 

R
u
b
y
. In

 th
e m

id
st o

f th
e co

m
m

o
tio

n
, 

R
u
b
y
 w

an
ted

 to
 k

n
o
w

 if, in
 lig

h
t o

f 
th

e trag
ed

y
, h

e sh
o
u
ld

 clo
se h

is clu
b
s. 

K
an

to
r n

o
d
d
ed

 affirm
ativ

ely
, th

en
 

h
u
rrie

d
 o

n
 to

 c
o
v
e
r th

e
 o

ffic
ia

l 
a
n
n
o
u
n
c
e
m

e
n
t o

f th
e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t's 

death. 
F

o
r th

e W
arren

. C
o
m

m
issio

n
, th

is 
p
resen

ted
 m

an
ifo

ld
 p

ro
b
lem

s. W
h
at 

w
as R

u
b
y
 d

o
in

g
 at P

ark
lan

d
? C

o
u
ld

 
th

is su
g
g
est fo

r R
u
b
y
 a sin

ister co
n
-

n
ectio

n
 to

 ev
en

ts tw
o
 fu

ll d
ay

s b
efo

re 
h
is N

o
v
. 2

4
 d

eb
u
t o

n
 n

atio
n
al T

V
? 

A
nd w

hy did R
uby him

self steadfastly 
d
en

y
 b

ein
g
 at th

e h
o
sp

ital? T
h
e W

ar-
ren

 R
ep

o
rt o

ffered
 an

 ex
p
ed

ien
t so

lu
-

tio
n
: "K

an
to

r p
ro

b
ab

ly
 d

id
 n

o
t see 

R
u
b
y
 at P

ark
lan

d
 H

o
sp

ital in
 th

e few
 

m
in

u
tes b

efo
re o

r after 1
:3

0
 p

.m
., th

e 
o
n
ly

 tim
e it w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 p
o
ssib

le 
fo

r K
an

to
r to

 h
av

e d
o
n
e so

." 
It is th

e
 k

in
d
 o

f d
ile

m
m

a
 th

a
t 

fo
rces o

n
e to

 d
ig

 in
 o

r su
b
m

it to
 m

ad
-

n
ess. K

an
to

r w
ro

te a b
o
o
k
. 

R
u
b
y
 is d

escrib
ed

 h
ere as a feisty

, 
ed

g
y
, p

u
g
n
acio

u
s m

an
ic-d

ep
ressiv

e—
a T

erry
 M

allo
y
 m

in
u
s B

ran
d
o
's g

ran
-

d
eu

r—
w

h
o
 ju

st d
o
esn

't k
n
o
w

 w
h
at to

 
d
o
 w

ith
 h

im
self if h

e's n
o
t settin

g
 u

p
 

a scam
, m

ak
in

g
 a co

n
n
ectio

n
, tu

g
g
in

g
 

fren
etically

 o
n
 h

is o
w

n
 b

o
o
tstrap

s. A
s 

a
 y

o
u
th

, K
a
n
to

r te
lls u

s R
u
b
y
 ra

n
 

num
bers, graduated to thuggery on be-

h
alf o

f th
e C

h
icag

o
 S

crap
 Iro

n
 W

o
rk

-
ers U

n
io

n
, an

d
 d

ab
b
led

 in
 fu

tile en
-

trepreneurism
s. 

In
 1

9
4
7
, R

u
b
y
, th

en
 3

6
 y

ears o
ld

, 
m

o
v
ed

 to
 D

allas. T
h
ere h

e b
ecam

e a 
sp

id
er su

sp
en

d
ed

 in
 h

is o
w

n
 w

eb
. H

e 
p
resid

ed
 o

v
er a n

ig
h
tclu

b
, th

e S
ilv

er 

B
ook W

orld 
W

H
O

 W
A

S
 JA

C
K

 R
U

B
Y

?
 B

y S
eth

 
K

antor 
(E

verest H
ouse. 242 po. $15.951 

S
p
u
r, d

ressed
 in

 C
o
w

b
o
y
 attire, cu

lti-
v
atin

g
 co

p
s as frien

d
s an

d
 cu

sto
m

ers, 
b
u
t m

o
stly

 as p
ro

tecto
rs. H

is strip
p
ers 

w
ere n

o
t u

n
fam

iliar w
ith

 p
ro

stitu
tio

n
. 

T
h
ere w

as a su
g
g
estio

n
 o

f d
ru

g
 d

eal-
in

g
. C

o
n
n
ectio

n
s b

reed
 o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

. 
O

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 b
reed

s in
secu

rity
. In

se-
security breeds action. It is the A

m
eri-

can dream
 in blacklight, only the eerie 

p
arts sh

o
w

in
g
. 

In
 1

9
5
9
, R

u
b
y
 w

as ap
p
aren

tly
 en

-
tru

sted
 w

ith
 a m

o
b
 assig

n
m

en
t w

h
ich

 
w

as w
eig

h
tier th

an
 an

y
 o

f h
is p

rev
io

u
s 

resp
o
n
sib

ilities. T
h
o
u
g
h
 K

an
to

r fails 
to

 sh
ed

 an
y
 lig

h
t o

n
 th

e reaso
n
s b

e-
h
in

d
 th

is p
ro

m
o
tio

n
, th

e
 re

c
o
rd

 h
e
 

com
piles indicates that R

uby w
as con-

tracted
 b

y
 V

eg
as g

am
b
lers to

 b
e a g

o
-

b
et w

een
 in

 effo
rts to

 sp
rin

g
 u

n
d
er-

w
o
rld

 p
riso

n
e
rs fro

m
 th

e
 ja

ils o
f 

C
u
b
a's n

ew
 C

astro
 reg

im
e, th

at h
e b

e-
cam

e involved w
ith gun-running oper-

atio
n
s to

 C
u
b
a, th

at h
e trav

eled
 tw

ice 
to

 C
u
b
a (o

n
ce fo

r a stay
 o

f o
n
ly

 2
4
- 

h
o
u
rs), a

n
d
 th

a
t in

 C
u
b
a
 h

e
 m

ig
h
t 

h
a
v
e
 v

isite
d
 w

ith
 th

e
 im

p
riso

n
e
d
 

fo
rm

er o
v
erlo

ad
 o

f C
u
b
an

 g
am

b
lin

g
, 

S
an

to
 T

raffican
te Jr.. 

M
o
reo

v
er, it w

as d
u
rin

g
 th

is tim
e 

p
erio

d
 th

at R
u
b
y
 w

as reg
ard

ed
 b

y
 th

e 

F
B

I as a "P
o
ten

tial C
rim

in
al In

fo
rm

-
a
n
t." K

a
n
to

r su
g
g
e
sts th

a
t R

u
b
y
's 

m
e
e
tin

g
s w

ith
 F

B
I a

g
e
n
t C

h
a
rle

s 
F

ly
n
n
 (n

in
e tim

es alto
g
eth

er) p
ro

b
-

ab
ly

 h
ad

 m
o
re to

 d
o
 w

ith
 C

u
b
an

 ac-
tiv

ities th
an

 w
ith

 g
am

b
lin

g
 an

d
 n

ar-
co

tics in
fo

rm
atio

n
, th

e latter b
ein

g
 

th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
's in

terp
reta-

tio
n
 o

f th
e F

B
I co

n
tacts. S

u
d
d
en

ly
, 

lik
e th

e tw
ist o

f a k
aleid

o
sco

p
e th

at 
b
rin

g
s n

e
w

 c
o
lo

rs in
to

 fo
c
u
s, th

e
 

m
y
riad

 co
n
sp

iracy
 p

o
ssib

ilities are 
v
isib

le: F
B

I, C
IA

, C
astro

, o
rg

an
ized

 
c
rim

e
. R

u
b
y
 is o

n
 th

e
 ro

a
d
 to

 th
a
t 

w
eekend in N

ovem
ber. 

R
u
b
y
 certain

ly
 seem

s to
 h

av
e b

een
 

so
m

eo
n
e's p

u
p
p
et. B

u
t th

e b
ig

 q
u
es-

io
n
—

w
o
u
ld

 h
e h

av
e sacrificed

 h
im

-
self fo

r a co
n
sp

iracy
 th

at allo
w

ed
 h

im
 

to
 lan

g
u
ish

 an
d
 d

ie in
 th

e D
allas jail? 

—
is no m

ore answ
ered by K

antor than 
b
y
 th

e W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt. H

o
w

 d
id

 R
u
b
y
 

g
et in

to
 th

e p
o
lice b

asem
en

t? W
h
o
 

tip
p
ed

 h
im

 ab
o
u
t th

e tim
e o

f O
sw

ald
's 

tra
n
sfe

r?
 W

h
a
t, p

re
c
ise

ly
, w

a
s h

is 
sta

tu
s in

 th
e
 u

n
d
e
rw

o
rld

?
 L

ig
h
t is 

sh
ed

 o
n
 all o

f th
ese; still, d

ark
n
ess re-

m
ains. 
"W

h
o
 W

as Jack
 R

u
b
y
?" is w

ritten
 

in
 a clean

, d
irect, rep

o
rto

rial sty
le. 

T
h
e
re

 a
re

 n
o
 c

o
sm

ic
 in

sig
h
ts. A

s a
 

b
io

g
rap

h
y
, it is lim

ited
 b

y
 its cu

rso
ry

 
treatm

en
t o

f R
u
b
y
's early

 y
ears, b

u
t 

a
s a

n
 a

n
tid

o
te

 to
 th

e
 c

ru
d
e
 stic

k
-

fig
u
re caricatu

res d
raw

n
 o

f O
sw

ald
's 

k
iller b

y
 a h

o
st o

f tex
tb

o
o
k
 h

isto
r-

ia
n
s K

a
n
to

r's b
o
o
k
 is 

a 
w

elcom
e 

service. 


