
T
he Sirhan B

. Sirhan 
L

iterary N
egotiations, 

E
tc., Inc. 

by Steven V
. R
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R

ead this and learn to love W
illiam

 M
anchester 

B
ob

 K
aiser d

id
 n

ot w
ait u

p
 for th

e resu
lts of th

e C
aliforn

ia 
p

rim
ary election

. T
h

e n
ext m

orn
in

g h
e tu

rn
ed

 on
 th

e 
television

 set. "
I saw

 S
an

d
er V

an
ocu

r d
escrib

in
g th

e 
scen

e, sayin
g, 'H

ere's th
e h

allw
ay w

h
ere th

e sh
ootin

g 
took place,' " he recalled. "I thought 'shooting,' they w

ere 
sh

ootin
g a film

, an
d

 w
e w

ere goin
g to see th

e film
 n

ow
. A

n
d

 th
en

 
all of a su

d
d

en
 it h

it m
e—

th
e look

 on
 h

is face, an
d

 th
en

 th
e cu

t 
im

m
ed

iately to th
e A

m
b

assad
or p

an
try w

h
ere you

 saw
 th

e w
ild

 
sh

ad
ow

 film
 of th

e ch
aos an

d
 th

e m
elee in

 th
e p

an
try. I w

ok
e m

y 
w

ife an
d

 said
, 'Jesu

s C
h

rist, K
aren

, som
eb

od
y's sh

ot K
en

n
ed

y.' "
 

K
aiser w

as a free-lan
ce w

riter in
 L

os A
n

geles w
h

o h
ad

 on
ce 

w
ork

ed
 in

 th
e T

im
e b

u
reau

 an
d

 k
n

ew
 th

e m
en

 at L
ife. H

e rem
em

-
b

ered
 th

e m
orn

in
g th

is w
ay: "

I called
 L

ife an
d

 said
, 'D

o you
 gu

ys 
n

eed
 an

y h
elp

 ?' Jord
an

 B
on

fan
te, th

e b
u

reau
 ch

ief, w
as ou

t of 
tow

n
 b

u
t h

is assistan
t said

, 'O
f cou

rse I n
eed

 h
elp

, com
e on

 d
ow

n
, 

in
 fact, get d

ow
n

tow
n

 an
d

 see if you
 can

't get close to th
e cop

s 
an

d
 fin

d
 ou

t if th
ey k

n
ow

 yet w
h

o th
e assassin

 w
as.' S

o I got d
ow

n
-

tow
n

, an
d

 b
y th

e tim
e I got d

ow
n

 th
ere th

ey h
ad

 revealed
 th

at it 
w

as a k
id

 n
am

ed
 S

irh
an

 S
irh

an
."

 
T

w
o years later K

aiser w
as read

in
g th

e galley p
roofs of R

.F
.K

. 

M
u

st D
ie!, a six-h

u
n

d
red

-forty-p
age b

ook
 h

e h
ad

 w
ritten

 ab
ou

t 
S

irh
an

 S
irh

an
 an

d
 th

e assassin
ation

 of R
ob

ert F
. K

en
n

ed
y. It w

as 
a b

ook
• th

at S
irh

an
, b

y th
en

 u
n

d
er sen

ten
ce of d

eath
, w

as tryin
g 

to stop
 in

 th
e cou

rts. A
n

d
 it w

as a b
ook

 th
at K

aiser b
elieved

 w
ou

ld
, 

or at least sh
ou

ld
, reop

en
 on

e of th
e cen

tu
ry's m

ost celeb
rated

 
m

u
rd

er cases. T
h

e story of h
ow

 K
aiser w

rote th
e b

ook
 is in

terest-
in

g in
 itself. It is also a story th

at raises im
p

ortan
t q

u
estion

s ab
ou

t 
th

e righ
t of a d

efen
d

an
t to a fair trial, an

d
 h

ow
 th

at trial sh
ou

ld
 

t... 
R

 	
A

 	
- 

S
am

 Y
orty's egregiou

s fu
lm

in
ation

s ab
ou

t th
e assassin

's C
om

-
m

u
n

ist affiliation
s, to w

ait for R
ob

ert K
en

n
ed

y's last b
reath

 on
 

earth
. M

ean
w

h
ile, S

irh
an

 h
ad

 ask
ed

 th
e A

m
erican

 C
ivil L

ib
erties 

U
n

ion
 to fin

d
 h

im
 a p

rivate attorn
ey. A

. L
. W

irin
, th

e h
ead

 of th
e 

A
.C

.L
.U

., agreed
, a d

ecision
 w

h
ich

 cau
sed

 m
assive resign

ation
s 

am
on

g m
em

b
ers w

h
ose b

elief in
 civil lib

erties ap
p

aren
tly d

id
 n

ot 
exten

d
 to an

 A
rab

 assassin
. K

aiser sou
gh

t ou
t W

irin
. "

I soon
 

realized," K
aiser said, "that really nobody w

as able to tell us m
uch 

an
d

 th
at th

e assassin
 w

ou
ld

 b
e th

e gu
y to get to, th

at w
ou

ld
 b

e th
e 

real cou
p

. I got to W
irin

 an
d

 I said
, 'A

l, can
 I get to S

irh
an

,' an
d

 
h

e said
 n

o. I said
 I w

as su
rp

rised
 to h

ear th
at b

ecau
se I h

ad
 ju

st 
talk

ed
 to G

ran
t C

oop
er ab

ou
t th

e assassin
's con

stitu
tion

al righ
ts 

an
d

 h
e still h

ad
 a con

stitu
tion

al righ
t of free sp

eech
. W

irin
 w

as 
in

trigu
ed

, n
ot w

ith
 m

y little lesson
 in

 con
stitu

tion
al law

, b
u

t w
ith

 
th

e fact th
at I k

n
ew

 G
ran

t C
oop

er. H
e h

ad
 b

een
 tryin

g to get an
 

attorn
ey for S

irh
an

 an
d

 cou
ld

n
't. T

h
is w

as ab
ou

t fou
r or five d

ays 
after th

e assassin
ation

. H
e h

ad
 tried

 to get th
e L

os A
n

geles C
ou

n
ty 

B
ar A

ssociation to appoint one of their m
em

bers and they w
ouldn't 

d
o it, an

d
 so w

h
at h

e w
an

ted
 w

as som
eb

od
y lik

e m
yself to go after 

G
rant C

ooper." 
C

oop
er w

as on
e of th

e m
ost resp

ected
 crim

in
al law

yers in
 tow

n
, 

a greyin
g, flin

ty ch
aracter w

ith
 a p

assion
 for fish

in
g, w

h
o look

ed
 

a little lik
e S

p
en

cer T
racy p

layin
g C

laren
ce D

arrow
, su

sp
en

d
ers 

an
d

 all. K
aiser's p

itch
 to C

oop
er con

tain
ed

 a sw
eeten

er : th
e at-

torn
ey w

ou
ld

 n
ot lose m

on
ey on

 th
e case if K

aiser w
ere allow

ed
 to 

in
terview

 S
irh

an
. H

e cou
ld

 th
en

 w
rite several exclu

sive m
agazin

e 
articles and m

ake enough to cover the case's expenses. C
ooper agreed 

to th
e arran

gem
en

t, b
u

t u
n

d
er on

e con
d

ition
: th

at h
is role n

ot b
e 

m
ad

e. n
n

h
lie u

n
til after h

e fin
ish

ed
 rep

resen
tin

g a w
ealth

y d
efen

d
- 



all-of a su
d

d
en

 it h
it m

e—
th

e look
 on

 h
is face, an

d
 th

en
 th

e cu
t 

im
m

ed
iately to th

e A
m

b
assad

or p
an

try w
h

ere you
 saw

 th
e w

ild
 

sh
ad

ow
 film

 of th
e ch

aos an
d

 th
e m

elee in
 th

e p
an

try. I w
ok

e m
y 

w
ife an

d
 said

, 'Jesu
s C

h
rist, K

aren
, som

eb
od

y's sh
ot K

en
n

ed
y.' "

 
K

aiser w
as a free-lan

ce w
riter in

 L
os A

n
geles w

h
o h

ad
 on

ce 
w

ork
ed

 in
 th

e T
im

e b
u

reau
 an

d
 k

n
ew

 th
e m

en
 at L

ife. H
e rem

em
-

b
ered

 th
e m

orn
in

g th
is w

ay: "
I called

 L
ife an

d
 said

, 'D
o you

 gu
ys 

n
eed

 an
y h

elp
?' Jord

an
 B

on
fan

te, th
e b

u
reau

 ch
ief, w

as ou
t of 

tow
n

 b
u

t h
is assistan

t said
, 'O

f cou
rse I n

eed
 h

elp
, com

e on
 d

ow
n

, 
in

 fact, get d
ow

n
tow

n
 an

d
 see if you

 can
't get close to th

e cop
s 

an
d

 fin
d

 ou
t if th

ey k
n

ow
 yet w

h
o th

e assassin
 w

as.' S
o I got d

ow
n

-
tow

n
, an

d
 b

y th
e tim

e I got d
ow

n
 th

ere th
ey h

ad
 revealed

 th
at it 

w
as a k

id
 n

am
ed

 S
irh

an
 S

irh
an

."
 

T
w

o years later K
aiser w

as read
in

g th
e galley p

roofs of R
.F

.K
. 

M
u

st D
ie!, a six-h

u
n

d
red

-forty-p
age b

ook
 h

e h
ad

 w
ritten

 ab
ou

t 
S

irh
an

 S
irh

an
 an

d
 th

e assassin
ation

 of R
ob

ert F
. K

en
n

ed
y. It w

as 
a b

ook
, th

at S
irh

an
, b

y th
en

 u
n

d
er sen

ten
ce of d

eath
, w

as tryin
g 

to stop
 in

 th
e cou

rts. A
n

d
 it w

as a b
ook

 th
at K

aiser b
elieved

 w
ou

ld
, 

or at least sh
ou

ld
, reop

en
 on

e of th
e cen

tu
ry's m

ost celeb
rated

 
m

u
rd

er cases. T
h

e story of h
ow

 K
aiser w

rote th
e b

ook
 is in

terest-
in

g in
 itself. It is also a story th

at raises im
p

ortan
t q

u
estion

s ab
ou

t 
th

e righ
t of a d

efen
d

an
t to a fair trial, an

d
 h

ow
 th

at trial sh
ou

ld
 

be financed. 
R

ob
ert B

lair K
aiser is th

irty-n
in

e, on
e of th

ose w
illin

g victim
s 

of S
ou

th
ern

 C
aliforn

ia w
h

o w
ou

ld
 u

su
ally rath

er p
lay ten

n
is or go 

sk
iin

g
 th

a
n

 w
o
rk

. H
e jo

in
ed

 th
e J

esu
its a

s a
 y

o
u

n
g
 m

a
n

 a
n

d
 

en
d

u
red

 th
e clerical life for ten

 years—
th

e first tw
o of w

h
ich

 w
ere 

devoted to picking grapes—
before abandoning his vow

s. H
e started 

w
ork

in
g on

 a n
ew

sp
ap

er in
 P

h
oen

ix an
d

 w
ith

in
 several years b

e-
cam

e T
im

e's actin
g b

u
reau

 ch
ief in

 R
om

e, coverin
g th

e V
atican

 
C

ou
n

cil an
d

 w
ritin

g a b
ook

 ab
ou

t P
op

e Joh
n

. M
ean

w
h

ile, h
is first 

m
arriage b

rok
e u

p
 an

d
 h

e retu
rn

ed
 to th

e m
agazin

e's L
os A

n
geles 

b
u

reau
. H

e took
 a leave of ab

sen
ce in

 1966 to w
ork

 for T
h

om
as 

B
rad

en
, a frien

d
 of th

e K
en

n
ed

ys, w
h

o w
as ru

n
n

in
g for L

ieu
ten

an
t 

G
overn

or of C
aliforn

ia. B
rad

en
 lost—

h
e n

ow
 w

rites a n
ew

sp
ap

er 

colu
m

n
 w

ith
 F

ran
k

 M
an

k
iew

icz, R
ob

ert K
en

n
ed

y's form
er p

ress 
secretary—

b
u

t K
aiser d

ecid
ed

 to q
u

it T
im

e an
d

 start free-lan
cin

g. 
"

In
 M

arch
 of 1968 I w

as ju
st gettin

g goin
g—

I h
ad

 stru
ggled

 for 
a year an

d
 a h

alf an
d

 P
ierre S

alin
ger called

 m
e an

d
 said

, 'W
ou

ld
 

you
 go to w

ork
 for B

ob
 K

en
n

ed
y in

 N
eb

rask
a? W

e w
an

t som
eon

e 
to ru

n
 th

e p
ress op

eration
,' "

 K
aiser recalled

. "
S

o I k
in

d
 of gave 

it tw
en

ty-fou
r h

ou
rs' th

ou
gh

t an
d

 said
, 'L

ook
, I'd

 lik
e to h

elp
, 

m
ayb

e later.' A
n

d
 later n

ever cam
e. W

ith
 th

at k
in

d
 of h

istory I 
w

as m
ore cu

riou
s th

an
 m

ost gu
ys w

h
o w

ere ou
tsid

e, an
d

 I w
an

ted
 

to know
 m

ore about the assassination." 
A

fter h
e got d

ow
n

tow
n

 on
 th

e m
orn

in
g of Ju

n
e 5, K

aiser sp
en

t 
several days trooping around tow

n w
ith a herd of other reporters—

to w
atch

 th
e S

irh
an

s' p
oor little h

ou
se ou

t in
 P

asad
en

a, to h
ear  

exten
d

 to an
 A

rab
 assassin

. K
aiser sou

gh
t ou

t W
irin

. "
I soon

 
realized," K

aiser said, "that really nobody w
as able to tell us m

uch 
an

d
 th

at th
e assassin

 w
ou

ld
 b

e th
e gu

y to get to, th
at w

ou
ld

 b
e th

e 
real cou

p
. I got to W

irin
 an

d
 I said

, 'A
l, can

 I get to S
irh

an
,' an

d
 

h
e said

 n
o. I said

 I w
as su

rp
rised

 to h
ear th

at b
ecau

se I h
ad

 ju
st 

talk
ed

 to G
ran

t C
oop

er ab
ou

t th
e assassin

's con
stitu

tion
al righ

ts 
an

d
 h

e still h
ad

 a con
stitu

tion
al righ

t of free sp
eech

. W
irin

 w
as 

in
trigu

ed
, n

ot w
ith

 m
y little lesson

 in
 con

stitu
tion

al law
, b

u
t w

ith
 

th
e fact th

at I k
n

ew
 G

ran
t C

oop
er. H

e h
ad

 b
een

 tryin
g to get an

-

attorn
ey for S

irh
an

 an
d

 cou
ld

n
't. T

h
is w

as ab
ou

t fou
r or five d

ays 
after th

e assassin
ation

. H
e h

ad
 tried

 to get th
e L

os A
n

geles C
ou

n
ty 

B
ar A

ssociation to appoint one of their m
em

bers and they w
ouldn't 

d
o it, an

d
 so w

h
at h

e w
an

ted
 w

as som
eb

od
y lik

e m
yself to go after 

G
rant C

ooper." 
C

oop
er w

as on
e of th

e m
ost resp

ected
 crim

in
al law

yers in
 tow

n
, 

a greyin
g, flin

ty ch
aracter w

ith
 a p

assion
 for fish

in
g, w

h
o look

ed
 

a little lik
e S

p
en

cer T
racy p

layin
g C

laren
ce D

arrow
, su

sp
en

d
ers 

an
d

 all. K
aiser's p

itch
 to C

oop
er con

tain
ed

 a sw
eeten

er: th
e at-

torn
ey w

ou
ld

 n
ot lose m

on
ey on

 th
e case if K

aiser w
ere allow

ed
 to 

in
terview

 S
irh

an
. H

e cou
ld

 th
en

 w
rite several exclu

sive m
agazin

e 
articles and m

ake enough to cover the case's expenses. C
ooper agreed 

to th
e arran

gem
en

t, b
u

t u
n

d
er on

e con
d

ition
: th

at h
is role 'n

ot b
e 

m
ad

e p
u

b
lic u

n
til after h

e fin
ish

ed
 rep

resen
tin

g a w
ealth

y d
efen

d
-

an
t in

 a h
igh

ly p
u

b
licized

 card
-ch

eatin
g case at th

e local F
riars' 

C
lu

b
. U

n
til C

oop
er cou

ld
 p

u
b

licly en
ter th

e case, an
 attorn

ey of 
record w

as needed. Several law
yers had volunteered to the A

.C
.L

.U
. 

and C
ooper selected R

ussell P
arsons. 

W
h

y d
id

 K
aiser get in

volved
 in

 a case so m
an

y oth
ers—

law
yers, 

w
riters, and, later, publishers—

shunned as they w
ould a leper? P

art 
of it w

as h
is ten

u
ou

s association
 w

ith
 th

e K
en

n
ed

ys. A
n

d
 p

art of 

it, h
e ad

m
itted

 to m
e, w

as h
is "

overw
een

in
g am

b
ition

."
 H

e d
id

 
n

ot W
an

t m
on

ey; at first h
e even

 th
ou

gh
t of tu

rn
in

g over all th
e 

p
roceed

s from
 h

is w
ork

. W
h

at h
e d

id
 w

an
t w

as th
e story, a story 

w
h

ich
 w

ou
ld

 give h
im

 visib
ility an

d
 n

otoriety. "
I w

as a free-lan
ce 

w
riter, h

ere in
 L

.A
., an

d
 it w

as th
e story of th

e year in
 L

.A
., an

d
 

if a gu
y cou

ld
n

't get th
at story. . . . If a free-lan

cer cou
ld

n
't get 

it th
en

 p
rob

ab
ly n

o on
e cou

ld
 h

ave gotten
 it. I th

in
k

 it w
ou

ld
 h

ave 
b

een
 m

u
ch

 h
ard

er for a staffer at T
im

e or L
ife or T

h
e N

ew
 Y

ork
 

T
im

es to get an
yw

h
ere as close as I d

id
. H

ere I w
as an

 em
issary 

from
 W

irin
 to C

oop
er, tryin

g to fin
d

 S
irh

an
 an

 attorn
ey. T

o get 
th

e sto
ry

 a
n

 ed
ito

r m
ig

h
t sa

y
 th

a
t's a

ll rig
h

t, b
u

t m
a
y
b

e h
e 

w
ou

ld
n

't. M
ayb

e h
e'd

 say you
 h

ave n
o b

u
sin

ess gettin
g th

at in
-

volved in a story." 
raiser m

ad
e a gen

tlem
an

's agreem
en

t w
ith

 C
oop

er to get h
is in

-
terview

s w
ith Sirhan. A

 m
onth later he got a call from

 Jordan B
on-

fan
te at L

ife. R
u

ssell P
arson

s, th
e attorn

ey of record
, h

ad
 h

ired
 

an investigator nam
ed M

ichael M
cC

ow
an, an ex-cop w

ho had once 
been convicted of robbing the 'U

.S. M
ails. M

cC
ow

an is a flam
boyant 

P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

 o
n

 p
a
g

e
 1

3
2
 b

y
 D

a
n

 W
y
n

n
 

E
S

Q
U

IR
E

: N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 	
1
3
1
 



o
n
 iro

a
n
 "I th

in
k
 I w

a
s 

d
isg

u
sted

 w
ith

 m
y
self fo

r n
o
t 

b
ein

g
 ab

le to
 p

u
ll o

n
e h

u
n
d
red

 

p
ercen

t o
f th

e tru
th

 o
u
t o

f h
im

, 

an
d
 I tu

rn
ed

 th
e d

isg
u
st to

w
ard

 

h
im

. I sh
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
lam

ed
 m

y
self 

fo
r p

erh
ap

s n
o
t h

av
in

g
 m

o
re 

fin
esse, b

u
t I b

lam
ed

 h
im

 fo
r 

b
ein

g
 so

 clo
sed

 an
d
 fo

r n
o
t h

av
in

g
 

en
o
u
g
h
 sen

se to
 co

n
fid

e in
 h

is 

p
sy

ch
iatrist, w

h
o
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e 

h
elp

ed
 h

im
... 

V
. 

_,0,4011P 

 

 









ty
p
e, w

ith
 sh

o
w

m
an

-lik
e tastes in

 cars an
d
 clo

th
es, an

d
, acco

rd
in

g
 

to
 B

o
n
fan

te, h
e w

as b
ack

 in
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 try
in

g
 to

 sell S
irh

an
's sto

ry
 

to a m
agazine. W

hen K
aiser heard that, he exploded, som

ething he 

d
o
es rath

er o
ften

. T
h
en

 P
arso

n
s tu

rn
ed

 affab
le—

p
artly

 b
ecau

se 

M
cC

o
w

an
 h

ad
 n

o
t b

een
 ab

le to
 sell an

y
th

in
g
—

an
d
 ag

reed
 to

 tak
e 

K
aiser, w

h
o
 w

as still th
in

k
in

g
 in

 term
s o

f a m
ag

azin
e p

iece, to
 

S
irhan's cell for an interview

. T
he defense team

 had to hire K
aisM

 

as an
 o

fficial in
v
estig

ato
r, b

ecau
se n

o
 n

ew
sm

en
 w

ere allo
w

ed
 to

 

see th
e d

efen
d
an

t. A
t first K

aiser th
o
u
g
h
t it w

as ju
st a ru

se; 

later h
e w

o
u
n
d
 u

p
 d

o
in

g
 co

n
sid

erab
le w

o
rk

 o
n
 th

e case. In
 ad

d
i-

tio
n
, G

ran
t C

o
o
p
er recalled

, m
ak

in
g
 K

aiser an
 in

v
estig

ato
r p

ro
-

h
ib

ited
 th

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
 fro

m
 su

b
p
o
en

ain
g
 h

im
. It also

 p
laced

 th
e 

w
riter u

n
d
er all co

u
rt o

rd
ers g

o
v
ern

in
g
 p

retrial p
u
b
licity

, an
d
 

th
u
s h

elp
ed

 p
ro

tect S
irh

an
. 

O
n
 A

u
g
u
st 1

5
, K

aiser h
ad

 h
is first in

terv
iew

. H
e rem

em
b
ered

 

it th
is w

ay
 : "I h

ad
 th

is sessio
n
 w

ith
 S

irh
an

, ab
o
u
t tw

o
 o

r th
ree 

h
o
u
rs. P

arso
n
s ask

ed
 n

in
ety

-fiv
e p

ercen
t o

f th
e q

u
estio

n
s an

d
 th

ey
 

w
ere all lead

in
g
 q

u
estio

n
s an

d
 it so

u
n
d
ed

 lik
e I h

ad
 g

o
t a re-

h
earsed

 th
in

g
. W

e g
o
t o

u
t o

n
 th

e sid
ew

alk
 an

d
 P

arso
n
s said

, 

'W
ell, th

at in
terv

iew
 o

u
g
h
t to

 b
e w

o
rth

 $
1
0
0
,0

0
0
.' A

n
d
 I said

, 

'R
u
ss, th

at w
as n

o
 in

terv
iew

. In
 th

e first p
lace y

o
u
 ask

ed
 all th

e 

q
u
estio

n
s; in

 th
e seco

n
d
 p

lace th
at w

as a can
n
ed

, sp
iel; in

 th
e 

th
ird

 p
lace I'v

e g
o
t to

 learn
 a lo

t m
o
re ab

o
u
t h

is b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
, h

is 

fam
ily

 an
d
 h

is g
ro

w
in

g
 u

p
, h

is th
o
u
g
h
ts o

n
 lo

v
e an

d
 w

ar an
d
 

relig
io

n
 an

d
 ev

ery
th

in
g
 else, to

 sell an
y
th

in
g
.' " T

w
o
 m

o
re in

ter-

view
s produced little new

 m
aterial. M

eanw
hile, according to K

aiser, 

P
arso

n
s an

d
 M

cC
o
w

an
 w

ere ex
ertin

g
 p

ressu
re o

n
, h

im
 to

 w
rite a 

b
o
o
k
 in

stead
 o

f an
 article. T

h
ey

 w
an

ted
 m

o
re m

o
n
ey

, an
d
 b

esid
es, 

M
cG

ow
an had already been

 turned dow
n by m

any of the big m
aga-

zin
es. R

elu
ctan

tly
, K

aiser ag
reed

. H
e w

as alread
y
 co

n
v
in

ced
 th

at 

S
irhan w

as too "shallow
" to provide m

aterial for a biography. M
ore-

o
v
er, K

aiser recalled
, "S

irh
an

 h
ad

n
't rem

em
b
ered

 an
y
th

in
g
 o

f th
e 

assassin
atio

n
 itself, in

 th
e p

an
try

. I d
id

n
't k

n
o
w

 w
h
eth

er to
 b

eliev
e 

th
at o

r n
o
t, b

u
t if th

at w
as h

is sto
ry

 an
d
 if h

e stu
ck

 to
 it th

en
 

I w
o
u
ld

n
't h

av
e th

e feelin
g
s o

f th
e assassin

 as h
e lev

eled
 th

e g
u
n
 

o
r an

y
th

in
g
 lik

e th
at. S

o
 I w

asn
't to

o
 clear w

h
at th

e h
eck

 th
e b

o
o
k
 

w
as g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e ex

cep
t th

at I k
n
ew

 I co
u
ld

 g
et in

v
o
lv

ed
 an

d
 stay

 

in
v
o
lv

ed
 an

d
 w

rite a h
isto

ry
 m

o
re o

f th
e case an

d
 o

f all th
e o

th
er 

p
eo

p
le aro

u
n
d
 it, an

d
 th

at's th
e w

ay
 it tu

rn
ed

 o
u
t." 

K
aiser's ag

en
t at th

e tim
e w

as D
o
n
 C

o
n
g
d
o
n
, w

h
o
 w

as also
 

W
illiam

 M
anchester's agent. B

oth of them
 had been m

ade so w
ary 

b
y
 M

an
ch

ester's treatm
en

t at th
e h

an
d
s o

f th
e K

en
n
ed

y
s th

at th
e 

co
n
tract d

rafted
 b

y
 K

aiser's law
y
ers gave th

e w
riter ab

so
lu

te co
n
-

trol over the m
anuscript. Indeed, few

 publishers today w
ould com

-

m
issio

n
 a b

o
o
k
 in

 w
h
ich

 th
e su

b
ject h

as th
e rig

h
t to

 cen
so

r th
e 

m
an

u
scrip

t; M
an

ch
ester left to

o
 m

an
y
 scars. K

aiser's o
n
ly

 o
b
lig

a-

tion w
as to "m

ake every effort to consult w
ith the principals of the 

sto
ry

, in
clu

d
in

g
 S

irh
an

 B
. S

irh
an

, h
is fam

ily
 an

d
 h

is atto
rn

ey
s, 

d
o
u
b
le-ch

eck
in

g
 th

e facts w
ith

 th
em

 an
d
 h

is in
terp

retatio
n
 o

f 
+lint 

h
p

 m
a

y
 n

ro
d

u
ce a

 w
o
rk

 o
r w

o
rk

s in
 k

eep
in

g
  

w
o
rk

ed
 it aro

u
n
d
 so

 th
at I w

o
u
ld

 tak
e less p

ercen
tag

e th
an

 I h
ad

 

o
rig

in
ally

 w
an

ted
 an

d
 th

at th
e law

y
ers w

o
u
ld

 tak
e less an

d
 th

e 

fam
ily

 w
o
u
ld

 tak
e m

o
re. I n

ev
er felt rig

h
t ab

o
u
t th

at." 

B
u
t th

e ag
reem

en
t w

as m
ad

e: o
n
e th

ird
 fo

r K
aiser, tw

o
 th

ird
s 

for the fam
ily. O

ut of the tw
o thirds, one half w

ent to the law
yers, 

w
ith

 th
eir ex

p
en

ses co
m

in
g
 o

ff th
e to

p
. (B

y
 m

id
su

m
m

er, $
3
2
,0

0
0
 

had been turned over by K
aiser, m

ainly from
 television, advances 

o
n
 th

e b
o
o
k
, an

d
 m

ag
azin

e sales h
ere an

d
 ab

ro
ad

. T
h
e fam

ily
 h

ad
 

kept $6,000, the rest goin
g for legal expenses. C

ooper w
as still out 

$10,000 of his ow
n m

oney. A
nother $19,000 w

as in escrow
, w

aiting 

for all legal com
plications to be settled.) 

E
ven before K

aiser w
ent back to N

ew
 Y

ork to sell the book, he 

ran into trouble. D
on C

ongdon called and said he could not repre-

sent him
 anym

ore. A
ccording to K

aiser, C
ongdon explained: "W

e 

h
ad

 a b
ig

 crisis m
eetin

g
 h

ere an
d
 m

y
 p

artn
ers d

o
n
't w

an
t m

e to
 

get involved in this book because the H
arold M

atson C
om

pany does 

not w
ant to be know

n as the agency w
hich gets rich on the death of 

K
ennedys." W

hen he finally reached N
ew

 Y
ork, K

aiser and his new
 

agent, M
axim

ilian B
ecker, w

ent to see R
obert G

utw
illig, his editor 

at W
o
rld

 an
d
 N

ew
 A

m
erican

 L
ib

rary
. K

aiser alread
y
 h

ad
 a co

n
-

tract w
ith

 th
e co

m
p
an

y
 fo

r tw
o
 o

th
er b

o
o
k
s, in

clu
d
in

g
 o

n
e ab

o
u
t 

nuns. "I w
as thinking in the area of a $25,000 to $75,000 advance," 

K
aiser said

. "H
o
lt h

ad
 ju

st g
iv

en
 C

o
retta K

in
g
 an

 ad
v
an

ce o
f 

$
5
0
0
,0

0
0
 fo

r h
er sto

ry
, so

 I d
id

n
't th

in
k
 $

2
5
,0

0
0
 w

as ex
o
rb

itan
t. 

I w
as very naive and took the naive new

sm
an's approach: here's the 

sto
ry

, w
h
o
 w

an
ts it?" 

C
o
in

cid
en

tally
, G

u
tw

illig
 h

ad
 h

elp
ed

 start th
e w

av
e o

f "k
iller" 

b
o
o
k
s flo

o
d
in

g
 th

e m
ark

et at th
e tim

e b
y
 u

rg
in

g
 G

ero
ld

 F
ran

k
 to

 

w
rite T

h
e B

o
sto

n
 S

tra
n

g
ler. H

e h
ad

 th
en

 becom
e so

m
eth

in
g
 o

f an
 

ex
p
ert in

 th
e g

en
re, d

ealin
g
 w

ith
 cases w

h
ich

 in
v
o
lv

ed
 law

y
ers 

su
ch

 as F
. L

ee B
ailey

 an
d
 P

ercy
 F

o
rem

an
. A

m
o
n
g
 th

e b
o
o
k
s 

h
e h

ad
 p

ro
m

o
ted

 w
ere o

n
e o

n
 th

e C
o
p
p
o
lin

o
 m

u
rd

er case in
 

N
ew

 Jersey
 an

d
 an

o
th

er ab
o
u
t a g

en
tlem

an
 k

n
o
w

n
 as th

e "P
ied

 

P
ip

er o
f T

u
cso

n
." In

 fact, ju
st th

e w
eek

 b
efo

re K
aiser cam

e to
 

to
w

n
, G

u
tw

illig
 h

ad
 m

et w
ith

 W
illiam

 B
rad

fo
rd

 H
u
ie, th

e w
riter 

w
h
o
 w

as try
in

g
 to

 p
ed

d
le th

e sto
ry

 o
f Jam

es E
arl R

ay
. B

u
t th

e 

ed
ito

r w
as startin

g
 to

 h
av

e seco
n
d
 th

o
u
g
h
ts. "I h

ad
 real q

u
alm

s 

ab
o
u
t th

ese b
o
o
k
s in

 term
s o

f q
u
ality

," said
 G

u
tw

illig
, w

h
o
 n

o
w

 

w
o
rk

s fo
r P

layboy. "
I w

as also concerned—
you couldn't in any w

ay 

prove these books w
ere helping to create a clim

ate of violence—
but 

you didn't know
 w

ho w
as reading them

, particularly in paperback. 

T
hey had enorm

ous sales and w
ere syndicated in m

agazines. T
hen 

B
o
b
 K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as k
illed

, an
d
 w

h
ile I w

asn
't clo

se to
 h

im
, I k

n
ew

 

him
 fairly w

ell, and I w
as em

otionally involved w
ith him

. I decided 

w
hen he w

as killed that I w
ould get out of the violence business in 

publishing. W
hen K

aiser cam
e to m

e w
ith this arrangem

ent he had 

m
ad

e w
ith

 th
e law

y
ers, I really

 ju
m

p
ed

 o
u
t o

f m
y
 sk

in
. I g

o
t v

ery
 

u
p
set an

d
 to

ld
 h

im
 it w

as a terrib
le th

in
g
 to

 d
o
. W

e w
ere g

iv
in

g
 

p
eo

p
le a licen

se to
 k

ill. F
irst th

in
g
 y

o
u
 d

o
 is k

ill so
m

eb
o
d
y
, th

en
 

you get a law
y
er, an

d
 th

en
 y

o
u
 g

et a p
u
b
lish

er. I h
ad

 b
een

 q
u
ite 



P
arso

n
s an

d
 M

cC
o

w
an

 w
ere ex

ertin
g

 p
ressu

re o
n

 h
im

 to
 w

rite a 
b

o
o

k
 in

stead
 o

f an
 article. T

h
ey

 w
an

ted
 m

o
re m

o
n

ey
, an

d
 b

esid
es, 

M
cC

ow
an had already been turned dow

n by m
any of the big m

aga-
zin

es. R
elu

ctan
tly

, K
aiser ag

reed
. H

e w
as alread

y
 co

n
v

in
ced

 th
at 

S
irhan w

as too "shallow
" to provide m

aterial for a biography. M
ore-

o
v
er, K

aiser recalled
, "S

irh
an

 h
ad

n
't rem

em
b
ered

 an
y
th

in
g
 o

f th
e 

assassin
atio

n
 itself, in

 th
e p

an
try

. I d
id

n
't k

n
o
w

 w
h
eth

er to
 b

eliev
e 

th
at o

r n
o

t, b
u

t if th
at w

as h
is sto

ry
 an

d
 if h

e stu
ck

 to
 it th

en
 

I w
o
u
ld

n
't h

av
e th

e feelin
g
s o

f th
e assassin

 as h
e lev

eled
 th

e g
u
n
 

o
r an

y
th

in
g

 lik
e th

at. S
o

 I w
asn

't to
o

 clear w
h

at th
e h

eck
 th

e b
o

o
k

 
w

as goin
g to

 b
e ex

cep
t th

at I k
n
ew

 I co
u
ld

 g
et in

v
o
lv

ed
 an

d
 stay

 
in

v
o
lv

ed
 an

d
 w

rite a h
isto

ry
 m

o
re o

f th
e case an

d
 o

f all th
e o

th
er 

p
eo

p
le aro

u
n

d
 it, an

d
 th

at's th
e w

ay
 it tu

rn
ed

 o
u

t." 
K

aiser's ag
en

t at th
e tim

e w
as D

o
n
 C

o
n
g
d
o
n
, w

h
o
 w

as 
also 

W
illiam

 M
an

ch
ester's ag

en
t. B

o
th

 o
f th

em
 h

ad
 b

een
 m

ad
e so

 w
ary

 
b

y
 M

an
ch

ester's treatm
en

t at th
e h

an
d

s o
f th

e K
en

n
ed

y
s th

at th
e 

co
n
tract d

rafted
 b

y
 K

aiser's law
y
ers g

av
e th

e w
riter ab

so
lu

te co
n
-

tro
l o

v
er th

e m
an

u
scrip

t. In
d
eed

, few
 p

u
b
lish

ers to
d
ay

 w
o
u
ld

 co
m

-
m

issio
n

 a b
o

o
k

 in
 w

h
ich

 th
e su

b
ject h

as th
e rig

h
t to

 cen
so

r th
e 

m
an

u
scrip

t ; M
an

ch
ester left to

o
 m

an
y

 scars. K
aiser's o

n
ly

 o
b

lig
a-

tio
n
 w

as to
 "m

ak
e ev

ery
 effo

rt to
 co

n
su

lt w
ith

 th
e p

rin
cip

als o
f th

e 
sto

ry
, in

clu
d
in

g
 S

irh
an

 B
. S

irh
an

, h
is fam

ily
 an

d
 h

is atto
rn

ey
s, 

d
o

u
b

le-ch
eck

in
g

 th
e facts w

ith
 th

em
 an

d
 h

is in
terp

retatio
n

 o
f 

th
ese facts, so

 th
at h

e m
ay

 p
ro

d
u
ce a w

o
rk

 o
r w

o
rk

s in
 k

eep
in

g
 

w
ith the best canons of objective reporting and historical accuracy." 

K
aiser h

ad
 also

 b
een

 frig
h

ten
ed

 b
y

 M
cC

o
w

an
. "I d

o
n

't k
n

o
w

 
w

h
eth

er th
e g

o
d

s w
ill co

n
d

em
n

 m
e o

r n
o

t," h
e recalled

, "b
u
t I 

fig
u

red
, let's m

ak
e an

 ex
clu

siv
e ag

reem
en

t, so
 th

e fam
ily

 can
't 

b
e sellin

g
 o

th
er rig

h
ts o

u
t th

e sid
e d

o
o
r. A

n
d
 I lo

ad
ed

 th
e co

n
tract 

w
ith

 ev
ery

 p
o
ssib

le rig
h
t I co

u
ld

 th
in

k
 o

f, ev
en

 th
o
u
g
h
 I h

ad
 n

o
 

id
ea o

r sen
se th

at I w
as ev

er g
o
in

g
 to

 ex
ercise th

em
. B

u
t. I g

o
t 

T
V

 rig
h
ts, rad

io
 rig

h
ts, m

o
v
ie rig

h
ts, fo

reig
n
 rig

h
ts, y

o
u
 k

n
o
v
tf, 

all th
e rig

h
ts. S

o
 after th

e case w
as o

v
er, w

h
en

 N
B

C
 in

terv
iew

ed
 

S
irh

an
, th

ey
 h

ad
 to

 n
eg

o
tiate w

ith
 m

e an
d

 th
ey

 h
ad

 to
 p

ay
 m

e 
$

1
7

,5
0

0
, w

h
ich

 I th
en

 p
u

t in
to

 th
e k

itty
 an

d
 it w

as sp
lit u

p
 lik

e 
ev

ery
th

in
g

 else w
as sp

lit u
p

. W
h

ereas if I h
ad

n
't th

o
u

g
h

t o
f th

at, 
th

e fam
ily

 w
o
u
ld

 
have p

ro
b
ab

ly
 b

een
 th

e o
n
es to

 n
eg

o
tiate th

e 
rig

h
ts w

ith
 N

B
C

, an
d

 th
e fam

ily
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e g

o
tten

 rich
er th

an
 

th
ey

 are n
o

w
. S

o
 in

 a w
ay

 I feel lik
e k

in
d

 o
f a b

astard
, I really

 so
rt 

of w
ent in there and took everything aw

ay. O
n the other hand, w

hat 
g
o
o
d
 w

o
u
ld

 an
 ex

clu
siv

e ag
reem

en
t w

ith
 S

irh
an

 b
e in

, say
, p

rin
t, 

if th
ey

 co
u
ld

 tu
rn

 aro
u
n
d
 an

d
 m

ak
e all so

rts o
f o

th
er d

eals. S
o
 it 

eith
er h

ad
 to

 b
e ex

clu
siv

e o
r n

o
th

in
g
." 

T
h

e b
ig

g
est h

assle cam
e o

v
er th

e allo
catio

n
 o

f p
ro

fits. "I n
ev

er 
felt rig

h
t ab

o
u
t 

g
ivin

g
 a

 d
im

e to
 S

irh
an

, to
 S

irh
an

's fam
ily

," 
K

aiser co
n

ced
ed

. "I w
o

rk
ed

 o
u

t th
e assig

n
m

en
t-o

f-p
ro

ceed
s ag

ree-
m

en
t o

rig
in

ally
 so

 th
at th

e fam
ily

 w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e a m
in

u
scu

le am
o
u
n
t 

—
about sixteen percent—

and that the law
yers w

ould get m
o
st o

f it. 
B

u
t I g

o
t in

to
 a b

ig
 fig

h
t w

ith
 A

d
el S

irh
an

 o
v
er th

at an
d
 w

e fin
ally

 

C
o

in
cid

en
tally

, G
u

tw
illig

 h
ad

 h
elp

ed
 start th

e w
av

e o
f "k

iller" 
b
o
o
k
s flo

o
d
in

g
 th

e m
ark

et at th
e tim

e b
y
 u

rg
in

g
 G

ero
ld

 F
ran

k
 to

 
w

rite T
h

e B
oston

 S
tran

gler. H
e had then becom

e som
ething of an 

ex
p

ert in
 th

e g
en

re, d
ealin

g
 w

ith
 cases w

h
ich

 in
v

o
lv

ed
 law

y
ers 

su
ch

 as F
. L

ee B
ailey

 an
d

 P
ercy

 F
o

rem
an

. A
m

o
n

g
 th

e b
o

o
k

s 
h
e h

ad
 p

ro
m

o
ted

 w
ere o

n
e o

n
 th

e C
o
p
p
o
lin

o
 m

u
rd

er case in
 

N
ew

 Jersey
 an

d
 an

o
th

er ab
o

u
t a g

en
tlem

an
 k

n
o

w
n

 as th
e "P

ied
 

P
ip

er o
f T

u
cso

n
." In

 fact, ju
st th

e w
eek

 b
efo

re K
aiser cam

e to
 

to
w

n
, G

u
tw

illig
 h

ad
 m

et w
ith

 W
illiam

 B
rad

fo
rd

 H
u
ie, th

e w
riter 

w
h

o
 w

as try
in

g
 to

 p
ed

d
le th

e sto
ry

 o
f Jam

es E
arl R

ay
. B

u
t th

e 
ed

ito
r w

as startin
g
 to

 h
av

e seco
n
d
 th

o
u
g
h
ts. "I h

ad
 real q

u
alm

s 
ab

o
u
t th

ese b
o
o
k
s in

 term
s o

f q
u
ality

," said
 G

u
tw

illig
, w

h
o
 n

o
w

 
w

orks for P
layboy. "

I w
as also concerned—

you couldn't in any w
ay 

prove these books w
ere helping to create a clim

ate of violence—
but 

you didn't know
 w

ho w
as reading them

, particularly in paperback. 
T

hey had enorm
ous sales and w

ere syndicated in m
agazines. T

hen 
B

o
b
 K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as k
illed

, an
d
 w

h
ile I w

asn
't clo

se to
 h

im
, I kn

ew
 

him
 fairly w

ell, and I w
as em

otionally involved w
ith him

. I decided 
w

hen he w
as killed that I w

ould get out of the violence business in 
publishing. W

hen K
aiser cam

e to m
e w

ith this arrangem
ent he had 

m
ad

e w
ith

 th
e law

y
ers, I really

 ju
m

p
ed

 o
u

t o
f m

y
 sk

in
. I g

o
t v

ery
 

u
p

set an
d

 to
ld

 h
im

 it w
as a terrib

le th
in

g
 to

 d
o

. W
e w

ere g
iv

in
g

 
p
eo

p
le a. licen

se to
 k

ill. F
irst th

in
g
 y

o
u
 d

o
 is k

ill so
m

eb
o
d
y
, th

en
 

y
o
u
 g

et a law
y
er, an

d
 th

en
 y

o
u
 g

et a p
u
b
lish

er. I h
ad

 b
een

 q
u
ite 

frien
d

ly
 w

ith
 K

aiser an
d

 h
e b

ecam
e v

ery
 u

p
set. H

e felt th
e b

o
o

k
 

w
as p

art o
f h

isto
ry

, so
 o

n
 an

d
 so

 fo
rth

. I to
ld

 h
im

 I co
u

ld
n

't an
y

 
longer,  m

ak
e th

at k
in

d
 o

f ju
stificatio

n
, an

d
 I released

 h
im

 fro
m

 h
is 

o
p

tio
n

. I felt stro
n

g
ly

 th
at it w

as a b
ad

 b
o

o
k

 th
at w

o
u

ld
n

't sell. H
e 

th
o
u
g
h
t it w

o
u
ld

 b
e a classic w

ith
 a cap

ital K
." 

F
ro

m
 K

aiser's v
iew

p
o

in
t, th

e m
eetin

g
 w

as ju
st as an

g
ry

 an
d

 
u

n
h

ap
p

y
. "I h

ad
 th

is lo
n

g
 sessio

n
 w

ith
 G

u
tw

illig
 an

d
 E

d
 K

u
h

n
, 

th
e p

resid
en

t o
f W

o
rld

 P
u

b
lish

in
g

," K
aiser said

. "B
o

th
 o

f th
em

 
ju

st d
id

n
't feel rig

h
t ab

o
u

t th
is th

in
g

. T
h

ey
 co

u
ld

n
't articu

late 
their feelings but I knew

 they w
ere real feelings because I rem

em
-

ber K
uhn even crying, tears com

ing dow
n his cheeks, just thinking 

a
b
o
u
t th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
. W

h
e
n
 G

u
tw

illig
 sa

id
 h

e
 d

id
n
't fe

e
l 

rig
h

t ab
o

u
t it, I said

, 'L
o

o
k

, w
h

at's th
at g

o
t to

 d
o

 w
ith

 an
y

th
in

g
? 

Y
ou guys are in business to m

ake m
oney for your stockholders and 

if it's a g
o

o
d

 b
o

o
k

 th
at p

eo
p

le w
an

t to
 read

 I ju
st d

o
n

't u
n

d
erstan

d
 

how
 your feelings could get in the w

ay. T
his is a professional thing. 

I feel ab
o

u
t it to

o
. I lo

v
ed

 K
en

n
ed

y
, I ad

m
ired

 h
im

, I th
o

u
g

h
t h

e 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e P
resid

en
t. B

u
t I'm

 cu
rio

u
s, an

d
 I th

in
k

 th
e w

o
rld

 is 
curious, and w

e m
ay never know

. S
irhan m

ay never even get to trial. 
T

he w
ay assassin

s get to
 trial in

 th
is co

u
n

try
 th

ere's ab
o

u
t a fifty

-
fifty

 ch
an

ce h
e'll g

et to
 trial. A

n
d
 ev

en
 in

 a trial w
e m

ay
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

 
w

h
at h

ap
p
en

ed
.' B

u
t G

u
tw

illig
 to

ld
 m

e h
e d

id
n
't th

in
k
 I'd

 g
et an

y
-

th
in

g
 n

ew
, th

at it w
as u

n
im

p
o
rtan

t an
y
w

ay
, an

d
 th

at it w
o
u
ld

 tak
e 

m
e a y

ear to
 d

o
. H

e w
asn

't listen
in

g
. H

e'd
 m

ad
e u

p
 h

is m
in

d
 th

at 
he w

asn't goin
g to help S

irhan's defense." (C
on

tin
u

ed on
 page 205) 

1
3

4
 	

E
S

Q
U

IR
E

: N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 



T
h

n
m

a
a

 W
a

h
l is

 w
a

a
rin

n
 a

 tits b
y P

eter M
ax an

d
 a D

ry &
 N

atu
ral look

 by C
om

m
and. 

C
o
p
y
rig

h
t 1

9
7
0
, A

lb
erto

-C
u

lver C
o

., M
elro

se P
ark

, III. 

(C
o
n
tin

u
ed

 fro
m

 p
a
g
e 1

S
4
) 

H
o
w

 d
o
es so

m
eo

n
e lik

e S
irh

an
 p

ay
 

 fo
r an

 ad
eq

u
ate d

efen
se? G

ran
t 

C
o
o
p
e
r w

a
s u

n
e
a
sy

 a
b
o
u
t th

e
 a

r-
ran

g
em

en
t w

ith
 K

aiser, b
u
t h

e saw
 

n
o
 a

lte
rn

a
tiv

e
. "I h

a
v
e
 a

 g
re

a
t d

e
a
l 

o
f d

o
u

b
t a

s to
 th

e
 w

isd
o

m
 o

f th
e
 

c
o
n
tra

c
t a

s
 it h

a
s
 d

e
v
e
lo

p
e
d
,"

 
sa

id
 C

o
o
p
e
r, w

h
o
 w

a
s fire

d
 

b
y

 S
irh

a
n

 a
fte

r th
e
 tria

l. 
"A

n
d

 I c
e
rta

in
ly

 w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t 
h
a
v
e
 fe

lt rig
h
t ta

k
in

g
 a

n
y
 

m
o

n
ey

 fo
r m

y
self. E

v
ery

th
in

g
 

I g
et after ex

p
en

ses is g
o
in

g
 

to
 th

e U
n

iv
ersity

 o
f S

o
u

th
ern

 
C

a
lifo

rn
ia

 la
w

 sc
h
o
o
l. B

u
t 

k
n
o
w

in
g
 th

e
 k

in
d
 o

f tria
l it 

w
as g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e, an

d
 k

n
o
w

in
g
 

th
e
 k

in
d
 o

f d
e
fe

n
se

 w
e
 h

a
d
 

to
 p

u
t o

n
, it w

a
s a

b
so

lu
te

ly
 

n
ecessary

 th
at w

e h
av

e m
o

n
ey

 
fo

r ex
p

en
ses. A

n
d
 w

h
ere th

e 
h
ell else w

as it g
o
in

g
 to

 co
m

e 
fro

m
?" 

S
irh

an
, o

r an
y
o
n
e else, can

 
b

e rep
resen

ted
 b

y
 th

e p
u
b

lic 
d
e
fe

n
d
e
r, b

u
t C

o
o
p
e
r fe

e
ls 

th
at is an

 im
p
erfect so

lu
tio

n
. 

"W
e
'v

e
 g

o
t a

 g
o
o
d
 p

u
b
lic

 
d
efen

d
er's o

ffice in
 L

o
s A

n
-

g
e
le

s, b
u

t th
e
y
 a

re
 c

irc
u

m
-

scrib
ed

 o
n
 th

e b
u
d
g
et sid

e as 
to

 w
h
a
t th

e
y
 c

a
n
 sp

e
n
d
 fo

r 
e
x
p
e
rt w

itn
e
sse

s a
n
d
 th

e
 

lik
e
," sa

id
 th

e
 la

w
y
e
r. A

n
d
 

as S
irh

an
 h

im
self rem

ark
ed

 
w

h
en

 h
e in

sisted
 o

n
 a p

riv
ate 

a
tto

rn
e
y
, "

T
h
e
 p

u
b
lic

 d
e
-

fen
d
er g

ets p
aid

 at th
e sam

e 
w

in
d
o
w

 as th
e p

ro
secu

to
r." 

"I fe
lt th

e
 m

o
n
e
y
 sh

o
u
ld

 
h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 ra

ise
d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 

so
m

e so
rt o

f p
u
b
lic arran

g
e-

m
en

t," said
 G

u
tw

illig
. "If th

e 
A

.C
.L

.U
. h

ad
 ag

reed
 to

 k
eep

 
th

e case, it sh
o
u
ld

 h
av

e g
o
n
e 

o
u
t a

n
d
 ra

ise
d
 th

e
 m

o
n
e
y
 ; 

th
ere sh

o
u
ld

 b
e so

m
e so

rt o
f 

ag
en

cy
 lik

e th
at su

b
sid

izin
g

 
cases." In

 fact, $
1

6
,0

0
0

 w
as 

ra
is

e
d

 a
m

o
n

g
 A

m
e
ric

a
n

 
A

ra
b

s fo
r S

irh
a
n

, b
u

t th
a
t 

c
o
v
e
re

d
 le

ss th
a
n
 o

n
e
 th

ird
 

o
f th

e ex
p
en

ses. In
 an

y
 case, 

it is u
n

realistic to
 ex

p
ect th

e 
p
u
b
lic

 to
 c

o
n
trib

u
te

 to
 th

e
 

d
efen

se o
f a m

u
rd

erer. D
ar- 

as rath
er m

o
rib

u
n
d
. D

u
tto

n
 w

as lo
o
k
-

in
g
 fo

r n
o
n
fictio

n
 b

o
o
k
s o

n
 cu

rren
t 

to
p

ics. "Jack
 an

d
 I h

it it o
ff," recalled

 
K

a
ise

r. "W
e
 w

e
re

 b
o

th
 C

a
th

o
lic

s, 
a
n
d
 h

e
 h

a
d
 re

a
d
 m

y
 b

o
o
k
 o

n
 P

o
lo

) 
Jo

h
n
, an

d
 w

e h
ad

 m
u
tu

al frien
d
s in

 
th

e lib
eral C

ath
o
lic co

m
m

u
n
ity

 an
d
 

h
e felt k

in
d
 o

f m
o
rally

 o
b
lig

ated
 to

 
m

ak
e an

 o
ffer. B

u
t h

e th
o
u
g
h
t h

e'd
 

m
ak

e th
e lo

w
est p

o
ssib

le o
ffer so

 h
e 

w
o
u
ld

n
't h

av
e to

 p
u
b
lish

 th
e b

o
o
k
. H

e 
o
ffered

 $
7
,5

0
0
 an

d
 it w

as th
e o

n
ly

 
g
o
d
d
am

n
 o

ffer w
e h

ad
. I rem

em
b
er 

callin
g
 h

im
 u

p
 fro

m
 th

e airp
o
rt o

n
 

m
y

 w
ay

 o
u

t o
f to

w
n

 say
in

g
, 'Y

o
u

'v
e 

g
o
t y

o
u
rself a b

o
o
k
,' an

d
 h

e w
as so

 
su

rp
rised

." 
M

a
c
ra

e
 w

a
s n

o
t su

rp
rise

d
 th

a
t 

K
aiser h

ad
 g

o
tten

 n
o

 b
ig

 o
ffers; h

e 
w

a
s su

rp
rise

d
 th

a
t D

u
tto

n
 w

a
s th

e
 

o
n

ly
 c

o
m

p
a
n

y
 to

 m
a
k

e
 a

 b
id

. H
e
 

lo
o

k
e
d

 o
n

 th
e
 p

ro
je

c
t a

s "
fa

irly
  

sp
ecu

lativ
e" an

d
 w

as n
o
t ev

en
 su

re 
"w

h
at so

rt o
f b

o
o
k
 w

o
u
ld

 ev
o
lv

e." 
B

u
t in

 g
en

eral th
e id

ea w
as to

 stu
d

y
 

th
e p

sy
ch

o
lo

g
ical m

ak
eu

p
 o

f a k
iller 

an
d
 th

e w
ay

 in
 w

h
ich

 a m
o
d
ern

 p
o
lice 

fo
rc

e
 in

v
e
stig

a
te

s a
 m

a
jo

r c
rim

e
. 

M
acrae d

id
 n

o
t feel th

e p
ro

ject w
as 

e
th

ic
a
l, a

lth
o
u
g
h
 h

e
 a

g
re

e
d
 w

ith
 

K
a
ise

r th
a
t a

 b
io

g
ra

p
h
y
 o

f S
irh

a
n
 

w
as n

o
t a g

o
o
d
 id

ea. "W
e d

id
n
't w

an
t 

to
 tak

e ad
v
an

tag
e o

f th
e assassin

a-
tio

n
 o

f R
o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
, fo

r w
h
o
m

 
all o

f u
s h

ere h
ad

 en
o
rm

o
u
s resp

ect. 
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T
h

o
m

a
s D

a
h

l Is w
e

a
rin

g
 a

 tie
 b

y P
e

te
r M

a
x a

n
d

 a
 D

ry &
 N

a
tu

ra
l lo

o
k b

y C
o

m
m

a
n

d
. 	

C
opyright 1970, A

lberto-C
ulver C

o., M
elrose P

ark, Ill. 

Introducing: N
ew

 C
O

M
M

A
N

D
 

D
ry&

 N
atural H

air C
ontrol 

for M
en. 

T
o

d
a

y's lo
o

k is n
a

tu
ra

l, e
a

sy, in
d

ivid
u

a
l. A

n
d

 to
d

a
y's d

e
sig

n
-

e
rs cre

a
te

 style
s th

a
t re

fle
ct th

a
t lo

o
k. C

o
m

m
a
n
d
 h

a
s cre

a
te

d
 

n
e

w
 D

ry &
 N

a
tu

ra
l H

a
ir C

o
n

tro
l to

 ke
e

p
 yo

u
r h

a
ir lo

o
kin

g
 n

a
t-

u
ra

l, e
a

s
y
 a

n
d

 in
d

iv
id

u
a

l ...a
n

d
 k

e
e

p
 it in

 p
la

c
e

, to
o

. D
ry

 &
 

N
a
tu

ra
l is n

e
ve

r stiff o
r sticky. It h

a
s n

o
 sw

e
e
t sce

n
t to

 g
e
t in

 
th

e
 w

a
y. D

ry &
 N

a
tu

ra
l. It's fo

r to
d

a
y's lo

o
k in

 m
e

n
's h

a
ir. 

G
et your first Com

m
and D

ry &
 N

atural look FREE 

In
 ca

se
 so

m
e
o
n
e
 b

e
a
t yo

u
 to

 th
e
 co

u
-

pon, you can get your first D
ry &

 N
atural 

look F
R

E
E

 just by sending 250 (to cover 
th

e
 co

st o
f h

a
n
d

lin
g
) to

: 

C
o

m
m

a
n

d
 D

ry &
 N

a
tu

ra
l, D

e
p

t. E
, B

o
x 

7
9

4
, H

in
sd

a
le

, Illin
o

is 6
0

5
2

1
 

r
 

C
o

m
m

an
d

s D
ry &

 N
atu

ral 
D

ep
t. E

, B
o

x 794, H
in

sd
ale, Illin

o
is 60521 

I'd
 lik

e
 m

y
 firs

t D
ry

 &
 N

a
tu

ra
l lo

o
k
 F

R
E

E
. I'm

 e
n
c
lo

s
in

g
 

2
5

0
 to

 co
ve

r th
e

 co
st o

f h
a

n
d

lin
g

. 

N
a
m

e
  

A
d
d
re

s
s
  

C
ity 

S
tate 	

Z
ip 

P
le

a
se

 a
llo

w
 2

 to
 3

 w
e
e
ks fo

r d
e
live

ry; In
clu

d
e
 yo

u
r Z

ip
 C

o
d
e
 

I.
 	

to insure prom
pt service. O

ffer expires M
arch 30, 1971. 
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g
e
le

s, .b
u

t th
e
y

 a
re

 c
irc

u
m

-
scrib

ed
 o

n
 th

e b
u

d
g

et sid
e as 

to
 w

h
a
t th

e
y
 c

a
n
 sp

e
n
d
 fo

r 
e
x
p
e
rt w

itn
e
sse

s a
n
d
 th

e
 

lik
e
," sa

id
 th

e
 la

w
y

e
r. A

n
d

 
a
s S

irh
a
n
 h

im
se

lf re
m

a
rk

e
d
 

w
h
en

 h
e in

sisted
 o

n
 a p

riv
ate 

a
tto

rn
e
y

, "
T

h
e
 p

u
b

lic
 d

e
-

fen
d
er g

ets p
aid

 at th
e sam

e 
w

in
d
o
w

 as th
e p

ro
secu

to
r." 

"I fe
lt th

e
 m

o
n
e
y
 sh

o
u
ld

 
h

a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

 ra
ise

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 
so

m
e so

rt o
f p

u
b
lic arran

g
e-

m
en

t," said
 G

u
tw

illig
. "If th

e 
A

.C
.L

.U
. h

ad
 ag

reed
 to

 k
eep

 
th

e case, it sh
o
u

ld
 h

av
e g

o
n

e 
o
u
t a

n
d
 ra

ise
d
 th

e
 m

o
n
e
y
; 

th
ere sh

o
u
ld

 b
e so

m
e so

rt o
f 

a
g
e
n
c
y
 lik

e
 th

a
t su

b
sid

iz
in

g
 

cases." In
 fact, $

1
6
,0

0
0
 w

as 
ra

is
e
d

 a
m

o
n

g
 A

m
e
ric

a
n

 
A

ra
b
s fo

r S
irh

a
n
, b

u
t th

a
t 

c
o
v
e
re

d
 le

ss th
a
n
 o

n
e
 th

ird
 

o
f th

e ex
p

en
ses. In

 an
y

 case, 
it is u

n
realistic to

 ex
p
ect th

e 
p

u
b
lic

 to
 c

o
n
trib

u
te

 to
 th

e
 

d
e
fe

n
se

 o
f a

 m
u

rd
e
re

r, p
a
r-

ticu
larly

 o
n

e so
 u

n
p

o
p

u
lar as 

S
irh

a
n
. B

u
t G

u
tw

illig
 fe

e
ls 

th
e
 p

u
b

lish
e
rs h

a
v

e
 h

a
d

 it: 
"I d

o
n
't th

in
k
 p

u
b
lish

e
rs 

w
ill g

o
 o

n
 m

u
c
h

 lo
n

g
e
r in

 
effect p

ay
in

g
 fo

r th
e d

efen
se 

o
f alleg

ed
 m

u
rd

erers, b
ecau

se 
th

a
t's w

h
a
t w

e
're

 d
o
in

g
. In

 
fa

c
t, w

e
're

 a
c
tu

a
lly

 s
u

b
-

sid
iz

in
g
 p

e
o
p
le

 to
 m

u
rd

e
r 

each
 o

th
er in

 th
e m

o
st flam

-
b
o
y
an

t w
ay

 p
o
ssib

le. S
o
m

e-
th

in
g
 else b

o
th

ers m
e, to

o
. If 

y
o
u
 h

av
e a sen

satio
n
al m

u
r-

d
e
re

r—
a
 L

e
e
 O

sw
a
ld

 o
r a

 
S

irh
a
n
 o

r a
 Ja

m
e
s E

a
rl R

a
y
 

—
h
e m

ig
h
t b

e ab
le to

 affo
rd

 
a
 fa

irly
 e

x
p
e
n
siv

e
 d

e
fe

n
se

. 
B

u
t so

m
e
 p

o
o
r b

la
c
k
 w

h
o
's 

accu
sed

 o
f m

u
rd

erin
g
 so

m
e-

o
n
e
 in

 th
e
 g

h
e
tto

 g
e
ts th

e
 

p
u

b
lic

 d
e
fe

n
d

e
r. It se

e
m

s 
h
ig

h
ly

 in
eq

u
itab

le." 
A

fte
r G

u
tw

illig
 tu

rn
e
d
 

K
a
ise

r d
o

w
n

, so
 d

id
 a

b
o

u
t 

e
ig

h
t o

th
e
r p

u
b

lish
e
rs; se

v
-

e
ra

l d
id

 n
o
t e

v
e
n
 b

o
th

e
r to

 
se

e
 h

im
. H

e
 ta

lk
e
d

 to
 th

e
 

se
c
re

ta
ry

 o
f B

e
rn

a
rd

 G
e
is, 

p
u

b
lish

er o
f so

m
e o

f th
e m

o
st 

n
o

to
rio

u
s b

o
o

k
s o

f re
c
e
n

t 
y
e
a
rs

. T
h
e
n
 h

e
 s

a
w

 J
a
c
k
 

M
a
c
ra

e
, w

h
o

 h
a
d

 re
c
e
n

tly
 

g
o
n
e to

 E
. P

. D
u
tto

n
, a h

o
u
se 

M
acrae d

escrib
ed

 at th
e tim

e 



C
an

 you
 p

ick
 ou

t you
r S

cotch
? 

W
e d

id
n
't w

an
t to

 p
ro

fit fro
m

 it. B
u
t 

w
e w

an
ted

 to
 g

et th
e sto

ry
 o

u
t, an

d
 

it w
as m

y
 g

u
ess th

at K
aiser w

o
u
ld

 
b
e
 a

b
le

 to
 d

ig
 th

e
 sto

ry
 o

u
t a

n
d
 

p
re

se
n
t a

 fa
ir in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
n
 o

f th
e
 

ev
en

ts." 
K

a
ise

r's d
iffic

u
ltie

s d
id

 n
o
t e

n
d
 

th
e
re

. H
e
 trie

d
 to

 in
te

re
st 

L
ife 

in
 

b
u
y
in

g
 th

e
 m

a
g
a
z
in

e
 rig

h
ts, a

n
d
 

th
re

e
 e

d
ito

rs d
isc

u
sse

d
 m

a
k
in

g
 a

n
 

o
ffer o

f $
2
0
0
,0

0
0
. A

 few
 d

ay
s later 

o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 e

d
ito

rs c
a
lle

d
 a

n
d
 sa

id
: 

"W
e h

ad
 tw

o
 lo

n
g
 m

eetin
g
s o

n
 th

is 
an

d
 w

e w
ere o

v
erru

led
 b

y
 th

e h
ig

h
est 

p
eo

p
le in

 th
e co

m
p
an

y
. T

h
eir arg

u
-

m
en

t w
as illo

g
ical, b

u
t it w

o
n
 o

u
t. 

B
asically

 th
ey

 felt it w
o
u
ld

 b
e b

ad
 

p
u
b
lic relatio

n
s to

 p
u
t m

o
n
ey

 in
to

 a 
p
o
t th

at w
o
u
ld

 aid
 S

irh
an

's d
efen

se. 
L

ife 
a
n
d
 o

th
e
r m

a
g
a
z
in

e
s w

e
re

 
o
ffered

 ex
cerp

ts fro
m

 th
e co

m
p
leted

 

b
o
o
k
 an

d
 tu

rn
ed

 th
em

 d
o
w

n
. L

adies' 
H

om
e Journal p

rin
ted

 tw
o
 ch

ap
ters. 

K
aiser th

en
 w

en
t to

 see T
h
e S

a
tu

r-
day E

vening P
ost, w

h
ich

 w
as talk

in
g
 

a
b
o
u
t $

2
5
,0

0
0
 fo

r tw
o
 p

ie
c
e
s. H

e
 

w
ro

te th
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 acco

u
n
t o

f th
e 

m
eetin

g
 in

 h
is jo

u
rn

al: "O
tto

 F
ried

-
rich

 ask
ed

 so
m

e sm
art-ass q

u
estio

n
s 

a
b
o
u
t m

y
 p

o
sitio

n
, w

h
e
th

e
r I'd

 b
e
 

a
b
le

 to
 w

rite
 a

n
y
th

in
g
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 

fin
al ap

p
eals h

ad
 b

een
 ex

h
au

sted
. I 

g
o
t u

p
 feelin

g
 lo

u
sy

 th
is m

o
rn

in
g
 an

d
 

I w
a
s u

n
in

c
lin

e
d
 to

 a
rg

u
e
 w

ith
 

h
im

, I ju
st to

ld
 h

im
 it w

a
s in

 th
e
 

co
n
tract th

at I co
u
ld

 w
rite after th

e 
S

u
p
erio

r C
o
u
rt trial. 'W

ell,' h
e said

, 
'I m

ad
e a ru

le lo
n
g
 ag

o
 n

ev
er to

 p
ay

 
fo

r a
n
y
th

in
g
 b

e
fo

re
 I sa

w
 it, w

ith
 

o
n
e eg

tep
tio

n
: u

n
less it w

as Jacq
u
e-

lin
e K

en
n
ed

y
's m

em
o
irs w

ritten
 b

y
 

a N
o
b
el P

rize w
in

n
er.' T

h
en

 h
e left 

th
e
 ro

o
m

." (K
a
ise

r e
v
e
n
tu

a
lly

 d
id

 
a
g
re

e
 to

 d
o
 tw

o
 a

rtic
le

s fo
r 

T
he 

P
ost, o

n
e
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 tria

l a
n
d
 o

n
e
 

a
fte

r. B
u
t h

e
 fin

ish
e
d
 th

e
 first o

n
e
 

to
o
 la

te
 to

 g
e
t it p

u
b
lish

e
d
 b

e
fo

re
  th

e trial, an
d
 b

y
 th

e tim
e S

irh
an

 w
as 

se
n
te

n
c
e
d
 to

 d
e
a
th

, 
T

h
e P

o
st 

w
as 

in
 its g

rav
e.) 

W
h
en

 K
aiser flew

 to
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, 

h
e
 le

ft th
e
 S

irh
a
n
s in

 C
a
lifo

rn
ia

 
w

ith
 v

isio
n
s o

f zero
s d

an
cin

g
 in

 th
eir 

h
e
a
d
s. W

h
e
n
 h

e
 re

tu
rn

e
d
 h

e
 h

a
d
 

$
2
,5

0
0
 as th

e first in
stallm

en
t fro

m
 

D
u
tto

n
 an

d
 a p

ro
m

ise o
f $

1
,0

0
0
 in

 
ex

p
en

se m
o
n
ey

 fro
m

 T
he P

ost, an
d
 it 

w
a
s se

v
e
ra

l m
o
n
th

s la
te

r, w
h
e
n
 

C
o
o
p
e
r p

u
b
lic

ly
 e

n
te

re
d
 th

e
 c

a
se

, 
th

a
t th

e
 w

rite
r w

a
s
 a

llo
w

e
d
 to

 
resu

m
e h

is in
terv

iew
s. 

A
s th

e case m
o
v
ed

 slo
w

ly
 to

w
ard

 

trial, fin
ally

 set fo
r Jan

u
ary

 o
f 1

9
6
9
, 

K
aiser b

ecam
e m

o
re en

m
esh

ed
 in

 it. 
K

n
o
w

led
g
e, h

e q
u
ick

ly
 realized

, w
as 

p
o
w

er, an
d
 h

e set o
u
t to

 accu
m

u
late 

m
o
re

 th
a
n
 a

n
y
o
n
e
 e

lse
. U

sin
g
 th

e
 

"co
n
-m

an
" sid

e o
f h

is p
erso

n
ality

, h
e 

g
o
t all th

e p
sy

ch
o
lo

g
ists an

d
 p

sy
ch

i-
atrists w

h
o
 ex

am
in

ed
 S

irh
an

 to
 tak

e 
h
im

 in
to

 th
e
 c

e
ll, u

su
a
lly

 w
ith

 h
is 

tap
e reco

rd
er g

o
in

g
. A

s h
e recalled

: 
"
I fo

u
n
d
 th

a
t it w

a
s u

se
fu

l n
o
t 

o
n
ly

 to
 g

e
t in

sid
e
, b

u
t to

 tu
rn

 m
y
 

m
aterial, b

ack
 to

 th
e law

y
ers. I p

ro
-

v
id

ed
 th

em
 w

ith
 m

y
 m

in
d
, I. read

 th
e 

F
.B

.I. re
p
o
rt, six

 th
o
u
sa

n
d
 p

a
g
e
s 

w
o
rth

, an
d
 th

e p
o
lice rep

o
rts, fo

u
r-

teen
 file d

raw
ers fu

ll,, an
d
 I d

ig
ested

 
a
n
d
 in

te
g
ra

te
d
 it a

n
d
, h

a
d
 it a

t th
e
 

tip
s o

f m
y
 fin

g
ers. S

o
 w

h
en

 C
o
o
p
er 

o
r B

e
rm

a
n
 [E

m
ile

 Z
o
la

 B
e
rm

a
n
, a

 
th

ird
 law

y
er b

ro
u
g
h
t in

 b
y
 C

o
o
p
er] 

w
o
u
ld

 sa
y
, w

h
a
t h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
 a

t su
c
h
 

an
d
 su

ch
 a tim

e, I k
n
ew

. A
n
d
 w

h
en

 
D

r. B
ern

ard
 D

iam
o
n
d
 cam

e in
to

 th
e 

case, th
e p

sy
ch

o
lo

g
ist fro

m
 B

erk
eley

, 
h
e
 fo

u
n
d
 th

a
t I w

a
s th

e
 c

h
ie

f re
-

p
o
sito

ry
 o

f k
n
o
w

led
g
e. It w

as k
in

d
 

o
f a

 c
irc

u
la

r th
in

g
. I w

a
n
te

d
 th

e
 

k
n
o
w

le
d
g
e
 so

 th
a
t I c

o
u
ld

 w
rite

 a
 

b
etter b

o
o
k
, b

u
t h

av
in

g
 th

e k
n
o
w

l-
ed

g
e, I b

ecam
e m

o
re o

f an
 in

tim
ate 

o
f th

e
 p

e
o
p
le

 in
sid

e
 th

e
 c

a
se

, a
n
d
  m

o
re v

alu
ab

le to
 th

em
, alm

o
st in

d
is-

p
e
n
sa

b
le

. B
y
 re

a
so

n
 o

f th
a
t fa

c
t I 

w
as allo

w
ed

 in
to

 th
eir co

n
feren

ces, 
an

d
 I w

o
u
ld

 learn
 m

u
ch

 m
o
re th

an
 I 

w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e k
n
o
w

n
 h

ad
 I b

een
 o

n
 th

e 
o
u
tsid

e o
r ju

st a w
riter w

ith
 w

h
o
m

 
th

ey
 w

ere co
o
p
eratin

g
." 

K
a
ise

r, lik
e
 m

o
st o

f u
s, h

a
s a

 
to

d
en

cy
 to

 ex
ag

g
erate h

is o
w

n
 im

-
M

rta
n
c
e
. W

h
e
n
 I a

s
k
e
d
 G

ra
n
t 

C
o
o
p
er ab

o
u
t th

e w
riter's ro

le in
 th

e 
case h

e said
: "K

aiser m
ad

e su
g
g
es-

tio
n
s o

n
 w

h
at to

p
ics to

 co
v
er, so

m
e 

v
ery

 so
lid

 co
n
stru

ctiv
e su

g
g
estio

n
s, 

b
u
t so

m
e w

ere u
sed

 an
d
 so

m
e w

ere 
n
o
t." D

id
 K

aiser ew
er w

rite a sp
eech

 
fo

r C
o
o
p
er? "O

h
 n

o
, n

o
, n

o
," said

 th
e 

law
y
er. 

K
a
ise

r d
id

 o
th

e
r th

in
g
s to

 h
e
lp

 
h
im

self. H
e h

ad
 th

e S
irh

an
s u

n
d
er 

a
n
 e

x
c
lu

siv
e
 c

o
n
tra

c
t, a

n
d
 w

h
e
n
 

o
th

er rep
o
rters ap

p
ro

ach
ed

 th
e fam

-
ily

 fo
r in

terv
iew

s, h
e co

u
ld

 b
eco

m
e 

-q
u
ite ag

itated
. F

eu
d
s d

ev
elo

p
ed

 w
ith

 
a few

 n
ew

sm
en

, w
h
o
 cam

e to
 d

islik
e 

h
im

 in
ten

sely
, an

d
 o

n
e ev

en
 rem

em
-

b
e
rs th

a
t K

a
ise

r th
re

a
te

n
e
d
 to

 g
e
t 

h
im

 in
 th

e b
o
o
k
. H

e d
id

n
't. 

K
a
ise

r's b
a
d
 h

u
m

o
r w

a
s a

g
g
ra

-
v
ated

 b
y
 h

is g
ro

w
in

g
 h

atred
 o

f th
e 

m
an

 h
e w

as, in
 effect, w

o
rk

in
g
 fo

r, 
S

irh
a
n
 B

ish
a
ra

 S
irh

a
n
: "I h

a
v
e
 a

 
h
e
ll o

f a
 te

m
p
e
r, I c

a
n
 re

a
lly

 te
a
r 

p
e
o
p
le

 a
p
a
rt. In

 th
is th

in
g
 I w

a
s 

alw
ay

s sw
allo

w
in

g
 m

y
 to

n
g
u
e an

d
 

n
o
t resp

o
n
d
in

g
, an

d
 p

reten
d
in

g
 to

 b
e 

v
ery

 sy
m

p
ath

etic w
h
en

 S
irh

an
 w

as 
te

llin
g
 m

e
 th

in
g
s b

y
 n

o
d
d
in

g
 a

n
d
 

d
raw

in
g
 h

im
 o

u
t in

stead
 o

f tellin
g
 

h
im

 w
h
at a real p

rick
 I th

o
u
g
h
t h

e 
w

a
s
."

 A
s
 th

e
 tria

l p
ro

g
re

s
s
e
d
, 

K
a
ise

r's fe
e
lin

g
s a

g
a
in

st S
irh

a
n
 

m
u
ltip

lied
. I ask

ed
 h

im
 w

h
y
, an

d
 h

e 
rep

lied
 th

is w
ay

: 
"
I th

in
k
 I w

a
s d

isg
u
ste

d
 w

ith
 

m
y
self fo

r n
o
t b

ein
g
 ab

le to
 p

u
ll o

n
e 

h
u
n
d
red

 p
ercen

t o
f th

e tru
th

 o
u
t o

f  h
im

, an
d
 I tu

rn
ed

 th
e d

isg
u
st to

w
ard

 
h
im

. I sh
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
lam

ed
 m

y
self fo

r 
p
erh

ap
s n

o
t h

av
in

g
 m

o
re fin

esse, b
u
t 

I b
lam

ed
 h

im
 fo

r b
ein

g
 so

 clo
sed

 an
d
 

fo
r n

o
t h

av
in

g
 en

o
u
g
h
 sen

se to
 co

n
-

fid
e in

 h
is p

sy
ch

iatrist, D
r. D

iam
o
n
d
, 

w
h
o
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e h
elp

ed
 h

im
. . . . In

-
ste

a
d
 h

e
 p

u
t h

is tru
st in

 th
e
 A

ra
b
s 

a
t th

e
 tria

l w
h
o
 g

o
t to

 h
im

 a
n
d
 

u
rg

ed
 h

im
 to

 b
eco

m
e an

 A
rab

 h
ero

 
an

d
 to

 u
se th

e trial as a p
ro

p
ag

an
d
a 

fo
ru

m
 fo

r th
e
ir g

rie
v
a
n
c
e
s a

g
a
in

st 
Isra

e
l, w

h
ic

h
 I th

o
u
g
h
t w

a
s a

 c
o
n
-

co
ctio

n
 all th

e w
ay

. 
"I w

as also
 p

issed
 o

ff at S
irh

an
's 

b
asic in

g
ratitu

d
e to

 D
iam

o
n
d
 fo

r all 
th

e w
o
rk

 h
e'd

 d
o
n
e, an

d
 C

o
o
p
er, to

o
. 

T
h
ey

 d
id

 n
o
t m

atter a h
ill o

f b
ean

s 
to

 S
irh

a
n
, n

o
r d

id
 h

is fa
m

ily
. O

n
e
 

tim
e d

u
rin

g
 th

e trial o
n
e o

f h
is b

ro
th

-
ers w

as stru
ck

 b
y
 a car an

d
 an

o
th

er 
b
ro

th
er w

as th
ro

w
n
 in

 jail, ch
arg

ed
 

w
ith

 fig
h
tin

g
 w

ith
 th

e p
o
lice in

 th
e 

h
o
sp

ital. (H
e w

as later -acq
u
itted

.) 
W

h
e
n
 S

irh
a
n
 h

e
a
rs a

b
o
u
t it, a

ll h
e
 

sa
y
s is, 'W

h
a
t a

re
 th

o
se

 b
a
sta

rd
s 

try
in

g
 to

 d
o
 to

 m
e?' H

e d
o
esn

't ev
en

 
ask

 h
o
w

 h
is b

ro
th

ers are. 
"H

e seem
ed

 to
tally

 w
rap

p
ed

 u
p
 in

 
h
im

self, an
d
 it m

ay
 b

e th
at m

y
 stan

-
d
ard

s are to
o
 h

ig
h
 an

d
 th

at I ex
p
ect 

to
o
 m

u
ch

 o
f a fello

w
 w

h
o
 is p

aran
o
id

 
sch

izo
p
h
ren

ic, acco
rd

in
g
 to

 m
o
st o

f 
th

e d
o
cto

rs w
h
o
 ex

am
in

ed
 h

im
. S

o
 

th
a
t w

a
s a

 fa
c
to

r. B
u
t th

e
 b

ig
g
e
st 

th
in

g
 w

as p
ro

b
ab

ly
 ju

st th
at h

e h
ad

 
k
ille

d
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
. I still c

a
n
't w

a
tc

h
 

o
n
e o

f th
o
se T

V
 d

o
cu

m
en

taries ab
o
u
t 

R
o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
 w

ith
o
u
t cry

in
g
. A

n
d
 

th
is g

u
y
 h

ad
 n

o
 rem

o
rse ab

o
u
t k

illin
g
 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
. A

t o
n
e
 p

o
in

t h
e
 sa

id
, 'I 

d
id

n
't k

n
o
w

 h
e h

ad
 so

 m
an

y
 ch

ild
ren

.' 
A

n
d
 th

at seem
ed

 to
 b

e th
e clo

sest h
e 

ev
er cam

e." 
A

fte
r th

e
 tria

l, S
irh

a
n
 b

e
c
a
m

e
 

m
o
re

 a
n
d
 m

o
re

 a
g
ita

te
d
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 

b
o
o
k
. In

 fa
c
t, h

e
 to

ld
 h

is la
w

y
e
rs 



b
o
o
k
s w

ith
 im

p
u
n
ity

 an
y
m

o
re, n

o
t 

ev
en

 o
n
 g

ro
u
n
d
s o

f o
b
scen

ity
. 

In
 p

u
b
lic

, S
irh

a
n
's a

tto
rn

e
y
s a

t-
tack

 K
aiser. B

u
t th

ey
 d

o
 n

o
t seem

 to
 

b
e p

ressin
g
 th

e su
it. A

fter th
ey

 lo
st 

in
 L

o
s A

n
g
eles, th

e law
y
ers ask

ed
 fo

r 
sev

eral p
o
stp

o
n
em

en
ts in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

, 
an

d
 b

y
 th

is w
ritin

g
 th

e su
it h

ad
 n

o
t 

y
et b

een
 h

eard
. M

ean
w

h
ile, th

e law
-

y
ers d

rew
 u

p
 a list o

f fifty
-six

 p
o
in

ts 
th

e
y
 w

a
n
te

d
 c

h
a
n
g
e
d
 in

 K
a
ise

r's 
m

an
u
scrip

t. (D
u
tto

n
's law

y
ers h

ad
 

p
ro

v
id

e
d

 th
e
m

 w
ith

 a
 c

o
p

y
, o

v
e
r 

K
aiser's o

b
jectio

n
s—

a d
o
u
b
le b

lo
w

 
fo

r th
e
 a

u
th

o
r sin

c
e
 h

e
 h

a
s to

 p
a
y

 
th

e p
u
b
lish

er's law
y
ers as w

ell as h
is 

ow
n.) 
K

aiser ag
reed

 to
 m

ak
e tw

o
 co

rrec-
tio

n
s. In

 o
n
e in

stan
ce h

e ch
an

g
ed

 th
e 

w
o
rd

 "
lik

e
ly

"
 to

 "
p
o
ssib

le
."

 In
 

a
n
o
th

e
r h

e
 a

d
d
e
d
 "P

a
le

stin
ia

n
" in

 
fro

n
t o

f "A
rab

" in
 a d

escrip
tio

n
 o

f 
S

irh
an

. T
h

e fifty
-six

 p
o

in
ts h

ad
 b

een
 

d
ra

fte
d
 m

a
in

ly
 b

y
 A

b
d
e
e
n
 Ja

b
a
ra

, 
w

h
o

 o
rig

in
ally

 g
o

t in
to

 th
e case as a 

rep
resen

tativ
e o

f th
e A

rab
 v

iew
p
o
in

t 
an

d
 co

n
sisten

tly
 p

u
sh

ed
 S

irh
an

 to
 see 

h
im

self as an
 A

rab
 h

ero
. A

 n
u
m

b
er 

o
f th

e
 su

g
g
e
stio

n
s c

o
n
c
e
rn

 th
a
t 

asp
ect o

f th
e case; fo

r in
stan

ce, th
e 

law
y

er w
an

ted
 "Jew

ish
 co

m
m

an
d

o
" 

c
h

a
n

g
e
d

 to
 "Z

io
n

ist te
rro

rist" a
n

d
 

ask
ed

 th
at m

o
re b

ack
g

ro
u

n
d

 b
e in

-
clu

d
ed

 o
n

 th
e A

rab
-Isr:Ieli w

ar. In
 

d
o

zen
s o

f p
laces, Jab

ara o
b

jects to
 

K
a
ise

r's in
te

rp
re

ta
tio

n
s b

y
 sa

y
in

g
, 

"It is th
e p

lain
tiff's p

o
sitio

n
 th

at th
e 

read
ers w

o
u
ld

 d
raw

 th
eir o

w
n
 co

n
-

c
lu

sio
n

s fro
m

 th
e
 fa

c
ts p

re
se

n
te

d
, 

an
d
 n

o
t h

av
e th

em
 d

raw
n
 fo

r th
em

." 
A

t th
e sam

e tim
e, th

e law
y
ers are 

p
rep

arin
g
 S

irh
an

's ap
p
eal fo

r a n
ew

 
tria

l. A
ll c

a
p
ita

l c
a
se

s a
re

 a
u
to

-
m

atically
 rev

iew
ed

 b
y
 th

e C
alifo

rn
ia 

S
u

p
re

m
e
 C

o
u

rt; e
v

e
n

 if th
e
 c

o
u

rt 
u
p
h
o
ld

s th
e v

erd
ict, n

u
m

ero
u
s av

e-
n
u
es o

f ap
p
eal rem

ain
 o

p
en

. It to
o
k
 

g
ran

ted
, th

e K
aiser b

o
o
k
 w

o
u
ld

 p
rej-

u
d

ice h
is rig

h
t to

 a fair an
d
 im

p
ar-

tia
l ju

ry
. H

e
 a

lso
 c

o
n
te

n
d
s th

a
t 

K
aiser u

sed
 p

sy
ch

iatric rep
o

rts w
ith

-
o

u
t p

erm
issio

n
, an

d
 th

at th
e au

th
o

r, 
as an

 in
v
estig

ato
r fo

r th
e d

efen
se, is 

still b
o
u
n
d
 b

y
 th

e law
y
er-clien

t rela-
tio

n
sh

ip
 to

 k
eep

 certain
 th

in
g

s co
n

-
fid

en
tial. M

o
reo

v
er, S

irh
an

 m
ain

tain
s 

th
a
t h

e
 w

a
s n

o
t c

o
m

p
e
te

n
t to

 sig
n

 
th

e
 c

o
n
tra

c
t w

ith
 K

a
ise

r, a
n
d
 th

a
t 

th
e law

y
ers w

h
o

 ad
v

ised
 h

im
 to

 sig
n

 
h
ad

 co
n
flictin

g
 in

terests, sin
ce th

ey
 

sto
o

d
 to

 p
ro

fit fro
m

 th
e b

o
o

k
. A

s a 
resu

lt, th
e su

it co
n
ten

d
s, th

e co
n
tract 

w
as in

v
alid

 iff th
e first p

lace. 
T

h
e su

it w
as filed

 b
o
th

 in
 L

o
s A

n
-

g
eles an

d
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

. In
 A

p
ril, L

o
s 

A
n
g
e
le

s C
o
u
n
ty

 S
u
p
e
rio

r C
o
u
rt 

Ju
d
g
e
 R

ic
h
a
rd

 S
c
h
a
u
e
r issu

e
d
 a

 
tem

p
o
rary

 restrain
in

g
 o

rd
er ag

ain
st 

th
e
 b

o
o
k
 a

n
d
 h

e
a
rd

 th
e
 a

rg
u
m

e
n
ts 

a few
 d

ay
s later. H

e rejected
 o

n
 th

e 
sp

o
t S

irh
an

's p
lea fo

r a p
relim

in
ary

 
in

ju
n
ctio

n
 ag

ain
st p

u
b
licatio

n
, n

o
tin

g
 

th
a
t th

e
 S

irh
a
n
s a

n
d
 th

e
ir la

w
y
e
rs 

h
a
d

 m
a
d

e
 n

o
 e

ffo
rt to

 re
tu

rn
 th

e
 

$
3

2
,0

0
0

 th
ey

 h
ad

 alread
y

 receiv
ed

 
u

n
d

er th
e co

n
tract th

ey
 claim

ed
 w

as 
in

v
alid

. 
M

o
st la

w
y
e
rs a

g
re

e
 w

ith
 Ju

d
g
e
 

S
ch

au
er th

at S
irh

an
's su

it h
as little 

v
a
lid

ity
. T

h
e
 ju

ry
 a

t h
is tria

l fe
lt 

h
e w

as co
m

p
eten

t en
o
u
g
h
 to

 p
lan

 a 
m

u
rd

e
r, a

n
d
 th

u
s h

e
 w

a
s p

ro
b
a
b
ly

 
co

m
p

eten
t en

o
u

g
h
 to

 sig
n

 a co
n

tract. 
E

v
en

 if h
e w

as in
co

m
p

eten
t, sev

eral 
m

em
b

ers o
f h

is fam
ily

 also
 sig

n
ed

. 
M

o
reo

v
er, th

e co
n
tract sp

ecifically
 

g
ives K

aiser th
e rig

h
t to

 p
u

b
lish

 h
is 

b
o
o
k
 after th

e S
u
p
erio

r C
o
u
rt trial, 

a
n
d
 m

a
k
e
s n

o
 m

e
n
tio

n
 o

f w
a
itin

g
 

fo
r th

e ap
p
eal. In

 fact, an
 ad

d
en

d
u
m

 
to

 th
e co

n
tract m

ak
es clear th

at p
ro

-
c
e
e
d

s fro
m

 th
e
 b

o
o

k
 w

o
u

ld
 h

e
lp

 
fin

an
ce an

 ap
p

eal. M
o

st im
p

o
rtan

t, 
ju

d
g

es ju
st d

o
 n

o
t g

o
 aro

u
n

d
 b

an
n

in
g

 

w
as in

carcerated
 o

n
 D

eath
 R

o
w

 in
 

S
an

 Q
u
en

tin
, h

e w
as co

n
fin

ed
 to

 a 
cell th

at m
easu

red
 fiv

e b
y

 elev
en

 feet 
an

d
 co

n
tain

ed
 a b

ed
, a tab

le, a sto
o

l, 
a w

ash
b
asin

 an
d
 a to

ilet. T
h
e clo

sest 
p
riso

n
ers w

ere fo
u
r cells aw

ay
, an

d
 

h
e
 h

a
d
 to

 sc
re

a
m

 to
 c

o
m

m
u
n
ic

a
te

,  
w

ith
 th

e
m

. E
v
e
n
 d

u
rin

g
 e

x
e
rc

ise
 

p
e
rio

d
s h

e
 is se

p
a
ra

te
d
 fro

m
 tIv

e
, 

o
th

e
r in

m
a
te

s b
y
 a

 fe
n
c
e
. "I c

a
n
't .  

sa
y

 th
a
t h

e
 h

a
s m

a
d

e
 a

n
y

 frie
n

d
s," 

sa
id

 W
a
rd

e
n

 L
o

u
is N

e
lso

n
, "b

u
t I 

th
in

k
 th

a
t p

e
o
p
le

 g
o
 u

p
 a

n
d
 ta

lk
 to

 
h

im
. H

e
 c

e
rta

in
ly

 h
a
s m

a
d

e
 so

m
e
 

a
c
q
u
a
in

ta
n
c
e
s." A

ll v
isito

rs h
a
v
e
 

b
een

 b
arred

, ex
cep

t h
is law

y
ers an

d
 

h
is

 fa
m

ily
, a

n
d

 th
e
 la

tte
r h

a
v

e
 

n
e
ith

e
r th

e
 tim

e
 n

o
r th

e
 m

o
n
e
y
 to

 
m

ak
e freq

u
en

t trip
s. In

 fact, h
is fo

u
r 

b
ro

th
ers in

sist th
ey

 can
n
o
t g

et w
o
rk

 
an

d
 th

at th
e fam

ily
 is liv

in
g
 in

 n
ear-

p
o
v
e
rty

. S
irh

a
n
 h

a
s a

sk
e
d
 fo

r su
b
-

scrip
tio

n
s to

 a n
u

m
b

er o
f n

ew
sp

ap
ers 

an
d

 m
ag

azin
es, in

clu
d

in
g

 sev
eral in

 
A

ra
b

ic
, a

n
d

 h
e
 re

a
d

s a
 g

o
o

d
 d

e
a
l. 

O
c
c
a
sio

n
a
lly

 h
e
 w

a
tc

h
e
s a

 T
V

 se
t 

h
u

n
g

 fro
m

 th
e w

all o
u

tsid
e h

is cell. 
"I can

't say
," said

 G
eo

rg
e S

h
ib

ley
, 

"th
at h

e's v
ery

 h
ap

p
y
 w

h
ere h

e is." 
G

ran
t C

o
o
p
er p

u
t it th

is w
ay

 : "I 
can

 sy
m

p
ath

ize w
ith

 th
e p

o
o

r g
u

y
. 

P
u
t y

o
u
rself in

 th
e p

o
sitio

n
 o

f S
irh

an
 

o
r an

y
o
n
e else sittin

g
 o

n
 D

eath
 R

o
w

 
w

ith
 n

o
th

in
g

 to
 d

o
. T

h
e d

eath
 p

en
alty

 
h

an
g

s o
v

er h
is h

ead
 lik

e th
e S

w
o

rd
 

o
f D

am
o

cles. H
e h

as n
o

th
in

g
 to

 lo
o

k
 

fo
rw

ard
 to

. A
ll h

e h
as to

 d
o

 all d
ay

 
lo

n
g
 is th

in
k
 o

f h
is o

w
n
 p

ro
b
le

m
s. 

. . . N
o

w
 h

e's u
p

 th
ere an

d
 th

e fello
w

 
w

ritin
g

 th
is b

o
o

k
 w

o
n

't let h
im

 see 
th

e
 m

a
n

u
sc

rip
t. H

e
 m

u
st im

a
g

in
e
 

th
at th

e reaso
n
 h

e w
o
n
't let h

im
 see 

it is th
at h

e is treated
 u

n
fairly

. P
o

o
r 

b
astard

, I feel so
rry

 fo
r h

im
." 

T
h
e
 m

a
in

 c
o
n
te

n
tio

n
 o

f S
irh

a
n
's 

su
it is th

a
t h

e
 is n

o
w

 re
q
u
e
stin

g
 a

 
n
e
w

 tria
l, a

n
d
 if s

u
c
h
 a

 tria
l is

 

after h
e g

o
t to

 S
an

 Q
u
en

tin
 th

at th
e 

b
o
o
k
 b

o
th

ered
 h

im
 m

o
re th

an
 an

y
-

th
in

g
 else. O

n
e ex

p
lan

atio
n
 w

as th
at 

K
a
ise

r h
a
d
 w

ritte
n
 a

n
 a

rtic
le

 fo
r 

L
ife 

d
u
rin

g
 th

e
 tria

l in
 w

h
ic

h
 h

e
 

q
u

o
ted

 S
irh

an
 as say

in
g

, "C
o

o
p

er is 
d

e
fe

n
d

in
g

 a
 p

u
n

k
 lik

e
 m

e
." A

d
e
l 

S
irh

a
n

 c
o

n
v

in
c
e
d

 h
is b

ro
th

e
r th

a
t 

K
aiser h

ad
 called

 h
im

 a p
u
n
k
, ev

en
 

th
o

u
g

h
 K

a
ise

r w
a
s u

sin
g

 S
irh

a
n

's 
o
w

n
 w

o
rd

s. T
h
e
n
, w

h
e
n
 K

a
ise

r 
started

 w
ritin

g
, S

irh
an

 d
em

an
d
ed

 to
 

see th
e m

an
u

scrip
t. C

o
o

p
er, w

h
o

 felt 
h

is first o
b

lig
atio

n
 w

as to
 h

is clien
t, 

trie
d

 to
 w

o
rk

 o
u

t a
n

 a
rra

n
g

e
m

e
n

t 
w

h
ereb

y
 h

e, C
o
o
p
er, w

o
u
ld

 ad
ju

d
i-

cate all d
isp

u
tes. K

aiser ag
reed

 n
o
t 

to
 p

u
t an

y
th

in
g
 in

 th
e b

o
o
k
 to

 jeo
p
-

a
rd

iz
e
 S

irh
a
n
's

 a
p
p
e
a
l, b

u
t h

is
 

la
w

y
e
rs to

ld
 h

im
 n

o
t to

 sh
o

w
 th

e
 

m
a
n

u
sc

rip
t to

 a
n

y
o

n
e
. S

irh
a
n

 w
a
s 

alread
y
 u

p
set b

y
 th

e w
ay

 h
is law

y
ers 

h
ad

 h
an

d
led

 th
e case an

d
 th

e v
erd

ict 
th

ey
 h

ad
 g

o
tten

 ("W
e co

u
ld

n
't h

av
e 

d
o
n
e an

y
 w

o
rse," C

o
o
p
er co

n
ced

ed
). 

W
h
en

 C
o
o
p
er m

ad
e n

o
 h

ead
w

ay
 w

ith
 

K
aiser, S

irh
an

 w
as so

 en
rag

ed
 th

at 
h
e fired

 h
is th

ree atto
rn

ey
s an

d
 h

ired
 

th
ree n

ew
 o

n
es: L

u
k
e M

cK
issack

, a 
lo

cal law
y
er w

h
o
 h

as rep
resen

ted
 th

e 
B

lack
 P

an
th

ers an
d

 o
rig

in
ally

 v
o

lu
n

-
teered

 to
 d

efen
d
 S

irh
an

, G
eo

rg
e E

. 
S

h
ib

ley
 o

f L
o
n

g
 B

each
, an

d
 A

b
d

een
 

Jab
ara o

f D
etro

it. T
h

e latter tw
o

 are 
o
f A

rab
ic ex

tractio
n
. B

y
 S

ep
tem

b
er, 

K
aiser h

ad
 fin

ish
ed

 h
is m

an
u
scrip

t 
a
n
d
 d

e
liv

e
re

d
 it to

 D
u
tto

n
, w

h
ic

h
 

o
rig

in
ally

 p
lan

n
ed

 to
 p

u
b
lish

 it last 
sp

rin
g
. B

u
t th

e m
an

u
scrip

t w
as still 

b
ein

g
 ed

ited
 in

 M
arch

—
th

e p
u
b
lish

er 
cu

t o
u

t th
ree h

u
n

d
red

 p
ag

es—
w

h
en

 
S

irh
a
n
's n

e
w

 a
tto

rn
e
y
s file

d
 a

 su
it 

th
at ask

ed
 fo

r an
 in

ju
n

ctio
n
 ag

ain
st 

th
e b

o
o
k

 an
d

 $
2
,0

0
0
,0

0
0

 in
 d

am
ag

es. 
S

irh
an

's fears ab
o

u
t th

e b
o

o
k

 an
d

 
h
is alm

o
st fan

atical d
esire to

 sto
p
 it 

g
rew

 o
u

t o
f h

is co
n

d
itio

n
. W

h
en

 h
e 

It isn't easy. 
T

hese five leading Scotches look pretty 



C
ary

l C
h
essm

an
 tw

elv
e y

ears to
 ex

h
au

st 

a
ll th

e
 p

o
ssib

ilitie
s a

n
d
 S

irh
a
n
 c

o
u
ld

 
tak

e alm
o
st as lo

n
g
. S

irh
an

, o
f co

u
rse, 

d
o
es n

o
t claim

 to
 b

e in
n
o
cen

t. T
h
ro

u
g
h
-

o
u
t th

e
 tria

l th
e
 d

e
fe

n
se

 m
a
in

ta
in

e
d
 

th
a
t it w

a
s o

n
ly

 a
sk

in
g
 fo

r a
 v

e
rd

ic
t 

o
f seco

n
d
 d

eg
ree m

u
rd

er b
ased

 o
n
 th

e 
th

e
o
ry

 th
a
t S

irh
a
n
 h

a
d
 "d

im
in

ish
e
d
 

c
a
p
a
c
ity

" to
 m

a
k
e
 a

 "m
a
tu

re
" p

re
-

m
ed

itated
 ju

d
g
m

en
t to

 k
ill K

en
n
ed

y
. 

B
u
t in

 th
e
ir re

q
u
e
st fo

r a
 n

e
w

 tria
l, 

S
irh

an
's law

y
ers are m

ak
in

g
 th

ree m
ain

 

p
o
in

ts: 

1
. Ju

d
g
e
 H

e
rb

e
rt V

. W
a
lk

e
r w

a
s in

 
erro

r w
h
en

 h
e refu

sed
 to

 accep
t a b

ar-
g
a
in

 b
e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 d

e
fe

n
se

 a
n
d
 th

e
 

p
ro

secu
tio

n
. T

h
e p

ro
secu

tio
n
 h

ad
 ag

reed
 

to
 a life sen

ten
ce in

stead
 o

f th
e d

eath
 

p
en

alty
 an

d
 th

e d
efen

se ag
reed

 to
 p

lead
 

first-d
eg

ree m
u
rd

er. B
u
t Ju

d
g
e W

alk
er, 

co
n
scio

u
s o

f th
e d

o
u
b
t an

d
 co

n
fu

sio
n
 

th
a
t h

a
d
 su

rro
u
n
d
e
d
 o

th
e
r a

ssa
ssin

a
-

tio
n
s, w

a
n
te

d
 th

e
 fu

ll sto
ry

 sp
re

a
d
V

n
 

th
e reco

rd
. 

2
. T

h
e
 c

o
u
rt e

rro
n
e
o
u
sly

 a
c
c
e
p
te

d
 

illeg
ally

 seized
 ev

id
en

ce, p
articu

larly
 

S
irh

an
's n

o
teb

o
o
k
, w

h
ich

 w
as tak

en
 

fro
m

 h
is h

o
m

e
 w

ith
o
u
t a

 se
a
rc

h
 

w
a
rra

n
t. 

3
. T

h
e
 c

o
u
rt w

a
s w

ro
n
g
 in

 p
re

-
v
en

tin
g
 th

e d
efen

se fro
m

 in
tro

d
u
cin

g
 

e
x
te

n
siv

e
 e

v
id

e
n
c
e
 re

g
a
rd

in
g
 th

e
 

P
a
le

stin
ia

n
 w

a
r a

n
d
 its e

ffe
c
ts o

n
 

S
irh

an
. 

W
h
atev

er h
ap

p
en

s to
 S

irh
an

's ap
-

p
eal, K

aiser's b
o
o
k
 is sch

ed
u
led

 to
 

ap
p
ear im

m
in

en
tly

, an
d
 th

e au
th

o
r 

fe
e
ls th

a
t th

e
 e

v
id

e
n
c
e
 h

e
 p

re
se

n
ts 

sh
o
u
ld

 "reo
p
en

 th
e case." In

 h
is fin

al 
c
h
a
p
te

r, K
a
ise

r a
sk

s th
e
 q

u
e
stio

n
: 

"W
h
y
 d

id
 S

irh
an

 k
ill K

en
n
ed

y
?" H

e 
re

c
o
u
n
ts a

 n
u
m

b
e
r o

f fa
m

ilia
r re

a
-

so
n
s, w

h
ich

h
e d

o
es n

o
t b

u
y
, an

d
 th

en
 

ad
d
s: "I b

eliev
e th

ere w
ere so

m
e co

-
co

n
sp

irato
rs, so

m
e w

ittin
g
, so

m
e all 

to
o
 u

n
w

ittin
g
." T

h
e
 "u

n
w

ittin
g
" 

o
n
e
s, K

a
ise

r a
sse

rts, in
c
lu

d
e
 th

e
 

B
la

c
k
 P

a
n
th

e
rs a

n
d
 o

th
e
r g

ro
u
p
s 

w
h
o
 h

av
e h

elp
ed

 create a "clim
ate 

o
f v

io
len

ce" in
 th

e co
u
n
try

. B
u
t w

h
o
 

are th
e "w

ittin
g
" o

n
es? K

aiser d
o
es 

n
o
t sa

y
. W

h
e
n
 I a

sk
e
d
 h

im
 a

b
o
u
t 

th
ese statem

en
ts in

 th
e last ch

ap
ter, 

K
aiser an

sw
ered

 th
is w

ay
 : 

"M
y
 m

a
in

 re
a
so

n
 fo

r sa
y
in

g
 th

e
 

case is o
p
en

 an
d
 o

u
g
h
t to

 b
e o

p
en

 in
 

th
e
 m

in
d
s o

f th
e
 p

u
b
lic

 is th
a
t m

y
 

co
n
tin

u
in

g
 co

n
v
ersatio

n
s w

ith
 S

irh
an

 
in

d
ic

a
te

 th
a
t h

e
's c

o
v
e
rin

g
 u

p
, th

a
t 

h
e
 k

n
o
w

s a
 h

e
ll o

f a
 lo

t m
o
re

 th
a
n
 

h
e
's w

illin
g
 to

 te
ll. I'm

 m
o
st in

-
trig

u
e
d
 b

y
 h

is a
sse

rtio
n
s th

a
t 'th

e
 

F
.B

.I. d
o
esn

't k
n
o
w

 ev
ery

th
in

g
' an

d
 

th
a
t 'th

e
y
 d

id
 'a

 lo
u
sy

 jo
b
 o

n
 th

e
ir 

in
v
estig

atio
n
.' H

e d
o
esn

't k
n
o
w

 w
h
at 

th
e in

v
estig

atio
n
 w

as, h
e d

id
n
't read

 
six

 th
o
u
san

d
 p

ag
es o

f F
.B

.I. rep
o
rts, 

a
n
d
 y

e
t h

e
 k

n
o
w

s th
e
y
 d

id
 a

 lo
u
sy

 
jo

b
 o

f in
v
estig

atio
n
. I can

 o
n
ly

 co
n
-

c
lu

d
e
 th

a
t th

e
re

 is so
m

e
 im

p
o
rta

n
t 

p
erso

n
 o

r p
erso

n
s in

v
o
lv

ed
 w

ith
 h

im
 

th
a
t th

e
 F

.B
.I. h

a
v
e
 n

o
t c

o
m

e
 u

p
 

w
ith

. B
ecau

se if th
ey

 h
ad

 co
m

e u
p
 

w
ith

 th
em

 S
irh

an
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e k
n
o
w

n
 

ab
o
u
t th

em
. 

"T
h
ere is a seco

n
d
 reaso

n
. W

h
en

 
D

r. D
ia

m
o
n
d
 p

u
ts h

im
 u

n
d
e
r h

y
p
-

n
o
sis an

d
 say

s, 'S
irh

an
, d

id
 an

y
b
o
d
y
 

h
elp

 y
o
u
 in

 th
is, d

id
 an

y
o
n
e tell y

o
u
 

to
 k

ill K
e
n
n
e
d
y
,' h

e
 b

a
lk

s; it ta
k
e
s 

h
im

 six
 seco

n
d
s to

 an
sw

er th
at q

u
es-

tio
n
. W

h
e
re

a
s th

e
 o

th
e
r q

u
e
stio

n
s 

th
at d

o
n
't in

v
o
lv

e th
e assassin

atio
n
 

h
e an

sw
ers im

m
ed

iately
, an

d
 th

at's 
a
 b

e
a
u
tifu

l in
d
ic

a
tio

n
. T

a
lk

 to
 a

n
y
 

p
sy

c
h
ia

trist a
b
o
u
t w

h
a
t b

lo
c
k
in

g
 

m
ean

s. U
n
d
er h

y
p
n
o
sis, if I ask

 y
o
u
 a 

q
u
estio

n
 th

at sh
o
ck

s y
o
u
, y

o
u
're go-

in
g
 

to
 h

e
d
g
e
, a

n
d
 d

o
 th

e
 n

o
rm

a
l  re

lia
b
le

 w
itn

e
sse

s re
p
o
rte

d
 se

e
in

g
 

S
irh

an
 th

ree d
ifferen

t tim
es p

rio
r to

 
th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 a

t p
la

c
e
s w

h
e
T

e
. 

K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as su
p
p
o
sed

 to
 b

e. In
 at 

least o
n
e case th

e w
itn

esses said
 h

e 
h
ad

 a g
irl w

ith
 h

im
. M

o
reo

v
er, o

n
e 

o
f th

e b
est w

itn
esses to

 th
e assassi-

n
a
tio

n
, V

in
c
e
n
t D

iP
ie

rro
, in

siste
d
 

th
a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 se

e
n
 a

 g
irl w

e
a
rin

g
 a

 
p
o
lk

a-d
o
t d

ress stan
d
in

g
 n

ex
t to

 S
ir-

h
an

 in
 th

e p
an

try
 o

f th
e A

m
b
assad

o
r 

b
efo

re th
e m

u
rd

er. B
u
t p

o
lice co

u
ld

 
n
e
v
e
r fin

d
 th

e
 g

irl. W
h
a
t d

o
e
s th

is 
m

e
a
n
?
 O

n
ly

, K
a
ise

r sa
y
s in

 th
e
 

b
o
o
k
, th

a
t it is p

o
ssib

le
 th

a
t som

e-
b
o
d
y else w

a
s in

v
o
lv

e
d
 in

 S
irh

a
n
's 

effo
rts to

 k
ill K

en
n
ed

y
. "I still h

ad
 

a feelin
g
," K

aiser w
ro

te, "th
at so

m
e-

w
h
e
re

 in
 S

irh
a
n
's re

c
e
n
t p

a
st th

e
re

 
w

as a sh
ad

o
w

y
 so

m
eo

n
e. . . . R

o
b
ert 

K
en

n
ed

y
 h

ad
 en

em
ies w

h
o
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e 
ch

o
sen

 S
irh

an
, w

ith
 h

is an
ti-au

th
o
r-

ity
 fe

e
lin

g
s a

n
d
 h

is in
e
rt p

a
ra

n
o
ia

, 
a
s a

 p
o
ssib

le
 to

o
l." N

o
w

h
e
re

 d
o
e
s 

K
a
ise

r sta
te

 e
x
p
lic

itly
 w

h
o
 th

a
t 

"sh
a
d
o
w

y
 so

m
e
o
n
e
" w

a
s. H

e
 d

o
e
s 

criticize th
e p

o
lice fo

r n
o
t ex

p
lo

rin
g
 

S
irh

a
n
's frie

n
d
sh

ip
s w

ith
 a

 m
a
n
 

w
h
o
 alleg

ed
ly

 h
ad

 M
afia co

n
n
ectio

n
s, 

an
o
th

er w
h
o
 in

tro
d
u
ced

 S
irh

an
 to

 th
e 

o
ccu

lt, an
d
 a th

ird
 w

h
o
 w

as S
irh

an
's 

ex
-ro

o
m

m
ate. H

e also
 criticizes th

em
 

fo
r th

e
ir "n

a
iv

e
" in

v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 o

f a
 

rep
o
rt th

at Jim
m

y
 H

o
ffa h

ad
 h

ired
 

so
m

eo
n
e to

 k
ill K

en
n
ed

y
—

a rep
o
rt 

started
 b

y
 o

n
e o

f H
o
ffa's fello

w
 in

-
m

a
te

s a
t L

e
w

isb
u
rg

 S
ta

te
 P

e
n
ite

n
-

tia
ry

 in
 P

e
n
n
sy

lv
a
n
ia

. B
u
t it w

a
s 

o
n
ly

 w
h
en

 I p
ressed

 K
aiser fu

rth
er 

th
a
t h

e
 a

d
m

itte
d
 h

e
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

e
re

 
m

ig
h
t b

e a lin
k
 b

etw
een

 H
o
ffa an

d
 

th
e
 th

e
o
ry

 th
a
t so

m
e
o
n
e
 h

a
d
 "p

ro
-

g
ram

m
ed

" S
irh

an
. H

e h
ad

 v
irtu

ally
 

n
o
 ev

id
en

ce fo
r h

is su
sp

icio
n
s, h

o
w

-
ev

er, ex
cep

t fo
r a stran

g
e ch

aracter 
n
am

ed
 Jerry

 O
w

en
, a p

reach
er w

ith
 

an
 arrest reco

rd
 w

h
o
 to

ld
 th

e p
o
lice 

th
at h

e h
ad

 p
ick

ed
 u

p
 S

irh
an

 h
itch

-
h
ik

in
g
 th

e
 d

a
y
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 m

u
rd

e
r. 

O
w

e
n
, it se

e
m

s, m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 a

 p
riz

e
-

fig
h
te

r w
h
o
 w

o
rk

e
d
 o

u
t in

 a
 L

o
s 

A
n
g
eles g

y
m

 o
w

n
ed

 b
y
 th

e T
eam

-
ste

rs. It w
a
s th

e
 m

o
st te

n
u
o
u
s o

f 
c
o
n
n
e
c
tio

n
s, b

u
t K

a
ise

r w
a
s still 

in
trig

u
ed

: 
"It lo

o
k
ed

 lik
e O

w
en

's sto
ry

 ab
o
u
t 

p
ic

k
in

g
 S

irh
a
n
 u

p
 w

a
s a

 c
o
v
e
r. It 

lo
o
k
ed

 lik
e h

e w
as try

in
g
 to

 h
av

e an
 

alib
i in

 case an
y
b
o
d
y
 h

ad
 seen

 h
im

 
w

ith
 S

irh
a
n
. I a

sk
e
d
 S

irh
a
n
 a

b
o
u
t 

h
im

, b
u
t I ask

ed
 h

im
 after th

e co
p
s 

h
ad

 ask
ed

 A
d
el, h

is b
ro

th
er, to

 ask
 

S
irh

an
 ab

o
u
t O

w
en

. A
n
d
 S

irh
an

 h
ad

 



started
 b

y
 o

n
e o

f H
o
ffa's fello

w
 in

-
m

ates at L
ew

isb
u
rg

 S
tate P

en
iten

-
tia

ry
 in

 P
e
n
n
sy

lv
a
n
ia

. B
u
t it w

a
s 

o
n
ly

 w
h
en

 I p
ressed

 K
aiser fu

rth
er 

th
a
t h

e
 a

d
m

itte
d
 h

e
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

e
re

 
m

ig
h
t b

e a lin
k
 b

etw
een

 H
o
ffa an

d
 

th
e th

eo
ry

 th
at so

m
eo

n
e h

ad
 "p

ro
-

g
ram

m
ed

" S
irh

an
. H

e h
ad

 v
irtu

ally
 

n
o

 ev
id

en
ce fo

r h
is su

sp
icio

n
s, h

o
w

-
ev

er, ex
cep

t fo
r a stran

g
e ch

aracter 
n
am

ed
 Jerry

 O
w

en
, a p

reach
er w

ith
 

an
 arrest reco

rd
 w

h
o
 to

ld
 th

e p
o
lice 

th
at h

e h
ad

 p
ick

ed
 u

p
 S

irh
an

 h
itch

-
h
ik

in
g
 th

e
 d

a
y
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 m

u
rd

e
r. 

O
w

en
, it seem

s, m
an

ag
ed

 a p
rize-

fig
h
te

r w
h
o
 w

o
rk

e
d
 o

u
t in

 a
 L

o
s 

A
n
g
eles g

y
m

 o
w

n
ed

 b
y
 th

e T
eam

-
ste

rs. It w
a
s th

e
 m

o
st te

n
u
o
u
s o

f 
c
o
n
n
e
c
tio

n
s, b

u
t K

a
ise

r w
a
s still 

in
trig

u
ed

: 
"It lo

o
k
ed

 lik
e O

w
en

's sto
ry

 ab
o
u
t 

p
ick

in
g
 S

irh
an

 u
p
 w

as 
a 

co
v

er. It 
lo

o
k

ed
 lik

e h
e w

as try
in

g
 to

 h
av

e an
 

alib
i in

 case an
y
b
o
d
y
 h

ad
 seen

 h
im

 
w

ith
 S

irh
a
n

. I a
sk

e
d

 S
irh

a
n

 a
b

o
u

t 
h
im

, b
u
t I ask

ed
 h

im
 after th

e co
p
s 

h
ad

 ask
ed

 A
d
el, h

is b
ro

th
er, to

 ask
 

S
irh

an
 ab

o
u

t O
w

en
. A

n
d

 S
irh

an
 h

ad
 

to
ld

 A
d
e
l to

 te
ll th

e
 c

o
p
s th

a
t h

e
 

d
id

n
't k

n
o
w

 O
w

en
 an

d
 th

at h
e w

as at 
h

o
m

e all d
ay

 o
n

 M
o

n
d

ay
, Ju

n
e 3

, th
e 

d
ay

 O
w

en
 said

 
h
e 

h
a
d
 p

ic
k
e
d
 u

p
 

S
irh

a
n
. W

e
ll, S

irh
a
n
 w

a
s n

o
t a

t 
h
o
m

e all d
ay

 o
n
 M

o
n
d
ay

, th
at w

as a 
lie w

e su
b
seq

u
en

tly
 u

n
co

v
ered

. H
e 

p
u
t th

ree h
u
n
d
red

 an
d
 fifty

 m
iles o

n
 

h
is c

a
r th

a
t d

a
y
. S

o
 w

h
e
n
 I a

sk
e
d
 

S
irh

an
 th

e first tim
e ab

o
u

t O
w

en
 h

e 
said

, 'O
h

, is th
at th

e p
reach

er g
u

y
?' 

N
o
th

in
g
 to

 it. 
"I k

in
d
 o

f k
ep

t O
w

en
 filed

 in
 th

e 
b
a
c
k
 o

f m
y
 m

in
d
. W

h
e
n
 I g

a
in

e
d
 

m
o
re rap

p
o
rt w

ith
 S

irh
an

, an
d
 w

e 
w

ere talk
in

g
 ab

o
u

t co
n

sp
iracy

 an
-

g
les an

d
 o

th
er p

eo
p
le th

at m
ay

 h
av

e 
p
u
t h

im
 u

p
 to

 it, w
ith

 o
r w

ith
o
u
t h

is 
k
n
o
w

led
g
e, I said

, d
o
 y

o
u
 w

an
t m

e 
to

 fo
llo

w
 u

p
 o

n
 so

m
e o

f th
ese lead

s 
as an

 in
v
estig

ato
r fo

r th
e d

efen
se. 

A
n
d
 h

e said
, 'W

ell, g
ee, n

o
n
e o

f m
y
 

frien
d
s w

o
u
ld

 d
o
 an

y
th

in
g
 lik

e th
is.' 

I w
as p

articu
larly

 in
terested

 in
 T

o
m

 

trig
u
e
d
 b

y
 h

is a
sse

rtio
n
s th

a
t 'th

e
 

F
.B

.I. d
o
esn

't k
n
o
w

 ev
ery

th
in

g
' an

d
 

th
a
t 'th

e
y
 d

id
 a

 lo
u
sy

 jo
b
 o

n
 th

e
ir 

in
v

estig
atio

n
.' H

e d
o

esn
't k

n
o

w
 w

h
at 

th
e in

v
estig

atio
n
 w

as, h
e d

id
n
't read

 
six

 th
o
u
san

d
 p

ag
es o

f F
.B

.I. rep
o
rts, 

a
n
d
 y

e
t h

e
 k

n
o
w

s th
e
y
 d

id
 a

 lo
u
sy

 
jo

b
 o

f in
v
estig

atio
n
. I can

 o
n
ly

 co
n
-

c
lu

d
e
 th

a
t th

e
re

 is so
m

e
 im

p
o
rta

n
t 

p
erso

n
 o

r p
erso

n
s in

v
o

lv
ed

 w
ith

 h
im

 
th

a
t th

e
 F

.B
.I. h

a
v
e
 n

o
t c

o
m

e
 u

p
 

w
ith

. B
ecau

se if th
ey

 h
ad

 co
m

e u
p
 

w
ith

 th
em

 S
irh

an
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e k
n
o
w

n
 

ab
o
u
t th

em
. 

"T
h
ere is a seco

n
d
 reaso

n
. W

h
en

 
D

r. D
ia

m
o
n
d
 p

u
ts h

im
 u

n
d
e
r h

y
p
-

n
o
sis an

d
 say

s, `S
irh

an
, d

id
 an

y
b
o
d
y
 

h
elp

 y
o
u
 in

 th
is, d

id
 an

y
o
n
e tell y

o
u
 

to
 k

ill K
e
n

n
e
d

y
,' h

e
 b

a
lk

s; it ta
k

e
s 

h
im

 six
 seco

n
d
s to

 an
sw

er th
at q

u
es-

tio
n
. W

h
e
re

a
s th

e
 o

th
e
r q

u
e
stio

n
s 

th
at d

o
n
't in

v
o
lv

e th
e assassin

atio
n
 

h
e an

sw
ers im

m
ed

iately
, an

d
 th

at's 
a
 b

e
a
u
tifu

l in
d
ic

a
tio

n
. T

a
lk

 to
 a

n
y
 

p
sy

c
h
ia

trist a
b
o
u
t w

h
a
t b

lo
c
k
in

g
 

m
ean

s. U
n
d
er h

y
p
n
o
sis, if I ask

 y
o
u
 a 

q
u
estio

n
 th

at sh
o
ck

s y
o
u
, y

o
u
're g

o
-

in
g
 to

 h
e
d
g
e
, a

n
d
 d

o
 th

e
 n

o
rm

a
l 

th
in

g
 y

o
u
're g

o
in

g
 to

 d
o
. S

irh
an

 d
id

 
th

is a
ll th

e
 tim

e
. W

h
e
n
e
v
e
r w

e
 g

o
t 

in
to

 q
u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t o

th
ers, h

e w
o
u
ld

 
e
ith

e
r b

lo
c
k
 o

r a
n
sw

e
r n

o
th

in
g
 o

r 
ev

en
 g

o
 to

 sleep
." 

K
a
ise

r se
e
m

s to
 b

e
 ju

m
p
in

g
 to

 
co

n
clu

sio
n
s. S

irh
an

's talk
 ab

o
u
t th

e 
F

.B
.I. co

u
ld

 b
e m

ere b
rav

ad
o
. T

h
e 

p
sy

c
h
ia

tric
 te

sts a
re

 m
o
re

 in
te

re
st-

in
g
. W

h
y
 d

id
 S

irh
an

 b
lo

ck
? D

r. D
ia-

m
o
n
d
 p

o
site

d
 th

e
 th

e
o
ry

, K
a
ise

r 
re

c
o
u
n
ts in

 th
e
 b

o
o
k
, th

a
t S

irh
a
n
 

w
as an

 ex
trem

ely
 su

g
g
estib

le p
erso

n
 

w
h
o
 h

a
d
 so

m
e
h
o
w

 "p
ro

g
ra

m
m

e
d
" 

h
im

se
lf to

 k
ill K

e
n

n
e
d

y
 b

y
 sc

rib
-

b
lin

g
 o

v
e
r a

n
d
 o

v
e
r a

g
a
in

 in
 h

is 
n
o
teb

o
o
k
 th

at "R
.F

.K
. m

u
st d

ie." O
n
 

th
e
 n

ig
h
t o

f th
e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 h

e
 

co
u
ld

 h
av

e p
u
t h

im
self in

to
 a tran

ce 
an

d
 fo

llo
w

ed
 th

e in
stru

ctio
n
s h

e h
ad

 
p
rev

io
u
sly

 w
ritten

 d
o
w

n
 fo

r h
im

self. 
K

aiser ag
rees w

ith
 th

e "p
ro

g
ram

-
m

in
g
" th

e
o
ry

, b
u
t ta

k
e
s it o

n
e
 ste

p
 

farth
er. H

e fo
u
n
d
 it sig

n
ifican

t th
at 

W
h

e
r
e
-to

-b
u

y
-it?

 C
a
ll 8

0
0
-5

5
3
-9

5
5
0
 to

ll tre
e
. 
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S
e
e
 I.R

•I•S
 d

e
ta

ils o
n

 la
st p

a
g
e
. 

D
ear S

u
b

scrib
ers: 

H
av

e y
o
u
 m

o
v
ed

 recen
tly

? 
D

id
 y

o
u
 let u

s k
n
o
w

? 
If n

o
t, p

lease tu
rn

 to
 p

ag
e 6

4
 a

n
d
 fill o

u
t th

e co
u
p
o
n
. 

It w
ill facilitate g

ettin
g
 co

p
ies to

 y
o
u
. 

D
ecem

b
er, as y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

, is alw
ay

s filled
 w

ith
 g

o
o
d
ies. 



R
ath

k
e, th

e gu
y w

h
o in

trod
u

ced
 S

ir-
h

a
n

 to
 th

e o
ccu

lt. H
e w

a
s p

retty
 

ad
am

an
t ab

ou
t 'D

on
't talk

 to R
ath

k
e, 

h
e's a

 g
o

o
d

 g
u

y
.' T

h
en

 I a
sk

ed
 h

im
 

ab
ou

t Jerry O
w

en
, an

d
 h

e said
, 'W

ell, 
m

ayb
e O

w
en

 cou
ld

 lead
 you

 to som
e-

b
o

d
y

 w
h

o
 h

a
d

 in
flu

en
ce o

v
er m

e.' I 
w

a
s p

lea
sed

 w
ith

 th
a
t m

u
ch

 a
t th

e 
tim

e—
I k

n
ew

 S
irh

an
 w

ou
ld

 tu
rn

 off 
if I a

sk
ed

 p
ro

b
in

g
 seco

n
d

 o
r th

ird
 

q
u

estio
n

s—
so

 I left it, th
in

k
in

g
 I 

w
o
u

ld
 co

m
e b

a
ck

 to
 it so

m
e o

th
er 

tim
e a

n
d

 I n
ev

er rea
lly

 d
id

. A
n

d
 

th
ere it is, it's o

n
e o

f th
o
se stu

p
id

 
th

in
g

s. . . ."
 

K
a
iser p

o
in

ts to
 o

th
er th

in
g
s in

 
th

e b
o

o
k

 w
h

ich
 b

o
lster h

is b
elief in

 
a
 co

n
sp

ira
cy

. F
o
r in

sta
n

ce, S
irh

a
n

 
claim

ed
 th

at h
e d

ecid
ed

 to k
ill K

en
-

n
ed

y w
h

en
 h

e saw
 a T

V
 d

ocu
m

en
tary 

th
a

t lin
k

ed
 th

e S
en

a
to

r to
 Isra

el. 
B

u
t th

e telev
isio

n
 sh

o
w

 d
id

 n
o
t a

p
-

p
ea

r in
 L

o
s A

n
g

eles u
n

til M
a

y
 2

0
, 

a
n

d
 S

irh
a
n

 h
a
d

 w
ritten

 in
 h

is n
o
te-

b
ook

 th
at h

e h
ad

 to k
ill K

en
n

ed
y on

 
M

a
y

 1
8

. T
h

e n
o

teb
o

o
k

 co
n

ta
in

ed
 

oth
er in

terestin
g tid

b
its. O

n
 alm

ost 
ev

ery
 p

a
g
e w

h
ere K

en
n

ed
y
 is m

en
-

tion
ed

, so is m
on

ey. O
n

e of th
e p

ages 
also con

tain
s th

e n
ote, "

H
ello T

om
, 

w
o
u

ld
 y

o
u

 m
eet m

e a
t th

e a
irp

o
rt, 

I'm
 co

m
in

g
 u

p
 T

u
esd

a
y

."
 A

t a
n

-
oth

er p
oin

t S
irh

an
 w

rote, "
L

et u
s d

o 
it, let u

s d
o
 it."

 
"

N
o
w

 it co
u

ld
 b

e th
e ed

ito
ria

l 
'w

e.' "
 K

aiser told
 m

e, "
b

u
t th

e n
ote-

b
o
o
k

 is v
ery

 in
trig

u
in

g
. W

h
en

 B
er-

m
an

 read
 th

e n
oteb

ook
 for th

e first 
tim

e in
 C

oop
er's office, w

e w
ere read

-
in

g it togeth
er, w

e h
ad

n
't seen

 it u
n

-
til th

a
t m

o
m

en
t. B

erm
a
n

 fin
ish

es 
rea

d
in

g
 th

e p
a

g
es a

n
d

 sa
y

s, 'H
ell, 

th
ere w

a
s so

m
eb

o
d

y
 in

 th
is w

ith
 

S
irh

a
n

.' T
h

a
t w

a
s h

is co
n

clu
sio

n
. 

P
arson

s fin
ally ad

m
itted

 righ
t at th

e 
en

d
 o

f th
e ca

se th
a
t h

e w
a
s a

fra
id

 
th

ere w
as p

rob
ab

ly som
eon

e else in
  

it w
ith

 S
irh

an
.''C

oop
er b

elieved
 th

at 
S

ir
h

a
n

 a
c
te

d
 a

lo
n

e
. B

u
t h

e
 to

ld
 

K
a

iser th
a

t h
e d

id
 n

o
t b

eliev
e S

ir-
h

an
's story—

th
at h

e w
as m

otivated
 

b
y K

en
n

ed
y's su

p
p

ort for Israel. A
s 

fo
r D

r. D
ia

m
o
n

d
's th

eo
ry

 th
a
t S

ir-
h

a
n

 w
a

s "
p

ro
g

ra
m

m
ed

,"
 eith

er b
y

 
h

im
self or som

eon
e else, C

oop
er told

 
K

aiser last Ju
n

e: "
W

ell, it m
ay h

ave 
b

een
 tru

e. B
u

t I co
u

ld
n

't sell it to
 a

 
j ury." 

K
a
iser is a

lso
 co

n
v
in

ced
 th

a
t it 

w
as official p

olice p
olicy to m

in
im

ize 
th

e id
ea

 o
f a

 co
n

sp
ira

cy
. A

tto
rn

ey
 

G
en

eral R
am

sey C
lark

, for in
stan

ce, 
a

n
n

o
u

n
ced

 o
n

ly
 fo

u
r h

o
u

rs a
fter 

S
irh

an
 w

as id
en

tified
 th

at th
ere w

as 
n

o con
sp

iracy. A
t th

at tim
e, h

e cou
ld

 
n

o
t p

o
ssib

ly
 h

a
v
e k

n
o
w

n
 w

h
eth

er 
th

ere w
a

s o
n

e o
r n

o
t. K

a
iser a

lso
 

fo
u

n
d

 a
 p

o
lice in

v
estig

a
to

r w
h

o
 b

e-
liev

ed
 a

 co
n

sp
ira

cy
 w

a
s p

o
ssib

le. 
W

h
en

 h
e a

sk
ed

 th
e co

p
 w

h
y

 h
e d

id
 

n
o
t p

u
rsu

e th
e in

q
u

iry
, K

a
iser g

o
t 

th
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 a

n
sw

er: "
I tried

 to
, 

b
u

t w
h

en
 H

ou
gh

ten
 [R

ob
ert H

ou
gh

-
ten

, ch
ief of th

e in
vestigation

] fou
n

d
 

ou
t I th

ou
gh

t th
ere w

as on
e, h

e took
 

m
e o

ff th
e im

p
o
rta

n
t in

terv
iew

s. I 
w

a
n

ted
 to

 g
o
 u

p
 a

n
d

 ta
lk

 to
 T

o
m

 
R

a
th

k
e b

u
t h

e w
o

u
ld

n
't let- m

e, h
e 

th
o

u
g

h
t I w

a
s ju

st to
o

 h
o

t o
n

 th
e 

co
n

sp
ira

cy
 th

in
g

."
 K

a
iser a

d
d

ed
: 

"
T

h
e in

v
estig

a
to

rs h
O

d
 g

o
o

d
 jo

b
s 

an
d

 top
 salaries an

d
 th

ey d
id

n
't w

an
t 

to rock
 th

e b
oat. A

n
d

 if th
e su

p
erior 

tells th
em

 th
a
t's th

e w
a
y
 it's g

o
t to

 
b

e, b
oy th

ey're goin
g to d

o it. T
h

ey're 
n

oth
in

g if n
ot ob

ed
ien

t."
 

W
h

at d
oes th

is all ad
d

 u
p

 to? T
h

e 
p
o
ssib

ility 
th

a
t S

irh
a

n
 d

id
 n

o
t a

ct 
a
lo

n
e, a

n
d

 m
a
y
b

e n
o
t ev

en
 th

a
t. 

K
aiser's d

ou
b

ts are sim
ilar to m

an
y 

v
o

iced
 a

b
o

u
t th

e W
a

rren
 C

o
m

m
is-

sio
n

. In
 e

a
c
h

 c
a
se

 th
e
r
e
 a

r
e
 d

is-
crep

an
cies, h

oles, th
in

gs th
at d

o n
ot 

q
u

ite fit. B
u

t n
o on

e h
as yet to p

rove  

a
n

 a
ltern

a
tiv

e th
eo

ry
 ex

p
la

in
in

g
 

eith
er assassin

ation
. T

h
e d

iscrep
an

-
cies cou

ld
 w

ell b
e th

e resu
lt of slop

p
y 

p
olice w

ork
, im

p
recise ob

servation
s 

b
y
 w

itn
e
sse

s, a
n

d
 th

e
 r

e
fu

sa
l o

f 
ev

en
ts to

 fo
llo

w
 a

 lo
g
ica

l, o
rd

erly
 

p
a
ttern

. S
o
m

e p
eo

p
le, in

clu
d

in
g
 

G
ra

n
t C

o
o
p

er a
n

d
 J

a
ck

 M
a
cra

e o
f 

D
u

tton
, th

in
k

 K
aiser d

oes n
ot su

b
-. 

R
an

tiate h
is argu

m
en

t for reop
en

in
g 

th
e case. K

aiser w
rote th

e last ch
ap

-
ter, h

e said
, for th

e follow
in

g reason
: 

"
E

veryth
in

g w
ou

ld
 fit n

icely if th
e 

`p
rogram

m
in

g' th
eory is correct. If 

th
ere w

as n
o p

rogram
m

in
g th

en
 a lot 

of th
in

gs are u
n

exp
lain

ed
. N

ow
 th

ere 
m

ig
h

t b
e a

n
o
th

er ex
p

la
n

a
tio

n
 fo

r 
th

em
, b

u
t I d

o
n

't k
n

o
w

 w
h

ere it is. 
It's lik

e so
m

eo
n

e h
a

s g
iv

en
 m

e a
 

ch
em

istry set an
d

 th
ey've said

 w
ith

 
th

ese elem
en

ts you
 can

 m
ak

e S
tyro-

fo
a

m
, y

o
u

'v
e ju

st g
o

t to
 fig

u
re o

u
t 

th
e form

u
la. A

n
d

 I d
o every com

b
i-

n
a

tio
n

 a
n

d
 I still d

o
n

't g
et S

ty
ro

-
foam

. A
n

d
 th

en
 som

eb
od

y com
es u

p
 

to
 m

e a
n

d
 sa

y
s, 'H

a
, h

a
, w

e fo
o
led

 
y
o
u

, w
e d

id
n

't g
iv

e y
o
u

 a
ll th

e ele-
m

en
ts you

 n
eed

ed
.' A

n
d

 th
at's w

h
ere 

I feel I a
m

 o
n

 th
is th

in
g
, th

a
t I'v

e 
got som

e of th
e elem

en
ts b

u
t n

ot all 
of th

em
. I 

feel lik
e I've tried

 all th
e 

co
m

b
in

a
tio

n
s a

n
d

 th
ere a

re so
m

e 
m

issin
g elem

en
ts."

 
S

o w
e are left w

ith
 th

is p
ictu

re of 
R

ob
ert K

aiser, fu
riou

sly m
ixin

g h
is 

ch
em

icals, siftin
g th

rou
gh

 h
is d

ata, 
lo

o
k

in
g
 fo

r th
o
se elu

siv
e "

m
issin

g
 

elem
en

ts."
 W

h
y is h

e d
riven

? W
h

y is 
h

e lo
o
k

in
g
 so

 h
a
rd

?
 "

I see th
in

g
s, 

b
ecau

se of m
y b

ack
grou

n
d

 as a Jesu
-

it, in
 a

 m
u

ch
 m

o
re o

rd
ered

 k
in

d
 o

f 
w

orld
,"

 h
e said

. "
G

od
 created

 it an
d

 
so forth

. T
h

e su
n

 an
d

 th
e m

oon
 an

d
 

th
e sta

rs a
ll h

a
v
e th

e o
rd

er. I ca
n

't 
live w

ith
 ch

aos. B
esid

es, I w
an

ted
 to 

m
ak

e sen
se ou

t of a sen
seless th

in
g, 

an
d

 m
ayb

e th
at's p

ervertin
g."

 

M
ayb

e it is. B
u

t m
ayb

e th
e m

ore 
im

p
ortan

t th
in

g is n
ot w

h
at K

aiser 
fou

n
d

 b
u

t th
e fact th

at h
e b

oth
ered

 
to look

. It is p
erfectly u

n
d

erstan
d

-
a

b
le th

a
t so

 m
a

n
y

 co
m

p
a

n
ies felt 

q
u

ea
sy

 a
b

o
u

t p
u

b
lish

in
g

 h
is b

o
o

k
, 

esp
ecially w

h
en

 th
eir d

eep
 d

evotion
 

to R
ob

ert K
en

n
ed

y w
as rein

forced
 

b
y

 th
eir d

eep
 co

n
v

ictio
n

 th
a

t th
e 

b
ook

 w
ou

ld
 n

ot sell. B
u

t th
e attitu

d
e 

w
h

ich
 K

aiser en
cou

n
tered

, b
oth

 at 
th

e p
u

b
lish

in
g h

ou
ses an

d
 th

e m
aga-

zin
es, a

m
o
u

n
ted

 to
 so

m
eth

in
g
 lik

e 
cen

so
rsh

ip
 o

f u
n

p
o
p

u
la

r id
ea

s a
n

d
 

u
n

d
esirab

le p
eop

le. T
h

ere w
as sim

i-
lar trou

b
le in

 gettin
g S

irh
an

 a law
-

y
er. T

h
e L

o
s A

n
g
eles C

o
u

n
ty

 B
a
r 

A
sso

cia
tio

n
 d

id
 n

o
t w

a
n

t to
 g

et its 
h

an
d

s d
irty. E

ven
 som

e m
em

b
ers of 

th
e A

.C
.L

.U
., w

h
o

se reco
rd

 in
 d

e-
fen

d
in

g
 u

n
p

o
p

u
la

r ca
u

ses is b
etter 

th
an

 m
ost, resen

ted
 th

e organ
ization

 
h

elp
in

g
 S

irh
a
n

. G
ra

n
t C

o
o
p

er w
a
s 

n
o

t w
ild

 a
b

o
u

t ta
k

in
g

 th
e ca

se, b
u

t 
h

e felt ob
ligated

; h
e h

as sp
ok

en
 d

oz-
en

s o
f tim

es in
 recen

t y
ea

rs o
n

 th
e 

resp
on

sib
ility of th

e law
yer to rep

re-
sen

t ev
en

 th
e m

o
st d

isrep
u

ta
b

le 
clien

ts. 
T

im
e an

d
 again

 K
aiser h

eard
 th

e 
sa

m
e lita

n
y
: "

W
e th

in
k

 so
m

eo
n

e 
sh

o
u

ld
 p

u
b

lish
 th

e b
o
o
k

, b
u

t. . . . 
W

e th
in

k
 h

e sh
ou

ld
 h

ave a good
 law

-
y

er, b
u

t. . . . W
e th

in
k

 h
e sh

o
u

ld
 

h
a
v
e en

o
u

g
h

 m
o
n

ey
 to

 g
et a

 fa
ir 

tria
l, b

u
t. . . ."

 A
n

y
 sy

stem
 is tested

 
b

y th
e h

ard
 cases, n

ot th
e easy on

es. 
A

n
d

 b
oth

 th
e ju

d
icial system

 an
d

 th
e 

m
ed

ia cam
e p

erilou
sly close to failin

g 
in

 th
e case of S

irh
an

 B
ish

ara S
irh

an
. 

B
ob

 K
aiser is n

o selfless h
ero. H

e got 
h

is story, an
d

 h
is n

otoriety. H
e m

igh
t 

even
 m

ak
e som

e m
on

ey. 
B

u
t it is to

 b
e n

o
ted

 th
a

t, w
h

ile 
oth

ers w
ere 

g
ivin

g
 
ex

cu
ses, h

e g
o
t 

in
volved

, even
 if h

is m
otive w

as over-
w

een
in

g
 a

m
b

itio
n

. *
 

These speakers 
can blow

 out 
a m

atch. 

 
 

 
 


