
W
as Sinn 

"Program
m

ed"to Kill Robert Kennedy? 

N
ow

 
Pursette 

the 
co

 o
r 

tam
pon 

has a 
big 

sister 
P

ursettes now
 has a 

super-absorbent sister 
tam

pon, Pursettes 
can actually absorb m

ore 
than 10 tim

es its ow
n w

eight 
in fluid. For tim

es w
hen 

extraprotection is needed. 
sy_to use. C

onvenient to 
rry, too. It's the only 

m
pon w

ith a prelubricated 
tip, no bulky applicator. 

as S
irh

an
 a com

p
u

ter-
ized

 
ageoissin9  In

 th
is 

p
review

 of a b
ook

 S
ir-

han tried to stop, the re-
porter w

ho knew
 him

 best 
coffers a ch

illin
g th

eory. 

B
y R

obert B
lair K

aiser 

In
 co

u
rt, o

n
 tria

l 
for h

is life, S
irh

an
 

B
ishara S

irhan said 

co
n
v
ersatio

n
s w

ith
 S

irh
an

 w
h
ile h

e 
w

as in
 jail, I w

atch
ed

 h
im

 sh
ap

e 
an

d
 reh

earse h
is A

rab
 h

ero
 sto

ry
. 

I w
as m

o
re in

clin
ed

 to
 ju

d
g
e th

at 
h
e w

as th
e to

o
l o

f so
m

eo
n
e

, else, 
th

at h
e w

as k
in

d
 o

f an
 au

to
m

atic 
assassin

, p
ro

g
ram

m
ed

 lik
e a co

m
-

p
u

ter, p
erh

ap
s, to

 k
ill 

K
ennedy—

but alm
ost certainly sw

itched on by 
others. 

It is m
y
 ju

d
g
m

en
t, as th

e o
n
ly

 
outsider w

ho has had access both to  

h
e
r m

a
c
h

in
e
 a

n
d

 
w

o
u
ld

n
't re

sp
o
n
d
 

w
h
e
n
 sh

e
 sp

o
k
e
 to

 
h

im
. A

n
d

 m
o

m
en

ts 
a
fte

r th
e
 sh

o
o
tin

g
, 

th
ere w

as o
n
ly

 o
n
e 

person in the chaos of 
th

e p
an

try
 w

h
o
 w

as 
"peaceful": the assas-
sin

. T
h
en

, w
h
en

 p
o
-

lic
e
m

e
n
 c

a
m

e
 a

n
d
 

to
o
k
 th

e k
iller aw

ay
, 

they shone a flashlight 
in

to
 h

is ey
es. T

h
ey

 
found his pupils dilat-
ed

—
ev

id
en

ce th
at h

e 
w

as under som
e alien 

influence: drugs, alco-
h
o
l, w

h
o
 k

n
ew

 w
h
at? 

A
n
d
 S

irh
an

 w
as u

n
-

b
eliev

ab
ly

 d
etach

ed
 

w
h

en
 th

e p
o

lice led
 

h
im

 th
ro

u
g

h
 an

 all-
n
ig

h
t in

terro
g
atio

n
, a 

m
o
st u

n
u
su

al attitu
d
e 

fo
r a y

o
u
n
g
 m

an
 w

h
o
 

had just gunned dow
n 

a m
an

 w
h
o
m

 h
e later 

sa
id

 w
a
s "a

 g
o
d
 to

 
m

e." 
H

o
w

 d
id

 S
irh

a
n

 
com

e to be in such an 
u

n
u

su
al m

en
tal state 

o
n
 th

e n
ig

h
t h

e k
illed

 
R

.F
.K

.? 
A

s late as M
ay

 7
, 

1970, several days af-
ter a L

o
s A

n
g
eles ju

ry
 co

n
d
em

n
ed

 
h

im
 to

 d
ie in

 th
e g

as ch
am

b
er at 

S
an Q

uentin, S
irhan com

pared him
-

self to the original "assassins"—
the 

hashsashin, m
em

bers of a secret M
o-

ham
m

edan cult w
ho drugged them

-
selv

es b
efo

re th
ey

 co
m

m
itted

 th
eir 

ap
p

o
in

ted
 m

u
rd

ers. "It m
u

st h
av

e 
b

een
 so

m
eth

in
g

 lik
e th

at w
ith

 m
e," 

h
e said

. 
I believe him

. I had sat in on m
ost 

of the hypnotic sessions S
irhan had 

R
.F

.K
.'s frien

d
s stru

ggle to su
b

d
u

e S
irh

an
. L

ater, th
e k

iller w
as u

n
b

elievab
ly calm

. 
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big 
sister 

P
ursettes now

 has a 
super-absorbent sister 

tam
pon, P

ursettes 	
It 

can actually absorb m
ore 

than 10 tim
es its ow

n w
eight 

in fluid. For tim
es w

hen 
extra protection is needed. 
E

asy to use. C
onvenient to 

carry, too. It's the only 
tam

pon w
ith a prelubricated 

tip, no bulky applicator. 
For a free trial supply* of 

P
ursettes P

lus in a 
fashionable carrying 

com
pact, send 250 for 

postage-handling to 
C

am
pana, D

ept. LH
J-1070, 

B
atavia, Illinois 60510. 

It's enough protection to 
take you through the day—

 
sm

iling. 

Pursettes. 
Plus 

The only super-absorbent tam
pon 

w
ith a prelubricated tip 

*offer Expires D
ee. 314 1970.  

as S
irh

an
 a com

p
u

ter-
ized

 
assassin

? In
 th

is 
p

review
 of a b

ook
 S

ir-
han tried to stop, the re-
porter w

ho knew
 him

 best 
offers a ch

illin
g th

eory. 

B
y R

obert B
lair K

aiser 

In
 c

o
u
rt, o

n
 tria

l 
fo

r h
is life, S

irh
an

 
B

ishara S
irhan said 

he first m
ade up his 

m
ind to kill R

obert 
F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 w

h
en

 
he saw

 a film
 biog-

ra
p
h
y
 o

f S
e
n
a
to

r 
K

en
n
ed

y
 th

at w
as 

sh
o
w

n
 fo

r th
e first tim

e in
 L

os A
n-

geles on M
ay 20, 1968. N

o one then 
ask

ed
 S

irh
an

 h
o
w

 it h
ap

p
en

ed
 th

at 
h
e scrib

b
led

 "R
.F

.K
. m

u
st d

ie" in
 

h
is d

iary
 tw

o
 d

ay
s b

efo
re th

at—
o
n
 

M
ay

 1
8
. S

irh
an

's laW
y
ers an

d
 th

e 
p
ro

secu
tin

g
 atto

rn
ey

s ap
p
aren

tly
 

d
e
c
id

e
d
 to

 a
c
c
e
p
t th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

's 
sto

ry
 th

at h
e w

as an
 "A

rab
 h

ero
" 

w
h
o
 h

ad
 acted

 alo
n
e to

 k
ill R

o
b
ert 

K
ennedy because K

ennedy favored 
sellin

g
 U

.S
. jet fig

h
ters to

 Israel. 
F

o
r tw

o
 y

ears n
o
w

 w
e h

av
e ac-

cepted the official verdict that there 
w

as n
o
 co

n
sp

iracy
 to

 assassin
ate 

B
o
b
 K

en
n
ed

y
. I d

isag
ree. I d

id
 n

o
t 

b
eliev

e S
irh

an
's sto

ry
 th

en
—

an
d
 I 

still d
o
n
't. 	

6
 

W
h
en

 I th
in

k
 o

f S
irh

an
 S

irh
an

, I 
th

in
k
 o

f a b
lan

k
 slate u

p
o
n
 w

h
ich

 
ideas could be im

posed w
ith ease—

o
r, b

etter, a p
iece o

f v
id

eo
tap

e o
n
 

w
hich certain im

ages could be elec-
tro

n
ically

 im
p
rin

ted
 an

d
 so

u
n
d
s 

electro
n
ically

 etch
ed

. H
e w

as eras-
ab

le an
d
 rep

lay
ab

le. T
h
ro

u
g
h
 lo

n
g
 

F
ro

m
 th

e b
o

o
k "R

F
K

 M
u

st co
n
v
ersatio

n
s w

ith
 S

irh
an

 w
h
ile h

e 
w

as in
 jail, I w

atch
ed

 h
im

 sh
ap

e 
an

d
 reh

earse h
is A

rab
 h

ero
 sto

ry
. 

I w
as m

o
re in

clin
ed

 to
 ju

d
g
e th

at 
h
e w

as th
e to

o
l o

f so
m

eo
n
e

, else, 
th

at h
e w

as k
in

d
 o

f an
 au

to
m

atic 
assassin

, p
ro

g
ram

m
ed

 lik
e a co

m
-

p
u
ter, p

erh
ap

s, to
 k

ill K
en

n
ed

y
—

but alm
ost certainly sw

itched on by 
others. 

It is m
y
 ju

d
g
m

en
t, as th

e o
n
ly

 
outsider w

ho has had access both to 
S

irh
an

 an
d
 to

 th
e o

fficial reco
rd

s, 
th

at n
eith

er th
e F

B
I n

o
r th

e L
o
s 

A
n
g
eles p

O
lice n

o
r th

e p
ro

secu
tin

g
 

atto
rn

ey
s n

o
r th

e d
efen

se atto
rn

ey
s 

probed deeply enough into the con-
sp

iracy
 q

u
estio

n
. I d

o
n
't k

n
o
w

 w
h
y
 

th
e.  F

B
I d

id
n
't I th

in
k
 I d

o
 k

n
o
w

 
w

h
y
 th

e o
th

ers d
id

n
't. Q

u
estio

n
s 

a
b
o
u
t a

 c
o
n
sp

ira
c
y
 w

o
u
ld

 o
n
ly

 
co

m
p
licate th

eir liv
es. T

h
e p

o
lice 

co
u
ld

n
't ad

m
it th

e p
o
ssib

ility
 o

f 
co

-co
n
sp

irato
rs w

ith
o
u
t p

ro
d
u
cin

g
 

so
m

e co
-co

n
sp

irato
rs. O

th
erw

ise 
th

ey
'd

 lo
o
k
 in

ep
t an

d
 th

eir m
ay

o
r, 

S
am

 Y
orty, w

ho w
as running for re-

electio
n
, w

o
u
ld

n
't lo

o
k
 v

ery
 g

o
o
d
, 

eith
er. T

h
e D

istrict A
tto

rn
ey

's o
f-

fice w
as u

n
d
er p

u
b
lic p

ressu
re to

 
g
iv

e S
irh

an
 sw

ift ju
stice. T

h
e d

e-
fen

se atto
rn

ey
s m

ay
 h

av
e relied

 to
o
 

h
eav

ily
 o

n
 th

e p
o
lice, an

d
 I b

eliev
e 

they w
ere sim

ply baffled by S
irhan. 

In m
y estim

ation, there is consid-
e
ra

b
le

 e
v
id

e
n
c
e
 to

 in
d
ic

a
te

 th
a
t 

S
irh

an
 ap

p
eared

 to
 b

e in
 a tran

ce 
th

e n
ig

h
t o

f Ju
n
e 4-5, 1968, w

h
en

 
h

e sh
o
t K

en
n

ed
y
 in

 th
e cro

w
d

ed
 

p
an

try of th
e A

m
b

assad
or H

otel in
 

L
os A

n
geles. 

S
h

ortly b
efore th

e crim
e, a tele-

typ
e op

erator at th
e A

m
b

assad
or 

n
oted

 th
at S

irh
an

 stared
 fixed

ly at 
D

ie," b
y R

o
b

ert K
aiser, to

 b
e p

u
b

lish
ed

 th
is m

o
n

th
 b

y E
. P

. ter a L
o
s A

n
g
eles ju

ry
 co

n
d
em

n
ed

 
h
im

 to
 d

ie in
 th

e g
as ch

am
b
er at 

S
an Q

uentin, S
irhan com

pared him
-

self to the original "assassins"—
the 

hashsashin, m
em

bers of a secret M
o-

ham
m

edan cult w
ho drugged them

-
selves' before they com

m
itted their 

ap
p
o
in

ted
 m

u
rd

ers. "It m
u
st h

av
e 

been som
ething like that w

ith m
e," 

he said. 
I believe him

. I had sat in on m
ost 

of the hypnotic sessions S
irhan had 

u
n
d
erg

o
n
e w

ith
 a p

sy
ch

iatrist, D
r. 

B
ern

ard
 L

. D
iam

o
n
d
, d

ean
 o

f th
e 

S
ch

o
o
l o

f C
rim

in
o
lo

g
y
 at th

e U
n
i-

v
ersity

 o
f C

alifo
rn

ia at B
erk

eley
. 

T
hose sessions produced far less in-

fo
rm

atio
n
 th

an
 D

r. D
iam

o
n
d
 h

ad
 

h
o
p
ed

 th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

, b
u
t th

ey
 co

n
-

vinced m
e that, w

hile S
irhan didn't 

tell the w
hole truth under hypnosis, 

h
e w

as n
o
t fak

in
g
 w

h
en

 h
e said

 h
e 

couldn't rem
em

ber the details of the 
assassination. 

B
ut w

hy couldn't he? 
D

r. D
iam

ond believed that S
irhan 

h
ad

 u
n
co

n
scio

u
sly

 "p
ro

g
ram

m
ed

 
him

self exactly as a com
puter is pro-

g
ram

m
ed

 b
y
 its m

ag
n
etic tap

e . . . 
for the com

ing assassination." T
hat 

night he had than gone into a spon-
tan

eo
u
s tran

ce u
n
d
er th

e in
flu

en
ce 

of som
e bright lights, som

e m
irrors 

an
d
 a little liq

u
o
r, an

d
 fin

ally
 p

ro
-

ceeded to the crim
e itself. 

B
u
t if th

a
t w

e
re

 tru
e
, S

irh
a
n
 

should have had som
e recollection, 

if n
o
t o

f th
e k

illin
g
, at least o

f th
e 

program
m

ing process. H
e didn't re-

m
em

ber that, either. 
W

as it possible that som
eone else 

h
ad

 p
ro

g
ram

m
ed

 S
irh

an
, p

o
ssib

ly
 

w
ithout his full know

ledge? S
irhan 

d
id

n
't lik

e (continued on page 158) 
D

u
tto

n
 &

 C
o

., In
c. C

o
p

yrig
h

t C
) 1970 b

y R
o

b
ert K

aiser. 

for a young m
an w

ho 
had just gunned dow

n 
a m

an
 w

h
o

m
 h

e later 
sa

id
 w

a
s "a

 g
o
d
 to

 
m

e." 
H

o
w

 d
id

 S
irh

a
n
 

com
e to be in such an 

u
n
u
su

al m
en

tal state 
on the night he killed 
R

.F
.K

.? 
A

s late as M
ay

 7
, 

1970, several days af- 
R

.F
.K

.'s frien
d

s stru
ggle to su

b
d

u
e S

irh
an

. L
ater, th

e k
iller w

as u
n

b
elievab

ly calm
. 

 

66 



M
R

S
. S

U
C

C
E

S
S

 con
tin

u
ed 

an
d

 b
y

 lu
ck

, M
rs. S

u
ccess tries to

 raise 

h
ecrc
h
e e is n

o
 m

an
 p

resen
t at th

e d
in

n
er 

h
ild

ren
, o

ften
 in

 a h
o

m
e w

h
ere 

t  
tab

le th
e b

reak
fast tab

le, o
r th

e p
aren

t- 
teach

er teo
n
feren

ce tab
le. O

th
er w

o
m

- 
en

, to
o
; are raisin

g
 ch

ild
ren

 in
 h

o
m

es 
w

h
ere th

ere is n
o

 reg
u

lar m
ale p

res- 
e
n

c
e
. W

id
o

w
s, d

iv
o

rc
e
e
s, w

iv
e
s o

f 
trav

elin
g
 salesm

en
, all liv

e a m
an

-less 
ex

isten
ce th

at b
eco

m
es m

o
st fru

strat-
in

g
 a

s c
h
ild

re
n
 re

a
c
h
 a

d
o
-

lescence. 
T

h
e m

ain
 d

ifferen
ces b

e-
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 ty

p
ic

a
l w

o
m

a
n
 

w
h

o
 striv

es alo
n

e an
d

 M
rs. 

S
u
ccess are th

at M
rs. S

u
c-

cess k
n
o
w

s sh
e 'h

as a h
u
s- 

b
an

d
 w

h
o

 sh
o

u
ld

, b
e fu

n
c- 

tio
n
in

g
 as a fath

er, a
ed M

rs. 
S

u
ccess can

 affo
rd

 , 	
b
u
y
 

th
e serv

ices an
d
 p

eo
p
lk

 th
at 

w
ill sh

are th
e ch

ild
-raisin

g
 

resp
o
n
sib

ility
 w

ith
 h

er: 'H
er 

ch
ild

ren
 b

eg
in

 w
ith

 p
riv

V
e 

n
u
rse

s a
n
d
 e

n
d
 w

ith
 the

ir 
o
w

n
 cars. B

u
t in

 b
etw

een
 .: . 

w
h
at h

ap
p
en

s? 	
\ 

D
r. C

liffo
rd

 B
ro

w
n
, a p

e-\ 
d
iatrician

, say
s: "T

h
e m

o
st'..  

fre
q
u
e
n
t p

ro
b
le

m
 w

e
 g

e
t 

w
ith

 ch
ild

ren
 o

f su
ccessfu

l 
p

a
re

n
ts is d

iffic
u

lty
 w

ith
 

sch
o

o
l w

o
rk

. A
 ch

ild
 g

o
es to

 
sch

o
o

l, d
o

es n
o

t d
iscu

ss h
is 

sc
h

o
o

l w
o

rk
 a

t h
o

m
e
, a

n
d

 
all o

f a su
d
d
en

 th
e p

aren
ts 

see a rep
o
rt card

 w
ith

 fail- 
in

g
 g

ra
d
e
s. T

h
e
 first th

in
g
 

th
e p

aren
ts d

o
 is d

ecid
e to

 
ch

eck
 th

e ch
ild

's h
o
m

ew
o
rk

 
e
v

e
ry

 n
ig

h
t. Im

m
e
d

ia
te

ly
 

after d
in

n
er th

ey
 start, 'D

id
 

y
o
u
 d

o
 y

o
u
r h

o
m

ew
o
rk

 y
et? 

S
h
o
w

 m
e
 w

h
a
t y

o
u
 d

id
. 

W
h
a
t h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
 to

d
a
y
?
' 

P
retty

 so
o
n
 th

e ch
ild

 feels 
tra

p
p
e
d
. H

is p
a
re

n
ts a

re
 

p
u
sh

in
g
 h

im
 to

 su
cceed

. T
h
e 

sch
o

o
l is p

u
sh

in
g

 h
im

 to
 su

c-
ceed. 

"W
h
o
se

 fa
u
lt is it?

 T
h
e
 

sch
o
o
ls th

at are ru
sh

in
g
 fair 

stu
d

en
ts th

ro
u

g
h

 sch
o

o
l at a 

sch
o
lar's p

ace. T
h
e o

n
ly

 es- 

th
eir ch

ild
ren

. M
o

th
ers co

m
p

ete w
ith

 
th

eir d
au

g
h

ters b
y

 d
ressin

g
 y

o
u

n
g

 an
d

 
fig

u
rativ

ely
 sed

u
cin

g
 th

e
:  frie

n
d
s o

f 
th

eir ch
ild

ren
 w

ith
o
u
t k

rfo
w

in
g
 w

h
at 

d
am

ag
e th

ey
 are d

o
in

g
. 

T
h
e su

ccessfu
l fath

er sets u
p
 co

m
-

p
e
titio

n
 w

ith
 h

is so
n
, b

u
t th

is is n
o
t 

a
lw

a
y

s h
a
rm

fu
l, a

c
c
o

rd
in

g
 to

 D
r. 

B
ro

w
n

. "If th
e
 b

o
y

 c
a
n

 e
x

c
e
l," h

e
 

say
s, "th

en
 th

is co
m

p
etitio

n
 is a h

elp
. 

B
u
t le

t's fa
c
e
 it. It is m

u
c
h
 e

a
sie

r to
 

co
m

p
ete w

ith
 a fath

er w
h
o
 is a failu

re. 

W
A

S
 S

IR
H

A
N

 P
R

O
G

R
A

M
M

E
D

?
 

con
tin

u
ed from

 page 66 

th
at su

g
g
estio

n
. N

o
r d

id
 I. It w

as a far-
fetch

ed
 th

eo
ry

, fetch
ed

 in
 fact fro

m
 

R
ich

ard
 C

o
n
d
o
n
's n

o
v
el, 

T
h

e M
a

n
-

ch
u

ria
n

 C
a

n
d

id
a

te. 
T

h
ere, R

ay
m

o
n
d
 

S
h
a
w

, th
e
 a

n
ti-h

e
ro

 w
h
o
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

id
iin

w
ash

ed
 in

 N
o
rth

 K
o
rea, w

as trig
-

g
ered

 b
y
 th

e p
h
rase, "W

h
y
 d

o
n
't y

o
u
 

p
ass th

e tim
e b

y
 p

lay
in

g
 a little so

li-
taire?" to

 riffle th
ro

u
g
h
 a d

eck
 o

f p
lay

- 

m
u

rd
er b

y
 p

ro
x

y
, th

ro
u

g
h

 h
y

p
n

o
sis. 

In
 1

9
5
1
, in

 C
o
p
en

h
ag

en
, B

jo
rn

 N
iel-

se
n
 h

a
d
 p

ro
g
ra

m
m

e
d
 P

a
lle

 H
a
rd

ru
p
 

to
 g

o
 in

to
 a tran

ce at th
e sig

h
t o

f th
e 

le
tte

r "X
," ro

b
 a

 b
a
n

k
 a

n
d

 k
ill a

n
y

-
o
n
e w

h
o
 g

o
t in

 h
is w

ay
—

alm
o
st co

m
-

p
le

te
ly

 u
n

a
w

a
re

 th
a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 b
e
e
n

 
u
se

d
. U

n
lik

e
 th

e
 fic

tio
n
a
l R

a
y
m

o
n
d
 

S
h

aw
, h

o
w

ev
er, H

ard
ru

p
 h

ad
 so

m
e n

o
-

tio
n
 o

f w
h
at h

ad
 h

ap
p
en

ed
. In

 jail, h
e 

recalled
 en

o
u
g
h
 ab

o
u
t h

is fo
rm

er asso
-

ciatio
n

 w
ith

 N
ielsen

 to
 su

sp
ect th

at h
e 

h
ad

 b
een

 u
sed

. H
e co

n
fid

ed
 

h
is su

sp
icio

n
s to

 a p
sy

ch
ia-

trist, w
h
o
 sp

e
n
t a

lm
o
st a

 
y
ear crack

in
g
 th

e m
ech

an
ism

 
b
y
 w

h
ich

 N
ielsen

 h
ad

 lo
ck

ed
 

H
ard

ru
p

's reco
llectio

n
s. 

O
n
 F

eb
ru

ary
 8

, 1
9
6
9
, d

u
r-

in
g
 th

e S
irh

an
 trial, D

r. D
ia-

m
o

n
d

 p
ro

g
ram

m
ed

 S
irh

an
, 

u
n
d
er h

y
p
n
o
sis, to

 clim
b
 th

e 
b
ars o

f h
is cell, S

irh
an

 h
ad

 
n
o
 id

ea w
h
at h

e w
as d

o
in

g
 

u
p
 o

n
 th

e
 to

p
 o

f th
e
 b

a
rs. 

W
h
en

 h
e fin

ally
 d

isco
v
ered

 
th

a
t c

lim
b
in

g
 w

a
s n

o
t h

is 
o
w

n
 id

e
a
, b

u
t D

r. D
ia

-
m

o
n
d
's, h

e w
o
n
d
ered

—
an

d
 

th
e th

o
u
g
h
t frig

h
ten

ed
 h

im
 

—
w

h
eth

er h
e h

ad
 been

 p
ro

-
g

ram
m

ed
 b

y
 so

m
eo

n
e else to

 
k

ill K
en

n
ed

y
. 

T
o
 D

r. D
iam

o
n
d
, th

is w
as 

"a crack
p
o
t th

eo
ry

." It w
as, 

a
t le

a
st, u

n
le

ss so
m

e
o
n
e
 

co
u

ld
 fin

d
 a K

en
n

ed
y

-h
ater 

w
ith

 h
y
p
n
o
tic

 sk
ills w

h
o
 

u
sed

 th
em

 o
n
 S

irh
an

. 
I co

u
ld

n
't fin

d
 su

ch
 a p

er-
so

n
. I so

u
g
h
t o

u
t so

m
e o

f th
e 

p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 h

ad
 p

lay
ed

 o
c-

cu
lt g

am
es w

ith
 S

irh
an

. O
n

e 
o
f th

e
m

 a
d
m

itte
d
 th

a
t h

e
 

h
ad

 w
ritten

 a m
en

acin
g
 let-

te
r to

 C
h
ie

f Ju
stic

e
 E

a
rl 

W
arren

 th
at b

ro
u

g
h

t in
v

es-
tig

ato
rs fro

m
 th

e F
B

I. A
n
d
 

th
is m

a
n
 to

ld
 a

 so
m

e
w

h
a
t 

d
ifferen

t v
ersio

n
 o

f h
is re-

cen
t asso

ciatio
n
 w

ith
 S

irh
an

 
th

a
n
 S

irh
a
n
 to

ld
 m

e
. S

till, 
th

is d
id

n
't m

ean
 h

e w
as in

-
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 a p
lo

t. H
o
w

ev
er, 

S
irh

an
 to

ld
 m

e th
at h

e h
ad

 
learn

ed
 th

e art o
f au

to
su

g
- 



w
ith

 ch
ild

ren
 o

r 
successful 

p
a
re

n
ts is d

iffic
u
lty

 w
ith

 
sch

o
o

l w
o

rk
. A

 ch
ild

 g
o

es to
 

sch
o

o
l, d

o
es n

o
t d

iscu
ss h

is 
sc

h
o

o
l w

o
rk

 a
t h

o
m

e
, a

n
d

 
all o

f a su
d
d

en
 th

e p
aren

ts 
see a rep

o
rt card

 w
ith

 fail-
in

g
 g

ra
d
e
s. T

h
e
 first th

in
g
 

th
e p

aren
ts d

o
 is d

ecid
e to

 
ch

eck
 th

e ch
ild

's h
o
m

ew
o
rk

 
e
v
e
ry

 n
ig

h
t. Im

m
e
d
ia

te
ly

 
after d

in
n

er th
ey

 start, 'D
id

 
y
o
u
 d

o
 y

o
u
r h

o
m

ew
o
rk

 y
et? 

S
h
o
w

 m
e
 w

h
a
t y

o
u
 d

id
. 

W
h
a
t h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
 to

d
a
y
?
' 

P
retty

 so
o
n
 th

e ch
ild

 feels 
tra

p
p
e
d
. H

is p
a
re

n
ts a

re
 

p
u
sh

in
g
 h

im
 to

 su
cceed

. T
h
e 

sch
o
o
l is p

u
sh

in
g
 h

im
 to

 su
c-

ceed. 
"W

h
o

se
 fa

u
lt is it?

 T
h

e
 

sch
o
o
ls th

at are ru
sh

in
g
 fair 

stu
d
en

ts th
ro

u
g
h
 sch

o
o
l at a 

sch
o

lar's p
ace. T

h
e o

n
ly

 es-
c
a
p

e
 fo

r th
e
 tra

p
p

e
d

 c
h

ild
 

is to
 ru

n
 aw

ay
. 

"T
h

ere is an
o

th
er th

in
g

 I 
fin

d
 v

e
ry

 w
ro

n
g

 w
ith

 su
c
-: 

cessfu
l p

aren
ts an

d
 th

eir at=
 

titu
d
e to

w
ard

 sch
o
o
l w

o
rk

,'' 
co

n
tin

u
es D

r. B
ro

w
n

, "an
d

 
th

at is th
eir b

elief th
at w

h
at 

a
n

 u
n

d
e
ra

c
h

ie
v

e
r n

e
e
d

s is 
m

o
re h

elp
 at h

o
m

e." 
T

h
is b

rin
g

s u
p
 o

n
e o

f th
e 

p
itfa

lls o
f p

a
re

n
th

o
o
d
: th

e
 

ten
d
en

cy
 o

f stro
n
g
 ag

g
res-

siv
e p

aren
ts to

 tak
e o

v
er re-

sp
o

n
sib

ilities fo
r th

eir ch
il 

d
ren

. It b
eg

in
s in

 b
ab

y
h

o
o

d
, 

a
c
c
o

rd
in

g
 to

 D
r. B

ro
w

n
. "L

e
t's ta

k
e
 

th
e ex

am
p
le o

f th
e b

ed
w

etter," say
s 

th
e
 d

o
c
to

r. "T
h

e
 c

h
ild

 b
e
d

w
e
ts, so

 
e
v

e
ry

 n
ig

h
t a

t id
n

ig
h

t th
e
 p

a
re

n
ts 

aw
ak

en
 th

e ch
ild

 an
d
 tak

e h
im

 to
 th

e 
b
ath

ro
o
m

. O
n
e 	

lit th
e
 p

a
re

n
ts g

o
 

to
 a

 p
a
rty

, a
n
d
 e

y
 a

rriv
e
 h

o
m

e
 a

t 
1

2
:3

0
 to

 fin
d

 th
a
t th

e
 c

h
ild

 h
a
s w

e
t 

th
e
 b

e
d
. S

o
 th

e
 'w

a
k
e
 th

e
 c

h
ild

 a
n
d
 

sco
ld

 h
im

. H
e to

 n
s to

 h
is p

aren
ts an

d
 

say
s, 'It's y

o
u
r au

lt. W
h
y
 d

id
n
't y

o
u
 

w
ak

e m
e u

p
?' o

 w
h

o
's rig

h
t? W

h
o
se 

resp
o

n
sib

ility
 is it?" 

D
r. B

ro
w

n
 b

eliev
es th

at th
e m

ajo
r 

d
isad

v
an

tag
e o

f su
ccessfu

l p
aren

ts is 
th

at th
ey

 u
n
k
n
o
w

in
g
ly

 co
m

p
ete w

ith
 

L
o

o
k

 at a lo
t o

f th
e m

illio
n

aires to
d

ay
. 

T
h

eir fath
ers w

ere n
o

th
in

g
." 

F
o

r all h
is co

n
cern

 ab
o

u
t th

e ch
il-

d
re

n
 o

f su
c
c
e
ssfu

l p
a
re

n
ts a

n
d

 th
e
 

d
isa

d
v
a
n
ta

g
e
s o

f th
e
 life

 th
e
y
 le

a
d
, 

D
r. B

ro
w

n
 still th

in
k
s th

ey
 are b

etter 
o
ff th

a
n
 o

th
e
r c

h
ild

re
n
. H

e
 sm

ile
s 

k
n

o
w

in
g

ly
. "A

 lo
t o

f p
eo

p
le th

in
k

 th
at 

th
e ch

ild
ren

 o
f su

ccessfu
l m

en
 lik

v
e 

m
o

re p
ro

b
lem

s. T
h

ey
 d

o
n

't. It is ju
st 

th
a
t th

e
 p

a
re

n
ts in

 th
e
se

 m
a
rria

g
e
s 

a
re

 a
w

a
re

 o
f th

e
 e

m
o

tio
n

a
l n

e
e
d

s 
o

f th
eir ch

ild
ren

 an
d

 resp
o

n
d

 to
 th

em
. 

T
h

is is th
e ch

ild
 w

e see m
o

re o
ften

." 

T
o

 B
e C

o
n

tin
u

ed
 N

ext M
o

n
th

 

in
g
 card

s u
n
til h

e cam
e to

 th
e q

u
een

 o
f 

h
earts; o

n
ce fin

d
in

g
 th

at card
, h

e w
o

u
ld

 
a
w

a
it fu

rth
e
r in

stru
c
tio

n
s, th

e
n
 k

ill 
w

ith
o
u
t k

n
o
w

in
g
 w

h
y
 h

e h
ad

 k
illed

 o
r 

ev
en

 th
at h

e h
ad

 k
illed

. 
C

o
u
ld

 th
is h

av
e b

een
 th

e case w
ith

 
S

irh
an

? A
fter all S

irh
an

 had 
ex

p
eri-

m
en

ted
 w

ith
 o

ccu
lt m

in
d

-b
en

d
in

g
 ex

-
e
rc

ise
s. I th

o
u

g
h

t th
e
 lin

e
 w

o
rth

 
p
u
rsu

in
g
. A

n
d
 so

, m
arv

el o
f m

arv
els, 

d
id

 S
irh

an
. H

e fin
ally

 ask
ed

 m
e, o

n
 , 

D
ecem

b
er 3

1
, 1

9
6
8
, to

 in
v
estig

ate fu
r-

th
er. C

o
u
ld

 an
y
o
n
e h

av
e ex

erted
 su

ch
 

an
 in

flu
en

ce o
v

er h
is m

in
d

? 
I d

id
 so

m
e research

 an
d

 d
isco

v
ered

 
a
n
 in

te
re

stin
g
 re

a
l-life

 e
x
a
m

p
le

 o
f 

K
ilt fs.enneay. 
T

o
 D

r. D
iam

o
n

d
, th

is w
as 

"a crack
p
o
t th

eo
ry

." It w
as, 

at 
le

a
st, u

n
le

ss so
m

e
o

n
e
 

co
u
ld

 fin
d
 a K

en
n
ed

y
-h

ater 
w

ith
 h

y
p

n
o

tic
 sk

ills w
h

o
 

u
sed

 th
em

 o
n

 S
irh

an
. 

I co
u

ld
n

't fin
d

 su
ch

 a p
er-

son. I sought out som
e of the 

p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 h

ad
 p

lay
ed

 o
c-

cu
lt g

am
es w

ith
 S

irh
an

. O
n
e 

o
f th

e
m

 a
d

m
itte

d
 th

a
t h

e
 

h
ad

 w
ritten

 a m
en

acin
g
 let-

te
r to

 C
h
ie

f Ju
stic

e
 E

a
rl 

W
arren

 th
at b

ro
u

g
h

t in
v

es-
tig

ato
rs fro

m
 th

e F
B

I. A
n
d
 

th
is m

an
 to

ld
 a so

m
ew

h
at 

d
ifferen

t v
ersio

n
 o

f h
is re-

cen
t asso

ciatio
n
 w

ith
 S

irh
an

 
th

an
 S

irh
an

 to
ld

 m
e. S

till, 
th

is d
id

n
't m

ean
 h

e w
as in

-
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 a p
lo

t. H
o
w

ev
er, 

S
irh

an
 to

ld
 m

e th
at h

e h
ad

 
learn

ed
 th

e art o
f au

to
su

g
-

g
estio

n
 fro

m
 o

th
ers, y

et h
e 

w
o

u
ld

 n
e
v

e
r sa

y
 w

h
o

 th
e
 

o
th

ers w
ere. 

F
o

r th
is re

a
so

n
 a

n
d

 b
e
-

cau
se o

f sev
eral o

th
er cu

ri-
ous adm

issions and evasions, 
I still h

a
d
 a

 fe
e
lin

g
 th

a
t 

so
m

ew
h

ere in
 S

irh
an

's re-
cen

t p
ast th

ere w
as a sh

ad
-

o
w

y
 so

m
eo

n
e. S

o
 d

id
 R

o
g
er 

L
aJeu

n
esse, th

e F
B

I ag
en

t 
in

 ch
arg

e o
f th

e S
irh

an
 in

-
v
estig

atio
n
, w

h
o
 co

n
fid

ed
 to

 
m

e: "T
h
e case is still o

p
en

. 
I'm

 n
o
t rejectin

g
 th

e M
an- 

churian C
andidate asp

ect o
f 

it" L
aJeu

n
esse h

ad
 atten

d
ed

 th
e trial, 

h
e h

eard
 D

r. D
iam

o
n

d
's testim

o
n

y
, an

d
 

h
e seem

ed
 co

n
v

in
ced

 th
at S

irh
an

 w
as 

in
 a tran

ce o
n

 th
e n

ig
h

t o
f Ju

n
e 4

. A
n

d
 

h
e
 k

n
e
w

, b
e
tte

r th
a
n
 I, th

a
t R

o
b
e
rt 

K
en

n
ed

y
 h

ad
 en

em
ies w

h
o
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e 
ch

o
sen

 S
irh

an
, w

ith
 h

is an
tiau

th
o

rity
 

feelin
g
s an

d
 h

is in
ert p

aran
o
ia, as a 

p
o

ssib
le to

o
l. S

irh
an

 w
as a m

an
 w

ith
 

n
o
th

in
g
 to

 lo
se, w

ith
 en

o
u
g
h
 co

n
scio

u
s 

an
d
 u

n
co

n
scio

u
s h

atred
 w

ith
in

 h
im

 to
 

W
h
en

ever so
m

eo
n
e sa

ys a
b
o
u
t a

 
p

la
ce "Y

o
u

 ca
n

't m
iss it"—

I ca
n

 
m

iss it. —
P

oor W
om

an's A
lm

anac 
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K
e
n
n
e
d
y
's n

a
m

e
 a

p
p
e
a
re

d
 th

e
re

, it 
w

as alw
ay

s acco
m

p
an

ied
 b

y
 th

e p
h
rase, 

"P
le

a
se

 p
a
y
 to

 th
e
 o

rd
e
r o

f S
irh

a
n
." 

T
h
at sh

o
u
ld

 h
av

e aro
u
sed

 th
e su

sp
i-

cio
n
s o

f an
y
o
n
e o

v
er eig

h
t, m

u
ch

 m
o
re 

o
f a

 p
o
lic

e
 o

ffic
e
r w

h
o
 w

a
s a

lw
a
y
s 

read
y
 to

 ex
p
ect th

e w
o
rst. B

u
t H

o
u
g
h
-

to
n

 m
ad

e th
e su

p
rem

e effo
rt. H

e ig
-

n
o
re

d
 th

a
t, to

o
, p

a
rtly

 b
e
c
a
u
se

 h
e
 

a
ssu

m
e
d
 th

a
t S

irh
a
n
 w

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 to

 
h
av

e h
ad

 th
e m

o
n
ey

 in
 h

an
d
 b

efo
re h

e 
stru

c
k
 a

n
d
 H

o
u
g
h
to

n
 c

o
u
ld

n
't fin

d
 

fo
rg

et an
y
 p

ro
m

ises o
f m

o
n
ey

: "I h
av

e 
n
ev

er h
eard

 p
lease p

ay
 to

 th
e o

rd
er o

f 
o
f o

f o
f o

f o
f o

f o
f o

f o
f o

f th
is o

r th
at 

80000." 
S

irh
an

 n
ev

er co
u
ld

 ex
p
lain

 th
e ref-

eren
ces 

to
 m

o
n
e
y
 in

 h
is n

o
te

b
o
o
k
. 

W
h

ere d
id

 th
e in

stru
ctio

n
s co

m
e fro

m
? 

F
ro

m
 S

irh
an

 o
r fro

m
 so

m
eb

o
d
y
 else? 

1
*
 w

a
s p

o
ssib

le
 th

a
t th

e
se

 o
rd

e
rs 

cam
e fro

m
 so

m
eb

o
d

y
 else, an

d
 th

at 
S

irh
an

 th
en

 d
ru

m
m

ed
 th

em
 in

to
 h

is 
o
w

n
 m

in
d
. B

u
t n

o
 o

n
e co

u
ld

 say
 w

ith
 

d
raw

 th
e atten

tio
n

 o
f an

y
o

n
e lo

o
k

in
g

 
for a likely gu

n
m

an
. 

W
ho w

ould h
ave w

an
ted

 to
 u

se S
ir-

h
an

 in
 th

is w
ay

? I d
id

n
't k

n
o

w
. B

u
t 

th
e
 p

o
lic

e
 a

n
d
 th

e
 F

B
I (a

n
d
 I) u

n
-

e
a
rth

e
d
 e

v
id

e
n
c
e
 th

a
t S

irh
a
n
 a

sso
-

c
ia

te
d
 w

ith
 e

x
tre

m
ists o

f b
o
th

 th
e
 

R
ig

h
t a

n
d

 th
e
 L

e
ft a

n
d

 th
a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 
so

m
e co

n
n
ectio

n
s w

ith
 th

e so
-called

 
u

n
d

e
rw

o
rld

. I c
o

u
ld

n
't in

v
e
stig

a
te

 
th

ese ties. B
u
t th

e p
o
lice an

d
 th

e F
B

I 
h
a
d
 th

e
 le

g
a
l m

a
n
d
a
te

 a
n
d
 th

e
 re

-
sources to do so. I could only 
h
o
p
e th

at th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

, th
at, 
	

 

"S
irh

a
n
," sa

id
 D

r. D
ia

m
o
n
d
, "d

id
 

an
y
b
o
d
y
 p

ay
 y

o
u
 to

 sh
o
o
t K

en
n
ed

y
?" 

F
ive-second pause. N

o answ
er. 

"D
id

 a
n
y
b
o
d
y
 p

a
y
 y

o
u
 to

 sh
o
o
t 

K
en

n
ed

y
, S

irh
an

?" A
 sig

h
. 

"Y
es o

r n
o
?" T

w
o
-seco

n
d
 p

au
se. "I 

can
't h

ear y
o
u
." 

"N
o

." 
"
N

o
?
 N

o
 o

n
e
 p

a
id

 y
o
u
 to

 sh
o
o
t 

K
en

n
ed

y
. D

id
 an

y
b
o
d
y
 k

n
o
w

 ah
ead

 o
f 

tim
e
 th

a
t y

o
u
 w

e
re

 g
o
in

g
 to

 d
o
 it, 

S
irh

an
?" 

T
w

o
-seco

n
d
 p

au
se. "N

o
." 

"N
o
?" D

r. D
iam

o
n
d
 ask

ed
. 

T
he self-propelled 

H
oover. A

ll you do 
s eer 	

Ju
st to

u
ch

 th
e H

o
o
v
er D

ial-A
-M

atic 

40
, w

ith
 
P

o
w

e
r D

riv
e, an

d
 it g

o
es U

n
d
er 

it,  o
w

n
 p

o
w

er, n
o
t y

o
u
rs. T

h
ere's n

o
 

ru
sh

in
g
. N

o
 p

u
llin

g
. N

o
 w

eig
h
t.  

N
o
 w

o
rk

.  

It ad
ju

sts itself to
 an

y
 ty

p
e carp

et. 

A
u
to

m
atically

. F
ro

m
 th

e sh
ag

g
iest 

sh
ag

 to
 th

e sm
o
o
th

est in
d
o
o
r-o

u
td

o
o
r 

carp
et. A

n
d
 g

lid
es alo

n
g
, effo

rtlessly
.  

B
eatin

g
 as it sw

eep
s, as it d

eep
-clean

s
.  

S
ee y

o
u

r H
o

o
v

er d
ealer an

d
 try

 

th
e H

o
o
v
er D

ial-A
-M

atic w
ith

 P
o
w

er 

D
riv

e. B
u
t w

e w
arn

 y
o
u
, its lo

v
e at 

first to
u
ch

 

secretly
, th

ey
 w

ere ap
p

ly
in

g
 

w
it a

n
d
 im

a
g
in

a
tio

n
 e

v
e
n
 

w
h
ile p

u
b
lic-relatio

n
s-m

in
d
-

ed
 sp

o
k
esm

en
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 

fo
rce th

e facts o
r to

 rev
eal 

o
n
ly

 th
o
se

 th
a
t e

n
h
a
n
c
e
d
 

th
eir o

w
n
 im

ag
e—

as R
o
b
ert 

H
o

u
g

h
to

n
, assistan

t ch
ief o

f 
th

e L
o
s A

n
g
eles p

o
lice, d

id
 

in
 h

is b
o
o
k
 o

n
 th

e assassin
a-

tio
n
 

(S
p

ecia
l U

n
it S

en
a

to
r, 

R
andom

 H
ouse, 1970). 

W
e lo

o
k
ed

 fo
r a co

n
sp

ira-
cy

, H
o
u
g
h
to

n
 said

, an
d
 w

e 
d
id

n
't fin

d
 o

n
e
. I th

in
k

 h
e
 

lo
o
k
ed

 th
e o

th
er w

ay
 w

h
en

 
h
is o

w
n
 d

etectiv
es b

ro
w

b
eat 

T
h

o
m

as V
in

cen
t D

iP
ierro

 
u

n
til D

iP
ierro

 retracted
 h

is 
sto

ry
 o

f seein
g
 "th

e g
irl in

 
th

e
 p

o
lk

a
 d

o
t d

re
ss" w

ith
 

S
irh

an
 th

e n
ig

h
t o

f th
e as-

sassin
atio

n
. 

A
 pretty girl 

H
o
u
g
h
to

n
's su

sp
ic

io
n
s 

w
e
re

 n
o
t a

ro
u

se
d
 b

y
 th

e
 

sto
ry

 o
f th

e
 P

o
m

o
n
a
 b

a
r-

ten
d

er w
h

o
 said

 h
e saw

 S
ir-

h
a
n
 sta

lk
in

g
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 o

n
 

M
ay

 2
0

 in
 th

e co
m

p
an

y
 o

f 
a p

retty
 g

irl. 
H

o
u
g
h
to

n
 o

v
erlo

o
k
ed

 th
e 

insurance executive w
ho saw

 
S

irh
an

 at targ
et p

ractice in
 

M
ay

 at R
an

ch
o
 C

alifo
rn

ia, 
ag

ain
 w

ith
 a p

retty
 g

irl. H
e 

b
ru

sh
ed

 asid
e th

e p
u
zzle o

f 
E

d
w

ard
 V

an
 A

n
tw

erp
, w

h
o
 

m
y
sterio

u
sly

 d
isap

p
eared

 
from

 C
orona, C

alif., 12 hours 
b
efo

re S
en

ato
r K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as 

"
D

id
 a

n
y
b
o
d
y
 fro

m
 th

e
 

A
rab

s tell y
o

u
 to

 sh
o

o
t K

en
-

n
e
d
y
?
 A

n
y
 o

f y
o
u
r A

ra
b
 

frien
d
s?" 

Im
m

ed
iately

: "N
o
." 

"D
id

 th
e
 A

ra
b
 g

o
v
e
rn

-
m

e
n
t h

a
v
e
 a

n
y
th

in
g
 to

 d
o
 

w
ith

 it, S
irh

an
?" 

Im
m

ed
iately

: "N
o
." 

"D
id

 y
o

u
 th

in
k

 th
is u

p
 all 

b
y
 y

o
u
rself?" 

S
irh

an
 p

au
sed

 six
 seco

n
d
s. 

"Y
es," h

e said
. 

It w
o

u
ld

, fu
rth

e
rm

o
re

, 
ta

k
e
 e

v
e
n
 a

 m
a
n
 w

ith
 D

r. 
D

iam
o

n
d

's sk
ills m

o
re tim

e 
to

 e
x
p
lo

re
 w

ith
 S

irh
a
n
 th

e
 

sig
n
ifican

ce o
f h

is assertio
n
 

th
at h

e co
u
ld

, fo
r in

stan
ce, 

"b
lo

w
 th

e to
p
 o

ff th
is case" 

if h
e
 c

h
o
se

 to
 sa

y
 w

h
a
t h

e
 

k
n
e
w

. E
v
e
n
 D

r. D
ia

m
o
n
d
 

w
o

u
ld

 n
eed

 m
o

re tim
e to

 see 
w

h
at h

ad
 p

ro
m

p
ted

 S
irh

an
's 

su
ccessive sto

ries th
at L

y
n
-

d
o

n
 Jo

h
n

so
n

 o
r R

ic
h

a
rd

 
N

ix
o
n
 o

r Jam
es H

o
ffa h

ad
 

p
u

t h
im

 u
p

 to
 k

illin
g

 K
en

-
n

ed
y

, m
o

re tim
e to

 fin
d

 o
u

t 
w

h
y
 S

irh
a
n
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

a
t 

"th
e F

B
I d

id
 a lo

u
sy

 jo
b

 o
f 

in
v

e
stig

a
tio

n
" a

n
d

 "d
id

n
't 

k
n
o
w

 ev
ery

th
in

g
." 

S
ecretive fellow

 
It is im

p
o

ssib
le

 n
o

w
 fo

r 
m

e to
 rech

eck
 th

e facts w
ith

 
S

irh
a
n
. H

e
 h

a
s re

fu
se

d
 to

 
see m

e any m
ore. H

e becam
e 

an
g

ry
 ab

o
u

t th
e k

in
d

 o
f b

o
o

k
 

h
e su

sp
ected

 I w
as w

ritin
g
 

a
b
o
u
t h

im
, a

n
d
 s

u
e
d
 to

 
p
rev

en
t its p

u
b
licatio

n
. M

y
 



It a
d
ju

sts itse
lf to

 a
n
y
 ty

p
e
 c

a
rp

e
t

.  

A
u
to

m
a
tic

a
lly

. F
ro

m
 th

e
 sh

a
iN

ic
st 

sh
a
e
, to

 th
e
 sm

o
o
th

e
st in

d
o
o
r-o

u
td

o
o
r 

c
a
rp

e
t A

n
d
 g

lid
e
s a

lo
n
g
, e

ffo
rtle

ssl 

B
eatin

ii: as it sw
eep

s, as it d
eep

-clean
s 

S
e
e
 y

o
u

r H
o

o
v

e
r d

e
a
le

r a
n

d
 try

 

th
e
 H

o
o
v
e
r D

ia
l-A

-M
a
tic

 w
ith

 P
o
w

e
r 

D
riv

e
. B

u
t w

e
 w

a
rn

 y
o

u
, ifs lo

v
e
 a

t 

first to
u
c
h

.  

T
h
o
m

a
s V

in
c
e
n
t D

in
e
rro

 
u
n
til D

iP
ierrO

 retracted
 h

is 
sto

ry
 o

f seein
g
 "th

e g
irl in

 
th

e
 p

o
lk

a
 d

o
t d

re
ss" w

ith
 

S
irh

an
 th

e n
ig

h
t o

f th
e as-

sassin
atio

n
. 

A
 pretty girl 

H
o
u
g
h
to

n
's su

sp
ic

io
n
s 

w
e
re

 n
o
t a

ro
u
se

d
 b

y
 th

e
 

sto
ry

 o
f th

e
 P

o
m

o
n
a
 b

a
r-

ten
d
er w

h
o
 said

 h
e saw

 S
ir-

h
a
n

 sta
lk

in
g

 K
e
n

n
e
d

y
 o

n
 

M
ay

 2
0
 in

 th
e co

m
p
an

y
 o

f 
a p

retty
 g

irl. 
H

o
u

g
h

to
n

 o
v

erlo
o

k
ed

 th
e 

insurance executive w
ho saw

 
S

irh
an

 at targ
et p

ractice in
 

M
ay

 at R
an

ch
o
 C

alifo
rn

ia, 
ag

ain
 w

ith
 a p

retty
 g

irl. H
e 

b
ru

sh
ed

 asid
e th

e p
u
zzle o

f 
E

d
w

ard
 V

an
 A

n
tw

erp
, w

h
o
 

m
y
sterio

u
sly

 d
isap

p
eared

 
from

 C
orona, C

alif., 12 hours 
b
efo

re S
en

ato
r K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as 
sh

o
t a

n
d
 re

a
p
p
e
a
re

d
 tw

o
 

w
eek

s later in
 E

u
rek

a, C
alif. 

V
an

 A
n
tw

erp
 h

ad
 to

ld
 th

e 
F

B
I h

e n
ev

er k
n
ew

 S
irh

an
 

w
h
en

, as a m
atter o

f fact, h
e 

h
ad

 ro
o
m

ed
 w

ith
 S

irh
an

 fo
r 

fiv
e m

o
n
th

s. H
o
u
g
h
to

n
 ap

-
p
a
re

n
tly

 d
id

 n
o
t fin

d
 it 

stran
g
e th

at th
e F

B
I an

d
 h

is 
o

w
n

 in
v

estig
ato

rs to
o

k
 1

0
 

m
o
n
th

s to
 fin

d
 th

e m
an

 w
h
o
 

b
ro

u
g
h
t S

irh
an

 to
 C

o
ro

n
a in

 
the first place, F

rank D
onna-

rau
m

a, alias H
en

ry
 D

o
n
ald

 
R

am
istella o

f N
ew

 Jersey
. 

H
o
u
g
h
to

n
 o

v
erlo

o
k
ed

 th
e 

d
irect, naive ap

p
ro

ach
es th

at in
v
esti-

g
ato

rs m
ad

e to
 JiM

m
y
 H

o
ffa, an

d
 th

e 
likes of H

offa, w
ho w

ere not above sus-
p

icio
n

: "T
ell u

s ab
o

u
t y

o
u

r co
n

tract to
 

h
av

e S
en

ato
r K

en
n

ed
y

 k
illed

, Jim
m

y
. 

N
o
? N

o
 co

n
tract? O

h
, w

ell, so
rry

 to
 

h
a
v
e
 b

o
th

e
re

d
 y

o
u
; Jim

m
y
." A

n
d
 

H
o

u
g

h
to

n
 seem

in
g

ly
 ap

p
ro

v
ed

 th
e fa-

cile th
esis th

at an
y
o
n
e w

h
o
 h

ad
 facts 

ru
n
n
in

g
 co

u
n
ter to

 th
e lo

n
e-assassin

 
th

eo
ry

 w
as "p

sy
ch

o
." 

It w
asn

't easy
 fo

r H
o
u
g
h
to

n
 to

 ig
-

n
o
re

 th
e
 e

v
id

e
n
c
e
 in

 S
irh

a
n
's n

o
te

-
b

o
o

k
 th

at S
irh

an
 asso

ciated
 th

e k
ill-

in
g

 o
f R

o
b

e
rt K

e
n

n
e
d

y
 w

ith
 so

m
e
 

k
in

d
 o

f p
ay

o
ff to

 h
im

self. W
h
en

ev
er  

an
y
 ex

tra m
o
n
ey

 to
 su

p
p
o
rt h

is b
elief. 

It is e
n
tire

ly
 p

o
ssib

le
 th

a
t S

irh
a
n
 

w
as g

u
n
n

in
g

 fo
r K

en
n

ed
y

 o
n

 a sim
p

le 
p
ro

m
ise

 o
f m

o
n
e
y
, sw

e
e
te

n
e
d
 b

y
 a

 
sm

all d
o
w

n
 p

ay
m

en
t. H

e co
u
ld

 h
av

e 
b
e
t th

a
t m

o
n
e
y
 a

t th
e
 ra

c
e
tra

c
k
, o

r 
stash

ed
 it aw

ay
, o

r, in
d
eed

, g
iv

en
 it to

 
h
is fam

ily
. 

G
ran

t C
o
o
p
er, S

irh
an

's d
efen

se k
t-

to
rn

e
y
, o

n
c
e
 a

sk
e
d
 h

im
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 

m
o
n
e
y
 a

n
g
le

 a
n
d
 S

irh
a
n
 a

n
sw

e
re

d
 

w
ith

 a q
u
estio

n
 o

f h
is o

w
n
: "If I g

o
t 

th
e m

o
n
ey

, w
h
ere is it?" 

H
ere, S

irh
an

 seem
ed

 g
en

u
in

ely
 ev

a-
siv

e. B
u

t it w
as clear th

at in
 h

is n
o

te-
b
o
o
k
 h

e w
as rep

eatin
g
 in

stru
ctio

n
s to

  

certain
ty

. It w
o
u
ld

 tak
e a p

sy
ch

o
an

-
aly

st as sk
illed

 as D
r. D

iam
o
n
d
 p

er-
h
ap

s an
o
th

er y
ear o

f in
terv

iew
s w

ith
 

S
irh

an
 to

 test th
is th

eo
ry

 th
o
ro

u
g
h
ly

 
—

to
 p

u
t S

irh
an

 th
ro

u
g
h
 m

o
re h

y
p
n
o
tic 

sessio
n
s in

 an
 effo

rt to
 see if, in

d
eed

, 
h
is m

em
o
ry

 h
ad

 b
een

 b
lo

ck
ed

 b
y
 so

m
e 

k
in

d
 o

f p
sy

ch
o
lo

g
ical lo

ck
in

g
 m

ech
-

an
ism

. T
h

ere w
as so

m
e in

d
icatio

n
 th

at 
it w

as. O
n
 certain

 o
ccasio

n
s w

h
en

 D
r. 

D
iam

o
n
d
 p

u
t S

irh
an

 u
n
d
er h

y
p
n
o
sis 

an
d
 ask

ed
 h

im
 ab

o
u
t th

e in
v
o
lv

em
en

t 
o
f o

th
ers, S

irh
an

 w
o
u
ld

 g
o
 in

to
 a d

eep
 

sleep
. O

n
ce, o

n
 Jan

u
ary

 1
1
, 1

9
6
9
, S

ir-
h

an
 an

sw
ered

 so
m

e q
u

estio
n

s q
u

ick
ly

 
an

d
 easily

. O
n
 o

th
ers h

e b
lo

ck
ed

. 

th
at h

e co
u
ld

, fo
r in

stan
ce, 

"b
lo

w
 th

e to
p
 o

ff th
is case" 

if h
e ch

o
se to

 say
 w

h
at h

e 
k
n
ew

. E
v
en

 D
r. D

iam
o
n
d
 

w
ould need m

ore tim
e to see 

w
h
at h

ad
 p

ro
m

p
ted

 S
irh

an
's 

su
ccessiv

e sto
ries th

at L
y

n
-

d
o

n
 Jo

h
n

so
n

 o
r R

ic
h

a
rd

 
N

ix
o

n
 o

r Jam
es H

o
ffa h

ad
 

p
u
t h

im
 u

p
 to

 k
illin

g
 K

en
-

n
ed

y
, m

o
re tim

e to
 fin

d
 o

u
t 

w
h
y
 S

irh
a
n
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

a
t 

"th
e F

B
I d

id
 a lo

u
sy

 jo
b

 o
f 

in
v
estig

atio
n
" an

d
 "d

id
n
't 

k
n
o
w

 ev
ery

th
in

g
." 

Secretive fellow
 

It is im
p
o
ssib

le n
o
w

 fo
r 

m
e to recheck the facts w

ith 
S

irh
an

. H
e h

as refu
sed

 to
 

see m
e any m

ore. H
e becam

e 
angry about the kind of book 
h
e su

sp
ected

 I w
as w

ritin
g
 

a
b
o
u
t h

im
, a

n
d
 su

e
d
 to

 
p
rev

en
t its p

u
b
licatio

n
. M

y
 

n
arrativ

e sh
o

w
s a n

ew
 S

ir-
h
a
n
: a

 se
c
re

tiv
e
 fe

llo
w

 
w

hose pseudo-explanations, 
ev

asio
n
s, fab

ricatio
n
s an

d
 

lies w
ould give m

any readers 
reaso

n
 to

 co
n
clu

d
e th

at h
e 

m
ig

h
t b

e n
o
th

in
g
 m

o
re th

an
 

a
 h

ire
d
 g

u
n
. S

irh
a
n
 w

a
s 

afraid
 th

at m
y
 b

o
o
k
 w

o
u
ld
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