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flear *r. Katzberg,

Deur friend of my youth, it:bbid) Sam Silver, asked me to send you one of my books
when he sent a copy of the column you wrote for the 12/31-1/6 issue.

If decided that because it is the basic book on the JFK assassination rather than
the multitude of theoriesa about it, to send you the first desvite its form, the only
form in which we are now able to keep it available.

I should have said the first bock on the Warren Commission and the assassination.

The beginning of your column&'ei‘lects the akillwﬁhwhich Stone succeeded in deceiving
ahd misleading almost everybody, The Commission's files do not require opening. They have
never been closed. They did require Procesaing. as to protect privacy, and that did take
some slight amount of time, but they have alwu:gr’i}een open at the Archives.

Mostly Stone demanded that all agrfecy fi1634be withheld, protestingfthat they were
all suppressed. e knew bettep. He knew he could have examined 250,000 pages of them I got
by Freedom of Informatikon Act litigation. He had no interest. He is skilled at recognizing
how he can get away with maang lies servé his immediate interest. Toﬁ}d the end he switched
this demand to the former louse committee's records. liost of them are already a.\l;ailable,
all that did not originate with the Homse. 4nd there is no smoking gun in the small per—

ceftage of still withheld records.

Along with most others, I would agree with your opinion that Stone "is imtitbed o
tw: take gross liberties"-if he had announced his follm would be fiction. However, he

promoted it from the first as factuml, as non-fiction and he neber really abandoned
this fagﬁe represenTation. His first fornmulation was that he would record their history
for the people, telling them who killed their President, why and how. It is because this
was impossible from Garrison's book that when Stone ignored carerul and detaiddd warding ,
that he would be lying to the people that I caused the first exposure, the first and I tka
legitimate criticism of him and his project. I think he has no right to lie to the people
about a crime of this magnitude or to Wwrite the tragic historg and not be subject #o
criticism for it.

Sorry about my typing. It is always bad, sometimes worse. Can't be helped.

May I add another thought, that the reader can be the captive of the writer as the

viewer can be of the director. I lnow of personal knowledge that (frﬂson's book was

felse from beginning to end as he rewrote his own history. Tnis made no aifi‘erence to
Stone becuuse he saw Garrison as the perfect vehicle he needed. ﬂéZne rnew before he
started shooting tha he would be filming a "fraud and a travesty."

Best wishes, éM

Harold Weisberg






