UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

e oo 5 memorandum

Quinlan J. Shea, Jr., Director
Office of Privacy and Information Appeals

etter from Harold Weisberyg bated September 17, 1978

Robert L. Saloschin, Director
Office of Information Law and Policy

The attached letter, with two attachments (both of which
are exhibits in the referenced suit), appears to me to be a
request under the Freedom of Information Act for all records
of the Freedom of Information Committee regarding the indicated
. Committee meetings. If there are records of the Office of
- Legal Counsel, as distinct from the Committee, would you please
make the appropriate further reterral?

Attachments

V/ cc: Mr. Harold Weisberg

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan .. oual corm no. 10
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hmwmwumuu 9/11/18
JTK dusssalnation secords) 1978 request for info given Epstein re Nomenke
Pi reoords

¥ith regard to both appeals and in gensral for $he information and understanding
of your staff I sttuch Exiibit 17 frou an affidavit I used 1n GudeT3-1445, & ease
now bafore the gourt of appealm. After the suinury Judguacnt and appeal I presented
new evideuss 0 the ap.euls court. It reuwunded for the distriot ocurt to conaldsr
oconsidering the nev evidence, whioch I providad to it. Tho district court declined
to cousider this nev evidence( relating to the aubjuct matter of tha bouriag of the
House asuassins eomuittes this past iriday) If necessary I oan dotermine the date
2ot vieible en tuds xerox of the first puge of that record. The date on Nxkibis 12
from tha sane case is early, 1968.

" Both rafer %o Departmunt records kmown %0 exist and not pmovided,

1 do not minoe words with regard to these records and the motive they provide
tor the eoutinued withheldings. The exemptions clailued are so clearly spurious this
muta 1o deliberate fraud. I have obtained the transoript of the exsoutive sessisn
of 1/21/64 referrred %o and printed it in fucsiuile in the fourth of my Muilawash
series. There is ne basis for any withholaing er classificatien wadsr the Aot aid
thorouurvumy-unhhnlhnu.m cloar meascn apyeats to have been Y0 make
eﬂidal eubarrassment more diffioult. what the secon. record says about Presidemt
Foxd's Wook is an enormous understatement. His dishonesties with this recerd, te
xds what was disclosed sbout the FBI and CIA, ure mcapuulntd in a tabulatien in
xy beck. He edited the transoript without so indicated aud presented 1t as unedited.
0f course he began By stealing it aud sallicg 1t for profit. The ocuntent is entirely
and delilerataly eorrupted. Net surprising oconeldering that the men who was to he
our first woelected Presidest was alsc an ¥AI stoblie (aka "toad® to the then Direator.)
He eplied on hia fellew Courissioners snd tried tu use the Nl to woric his will inalde
the Cowuisiicne Ous of the tresscripts atili witiheld and at iaswue in CoaTo=1448
Looludes his efforts to get twe prestigeous lawyers fired as "reds" because they
vors civil libertarians and anti-racist. Br. Dovise, formerly an FII dA, then end now
s Congresaman, was oné &1 those objecting stroagly to the anti-racisn or these Semmission
qounsel, Joe Hall of Culifornia wna Normuu Redlick, now deen of law at NYU,Mr. Devine
18 & "ember of the House assesains ocomudites.

You will note that among the Luproper ressons for withholding actually specified
after eonsultation with the Yepartment is to deter my work or to prevent xy exjosiag
of official impreprietiss and dishonesties and prevent meaningful use of FOlA.

Please note the searet atated in Furagraph 2 of the firet record, there numbersd 1.,
that the withheld records "are genvrally overolassified when clamsification is at



at all warranted.” TPis, naturally enough, déd not preclude the filing of affidsvits
attesting to thw opricty of clasuification.
~ If you woula like other yelavent records not as direotly conncoted with the
BDepartuent but flowing from the meetiug reported iwre Jim Lesar can previde them,
These other records, sous¢ of whioh probebly do iugliude the Departmunt and my Pa
request, xefleat the various dodges und oonceootions fabricated %0 avgid detectien of
overt fraudilent mimrvpresantation and of thw switching ef recerds out of the pessession
of sn agenay which held that it oould not withhoid thon waivr the igt o thet shey
oouli be withbeld wadex atill other fabrications. the interual records ave explicdt
in providing the advice of Government counsel shat all posaible exenptions be dreamed
Wy whether or not conceived %0 e within remson, as an slternative to luter maldng
oluim for aubstitute exeupsien when I destroysd any basis fex the exsuptions aleimed.
his is all real, not Wy imagining. 1 believe it remaims wncontected in a ceurt
record. Ons such false olaim tef an exeupiion laker chaged at least ence ia for the
skill withheld tranecript desoribed on tie previous page, the Ferd/Bevine transewiphe
Ploase note (Exbibit 1/, firut pursgruph) ke involveasns af the Departmenths
"Fresdas of Luformatien “(sds) comnities/ and of the Vepartment's UMD (Bxuildt 12,
fire$ parsgraph.) as stated abeve, there wes ne busis for the wishnelding of the
transcript the Depuriment recemmendsd be withheld and 4t teok litlgation to obw At
(1 bave often reissved %o vasisi costs and ulterior, extre~legal purposes.) '
¥y recolisotien is uncertein but I Lolisve Udamiuicn Decumcat 65 peferved 48
halda the rasist wenom andi the inyelveuunt of Hears. i‘ardmhom-i.tuult
ralates to the twe naasd lawyers. Bubsequmntly 4 evtained that fila. ‘
Vitheud subjeat-matier eipartiae any review tha. is not mede with knoulodp of
such regords as the sanples attached is seriously handicapped if not in faet ogue
Verted intof a yubber-etanp appreval of officisl wrongdoing, a matter I believe
Chlef Judge J. Skelly Wright weoenily addressed. 1 therofore bulisve that your akuff
should not havy aswe substansial reason to believe thas the poliqy this repressnis is
ook the presens pelioy, as I have every reason to believe it Lis. ‘ »
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Exhibit 17 C.A. No. 75-1448
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’ * Addendum 10

DATE:

REPLY TO
ATTN OF:

SUBJECT:

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

APR 4 It _ Office u( Ceneral Counsel
Washington, D.C. 2¢
General Counsel - 1,

Warren Commission Materials and the Freedom of Information Act

*Archivist of the United Stares - N

On March 13, Messrs. Garfinkel and Meszoly of the Records and Administration
Division and Mr. Young of the Claiws and Litigatioa Division of this office,
along with Dr. Campbell and Mr. Johnson of the Office of the National Archives
attended a meeting with the Commitree on the Freedom of Information Act of ‘
the Department of Justice to discuss the mandates of the Act as they relate

to heretofore restricted recodds of the Warren Commission, now in the custody
of the successor agency Genercual Secvvices Aduinistracion. Alcthough the topics
discussed have been of continuing importaunce to the National Archives, the
immediate stimulus to the meecing was the appeals by Dr. Hoch and Mr.  Weisberg
from GSA denials to their requests for access to these records. From the
conclusions reached at this meeling, as well as from the extensive review of
this material undertaken by this office in the past several months, the
following recommendations are offered for your consideration.

. A classification review of all of these Warren. Commission materials that
remain classified should be coumenced as soon as possible. Our review of
these records in light of Exccutive Ouvder 11642 (37 F.R. 5209, March 10,
1972) has rcvealed that they arc generally overclassified when classification

- s at all warranted. This office would be happy to assist the National

Archives in such a review.

2. The executive sessions of the Warren Comnission should remain exempt

from disclosure as "incer-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters
which would not be available by law to a purty other than an agency in
litigation wich che agency . . ..'" (5 uls el H52(b) (9)). Moreover, those
parts of the executive sessions that remain classified afrer a classification
review should be further exempted as “"specifically required by Executive
order to be kept secret in cthe interest of the national defense or foreign
policy . . .." (5 U.S.C. 552(b)(1)).

3. Commission Document 365 should remaln exempt from disclosure as "personnel
and medical files and similar €iles the disclosure of which would constitucte

a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy'" as well as "inve%tigacory
files compiled for law enforcement purposes except to the extent available by
law $o a party other than an agency . . .." (5 U.S.C. 552(b)(6) and (7)
respectively).

4. Mr. Rankin's letter of Mavch 20, 1964, to Mr. Hoover, relatlng to the
Fair Play for Cuba Committee uand uvther organizations, should remain exewmpt
from disclosure as '"inter-ageucy of intra-agency mgmorandugslor lecters . . .,
supra, No. 2, Morcover, should this docuwnent remain classified after the
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Exhibit 12

.¢c: Official File - NmD /

C.A. No. 75-1448
Addendum -~

Fovember 15, 1568
R

Correspondencs with Harold Welsberg, Coq a'or Fress, Route 8,
Frederick, Marylana 21701

As Mr, N‘eiaherg,saya, there are certain quotations, Presumably

taken from o copy of the transcript in Congressman Ford's possession,
that ere pudblished in Portrailt of the Assussin (Yew York: Simon and
Behuster, 1565) by Gerala R. Ford and John R, Stiles (peges 19-25),

n from different Pages. Only
eript 18 included in the
quoted material. Ye Teel that to tell Mr, Welsberg this,

completely pub-
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JAMES B, RHOADS ’
Archivist of the United. Btates
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MdJohnson/me  MNDC 69-89
Ext, 23171 11/15/68
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