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DPD Channel 1 Dictabelts:
Chain of Possession

"Within a few days of" Original channel 1 belts, 10 in allL provided to

November 22, 1963 FBI - or more probably the Secret Service - and
taken from DPD offices: Returned to DPD Sergeant
Jim Bowles "several days later"B

November 29-30, 1963 DPD Chief Lumpkin "provided for transcrintion" the
"Police recordings of channel 1" to Secret Service
Agents Roger Warner and Tlmer Koore® These were
"recorded by SA Warner and were sent to Washingion
Protective Research Sesction for filtering, rerecord-
ing and transcription", and were to be returned to
the Dallas Secret Service offices

"'\:-...-‘jml

Recordings could not be found by Secret Service or
National Archives in 1970? and again in 1°8¢, a
transcript was found in the Arch1ves in 1981.% The
crucial belt began at 12:27 nn.

Start of December 1963 DPD Sergeant CGerald D. Henslee prenared edited
transcript (from belts?)? Transcriot given to DPD
Chief Jesse Curry on December 5: and to Secret
Service on December 6.

Henslee transcript entered into Warren Commission
evidence on April 8, 1964, as Sawyer Ixhibit B, "

- lid-December 1963 Dictabelts handed over to Curry for inclusion in
DPD internal investigation files.“

l.arch 3, 1964 J. Lee Rankin, Warren Commission General Counsel,
asked FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover to provide the
Commission with a transcript.”

Farch 6, 1964 Transcript requested from DPD by FBI:‘

3
Pre-March 23, 1964 DPD Sergeant Bowles prepared transeript from belts
which he said were in "very good conn1t1on"' thp
crucial one of which began just after 12:25 pm."

Bowles made 4 copies of the dictabelts: 2 for the
FBI (one "filtered", the other “unflltered") 1
copy for Chief Curry, and 1 copy for h%yself, from
which he later made his owm transcrint.

7 One of the FBI copies is believed by Bowles to have
‘3 been sent outalde Texas, to a laboratory in (he
thinks) Oklahoma- the other FBI copy was renorted
missing from the National Archives in 1076‘*

;! Earch 23, 1964 DPD Inspector J. Herbert Sawyer, via the FBI,
, prcv1ded the Bowles transcript to the Warren Comn—
= issiong ¥transcriot became Commission Txhibit 105 %

llay 28, 1964 Warren Commission's Rankin asked Dallas Secret
Service SAIC Forrest V. Sorrels to "record the Dallas
Police Department tapes of radio broadcasts over
channels 1 and 2 on November 22, 1963, between the
hours of 12:30 and 2:00 pm".®

In 1982, neither the National Archives nor Sccret
Service could find anything to show that this recuest
had been met, or, indeed, any evidence relatings to
$hs ™
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July 16, 1962

July 21-24, 1964

August 11, 1964

August 20, 1964

August 21, 1964

Barly in 1967

1969

1969 to 1978

End September 1977

Pebruary 11, 1978

Kay 12, 1978

July 1978

October 1978

1979

Rankin asked Hoover to provide transcript from
"$he original tapes of the radio broadcasts".™

Chief Curry provided 10 dictabelts for review and
transcription by unidentified FBI agent. Belts
covered period 10:00 am to 3:00 pm on November 22,

and were described as "badly worn from being nlayed"y

Crucial belt, according to transcript, covered theI
period 113151 to 12:40 ond was belt 5 of the series.

DFD Lleutenant‘Doug Gassett, now believed to be in
Austin, Texas, was present with FBI agent on July 21.

Transcript, which later became Warren Commission
Exhibit 1974, was completed, and covering memo from
FBI office in Dallas was written.

Copy of FBI transcript attached to letter from
Curry, signed by Deouty Chief M.W. Stevenson, to
Texas Attorney General.™

Letter from Hoover to Rankin said transcript would
be sent to Commission "in the immediate future", and
referred to the "badly worn condition of the original
tapes" @

Belts copied to tapeifur author Judy Bonner by DFD
Sergeant Gerald Hillj Bonner's tape later g1ven to,
or copied for, Dallas researcher Kary Ferrelll

Material, which as well as the tape copy made for
Curry in 1964 by Bowles, was variously descrlbed as
conta1n1ng "the dlctabelts"* "a dictabelt" "dicta-
belts"; and "a Dictabelt and a tape...coverlng from
10 am to 2:15 ;mﬂ'“ was found in 2 locked cabinet
outside Curry's officet! Katerial given to DFD Intel-
ligence Dept Director Paul McCaghren*

McCaghren kept the material in his office until 1971
or 1972, when he moved it to his home for safek eenlng.

HSCA in possession of Mary Ferrell's tané? as well
as a "filtered" copy of her tape, obtained from Gary
Mack.®

MeCaghren told HSCA investigator Jack ¥oriarty
about the material in his possession, and handed it
over to HSCA shortly thereafter.¥

Tape, probably Mrs. Ferrell's, given to Dr, James
Barger of BBEN by the HSCAS

Material, believed to be from McCaghren, and consis-
ting of the Bowles/Curry tave from 1964 and "the &
entire series of dictabelts", given to Barger by HSCA.

Crucial belt was "rather centered on 12:30“, was
apparently ocuite old, had been played a great dezl,
was in poor condition, and was marked as "Being
recorded from Channel 1" Belt was copied to tane
by Dr. Barger and found to “v1rtua11y identical" to
the Bowles/Curry tape cony.

Dr. Barger's tape copy, and the Bowles/Curry iape,
given to Mark Weiss and Ernest Aschkenasy by HSCA.

All HSCA acoustics material apnarently handed over
to Justice Department by HSCA.%
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November (?) 1981 Ramsey Panel obtained "original Dictaphone record-

ings" from DOJ. Crucial belt covered the period
12:05 to 12:40 and was in poor condition, "shrunken
and stiffened". Contained handwriting "“11-22-63, PLZ2,
10" by Doris Schwartz, who serviced DPD Dictaphone
in 1963. Also contained handwritten times 12 5 and
12 40 and the letters J and H, not written by ls.
Schwartz.
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