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T
H

E
 W

A
SH

T
N

G
T

O
N

 PO
ST

 

N
A

A
C

P
 L

aw
yer in L

ine for Justice P
ost 

B
y
 Jo

h
n
 M

. G
ash

k
o
 

W
ash

in
g

to
n

 P
o

st B
latt w

riter 

D
rew

 D
ay

s, an
 atto

rn
ey

 w
ith

 th
e 

N
A

A
C

P
 L

egal D
efense F

und, is A
ttor-

n
ey

 G
en

eral G
riffin

 B
. B

ell's first 
ch

o
ice to

 h
ead

 th
e Ju

stice D
ep

art-
m

ent's C
ivil R

ights D
ivision, inform

ed 
sources said yesterday, 

T
he sources said teat B

ell, w
ho w

as 
sw

o
rn

 in
 y

e
ste

rd
a
y
 m

o
rn

in
g
 w

ith
 

P
resid

en
t C

arter lo
o
k
in

g
 o

n
, w

as ex
-

p
ected

 to
 o

ffer th
e assistan

t atto
rn

ey
 

general post to D
ays later in the day. 

B
e
ll's se

le
c
tio

n
 o

f D
a
y
s, w

h
o
 is 

b
lack

, ap
p
eared

 to
 rep

resen
t a m

o
v
e 

by the new
 A

ttorney G
eneral to assure 

b
lack

 g
ro

u
p

s o
f h

is co
m

m
itm

en
t to

 
vigorous civil rights enforcem

ent, H
e 

alread
y
 h

as said
 th

at lie in
ten

d
s to

 
nam

e W
ade H

. M
cC

ree Jr. a black and 
a judge of the S

ixth U
.S

. C
icuit C

ourt 
of A

ppeals, to the job of solicitor gen-
eral, th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t's th

ird
-

ranking post. 

B
ell's n

o
m

in
atio

n
 h

ad
 en

co
u
n
tered

 
h
eav

y
 o

p
p
o
sitio

n
 fro

m
 civ

il rig
h
ts 

groups that charged him
 w

ith hostility 
to

 d
esg

reg
atio

n
 w

h
en

 h
e w

as an
 A

t-
lan

ta law
y
er an

d
 a fed

eral ap
p
eals 

co
u
rt ju

d
g
e. B

ecau
se o

f th
is o

p
p
o
si-

tio
n

, 2
1

 sen
ato

rs v
o

ted
 ag

ain
st co

n
- s' 

firm
ing him

. 
A

s B
ell m

oved to fill other key slots 
at th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t, in

fo
rm

ed
 

so
u
rces said

 th
at th

e fro
n
t-ru

n
n
in

g
 

can
d
id

ates fo
r d

ep
u
ty

 atto
rn

ey
 g

en
-

eral, the second-ranking job, appeared 
to be U

.S
. D

istrict C
ourt Judge F

rank 
M

. Jo
h
n
so

n
 Jr., o

f M
o
n
tg

o
m

ery
, A

la., 
and L

ouis F
. O

berdorfer, a W
ashing-

to
n

 law
y

er an
d

 K
en

n
ed

y
-era o

fficial 
of the JJustice D

epartm
ent. 

T
he C

arter adm
inistration is know

n 
to

 h
av

e o
ffered

 Jo
h
n
so

n
 th

e d
irecto

r. 
sh

ip
 o

f th
e F

B
I. H

o
w

ev
er, b

e tu
rn

ed
 

th
e jo

b
 d

o
w

n
, rep

o
rted

ly
 b

ecau
se a 

w
itch from

 the judiciary to the execu-
tiv

e b
ran

ch
 w

o
u
ld

 d
rastically

 cu
rtail 

his pension rights. 

B
u

t. th
e so

u
rces said

, C
arter an

d
 

B
e
ll still h

o
p
e
d
 th

a
t Jo

h
n
so

n
, 5

8
, 

co
u
ld

 b
e en

ticed
 in

to
 th

e ad
m

in
istra-

tio
n
 b

y
 th

e o
ffer o

f th
e d

ep
u
ty

's slo
t 

If Jo
h
n
so

n
 stan

d
s firm

 in
 h

is refu
sal 

to
 m

o
v
e. th

e so
u
rces ad

d
ed

, th
ey

 b
e-

lieve that the post w
ill go to O

berdor-
fer. 

O
berdorfer, 58, currently is w

ith the 
W

ashington law
 firm

 of W
ilm

er, C
-ut-

ler and P
ickering. H

e served as assist. 
an

t atto
rn

ey
 g

en
eral in

 ch
arg

e o
f th

e 
tax division under P

resident K
ennedy 

in the 1960s. 
E

rlier y
esterd

ay
, B

ell to
o
k
 th

e o
ath

 
of office from

 C
hief Justice W

arren E
R

. 
B

u
rg

er in
 a cerem

o
n
y
 th

at in
clu

d
ed

 
th

e sy
m

b
o
lic o

p
en

in
g
 o

f th
e lo

n
g

-
lo

ck
ed

 fro
n

t d
o

o
r o

f th
e Ju

stice 
p
artm

en
t o

n
 P

en
n
sy

lv
an

ia A
v
en

u
e. 

T
h
e m

assiv
e steel d

o
o
rs h

ad
 b

een
 

locked since 1970 as a security precau-
tion against dem

onstrators and terror-
ists. 

"W
e L

ake great pleasure in opening  

th
em

," B
ell to

ld
 th

e 7
0

0
 d

ig
n

itaries 
an

d
 d

ep
artm

en
ts em

p
lo

y
ees at th

e 
cerem

ony. "W
e're com

ing out from
 be-

h
in

d
 th

e b
arricad

es. W
e d

o
n
't in

ten
d
 

to operate behind closed doors." 
In Introducing B

ell, C
arter took up 

th
e sam

e th
em

e, say
in

g
 th

e lo
ck

ed
 

doors had been "sym
bolic of a separa-

tio
n

 o
f th

e d
isaffected

 an
d

 d
isad

v
an

-
taged from

 the core of Justice." 
*T

hese doors w
ill be kept open from

 
now

 on," the P
resident said. 

A
fterw

ard, C
arter, B

ell and B
urger 

toured the Justice D
epartm

ent's C
ivil 

D
ivision, w

hich w
as headed by B

urger 
in the 1950s before his appointm

ent to 
the judiciary. 

In
 a co

n
v

ersatio
n

 w
ith

 Irv
in

g
 Jaf-

fee, actin
g
 assistan

t atto
rn

ey
 g

en
eral 

in charge of the C
ivil D

ivision, C
arter 

said
 th

at h
e in

ten
d
s to

 "m
o
v
e v

ery
 

stro
n

g
ly

 to
 p

u
t tth

e selectio
n

 o
f U

.S
. 

atto
rn

ey
s o

n
 a m

erit b
asis" rath

er 
th

an
 th

e p
o
litical p

atro
n
ag

e sy
stem

 
that now

 governs their choice. 


