
Chairman Peter Rodino 
	

7627 Old Receiver Road 
Judiciary Committee 
	

Frederick, Md. 21701 
House of Representatives 
	

September 14, 1988 
Washington, D.C. 20555 

Dear Mr. Rodin, 

I have read '.1 11.omas Boyd's March 28, 1988 letter to you and its attached and 
dated letter not signed by William Weld. I write asking that for the record you please 
include this along with your file copies of them because they are false and misleading 
and those political assassinations are an important part of our history. 

I am a former reporter, investigative reporter, Senate investigator and editor 
and war-time intelligence analyst. I am the author of six books on the assassination 
of President Kennedy and its official investigations and one on that of Dr. "ing. 
Unlike the books that are better known, mine do not pursue conspiracy theories and 
instead are a large study of the workings of our beats institutions Q' those times of 
great stress and since then. so part of my work I filed a number of suits under the 

64/ Freedom of Information Act seeking and ultimately fore Ong 	strong official resistance, 
a consdiderable number of official records that until then had been withheld. The Congress 

we,/ 
amended the investigator files exemption in 1974 over one of my earlier suits. '.1411.0 is 
specific in the legislative history. 

Please excuse my typing because I'm 75 and am impaired in health and mobility. 
I have to type Bitting sideways from the typewriter. 

Mr. Bo 's explanation for the lamg delay in forwarding the Weld letter simply 
is not true. The Department did not just forget and lose that letter in bureaucratic 
vast"./nese. A number of those who do not agree with the official explanation of the 
assassinations were in regular touch with the Department and were told, including 
after the date of the letter to you, that the report would be disclosed in a short time. 

The first paragraph of the Weld letter concludes with the stock evasion of all 
officialdom, "that it appears unlikely that Xi new information will emerge that 

peo0144 
would Tfotide a productive basis for further investigative activity regarding either" 
of these aesassinationi. There is nothing wrong with the "old" evidence that was mis-
represented and ignored. Moreover, the Department and the FBI got a considerable amount 

of "new information" in my lengthy POI& lawsuits. Everything I alleged was under oath 
and subject to the penalties of perjury. And it was certainlly documented, to a large 

degree with the misrepresented and ignored official records 1. obtained. 

The Bronson film, about which you also were not informed fully o1 accurately, is 
an illustration. Knowledge of it had been suppressed by the FBI until I spotted these 
reports, one of which I attach, and then friends of mine in 'Mlles located Bronson and 
saw his film. One was a reporter for the Dallas Morning News and it published several 
pages of individual frames from it. (I have added some of th,  marginal markings on this 



and another enclosure.) 

Of bronson's 35mm picture the FBI agent said that although it showed the ,'resident 
"at the precise time shots were fired" it was no good for evidence because it did not 
show Lee Harveydswald with a smoking gun in his hands, i.e., "not sufficiently clear 
for identification purposes." This was the first working iay after the assassination, 
long before any real investigation could have beet! made. 

Of 4'ronson's motion picture, the agent stated it "failed to show the building 
from which the shots were fired," the latter a conclusion rather than the result of 
investigation. In fact it includes almost 100 individual frames not only of the 
building but of the very window from which the FBI says Oswald fired the she its. He 
is not in that window only moments before the shots were fired. 

The Dallas FBI didn't bother FBIHQ with this report and, of course, FBIEQ 
did not trouble the Warren Commission with a copy. 

Eden 	the Dallas FBI decided that Oswald was a lone assassin, before 
he was charged. The Dallas FBI record I enclose was, in fact, filed before Oswald was 
charged, after being routed and indexed and serialized. When another police agency phoned 
the Dallas office to say that an extremist group ought be considered suspects that 
report was annotated (it was in the form of a lead) "Not necessary to cover as true 
subject located." il=  Oswald was even charged! 

that Oswald was the Ione assassin was the instant vision of J. Edgar Hoover. 
he boasted of this the afternoon of that assassination and if you like I'll send you 
a copy. (I enclose only a few records that are on my desk because searching my files 
presents me with physical problems.) This was recorded in a memo to him by Cartha De 
Leach, who was with Mr. "cover when he said what I paraphrase above. 

The preconception and the determination not to investigate the crime itself 
was universal in the bepartment and FBI. No sooner had Jack eUby killed °swald and 
ended prospects of a trial than Nicholas De B. Katsenback, then DAG and acting AG, 
formalised this in a memo to the President via Bill Moyers, attached. Before any 
realpnvostigation was possible, he wrote, "the public must be satisfied that Oswald 
vas the assassin; twat he did not have confederates...; and that the evidence was 
such that he would have been convicted at trial." 

/lease believe me, I've read hundreds of thousands of pages of these records and 
the crimes themselves were never investigated. (The FBI, when embarrassed later, said 
that it had not investigated the sing assassination but had investigated Bay as an 
eicape4) 

, 
while I cannot aye that ultimately what fir. led said about the alleged inability 

to make uise_of L"ronean'sfilm is not true, I have read the earlier FBI records and have 
thee. The FBi etonewalled Bronson when his lawyer promised it a first(Ogeneration copy 



to keep end unlimited acoess to the original as long as he was present. (This caution 

was not unwise considering that the crucial frames of the original of the film showing 

the assassination of President Kennedy taken by Abraham Zapruder disappeared immediately, 

a fact not only suppressed by the FBI itself (when, for example, it numbered those 

frames for the Warren Commission) - the FBe. never even asked a question about this, 

leave alone investigate why the frames of the moment of the assassination were gone. 

the FBI accepted the fully-cooperative Bronson offer it would have been investi-

gating itself. 

The third paragr ►  of thelilld letter concludes with a non6equatur with regard 

to the Aronson films  questioning its value in accoustical studies, abut which more 

below. In any kind of what can without question be called a real investigation the 

Bronson film was o6 essential value not only with regard to the position of the Presi-

dent when he was shot but for such other eseentialis as background and persons visible 

in them. Aside from Oswald's absence from thst window. 

114  Ithwmirdl:Tso0 the Dallas police radio broadcasts of the time of the assassi- 

nation fgTred  in 0 C.A. 78-0322. The FBI swore to an aseortment of knownf 	hooda 

to deny any copy to me and, when ultimately located for it and the DJ a 	y it 

knew it had)I was refused a dub on the spurious ground that it could damage that 

recording. The FBI had and lied about having its own copy, hidden fromIlLven its 

indices. The proof? First the fact that it transcribed 	of the recordings 

for the Warren Commission and then, when during my litigationait was forced to make a 

search for the House committee, it interviwed dthrsglice official who was present and 

made the police recordings available. The FBihudden them on its own Wollensak reel-

to-reel machine, about which it lied under oath in my lawsuit. There were two recorders 

used by the police, ona, a Gray Audiograph, made a record, and the other, not ma the 

al,  story says, a Dicta-phone but a Dictabelt. Tnose FBI reports reflect that to maks 

the dubs the originals had to be played ale* and the audible sound was recorded.lilis 

is ignored by the National Scads of Sciences, which had only what the FBI gave it, 

but it is a possible explanation of when the shots were recorded and hotalt--4anftir the 
epos.) 

othei/eonversation treopded 	 by the BIAS. 
eti.44/' 

On page 4 Mr. -Wld has the usual official gobbledegook of reviewing incoming, 

unsolicited correspondence and at the bottom of that page he says that "ell investi-

gative leads which are known to the Department have beetlexhauatively pursued." This 

seond part is straight-out false, as I'll get to. 

aside from whqt the Pepartment and the FBI learned if not earlier than in my 

undisputed evidence abouA both crimes in my FOIA litigation, after my book on the 

ine assassination wa4 published I became defense investigator. 1:conducted the 

investigations for the habeas corpus, which succeeded, and for the two weeks of 



r,chAdl- tbadwi 414 

dldidentiary hearings.r—I-1ocated and we produced live witnesses who were subject to 

cross-examination and there are transcripts. Oddly, although I an supposed to have 

received all the field office and Hq records on this case, they do not include these 

transcripts:This in itself is more than enough to give the lie to what you were told. 

When the so-called investigation (and I say this after reading those records) 

of the `Tfice of Professional eesponsibility was announced,I offered to assist it in 

any way possible. My offer, ,W,e in the presence of my counsel, was not accepted. 

Mr. W.;ed concludes with an evasion, saying that there is "he pe‘kuasive evi- 

dence...to support the theory of a conspiracy in either" case. ililether or not there 

was a conspiracy is not a theory, it is a fact. Ile is referring only to those theories 

offered publicly, and I agree that they Gannot be supported. -ke does not say that the 

FBI does not have any evidence of a conspiracy in either case. The fact its it has an 

abundance of evidence establishing the existence of a conspiracy in bdoth cases and in 

my litigation it failed to refute, in fact even confront, the evidence that was in 

these cases relevant. 

Not to take your time and because I ask only that this be made part of your 

records for the future and for history, I give you two illustrations from the JFK 

files of the FBI, 

The official account of that assassination is that of the three bullets, all 

fired by Oswald from the window in which the broneon film does not show he was, the 

first entered the President's body at the --- i-base of the nect, exiting though his 

shirt collar and nicking the knot of his tie in so doing; then inflictred five addi- 

tional wounds on 6overnor Connally; the second missed entirely and struck a curbstone, 

causing a spray of concrete chips that slightly wounded a bystander, James Tague; and 

the third exploded in the President'd head. 

Of the President's clothing the FBI provided the Warren Commission with photograpjh 

so pooh the Archives phaographer told me they used all iirtheir skills to mOce them 
ff unclear. I obtained, by accident I'm sure, an original set of FBI photographs under ,-O/A 

itral instead of cepies of them and I can supply those to you. What the Commission did 

not get get from the FBI was its photograph of the shirt collar. This clear original makes 

it apparent that the damage to that collar was not caused by any bullet and that the 

damage to the tie also could not have been. More explanations if you desire them. In 

fact, the testimony of the only doctor to see the President before removal of -Ma:vat. 
o 

clothing, done under his supervision, is that the bullet-hole in the frontt:1-Z.4  

President's neck was above the collar. In fact, under his supervision, two nurses 

cut the tie off, the usual procedure to which they testiffAd t4g'tde Commission. In 

dAng this they cut slits in the collar and made a alight nick on the knot. The two 

lekise;siliftEtgelito ultietike,Tith-eackr-ather -ami-eltare--crfeensider_able-diffarent_ N. 



collar slits do not ooincide with each other and are of considerably different lengths, 

although both are short. The nick in the knot of the tied does not cLincide with 

either slit by far and, fling on the front only, obviously could not have been caused 

by any bullet?  frolic* anywhere. Oxi  (wkvv. 	011_4 Akkri0T41- R  4:0)//1 44,4er 

When I deposed FBI SA Robert Frazier, ballistic expert and liaison with the 

Commission, in a FOIA suit I showed this $cture to him and sought to question him 

about it. He refused to give testimony but he did twice admit that he had had questions 

and as a reaultTheitilaked for a special examination of this evidence by a hair and 
At rai/ 

fibers expert in ma labO,Faul irombaugh. StombuOk's report was within the litigated 

request and we asked for a copy. None was ever produced. Noe.1 is included in the great 

number of disclosed records. Nor is %Jme the f7razier request in them. 

I!
1th regard to theimissed shot and the ''ague wounding, the FBI was ignoring this 

(IL 4-05,14-4.1‘;s0  
until/ pEatogr 	r who tda-Mcd-Us pa r published a picture of the damage to the 

14/ 
curbstone. (His print was never returned 	he gave me other prints of it and I have 

a Xerox of the Dallas paper with it and its caption, the paper the FBI got and reviewed 

daily,! As a resuljc, this could no longer be ignored. At first the FBI tried to con the 

Commission by suggesting that the regular washing of the streets could wipe out the 

bullet damage to the Agp of the curbstone. When that would not wash before the Commission 

it sent photog.-aphic expert 17114a1 Shaneyfelt down. He used the existn-Mtos and 

located the precise point and even though he saw no scar or nick or hole had it dug 

up and took it to FBIH14 for spectrographic analysis. The enclosed synopsis page of a 

much longer Dallas FBI report makes it clear that the scar or nick did not exist when 

Stianeyfelt went through this charade. They all kiiof the bullet impact. The FBI even 

transcribed the police reports on it as of the instant of the crime. As the FBI has to 

know and as is undenied in my litigation, that curbstone was patched.7Thie is quite 
xittsav 

visible at the Archives. So it went through the shabby+-
io 	/
eratese of making a spectro- 

graphic analysis of the patch an though it was the real thing hidden by the patch. 

and ofi all the many such tests, which include a thin piece of film, the only one 

missing from the FBI's files, At attested in my lawsuit, is this one, which it 

presumes was discarded, in violation of regulations, to save apace. A thin piece of 

film of an historic case takes up that much spaces 

Moreover, although frasier testified to the Commission only that this test showed 

what wa, tested could have been and probably was caused by a bullet, his handwritten 

notes which 1  got in the litigation says it could have been caused by an auto tire 

wheel weight. 

And, quite obviously, the dead Oswald could not have patched that innocent s 

curbstone. Besides, ha was in jail until killed. 



C744 

These two bits of FBI,  evidence indica  the existence of a conspiracy because 

they establish that no one man could have  	all the acknowledged and reported_ 

injuries. The FBI also had evidence of other shots but ignored this also. I have 

those records, too. it dismissed one by saying that bullet would not have fit in 

the no-called 0-;Wald rifle.) There is much more; bearing on this, much, much more. 

In the Ray evidentiar, hearing in "emphis I refer to above the judge ultimately 

held that for purposes of that hearing, whether or not 'Sty would get the trial he 

never had, guilt or innocence were immaterial and he 	the trial. Be could not 

avoid the =refuted evidence produced on Ray's behalf, evidence that leaves it beyond 

question that the FBI's case does not exist am' that there had been a conspiracy. I 

offered my set of transcriptd at the time of the OPR inquiry and they were not 

accepted. Tne government, which I suspect doeihave them hidden, easily done under the 

FBI filing system if you are ever interested, can have copies at any time. 6o can 

any committee. 

For purpose*If the record, I believe that FOIA makes me surrogate for the 

people and anyone can make copies or just examine them. In time they will all be 

part of a public archillei at local good College. 

Please excuse the length, typing and other defects of this letter because I 

can do no better. ii.nd I do hope that if nothing else you will file this along with 

the A2oyd and weld letters. 

Sincerely, 

tr•-1  i•Jit  
I 

4{arold Weisberg 
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November 25, 1963 

MEMORANDUM rok MR. MOYERS 

It is important that all of the facts 
surrounding President Kennedy's Assassination be 
made public in a way which will satisfy people in 
the United States and abroad that all the facts 
have been told and that a statement to this effect 
be made now. 

1. The public most 
Oswald was the assassin; that 
confederates who are still at 
the evidence was such that he 
convicted at trial. 

be satisfied that 
he did not have 
large; and that 
would have been 

2. Speculation about Oswald's motivatiom 
ought to be cut off, and we should have some basis 
for rebutting thought that this was a evmmunist 
conspiracy or (as the Iron Curtain press is saying) 
a right-wing conspiracy to bias: it on the Communists. 
Unfortunately the facts on Oswald seam about too pat.-• 
too obvious (Marxist, Cuba, Russian wife, etc.). The 
Dallas police have put out statements on the Communist 
conspiracy theory, and it W48 they who were in charge 
when he was shot and thus silenced. 

3. The natter has been handled thus far 
with neither diEnity nor conviction. Facts have been 
mixed with rumour and speculation. je can scarcely 
lot the world see us totally in the isaee of the 
Dallas police when our President in murdered. 

I think this objective may be satisfied 
by making public as soon as possible a complate and 
thorough FBI report on Oswald and the assassination. 
This may ran into the difficulty of pointing to in-
consistencies between this report and statements by 
Dallas police officials. gut the reputation of the 
burisau is such that it may do the whole lob. 

cevrformr , c 'cirri : ! ( ; 
21 MAY 	1965 

RICORE BitAivC,F 



The only ocher step would be the appointment 
of a Presidential Commission of unimpeachable personnel 
to review and examine the evidence and announce its 
conclusions. This has both advantages and disadvantages. 
It think it can await publication of the FBI report 
and public meiotic& to it here and abroad. 

I think, however, that a statement that 
all the facts will be made public property in an 
orderly and responsible way should be made now. We 
need something to bead off public speculation or 
Cangrsesional hearings of the wrong sort. 

Nicholas de3. Katzenbach 
Deputy Attorney General 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
14';00W 	• 

TO 	 BAC, DALLAS 	 DATE: 11/22/63 

sort . 	 IC ROBERT G. RENFRO 

VI
-1/2 NA .1 

4e - 4 

amp= 	 ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT IENNEDY/  fi 

1-0771776. /MERRIL, Richard on, Texas, PD, telephone 
AD 5-5213, advised JIMMY  GEORGE*, 	Oti_and members of

 the 

National Btates Rigffri-loarty shmild be consider
ed possible 

suspects in the assassination of;President 
KENNEDY, due to 

their strong feeling against him.'. He reminded that ROBINSON 

is the individual who burned a cross on the
 lawn of * 

Richardson residence approximately * year 
ago. He advised 

ROBINSON, white male, age 25, rune a servic
e station located 

at Belt Line Road and Mayfield Road, Garlan
d, Texas. 

V w, - 	• 	' 
40' 	' 
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(11YrILE WILLIAMS heard assassination shots while standing en nolthweet corner of Houston and Elm Streets. Dallas, Texas, but did not see anything that aroused her suspicion and did 
not know from Where the shots came. Supplemental listing of 	• exhibits by item number and description prepared. Additional 
inw,sttgatiOn conducted concerning mark on curb on south side of Main Street near triple underpass, which it is alleged Wee possibly caused by bullet fired during assassination. No eviclence of mark or nick on curb now visible. Photographs taken of location where mark once appeared. together with 
other photographs reflecting angle of such location in re-lation to the sixth floor window of the Texas School Book Depository (TSDD) from Which assassination shots fired. Photoqraphs also taken from inside sixth floor of TSBD south-east corner window from which assassination shots fired, showing distance between floor and window sill and height Of opening in the window When window half open. Photographs -
taken of person approximate height of OSWALD showing relative 
po..ition of window ledge and window to such person. Photo- , grophs taken at Methodist Hospital of Dallas of bone specimen ell...godly from skull of President KENNEDY obtained. Ad- 

investigation conducted-with negative resv/te con- 
cerning claim by MrS. ED,IyiV&ITWORTH that she directed OSWALD family to Irving Sports Shog-irVing, Texas, in early November .  1967, Which inveetigation consisted - Of - interviews of certain. parents of female babiee born 10/20/63, in the Irving and Dallas, Texas, area to determine if they were th2 individuals Thai 	owsorliri 	role-.verve rat 00.1...11.. 	Y. 11111L n b I. D•r•••.1.1 44 tie raf swig b 	Ir mar wow a p. ..arse woe pm Y r 41114tailmla1 'OMB v.. 
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