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E
x-o

fficial id
en

tifies m
an

 in
 K

in
g

 killin
g

 
A

sso
cia

te
d
 P

re
ss 

M
E

M
P

H
IS

 —
 F

orm
er U

.S
. A

t-
torney H

ickm
an E

w
ing said he be-

lieves he know
s the identity of the 

m
ystery businessm

an w
ho alleged-

ly hired an assassin to kill the R
ev. 

M
artin L

uther K
ing Jr. 

M
em

phis law
yer L

ew
is G

arri-
son reportedly represents five peo-
p
le w

h
o
 h

av
e in

fo
rm

atio
n
 ab

o
u
t 

K
ing's m

urder, including a retired 
businessm

an w
ho claim

s he hired 
th

e g
u
n
m

an
 w

h
o
 k

illed
 th

e civ
il 

rights leader on A
pril 4, 1968. 

G
arrison has refused to identify 

the businessm
an, but E

w
ing said 

he believes it is the sam
e m

an w
ho 

asked for m
oney earlier this year 

to tell his story. 
E

w
ing said in today's editions of 

T
he C

om
m

ercial A
p

p
eal th

at h
e 

has evidence that G
arrison's m

ys-
tery client is L

loyd Jow
ers of rural 

W
est T

ennessee. 
In

 1
9
6
8
, Jo

w
ers o

w
n
ed

 Jim
's 

G
rill, w

hich w
as located below

 the 
b

o
ard

in
g

 h
o

u
se w

h
ere co

n
v

icted
 

assassin Jam
es E

arl R
ay is said to 

have fired the shot that killed K
ing 

on the balcony of the L
orraine M

o-
tel. 

E
w

ing said he m
et Jow

ers dur-
ing the film

ing of a m
ock trial of 

R
ay. E

w
ing w

as hired by produc-
ers to

 serv
e as p

ro
secu

to
r in

 th
e 

sh
o
w

, G
u
ilt o

r In
n

o
cen

ce: T
h

e 
T

ria
l o

f Ja
m

es E
arl. R

ay, w
hich 

aired on H
om

e B
ox O

ffice in A
pril. 

E
w

ing said his investigator, for-
m

er F
B

I agent C
harlie B

urns, m
et 

w
ith Jow

ers D
ec. 17, 1992, at G

ar-
rison's office in dow

ntow
n M

em
-

phis. A
 m

a no by B
urns said Jow

-
ers claim

ed to have "a lot of infor-
m

atio
n
 th

at m
ig

h
t p

u
t a d

ifferen
t 

slant on the case," but Jow
ers said 

he w
ould need m

ore m
oney than 

the $40 a day the show
 w

as paying, 
E

w
in

g
 sail 

A
 w

o
m

an
 w

h
o
 an

sw
ered

 th
e 

telephone at Jow
ers' house S

unday  

an
d
 id

en
tified

 h
erself as h

is w
ife 

said he w
as not at hom

e. 
G

arrison has asked that the in-
vestigation into K

ing's assassina-
tion be reopened, but D

istrict A
t-

torney G
eneral John P

ierotti said 
his allegations are "a sham

 and a 
fraud • upon the public." 

P
ierotti said the businessm

an is 
seek

in
g

 im
m

u
n

ity
 fro

m
 p

ro
secu

-
tio

n
 in

 retu
rn

 fo
r th

e g
u
n
m

an
's 

nam
e. 

R
ay pleaded guilty to the shoot-

in
g

 an
d

 is serv
in

g
 a 9

9
-y

ear sen
-

tence. H
e later recanted his confes-

sio
n

 an
d

 h
as b

een
 seek

in
g

 a trial 
ever since. 

T
he 

O
b
serv

er n
ew

sp
ap

er in
 

L
ondon reported S

unday that G
ar-

riso
n

 said
 th

e retired
 M

em
p

h
is 

K
ing 	

R
ay 

m
illionaire businessm

an w
as paid 

$
1
0
0
,0

0
0
 fo

r arran
g
in

g
 to

 h
av

e 
K

in
g

 m
u

rd
ered

, an
d

 th
e sh

o
o

ter 
w

as paid ;10,000. 

T
he other four "w

itnesses" are 
described as three of the business-
m

an
's fem

ale em
p

lo
y

ees an
d

 a 
m

ale ex-convict hired later to take 
care o

f p
eo

p
le "w

h
o

 k
n

ew
 to

o
 

m
uch." 

"W
ithout a doubt there has been 

a m
ajo

r m
iscarriag

e o
f ju

stice," 
T

he O
bserver quoted G

arrison as 
saying. "I w

ould love now
 for the 

truth to com
e out but w

ithout im
-

m
unity w

e m
ay still be a very long 

w
ay from

 justice." 

'W
ithout a doubt there has been a m

ajor 
m

iscarriage of justice. I w
ould love now

 for the 
truth to com

e out but w
ithout im

m
unity w

e m
ay 

still be a very long w
ay from

 justice.' 
—

 L
ondon O

bserver 
Q

uoting G
arrison in K

ing slaying story 


