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F
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ecem
ber 17, 1993 

 

 

Prosecutor to hear w
itnesses in K

ing case 
R

E
U

T
E

R
S

 

M
E

M
P

H
IS

, T
enn. —

 A
 T

ennessee 
p
ro

secu
to

r said
 y

esterd
ay

 th
at h

is 
o
ffice w

o
u
ld

 in
terv

iew
 w

itn
esses 

w
h
o
 alleg

e th
ey

 can
 p

ro
v
e Jam

es 
E

arl R
ay

 w
as n

o
t b

eh
in

d
 th

e 1
9
6
8
 

slaying of the R
ev. D

r. M
artin L

uther 
K

in
g

 Jr. 
B

u
t D

istrict A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral 
Jo

h
n

 P
iero

tti, w
h

o
 u

p
 to

 n
o

w
 h

as 
called the case "a sham

 and a fraud," 
said he w

ould not grant im
m

unity to 
anyone claim

ing to have been part of 
a co

n
sp

iracy
 to

 m
u

rd
er D

r. K
in

g
. 

"If. so
m

eo
n
e actu

ally
 is g

u
ilty

 o
f 

capital m
urder and I give him

 im
m

u- 

nity just to clear the books on this, I 
o

u
g

h
t to

 b
e ru

n
 o

u
t o

f to
w

n
," th

e 
prosecutor said. 

P
ierotti's rem

arks cam
e as A

B
C

-T
V

 
p
rep

ared
 to

 air an
 in

terv
iew

 w
ith

 
M

em
phis businessm

an L
loyd Jow

ers, 
w

h
o

 say
s h

e p
lay

ed
 a ro

le in
 a co

n
-

spiracy to assassinate D
r. K

ing. 
A

B
C

 released a statem
ent that said 

Jow
ers, w

ho ow
ned a restaurant be-

lo
w

 th
e b

o
ard

in
g
 h

o
u
se w

h
ere R

ay
 

w
as staying at the tim

e of the assassi-
nation, w

ould tell A
B

C
's P

rim
e T

im
e 

L
ive program

 last night that he hired 
som

eone other than R
ay to carry out 

th
e k

illin
g
. 

D
r. K

ing w
as shot and killed A

pril 
4, 1968; as he stood on the balcony of 
the L

orraine H
otel. 

R
ay, w

ho has m
aintained his inno-

cence, is serving a 99-year sentence. 
O

n T
uesday, a S

helby C
ounty grand 

ju
ry

 refu
sed

 to
 g

ran
t a h

earin
g

 to
 a 

private M
em

phis attorney w
ho w

ants 
to subpoena five w

itnesses w
hose tes-

tim
ony he contends w

ould exonerate 
R

ay. 
L

aw
yer W

ayne C
hastain, acting on 

th
e in

stru
ctio

n
s o

f R
ay

's atto
rn

ey
, 

B
ill P

ep
p
er, ap

p
lied

 fo
r a h

earin
g
 

before a grand jury In T
ennessee in 

w
hich he w

ould nam
e a retired U

.S
. 

b
u
sin

essm
an

 w
h
o
 claim

s to
 h

av
e 

hired the m
an w

ho killed D
r. K

ing. 
K

in
g
 fam

ily
 m

em
b
ers h

av
e d

e-
clined to com

m
ent on the case. B

ut 
the R

ev. Jesse Jackson, w
ho w

as w
ith 

D
r. K

ing at the tim
e of the shooting, 

said S
unday that he had alw

ays sus-
pected a conspiracy. 

T
h

e latest ep
iso

d
e cam

e to
 lig

h
t 

o
v
er th

e w
eek

en
d
, w

h
en

 a L
o
n
d
o
n
 

n
ew

sp
ap

er, th
e O

b
serv

er, rep
o

rted
 

th
at a M

em
p

h
is b

u
sin

essm
an

 co
n

-
fessed to arranging D

r. K
ing's m

ur-
der in exchange for a $100,000 pay-
m

ent from
 tw

o other m
en, including 

one w
ith alleged links to the M

afia. 


