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N
ew

 report asserts plot to kill D
r. K

ing 
A

 B
ritish paper said a businessm

an confessed. A
 U

.S. 
district attorney general called the story a "sham

." 

R
E

U
T

E
R

S 

L
O

N
D

O
N

 A
 retired

 U
.S. business-

m
an

 h
as con

fessed
 to h

irin
g th

e as-
sassin

 of civil righ
ts lead

er th
e R

ev. 
D

r. M
artin L

uther K
ing Jr. and has 

applied for im
m

unity from
 prosecu-

tion
 in

 retu
rn

 for n
am

in
g th

e gu
n

-
m

an
, a B

ritish
 n

ew
sp

ap
er rep

orted
 

yesterday. 
T

h
e p

ap
er, th

e O
b

server, said
 th

e 
m

an
's testim

on
y an

d
 th

at of fou
r 

oth
er w

itn
esses, also seek

in
g im

-
m

u
n

ity, w
ou

ld
 ap

p
aren

tly exon
er- 

ate Jam
es E

arl R
ay, w

h
o is servin

g 
a 99-year sen

ten
ce fo

r th
e assassi-

n
ation

. R
ay h

as m
ain

tain
ed

 h
e is 

in
n

ocen
t. 

It said W
ayne C

hastain, an attorney 
actin

g on
 th

e in
stru

ction
s of R

ay's 
law

yer, B
ill P

epper, has applied for a 
hearing before a grand jury in T

en-
n

essee in
 w

h
ich

 h
e w

ill n
am

e th
e 

b
u

sin
essm

an
 an

d
 fou

r oth
er w

it-
nesses. 

D
istrict A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral Joh

n
 

P
ierotti told the A

ssociated P
ress yes- 

terday, how
ever, that he has refused 

the request of M
em

phis law
yer L

ew
is 

G
arrison

, w
h

o is rep
orted

ly rep
re-

senting the five w
itnesses, to reopen

 
the investigation into D

r. K
ing's 1968 

assassination. "I believe it is a sham
 

an
d

 a frau
d

 u
p

on
 th

e p
u

b
lic, P

ier-
otti told

 th
e C

om
m

ercial A
p

p
eal in

 
M

em
phis on Saturday. 

F
orm

er U
.S. A

ttorney 
H

ick
m

an
 E

w
in

g also 
dism

issed G
arrison's al-

leg
a
tio

n
, su

g
g
estin

g
 

th
at m

on
ey m

igh
t b

e 
the m

otivation. 
B

u
t G

a
rriso

n
 d

e-
fended his story yester-

_ d
ay, sayin

g th
at tru

th
 

	 h
a
d

 m
a
d

e h
is clien

ts 
com

e forw
ard

. "
if th

e 
:p

u
b

lic w
an

ts to h
ear 

'from
 th

em
 an

d
 k

n
ow

 w
h

at really 
happened that day —

 great," G
arri-

son
 said

. "
If n

ot, I'll close m
y file."

 
C

hastain, m
eanw

hile, is asking for 
th

e five w
itn

esses to b
e su

b
p

oen
aed

 
to give evidence in return for im

m
u-

n
ity. T

h
e O

b
server said

 th
ey cam

e 
forw

ard reluctantly after being con-
i.rinced that a 16-year investigation 
by R

ay's attorney, P
epper, w

as clos-
in

g in
 on

 th
em

. 
D

r. K
ing w

as killed on the balcony  

of a M
em

phis m
otel on A

pril 4, 1968, 
and R

ay, w
ho w

as living opposite the 
h

otel, w
as jailed

 in
 1969. 

T
h

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
 sa

id
 h

e a
cted

 
alon

e. B
u

t th
e O

b
server says th

e 
evid

en
ce of th

e five tw
o m

en
 an

d
 

three w
om

en —
 w

ill allegedly show
 

th
e k

iller w
as n

ot R
ay 

an
d

 th
at th

e sh
ot th

at 

es w
an

t 
k

illed
 D

r. K
in

g cam
e 

fro
m

 a
n

 a
rea

 fa
cin

g
 

th
e
 h

o
te

l a
n

d
 n

o
t 

ty, th
e 	

R
ay's room

. 
p

er 	
T

he paper said the ev- 
id

en
ce also w

ill sh
ow

 
e D

.A
. 	

th
at th

e b
u

sin
essm

an
 

open 	
w

ho hired the killer re- 
triev

ed
 th

e m
u

rd
er 

w
eapon after the shoot-

in
g

 a
n

d
 w

a
s a

ssu
red

 
th

at a d
ecoy, p

resu
m

ab
ly R

ay, h
ad

 
b

een
 selected

 to tak
e th

e b
lam

e. 
A

ccord
in

g to th
e b

u
sin

essm
an

, 
w

h
o is w

h
ite, th

e gu
n

m
an

' w
as a 

lo
ca

l m
a

n
 w

ith
 a

 rep
u

ta
tio

n
 fo

r 
b

ein
g a m

ark
sm

an
 an

d
 received

 
$10,000. It is not know

n w
hether he 

is still a
liv

e. 
T

h
e b

u
sin

essm
an

 w
en

t on
 to b

e-
com

e a m
u

ltim
illion

aire, b
u

ild
in

g 
h

is em
p

ire on
 th

e $100,000 h
e w

as 
paid for organizing D

r. K
ing's asses-

, sin
ation

, accord
in

g to th
e n

ew
sp

a-
per. 

H
e said he w

as hired by tw
o m

en, a 
local entrepreneur w

ith M
afia links 

and another m
an. 

O
f th

e oth
er w

itn
esses, tw

o are 
b

lack
 w

om
en

 w
h

o w
ork

ed
 for h

im
 

an
d

 on
e is a b

lack
 w

om
an

 w
h

o w
as 

h
is lover. T

h
e oth

er w
itn

ess w
as a 

black m
an w

ho w
as approached later 

b
y th

e b
u

sin
essm

an
 to tak

e care of 
p

eop
le w

h
o k

n
ew

 too m
u

ch
. 

T
h

e b
u

sin
essm

an
's lover ap

p
ar-

ently saw
 him

 breathlessly 
h

is p
rem

ises h
old

in
g th

e rifle after 
th

e sh
ootin

g, th
e p

ap
er said

. 

T
h

e five 
w

itn
ess 

im
m

u
n

i 
new

spa 
said

. T
h

 
w

o
n

't re 
th

e case 


