
M
artin L

uther 
K

ing's assassin 
_ Triie com

p-it:Sloe aw
nectrk bin&

 
ressooesr ibtX

nensine. H
e w

erit 
m

in
 b

r era
ia

tttm
ilro

n
a

ite, 
h

s9ain
g h

is 
	

e
n

 th
e
 

S1011,000 rew
aid fon;  oiginiising 

K
in

's assain
iazion

. H
e claim

s 
he w

as contracted by tw
o ram

a 
ones  now

 dead, aprecm
in' in

t local 
'entrepreneur associated w

ith 
N

ew
 O

m
leans, and another stiff 

liv
in

g
 in

. T
en

n
essee. 'N

ew
 

O
rleans' can be read as a syn-

onym
 forthe 

T
w

o of th
e other four now

 
seeking ininiungr•vue 

black 
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M
em

phis businessm
an adm

its to hiring 

A
n

drew
 B

a
se 

A
 R

E
T

IR
E

D
 A

m
erican blithers-

m
an has confessed to hiring the 

season ci civil rights leader M
ar-

tin L
uther w

ing. T
hebusbaess-

m
an, from

 M
em

phis; T
ennessv., 

has srppbedfor ion:311)3:aq/ from
 

piosecodon in m
ann fcr naim

in 
th

e m
an

 an
d

 oth
ers b

eh
in

d
 

the W
ring. 25 _Y

ears ago. 
H

n im
stim

orly and thrt of fzcr 
all w

itres 
also seeking it o- 

m
unity apparently e=ancrates 

Jam
s E

arl R
ey, w

ho is scrim' g a 
99-year sentence for die=

int 
 e

. 
R

ay has Icm
g fought to prove his 

innocence A
lthough there has 

been m
uch nrcianirooarizi evi-

dence pointing to a conspiracy, 
this is the first -fine a principal 
participant hascodesaed. 

ICrag w
e

killed on 'the balcony 
of the L

orraine M
otil in M

em
-

phis on 4 A
pril 1968, R

ay, W
ho 

w
as on the run from

 jiul and bad 
rim

m
ed a room

 in a boarding 
h

om
e op

p
osim

 th
e m

otel, ices 
jailed after a tw

o-end-a-tudf haler  

la
e
a
r
in

g
io

 M
O

.T
h

e
m

e
  

ch
iaied

 b
e acted

 alon
e —

 th
e 

'Ictiew
lzacist' exp

lan
ation

. 
'T

he evidence -or the E
ve 'con-

spits:tars' —
 tw

o m
en and ti=te 

w
ectra--L

daiatt 
• 

T
he E

dic-w
al oot R

ay; 
■

 T
h

e sh
ot.. d

ist IS
ed

 
W

teg-
cland irointbettn* w

et le
g

 
the L

orraine, not from
 'R

riry7s 
'rationing hoose,'as 'B

erri brIbt.  
provecution in 19691 
• 

T
he than w

ho hired the killer 
w

as p
aid

 in
 N

iolu
n

ro of tem
 

bills' and retrieved the m
=

der 
w

ezpoa alter tire shooting 
1111 T

h
e h

i=
 w

as assured that a 
cc:14=3y' frrrenunably 1tay) 

h
ad

 
b

e arean
geci w

h
o w

ou
ld

 tak
e 

the flam
e loathe killing 

A
ccorclin ' gto the businessm

an, 
orhois w

hite, the gunntsp w
it 

Inca: M
um

 sir. a repirranon as a 
six

 H
e
 xeceisiid 

W
O

O
. 7r iia 

-66t lioow
nlE

be-is sal ave. • 
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T
H

E
 O

B
SE

R
V

E
R

 
.,. 

S
tartlifik

i ev
Id

ette h
as 

em
erg

ed
 o

n
 w

h
o

 
- 	

really
 m

u
rd

ered
 

M
artin L

uther K
ing, 

w
rites A

n
d
re

w
 D

illo
n
. 

A
• 	

T
 o

n
e m

in
u
te p

ast 
six on 4 A

pril 1068, 
D

e M
artin 

L
u
th

er 
K

in
g
 w

alk
ed

 o
n
 to

 
th

e b
alco

n
y
 o

f th
t 

L
o
rrain

e M
o
tel in

 M
em

p
h
is, 

T
en

n
essee, an

d
 sm

elt th
e ev

e-
n
in

g
 a

ir fo
t th

e
 la

st lim
e
. A

 
A

ccund !atilt, a high:velocity 
b

u
llet stru

ck
 h

is jaw
, sev

ered
 

h
is sp

in
e a

n
d

 m
a

d
e a

 h
o

le b
ig

 
en

o
u
g
h
, said

 a civ
il rig

h
ts co

l-
league, for a flat. H

e w
as 39. 

It w
as alm

o
st a y

ear b
efo

re 
the U

nited S
tates could believe 

K
in

g
's k

iller h
ad

 b
een

 fo
u
n
d
 

m
o
d

 jailed
. A

 M
em

p
h

is co
u

rt 
heard the follow

ing M
arch that 

the 
1199449ill 

w
as a so

u
th

ern
 

low
life called Jam

es 13arl Ray, 
4

0
, a habitual crim

inal w
ho bad 

been on the run from
 Jail at the 

rim
e of the killing. 

T
h
e
 m

o
tiv

e
 a

lle
g
e
d

 w
e
re

 
sim

p
le: R

ap
 w

as a racist, w
h
o
 

w
a

s p
la

n
n

in
g

 to
 e

m
ir

a
te

 
to 

racially
 seg

reg
ated

 R
h

o
d

esia. 
H

e pleaded guilty and w
as sen-

ten
ced

 tO
 49 years in jail. 

E
v

en
 in

 1
%

9
, 8

8
 p

er cen
t o

f 
A

m
ericans w

ere not convinced 
K

ing w
as killed by an assassin 

w
o
rk

in
g
 a

lo
n
e
. N

in
e
 ra

n
 

la
ter, th

e D
isu

se S
elect co

m
-

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 con- 

rw
rrr, 	

a
.7

 w
o

rru
• 	

"
m
i

t au
 n

a esood
all 1

 m
o
o
t d

m
o
o
n

y
 u

l im
o
m

p
m

a
, P

a
rtn

ia
ssa

iv
v
n

a
tin

esein
 try

 L
eo

n
o

ra m
o

o
d

. 



•1;;; 
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- 
O

il''
4

4
k

lig
fffg

 
ju

n
.. la

d
 R

IO
 H

S
I $(.0,1111,11.16  W

ier/ hso F
am

pcsna0. 

• 

elu
d

ed
 R

ay h
ad

 b
een

 h
ired

 b
y 

'con
sp

irators u
n

k
n

ow
n

', 
E

vid
en

ce h
as n

ow
 com

e b
e-

fo
re a

 G
ra

n
d

 J
u

ry
 in

 S
h

elb
y

 
C

ou
n

ty, T
en

n
essee, su

ggestin
g 

th
e tom

in
ittee w

as both right 
an

d
 'w

ron
g; g con

sp
iracy, yea, 

b
u

t on
e th

at In
volved

 R
ay on

ly 
in the role of porn. 

W
h

at d
istin

gu
ish

es th
e n

ew
 

in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 fro
m

 th
e sev

i-
&

nee' w
hich regularly em

erges 
hum

 A
rn.etica's conspiracy ins-

ch
in

e is th
at it con

tain
s con

fes-
sion

s, N
o on

; after all, h
as ever 

adm
itted arranging the m

urder 
of-loin

 F
. K

en
n

ed
y, la M

em
-

p
h

is, h
o
w

ev
er, a

 su
ccessfu

l 
businessm

an has signed an affi-
davit, videotaped in front of his 
law

yer, in
 w

h
ich

 h
e ad

m
its h

ir-
in

g th
e gu

n
m

an
, stan

d
in

g n
ear 

h
im

 w
h

at h
e fired

 an
d

 d
isp

os-
ing of the gun. 

T
h

ree o
th

er w
itn

esses sa
y

 
th

ey .w
ere close b

y w
h

en
 th

e 
sh

o
t w

a
s fu

ed
. A

 fo
u

rth
 w

a
s 

h
ired

 to 'raise care' of p
eop

le 
-w

h
o 'k

n
ew

 too m
u

ch
'. 

T
h

e official version
 of K

in
g's 

k
illin

g
 h

a
s R

a
y

 a
rriv

in
g

 in
 

M
em

p
h

is th
e n

igh
t b

efore th
e 

sh
ootin

g am
ted

 w
ith

 a rifle h
e 

h
a
d

 b
o
u

g
h

t in
 B

irm
in

g
h

a
m

, 
a txim

4111 nik 111 kintob 
R

ead
in

g in
 th

e lo
ca

l p
a
p

er 
th

at K
in

g w
as stayin

g at th
e 

1.nrraine, he rented a room
 in a 

b
oard

in
g h

ou
se op

p
osite th

e 
m

otel on
 th

e d
ay of th

e sh
oot- 

in
g. H

e sh
ot K

in
g from

 a b
on

i-
to

=
 w

in
d

o
w

, fled
 en

d
, in

 h
is 

p
an

ic, d
rop

p
ed

 h
is b

elon
gin

gs, 
including the rifle. 

T
h

e p
rosecu

tip
n

's on
ly eye-

w
itn

ess w
as oitrile S

tep
h

en
s, 

th
e ten

an
t stayin

g n
ext d

oor to 
R

ay, w
h

o claim
ed

 h
e h

eard
 th

e 
shot, and saw

 R
ay atm

 at th
e 

en
d

 of th
e corrid

or an
d

 d
isap

-
p

ea
r d

o
w

n
 th

e stairs. A
 ta

x
i 

d
river h

as sin
ce testified

 th
at Stephens 

w
as so

 d
ru

n
k
 

that 
afternoon that, w

hen he arrived 
to p

ick
 h

im
 u

p
 sh

ortly b
efore 

th
e sh

ootin
g, S

tep
h

en
s .h

e w
as 

too fur gone to get off his bed. 
Jam

es H
ad

 R
ay

 is p
o
w

 6
5
 

and has spent nearly 25 years in 
Jail. H

e h
as lo

n
g

 m
sdntained 

th
at th

e on
ly reason

 h
e w

as in
 

M
em

p
h

is w
as to buy R large-

b
o

re d
eer-h

u
n

tin
g

 rifle fo
r 

a 
roan

 h
e knew

 as 'R
aoul', w

ho 
w

as to m
eet h

im
 th

ere. T
h
ey

 
had m

et in M
ontreal the previ-

ous sum
m

er and R
ay h

ad
 ac-

cep
ted

 m
o
n

ey
 fro

m
 h

im
 in

-
retu

rn
 for sm

u
gglin

g oq
u

ss th
e 

U
S

-C
an

ad
ian

 border. 
B

y M
arch, says R

ay, R
aoul 

w
a

s in
terested

 in
 sm

u
g

g
lin

g
 

gu
n

s in
to M

exico,. Ile asked 
R

ay to bring a sam
p

le to M
em

-
phis, w

here R
aoul w

as to m
eet 

b
u

yers. H
e 

h
an

d
ed

 o
v

er th
e 

gun on 1 A
pril and they m

et the 
next day at R

ay's lodgings. R
ay 

le
ft R

a
o

u
l th

e
m

 a
t a

b
o

u
t 

5.15prn. W
hets R

ay 
returned 

sh
ortly afterw

ard
s th

e p
lace 

w
as aw

aoh w
ith police. H

e fled, 
T

h
e eviden

ce of th
e five n

ew
 

w
itn

esses su
p

p
u

rts R
ay's ver-

sion
 in

 th
e sen

se th
at It leaves 

him
 Q

ip 	
o

n
ly

 iiin
triter 

to
 a

 d
eco

y
 to

 lea
n

 m
e M

tn
-

hunt in the w
rong direction. it 

also corn- b
o
n

n
et, fo

r th
e first 

tune, the oribteucc of R
aoul. 

T
h

e five are seek
in

g im
m

u
-

nity from
 prosecution and cart-

nos be nam
ed. B

ut by talking to 
their law

yer, and the investiga- 
tor an

d
 law

yer w
ork

in
g for D

r 
W

illiam
 P

ep
p

er, the L
ondon- 

b
ased

 b
arrister an

d
 U

S
 attar- 

n
e y rep

resen
tin

g R
ay, w

e h
ave 

sk
etch

y
 
p
o
rtra

its. In
 th

e
 

request fat im
m

unity now
 W

ith 
the D

istrict A
ttorney-G

cnentl 
in

 M
e
m

p
h
is, th

e
 

fiv
e a

re 
referred to as coloura.. 

T
he first, W

itness G
refers,the-

principal in the story, is w
hite, 

a sem
i-retired m

illionatql 
ou

tm
le.M

m
 	

• ..In
 19tsilyb

 
o
w

n
e
d
 c

o
 e

rc
t 

m
a
d

 
near the L

a 	
e 

co
n
tacts w

ith
 th

e M
em

p
h
is 

police and w
as thought ok have 

lin
k

s w
ith

 	
iM

e-Si 
B

row
n is black and 	

;P
itge 

G
reen

's lo
v

er. A
t th

e tialt 
th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
, sh

e w
p
r 	

for 
h
im

, as d
id

 W
itn

et 	
•B

leuls' an
d

 G
rey, alto b

lock
 w

om
en

, 
T

h
e last is W

itn
ess W

h
ite. H

e 
Is b

li,ack68,ile already  
a
eo

n
 evi;t
ad

y li 
ed

ati
m

u
ra cep

 
In 	

dcretirl 
visional a illW

an, 
tudi w

as traced in a 16-year 
hunt led by D

r P
epper. A

 key 
investigator 

is K
en

n
eth

 H
er-

m
an

, 56, a sou
th

ern
er w

ith a 
liltin

g for alligator-ak
in

 b
oom

 
M

I .r
at.. t.. 	

q C
p4over lint 

w
eek

. T
h

e story of d
ie sh

ootin
g 

now
 em

erging is as follow
s: 

Shortly before K
ing visited 

M
em

p
h

is, tw
o local b

u
sin

ess-
m

en
 ap

p
roach

ed
 G

reen
 

and 
told hint his b

u
sin

ess w
as ide-

ally located
 for an

 attem
p

t to 
kill K

ing, H
e w

as told that indi-
v [duals in N

ew
 O

rleans w
ould 

p
ay h

im
 $100,000 to arran

ge 
th

e m
u

rd
er, (N

ew
 O

rlean
s is g 

virtual svannitgn G
t. th

. 
A

 w
eapon w

ould be ptovided. 
A

t a later m
eeting, on

e of the 
'con

tractors' w
as Join

ed
 b

y a 
H

ispanic-looking, m
an, w

ho as-
itirta G

am
 

d
ill a

 d
e
c
o

y
 

w
ou

ld
 b

e p
rovid

ed
 ttt ensure 

'there w
ould be n

o reason
 to 

suspect him
 or any of the other 

p
articip

an
ts' in

 th
e assassina-

tion, 
G

reen
, in

 a v
id

em
ap

ed
 

interview
 w

ith his law
yer, said 

lie u
n

d
erstood

 th
is m

an
 to h

e 
th

e 'overseer' of d
ie op

eration
. 

H
e w

a
s ca

lled
 	

-- o
r
 

'R
oyal? in his pronunciation. 
G

reen says he found his gun-
m

an
 la a local odd-Jobber, 

b
lack

 m
an

, ru
m

o
u

red
 to

 b
e 

ed
u

cation
ally su

b
n

orm
al b

u
t 

w
h

o w
as a crack

 sh
ot. G

reen
 

h
ired

 h
im

 for $10,000. 
O

n 4 A
pril, G

reen's gunm
an 

ltd
 in

 ta
ll sh

ru
b

s fa
cin

g
 th

e 
L

orrain
e, G

reen
 w

as n
earb

y. 
Ju

st after fip
tii, B

row
n

, B
lack

 
an

d
 G

rey, at w
ork in

 G
reen

's 
prerniat-s, heard the shot. Soon 
afterw

ard
s, D

row
n

 saw
 G

reen
 

rush into the building carrying 
th

e
 r

ifle
, w

h
ic

h
 h

e
 d

isa
s-

sem
b

led
 a

n
d

 w
ra

p
p

ed
 u

p
. 

L
ater th

at d
ay

 h
e b

o
asted

 to
 

M
eek

 th
at h

e h
ad

 'fou
n

d
' th

e 
gu

n
 th

at h
ad

 k
illed

 K
ing, but 

w
ould hand it to the police. 
S

oon
 aftcrivatd

s, G
reen

 b
e-

cam
e 11C

00114 of w
h

it h
e h

ad
 

told
 h

is staff an
d

 w
h

at D
row

n
 

had seen, H
e sought out W

h
it; 

w
ho, In his tints; hint b

een
 con

-
victed

 of fou
r k

illin
gs, In

 h
is  

affidavit, W
hite says he w

as 'o
f-

fered an am
ount to 'm

ake cer. 
tutu th

at certain
 p

erson
a w

ere 
not grotuid to tea 

l'fO
th

in
g, it 	

in
s,. cam

e of 	' 
th

is u
n
til 1

9
8
3
 

w
h

en
 G

reen
 

ask
ed

 W
h

ite to k
ilt h

is form
er 

w
aste occam

 overs. 

lover. S
h

ots 	
fired

 b
u

t 
B

ro
w

n
 escap

ed
, ter_

 
141M

1  

T
h

e fiv
e 

w
e t 

 fo
r
 u

n
i, ty

 	
1 evils 

 a
d

v
ised

 to
 

M
 

G
arrison, G

reen
' 

law
yer. G

ar- 
rison —

 w
ho is 	

relation to 
Jim

 G
arrison, M

e relation 
 O

ilcans 
D

istrict A
ttroney 

in
volved

 in
 

th
e in

vestigation
 to th

e K
en-

n
ed

y
 aseassin

atio
 -- ap

p
lied

 
for im

m
u

n
ity to J h

n
 P

ierotti, 
th

e D
istrict A

ttor ey-G
erterisi, 

M
ju

n
e. A

 su
m

m
a 

.of th
e in

-
form

ation
 th

e five w
ou

ld
 give 

w
a

r
 d

e
liv

e
r
e
d

 o
 2

2
 

June, 
P

ietta
ti sa

y
s h

e ill n
o
t a

ct 
u

n
til th

e
 U

S
 g

 
v

ern
m

en
t 

grants im
m

unity. 
P

ep
p

er, actin
g

 \ in
d
ep

en
-

dently of G
arrison., is now

 at-
tem

p
tin

g to get th
e M

em
p

h
is 

G
ra

n
d

 J
u

ry
 to

 su
b

 o
en

i 
th

e 
w

itnesses. T
h

e G
 d

 J
u

ry
 ca

n
 

also issue im
tnunitie 

L
ast • w

eek
, G

ar 
11 

co
n

-
firm

ed
 h

e w
o
u

ld
 u

p
 fo

r fed
-

eral Im
m

u
n

ity for i s clien
ts: 

'W
ith

o
u

t a
 d

o
u

b
t h

ere h
a
s 

b.  co
n

 a
 m

a
jo

r m
ise tria

g
e o

f 
ju

stice, I w
ou

ld
 lov n

ow
 for ! 

th
e tru

th
 to com

e ou
t u

t 	
• 

out im
m

unity w
e m

a still b
e a 

very lon
g w

ay from
 lak

e.' 
L

ik
e m

an
y A

m
erican

s, P
ep

-
p

er b
eliev

es th
e tra

il lea
d

s to
 

F
B

I d
irector J. E

d
gar H

oover 
a

n
d

 h
is b

u
sin

ess a
n

d
 in

telli-
g

en
ce a

sscrcia
rm

 If lit frees 
R

ay, h
is n

ext, larger task
, w

ill 
to b

e to n
am

e th
ose b

e b
elieves 

co=
p

ireel in
 b

u
ck

 room
s, gciv - 

err.r.i tilt a
h

em
 a

n
d

 b
o
a
rd

-. 
room

s far from
 M

u
u

p
h

is. 


