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StartllfY eviderite has
emarged onwho
really murderad

Martin Luther King,
wriles Andraw Billon,

T one minute past
six on 4 Apnil 1968,
Dr Martin Luther
King walked on to
the halcony of the
Lorraine Motel in Memphis,
Tennessee, and smelt the eve-
ning #le for the last Hime. A
secand lator, a high~velocity
bullet struck his jaw, severed
his tpine and made s hole big
enough, said a ¢ivil rights col-
league, for a flst, He was 39,

It way almost a year before
the United States could believe
King’s killer had been found
and jailed, A Memphis court
licard the following March that
the aggaggin wag & southem
lowlife ealled Tames Barl Ray,
40, a habitual criminal who had
been on the run from jall at the
time of the killing.

The motive alleged was
simple; Ray was a mcist, who
was planmng to emigrate o
racially scgregated Rhodesia.
He pleaded gullty and was sen=
tenced 1o 99 years in jall.

Even in 1069, 88 per cent of
Americans were ot convinged
King was killed by an as9as3in
working alone, Nine years
later, the Howse Select Com-
mittea on Assassinations con-
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Mt Luther Kingt Kiles! In 1988 by a shvalé bigh-velobity Bliet as ba stood on s a_.:._ Bnloory n Memphls, Tennesses./Photogranh by Leonard Freed



» cluded Ray had been hired by
‘conspitators unknown’,

Fvidence has now come be-
fore a Grand Jury in Shelby
County, Tennesses) suggesting
the committes was both tight
und ‘wrongt 4 conspiracy, yes,
but on¢ that involved Ray only
in the role of patsy,

What distingulshes the new
informaton wua the ‘evi-
dence’ which regulatly smerges
from Ametica’s conspiracy ma»
chine is that it containg confes-
siona. No one, ofter all, has ever
admined arranging the musrder
of-John F. ﬂﬁ,n.....m . In Mem-
phis, however, a successful
businessman has signed an affi-
davit, videotaped in front of his
lawyer, in which he admits hir-
ing the gunman, slanding near
him when he fired and dispos-
ing of the gan.

Three other witnesses say
they were ¢lose by when the
shot was fired, A fourth wns
hired to ‘fuke care’ of peoplo

“wiho ‘knew too much’,

The official version of King’s
Lilling. has Ray arriving in
Memphis the night before the
shooting armed with a rifle he
had bought in Birmingham,
Alakamen nes 10 Mnpoh

Reading in the local paper
that King was staying at the
Lormaine, he tented roomin a
boarding house oppasite the
motel an the day of the shoot-
ing. He shot King from a bath-
room window, fled snd, in his
panic, dropped his belongings,
including the rfle,

The prosccution’s oaly eye-
witness was Chatlle Stephens,
the tenant staying next doar o
Ray, who &laimed he heprd the
shiot, and saw Ray tum at the
end of the corridor and disap-
pear down the stgirs. A taxl
Jelver has since teatified that

Stephend was 80 drink that
afternoon that, when he armiyed
to pick him up shérty before
the shooting, Stepheni he wis
too fur gonie to get off his bed.
James Harl Ray It now 65
and has spent nearly 23 years in
jail. He has long masintained
that the only reasoh he was in
Merphis was tp buy & large-
bore deer-hunting rifle for a
man he knew g ‘Raoul’, who,
wis to meet him there. They

had met in Moritreal the previ-

ous summér shd Ray had sc-
cepted money from him i
return for smuggling poross the
US-Canadian border.

By March, says Ray, Raoul
wat interested In smuggling
guns into Mexico,. He asked
Ray to bring a sample to Memi-
phts, where Reoul was to ppegt
buyers, He handed over the
gun on 3 April snd they met the
next day at Ray's lodgiogs. Ray
left Raoul -theré at about
5.15pm., When Ray retumed
shortly afterwards the place
wid awash with police, He fled,

The evidence of the five new
witnesses supportd Ray's ver-
sion in the -n:.nﬁnsn t _Ssﬂ
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hunt i the wrong direction. Tt
also cotroborates, for the first
time, the existence of Raoul,

The five are seeking immu-
nity from prosecution and cane
nat be famed, But by talking to
their lawyer, and the investiga-
tor and lawyer working for Dr
William Pepper, the London-
based barrister and US aftors
ney ropresenting Ray, we have

sketchy portraira. In the ¢
request for immunity now with
the Distrdet Attorncy-General |

in Memphis, the five are
referred to as coloury, -

The first, Witrieay
principal in the sto|

Groes tlie- and Grey, slio black women,
ry, is white, The last Is Wilness White, He
- I black, s convicted murderer,
+ In 1968 he alresd
ed- tation a1 a hlupon
Ench was traced in a 16
hung led by Dr
Ave Tuvestlgator Is Kenncth Her-
ne a southerner with n
ige liking for alligator-skin boots,
e Spaarver 19t
for week. The atory of the shooting
Blaak' now emcrging is as follows:
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a semi-retired milllonairg s

ie. He hifd'elbse
contaci with the Memphia

olice and was tho ot A by

links with criminals,
Brown Is black and

Shortly before Kiog visited
Memphis, two local business-
men approached Green and
tald him his busloess was ide-
ally located for an ﬂ.ﬁuﬂ n_,.a

Kll King, He was told that

viduals in New Orleans would
pay him §100,000 to atrange
the murder, (New Qrleans {g g

virtual svnangm fis the L. fu)
.w_ Gn_ﬂvns would be provided.
Ata later meeting, an¢ of the
‘contraciors’ was Joined by a
Hispanic-looking man, wha as-
gured Green that a decoy

would be provided 1o cnsure

‘there would be.no reason 1o
suspect him or any of the other
participants’ in the assassina-
tion;- Green, in # videotaped

- interview with his lawyer, said

he understood this man to be
the ‘overseer’ of tho operation,

He was called ‘Raoul’ — or

‘Royull’ in his pronunéiation.
Green says he found hls gun-
fnan lu & local odd-jobber, o
black man, rumoured to be
educationally subhormal but

who was 8 crack shot, Green

hired him for §10,000,

On 4 Aptll, Gteen's gunman
hid in wll shrubs facing the
Lorraine, Green was neachy,

" Just after 6pm, Brown, Bluck

and Grey, at work in &aﬁ......-
promises, heard the shot. Seon
amnswui. Brown saw Green
rush into the building carrying
the rifle, which he disas-
scmbled and wivpped up,

- Later that duy he bonsted o

Ewnrsuﬁﬂmn _u_-m ‘found’ the
g thpt killed King, but
would hand it to the police,
Soon afterwards, Green be-
camé pervous of what he had
told his g1aff and whar Browr
had scen, He sought out White,
who, in his tibe, has been con-
victed of four killings, In hix

-affiduvit, White says he was ‘of-
fered an amouns to ‘make cer
taln that certain persons were
not ground o wspify’, -

Nothing; it sepms; came of |
this until 1983 when Green
asked White 1o kill his former
lover, Shots were fired but
Brown escaped, Larer. Rronm
st while DECaAmE 10vers.

The five werd advised .to
apply for immunity by Lewls
aurrison, Green's lawyer. Gar-
nigon — who is np relation 1o
Jim Garrison, the New Orleuns
District Attroney | involved in
the investigation idto the Ken-
nedy assassination ~— applied
for immunity to John Picrott,
the District Attorney-General,
in June, A sumn ‘of the in-
formation the fivelwould give
wey delivered. om 22 June,
Pierotti says he will not act
until the TS gdvernment

grants lmnunity,
Pepper, acting| Indopen-
dently of Garrson,|is now at-

tempting to get the Memphis
Grand Jury to sub unbr.unrn.
witnesses, The Grand Jury can
also issue immunitied, _
Last. week, Gi n con-
firmed he would apply for fod-
ecal immunlty for his clieas:
‘Without a doubt there hag
beyn 0 major miscyrriage of
justice, T would lovel now for !
the truth to come out put with- :
out immunity we mgy still be 8 :
very long way from justice.
Like many Americans, Pep-
per believes . the il leads w0
FBI director J. Edgur Hoover
and his ‘business and intelli-
gence associares. 1f he froes
Ray, his next, larger task, will
to be 10 name those he believes
conzpired in back rooms, goy-
emnnicnt offices -and board-,
roars far from Memphis.




