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Frank Holt, a former Memphis resident, relaxes after taking a polygraph examination. 
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`Please clear my name: 
I did not kill Dr. King' 
Florida man 
denies role in 
assassination 
By KIRK LOGGINS 
arid SUSAN THOMAS 
S taff Wow, 
acritht /901. Th. Tem....nrn 

The black man linked by a white Mem-
phis businessman to the assassination of the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. denies he had 
anything to do with the shooting, which 
rocked America and the world April 4, 
1968. 

Frank Holt has told The Tennessean he 
wants to clear his name — and a polygraph 
exam he took yesterday appears to support 
his claim of innocence. 

"I didn't do II — oh. no, no, no," Holt 
said, Shaking hIs head, when questioned by 
Tennessean reporters who tracked him 
through public records to a homeless shel-
ter In Orlando, Fla_ Friday afternoon. 

Holt, now 62, flatly denied any involve-
ment before, during or after the civil tights 
lenders essassiruition. 

He said he was often a customer at Jim's 
Grill, a restaurant operated by Loyd low-
ers, the man who now claims to have ar-
ranged the King assassination. 

_towers, who now lives in Martin. Teen_ 
parsesa convoluted conspiracy story, in 
which money changed hands to hire a man 
other than lames Earl Ray to kill King 

lowers conspiracy claims have drawn . 
international attention since The Observer • 

▪ of London first brought them to light a 
week ago. ABC News correspondent Sam 
Donaldson traveled to Memphis last week 
to Interview lowers for the Prirnatime Live 
program. which was broadcast nationally 
Thursday. 	

. 
 

However, lowers and four Memphis resi-
denim bed to him say they cannot tell what 
they know without Immunity from prosecu-
tion_ Lawyers Involved have tried to control 
the flow and Interpretation of information 
about the claims. 

However, one witness, Wane Mans 63, 
told The Tennessean that lowers told him 
repeatedly Holt was the triggerman. Holt's 
name has circulated among reporters in 
Memphis for several days. Shelby County 
District Attorney General John Pieroth said 

he, too, has heard lowers name Holt as the 
Triggerman_ 

But Holt, who worked as a produce pack-
er In Memphis in 19€8, contends he barely 
knew lowers and has no knowledge of a-
plot to kill King. arranged by lowers or 
anyone else. 

"lowers Is lying" Holt said. "lowers ain't 
give me no money.-  

lowers hung up on a reporter when told 
of Hott's statements. lowers' attorney, Lew-
is Garrison of Memphis, did not return a 
reporters call for comment. 

Halt said he knew Frank Liberia, the 
now-deceased Memphis produce dealer 
whom lowers has named as the man who 
paid him a large sum of money to arrange  

- the assissmatIon..:- 	 . 	_ - - 
Holt said he had heard Liberia tell a 

number of produce workers, shortly before 
King's death, that King "was going to -start . 
trouble and the only way to stop trouble Ls 
to kill the so.b.,-then It won't be no trou-
ble." 

But, Holt said, he never discussed  any 
swam:Mahon plan with Llberto, lowers or 
anyone else. 

Xing who launched the Southern dvli 
rights revolution with the Montgomery, 
Ma., bus boycott to 1955, had gone to Mem-
phis to help striking city sanitation workers 
in spring 1988. 

Friday, Holt said that he was at Jim's 
Grill. lowers' small cafe on Memphis' South 
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.- ,' Loyd Jowers, the retired 
businessman who claims a -
role In an assassination con- ' 
spiracy. says he knows who 
really pulled the trigger, and 
that It's not James Earl Ray, 
on 10A. • 

In the 24 years since he re-
canted his confession that he 
murdered Martin Luther 
King, James Earl Ray has 
consistently said he was a 
scapegoat Ina complex and 
convoluted plan to kill King 
Involving a mysterious man 
named Raoul, on 101E 

Ray said yesterday that 
Jowers should not be given 
Immunity to testily before a 
grand 'lay about a plot to kill 
King, on 10A. 



Main .Street, when King was shot as he. 
stepped onto the balcony of the nearby 
Lorraine Motet 	- 

He raid he did not hear a shot and was 
unaware of the shooting until a police offi-
cer came Into the restaurant and told pa-
trons King bad been shot. Holt said he was 
told to leave the grill, which he did, and 
walked home_ 

Holt, who has spent his life as a manual 
laborer, appeared stunned when reporters 
told him Friday that some people in Mem-
phis are saying he was hired and paid to 
shoot King. 

"I want to clear my name," Holt said 
after learning of the accusadon that he shot 
King, a hero to most black American& 

Holt agreed to take a polygraph test at 
the request of The Tennessean, and the 
newspaper flew him to Nashville for a test 
yesterday, at the office of private investiga-
tor Charles R. Scott 

Scott concluded — after interviewing • 
Holt for half an hour and measuring his 
responses to eight questions about the King 
assassination — that Holt was truthful when 
be denied any involvement In or knowledge 
of the crime. 

"That old man couldn't beat a polygraph 
if he'd killed somebody," Scott said. 

Scott said he believes Holt answered all 
of his questions truthfully, including one 

It Turn ro PAGE 'IA. Column I 

FROM -PAGE 1A 

about whether he 
hod "ever been questioned by the 
authorities about the shooting of Dr. 
King." 

Holt Insisted in Interviews Friday 
and again yesterday that he was 
never questioned by police. 

He stuck by that story even when 
be was confronted yesterday with 
an FBI agent's report dated April 
17, 1968, recounting a brief inter-
view with Holt FBI agent Harley E 
Gylle wrote In the report that Holt 
told him a story similar to the one 
he tells now 

Pieredi said he thinks it Is passi-
ble that Holt could have forgotten 
talking to Gylfe. 

Holt who admits to drinking 
heavily when he was younger, "has 
probably been talked to by a lot of 
police in his lifetime," Plerotri said. 
"A street person would be around a 
thl of police at different times." 

Holt said he cannot imagine why 
_lowers would falsely accuse him. 

"Maybe Jowers thought I was 
dead," Holt said. 

Bolt said he moved away from 
Memphis In 1969 and has spent 
most of big time In Florida since 
then. 	.. 

He said he did not flee Memphis 
to avoid prosecution — and has 
returned there a number of times 
to visa, most recently in 1992 

"I wasn't running from nothing." 
Holt said_ "I didn't have no reason 
not to come back," 

?Jerold said Halt's denial of any 
Involvement to the King killing sup-
ports Pierotti's contention that low-
ers' story Is "a bunch of bull." 

Bolt Is "obviously the patsy In 
this whole thing" Pierottl said, add-
ing 

think were going to be able to ■.• 

Shoot holes all through this thing." 
Pierolti labeled Jowers' conspira-

cy story 'a sham and a fraud' 
when It appeared last Sunday — 
wahnut the names of any alleged 

participants — in the Observer of 
London_ 

The Shelby County prosecutor 
said "somebody In the media" told 
turn at mid-week that Holt was the  

man _towers said he paid to kill 
King. 

Pieroth said an Investigator on 
his staff Thursday uncovered a 1968 
report stating that lowers con-

' 

firmed to Memphis police on April 
7 that Holt was one of the custom-
ers in his restaurant at the time 
King was killed. 

Akins, who onceovned a cab 

Frank Holt is 
"obviously the patsy 
in this whole thing. I 
think we're going to 

be able to shoot holes 
all through this 

thing," 
JOHN PIEROTTI 

Shelby County district attorney 
general 

company with lowers, has said Jow-
ers told him a number of times 
over the years that Holt fired the 
fatal shot from bustles at the rear of 
_lowers' restaurant According to 
Akins, Jowers said Holt then 
jumped off a retaining wall and ran 
away, after handing the rifle back 
to lowers. Akins, who lives in south 
Memphis, is on probation for a 
manslaughter conviction in neigh-
boring DeSoto County, Miss., is 
1989. 

But. Pierottl said, lowers' state-
ment to police three days atter the 
killing would tend to exonerate Holt 
of any participation In the King as-
sassination. 

Plerottl questioned how Holt 
could have fired a shot from the 
rear of the building and returned to 
the restaurant without attracting 
anyone's suspicion, especially at a 
time when police were questioning 
everyone who had been in the area 

Pierotti said he does not know 
why Jowers would want to fabricate 
a theory about the King assassina-
tion In which he implicates himself. 

irlerotti said he plans to send an 
investigator topterriew Holt,• 
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Willie Akins, above, says businessman Loyd Towers told him Jr. Akins, of south Memphis, once owned a cab company with 
repeatedly that Frank Holt shot the Rev. Martin Luther King Jowers. 



Today's Topic Who Slew. the Dreamer? 

Case strong against Ray 
in King's assassination 
By CHUCK CLARK 
&limo' Eel., 

It was March 10, 1969, when prison es-
capee James Earl Ray pleaded guilty to 
murdering the Rev. Marlin Luther King Jr. 
outside his Memphis motel room. 

It was just three days later that Ray 
.recanted his coatession, saying he was 
framed in a conspiracy to slay the civil 
rights leader. 

But more than Ray's guilty plea soya he 
was the gunman who killed the hero of a 
race of Americans struggling for equality. 

He bought a rifle linked to the assassina-
tion. He was staying In a rooming house 
nearby, under an assumed name. There is 
evidence he stalked King for weeks across 
the South. 

Still, In the 24 years since he recanted 
his confesion, Ray has consistently said 
he was a scapegoat In a complex and 
convoluted plan to kill King involving a 
mysterious man named Raoul. 

And claims by a Memphis businessman 
that he helped organize a plot to kill King 
for a buddy — also Involving a mysterious 
man named Raoul — bas some wondering 
whether Ray, indeed, was somebody's fall 
guy. 

"I didn't kill Martin Luther King" Ray 
said In an Interview with The Tennessean 
yesterday, repeating his contention that he 
was coerced Into pleading guilty. "Every-
one wanted a plea except me." 

Some of the evidence against Ray Is 
ambiguous; for example, neither medical 
evidence gathered during King's autopsy 
nor a detailed engineering study conduct-
ed for Congress could precisely determine 
the bullet's origin. 

Nor could ballistics experts directly tie 
the bullet that killed King to a 30.06 rifle  

bearing Ray's fingerprints. Not enough 
markings remained on bullet fragments 
removed from King's body to prove it was 
fired by Ray's gun, but the bullet did come 
from a 30.06 rifle. 

But a 1979 congressional Inquiry into 
Ray's claims of conspiracy concluded that 
the right man is behind bars. A broad 
range of evidence, the Inquiry sold, Indi-
cated Ray was King's assassin: 

• Ray was In several places at the same 
time as King In the weeks before the 
assassination. Including Selma, Ala.; Atlan-
ta and Memphis. Congressional Investiga-
tors concluded the strips were more than 
just coincidence and considered them evi-
dence Ray stalked King. 

• Ray had purchased the 30.06 rifle In 
Birmingham, Ala., the week before die 
slaying. Although Ray had been using the 
alias Eric Starvo Galt exclusively for sev• 
eral months, he used another name -
Harvey Lowmeyer — when buying the 
rifle. Ray initially bought another gun in 
Birmingham, but exchanged It the next 
day for the higher power 30.06. 

• On the day King went to Memphis for 
the last time — April 3, 1968 — Ray 
checked Into the New Rebel Motel on the 
outskirts of the city. The next day, the day 
King was assassinated. Ray checked Into 
the rooming house across from the Lor-
raine Motel. where King was staying Po" 
lice recovered a newspaper bearing Ray's 
fingerprints with a story about King, men-
tioning be was staying at the Lorraine. 

• At the rooming house. Ray rejected 
the first room he was shown in favor of 
Room 5B, which had a view of the Lor-
raine. Police found a chair pushed under 
the window of Ray's room. By standing on 
the chair Ray would have a clear view of  

the motel. 
• The bathroom from which experts say 

King's assassin likely fired the fatal shot 
was just down the hall from Room 5B. 
which Ray rented using the name John 
Willard. 

• On the clay of the assassination, anoth-
er rooming house tenant said he heard a 
shot and then saw a man run from the 
bathroom carrying something under his 
arm. This tenant and another one who also 
saw a running man could not definitely* 
it was Ray. 

• Witnesses outside the Lorraine point-
ed to the rooming house when police 
asked them where the shot came from 

• Minutes after the shooting, police re-
covered a bundle near the doorway of an 
amusement company near the rooming 
house. The bundle contained a 30.06 rifle, 
a pair of binoculars, two cans of beer and 
a newspaper, all bearing Ray's finger-
prints. 

• At the lime of the shooting, Ray 
claims, he was not at the boarding house 
but had driven to a service station to have 
a tire repaired. The owners of that station 
said they never saw Ray that day, and no 
other witnesses could be found to place 
Ray there at the time of the shooting. 

• Ray left Memphis immediately after 
the shooting at 6:01 p.m. April 4. He drove 
to Atlanta and then fled to Canada. He was 
caught In England two months Later. 

Although the congressional committee 
concluded that Ray was the assassin, some 
of King's associates believe there was no 
way the shot that killed their leader came 
from the rooming house above Jim's Grill. 

Many others continue to believe Ray 
was not acting alone In the assassination.' 
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Ray against 
immunity 
for Jowers 
He hopes classified 
files will be released 
By DWIGHT LEWIS 
Shall WA,. 

West Tennessee businessman Loyd low-
ers should not be given immunity to testify 
before a grand jury about a plot to kill Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., James Earl Ray 
said yesterday. 

"I don't think he needs immunity," Ray 
said. "If tie is not given immunity, he can 
subpoena records in the King case that 
have been classified by the federal gov-
ernment and ordered sealed until the year 
2025. 

"I think those classified records being 
held by the Justice Department can help 
my case. If he is given Immunity, there 
would be no reason for him to subpoena 
those records." 

Ray said the classified records would 
show that he was coerced Into pleading 
guilty to lulling the civil rights leader on 
April 4, 19458. 

Ray made his comments during an In-
terview at the state's Riverbend Maximum 
Security Institution where he is being held. 

lowers operated a grill across the street 
from the Lorraine Motel in Memphis when 
King was murdered. During an interview 
broadcast Thursday night on ABC News' 
Primetime live, lowers said he found 
someone In kill King as a favor for a 
friend. now-deceased Memphis produce 
dealer Frank Liberto. 
•- lowers and four others have asked for 

-Immunity to testify before a Memphis 
grand Jury about the plot. 

Shelby County District Attorney General 
Johil—Plerottl has -said he will not grant 

"I think those classified 
records being held by the 
Justice Department can 

help my case. " 
JAMES EARL RAY 

Convicted in King isN.winatIon 

immunity to Jowers. 
Meanwhile, William Pepper, a London 

attorney who has been representing Ray 
since 1988, said yesterday he has no doubt 
that lowers accepted the contract from 
Liberta to have King assassinated. 

Pepper's comments Carrie after he was 
told that former Memphis resident Frank 
Halt had passed a polygraph exam Ladkat-
trig that he had no part in King's death. 

"I think It Ls tirne for the attorney gener-
al in Memphis to take seriously these alle-
gations and look into this rase very closely 
the statement of these witnesses," Pepper 
said. "We had hoped this would be done In 
a court of law, and preferably before a 
grand jury." • 



Jowers says Ray just a 'decoy' 
• 

Loyd Jowers is shown on an investigative report on the King assassination by the 
A&E cable channel that was televised in 1988 or '89. 

• 

Bid for immunity 
will not happen, 
prosectitor says 

• cl, C MUMS! NICIIIIJUO 
nessman who claims a role In the assassina- 
tion of the Rev. Martin Luther King 	says 
he knows who really pulled the trigger. 
. It was not James Earl Ray, Jowers said 

But In his only public statements so tar on 
the King case, lowers would not Identify the 
man he claims Ls the real triggerman. And 
lowers stopped short of saying he actually 
J.T4rec! King's assassin. 

In an Interview last week with Sam Donald-
Son of the ABC News Pnrnetirrie Live show, 
lowers acknowledged finding someone to kill 
King as a favor to a longtime friend, now-
dead Memphis businessman Frank Llberto. 

lowers said he received money and a rifle 
to carry out the killing lowers also said be 
found a triggerman, as requested. But Jowers' 
lawyer, Lewis Garrison of Memphis, stopped 
him from giving further details 

To tell anything more, Garrison said, low-
ers must be granted Immunity from Shelby 
County District Attorney General John Rierat-
ti That Rieroth says, will not happen. 
Jowers and Garrison have 
refused repeated requests 
by The Tennessean to talk 
about the King case In his 
interview with ABC, low-
ers told of an intriguing 
conspiracy he supposedly 
`elped carry out for 
riendstdp and money. 
lowers' story, as told to 

ionaldson„ has gaps and Ls 
icomptete, but this is how GARRISON 
e says the King assassination came about 
Jowers said Liberto, his longtime friend, 

approached him offering money to carry out 
the conspiracy. 

Liberia asked If lowers knew someone who 
could he hired to kill the civil rights leader, 
lowers said, adding 

"I told him I thought I knew someone 
who'd probably do IL" 

lowers told Donaldson he felt beholden to 
his old friend. 

"Frank Liberto done me several large fa-
vors, so I owed him a favor, or at least I 
thought I did," lowers said on Primetime 
Live. "He asked me to handle some money 
transaction — bire someone to assassinate 
Dr. Martin Luther King" 

After lowers told Liberia he could find 
someone, a large amount of cash was deliv-
ered to him at Jim's Grill, a small bar and 
grill Jowers then owned On South Main Street 
in Memphis. Jim's was across a vacant lot 
and a side street from the Lorraine Motel. 
where King was then staying 

In the days before the Shooting lowers 
said, a man be des;cribed only as "Raoul" 
showed up at the grill with a rifle in a box_ 

"He asked me to hold the rifle until he 
made the arrangements, or we made the 
arrangements, one or the other of us, oh, for 
the killing" lowers said. 

About the same time, Jowers said, Liberia 
told him he had arranged for a cover, assur-
ing that no police officers would be on hand 
at the Lorraine when the shooting was to 

occur. 

And, Jowers said, Uberto told him arrange,  
meats had been made for a "decoy" to draw 
suspicion away from those responsible. 

That decoy, lowers believes, was James 
Earl Ray. 

Ray pleaded guilty In 1969 to killing King 
but imrneciiateiy recanted hls confession_ tray 
Is now serving a 99-year prison sentence in 

The day of King's murder, Ray checked 
Into the boarding house above Jim's Grill, 
using the alias John Willard, Ray had escaped 

from a Missouri prison. 

Ray, lowers told ABC, was to be framed as 
King's killer. 

"Re was part of Itbe plot to kill Kind but I 
don't believe he knew he was part of It," 
lowers sold. 

lowers would say no more about Kings 
Apra 4, 1968, murder, but said he had no 
animosity toward the charismatic man. 

"A portion of IL naturally, was for the 
money," lowers said. But "any involvement I 
might've bad In It was doing a friend a 
favor." IR 

-I 	 
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King assassination scene 
Investigators have long said the bullet that killed the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was fired from the bathroom of a rooming house above Jim's 
Grill. across a steel and a vacant lot from the Lorraine Motel, James 
Earl Ray was staying at the rooming house and pleaded guilty but later 
recanted. Loyd Jowers, the owner of Jim's Grill, now says someone else 
fired the fatal shot from bushes nearby. 

Kant Trivia/Th. TENNESSEAN 

Looking back 

M • Fie 
In this photo reprinted from Aptil 4, 1968, the body of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. ties on the balcony of the Lorraine 
Motel in Memphis. Some members of the civil rights leader's 
entourage point to the rooftop of the boarding house from where 
the shot that killed King was believed to have been fired. 

What they said 
"Frank Liberto done me several large favors, so I owed him a favor, 

or at least I thought I did. He asked me to handle some money tans-
fiction — hire someone to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King." 

— Former businessman Loyd Jeerers of Martin, Tenn., interviewed 
last week on Prirnetima Lira 

"I wasn't running from nothing. I didn't have no reason not to come 
back." 
— Frank Hon, Florida man Jewore says was 
triggerman in King slaying. 

"That old man couldn't beat a polygraph If 
he'd killed somebody.-  
— Charles R. Scott, Tennessee-certified poly-
graph examiner, referring to teat taken by 
Frank Hot_ 

Hori "has probably been talked to by a lot of 
police In his lifetime. A strew person would be 
around a lot of police at different tunes." 
— John Pleionl, Shelby County district atm- 
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wonders how he tripped 
into murder controversy 	 

Startled Florida man "I didn't do nothing. I ain't got no record, no 
kind of way, never did, here nor nowhere 

else. No, no, no.... I didn't do it." 
FRANK HOLT 

`Why me?' laborer asks 

By SUSAN THOMAS 
Staff river 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Nothing 
short of a lightning bolt could have 
shocked Frank Holt more than 
bearing that someone was blaming 
him for the murder 'of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

who,—  he Inumhird 
. 	. 

record, no kind of way, never did, 
here nor nowhere else. No, no, no. 
... I didn't do It." _ 

And now Bolt, a tall and well-
groomed man with short, snowy 
white hair, is tired but determined 
to do three things. 

First. he wants his name cleared. 
Second, he wants to return to his 

normal life, the kind where a man 
can Live simply and happily in vir-
tual obscurity, known only to his 
family and friends. 

And third, this shy man with a  

grandfatherly grin wants to know 
why his name got caught in the 
national spotlight 

"I just don't know," he says, rub- 
bing his weary eyes.: 	 - 

Frank Holt — no middle name 
— was born Aug. 4, 1931, in the 
rural delta farmlands of Darling, 

and his mother tended him and his 
two sisters and brother. 

As a teen-ager, Holt says, he 
spent his days hunting, fishing and 
attending high school until he de-
cided to quit in the 11th grade and 
say goodbye to his family's farm 
life. He not out for the bright lights 
of bigger cities. 

in 1956, Holt said, he made his 
way to Titusville on Florida's Atlan-
tic coast, where he fell for the 
eternal warm weather. Although 
he made stops in New York and 
other spots along the East Coast. 

Holt has spent most of his life in 
central Florida — except for the 
two years he made his way to West 
Tennessee. 	 • - 

From 1967 to 1969, Holt says. be 
lived In a boarding house In Mem-
phis, working as a packer al M-E. _ 
Carter Produce Co. . 

1143v 11160 VC. WILLS tic 111.K.111, ■•• 

his memories of the brutal assassi- 
nation of King. 	,  

Holt says be left Memphis In 
1969 and headed back to Florida, 
where he has lived full time, only 
returning to Mississippi several 
times through the years to visit his 
family and friends. 

Until he heard the accusation 
against him Friday night, Holl said, 
his Ufe has been a good one, work-
ing by day as a laborer in the 
Orlando area and spending his 
nights at the Salvation Army shel-
ter or Orlando Union Rescue Mls- 

Contributors 
Tennessean staffer' who 

contributed to this special re- • 
port Included: Sheila WIssner 
Bob Sherbome, Frank Gibson, 
Ellen Bailinger, Ted Rayburn, 
Janet Blouse, Heather Fritz, 

. 	 _ 
Travis, Delores Delvth and --.- 
Glenda Washam. . 

slon, where employees describe 
him as "friendly, quiet, honest and 
a gentleman:.  

That Is the the Hob says be en-
joys. And It is the life Roll wants 
back. 

—This has been something." he 
adds, still shaking his bead slowly 
in stunned dismay over this mo-
ment of unwanted limelight 

"But I'm gonna make it ... least, 
I hope so." • 



P. Casey Daley ♦ Sta' 

Frank Holt of Orlando, Fla, now has three goals: to clear his 
name, get back to his old life and find out how he got entangled 
in talk of an assassination plot 
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iably did." 

him a large sum, adding a "portion" of his 
motivation was money. 

Asked by Donaldson if he found someone 
to kill King, lowers replied: "Yes, sir." 

But lowers' lawyer, Lewis Garrison, cut 
short the questions, saying "lie cannot an-
swer that ... He's gone as far as he can 

lowers, who owned Jim's Grill in Mem-
phis when King was assassinated April 4, 
1968, said lames Earl Ray did not kIll the 
civil rights leader. 

Ray pleaded guilty in 190 to King's mur-
der, but recanted three days later, saying a 

`done as favor' 

S 

By SHEILA < NE , 	c ,  
and KIRK LOGGINS 	(0064.42-a 
Staff Wrtirr, 

Retired businessman Loyd lowers, 67, 
told a national television audience last night 
he agreed to find a man to assamtnate the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. for money and 
friendship. 

In an interview with Sam Donaldson 
broadcast on last night's Primehme Live 
program. lowers said he found a killer as a 

. favor for a friend, now-deceased Memphis 

Ex owner 
produce dealer Frank Llberto. 

"Liberto done me a' large favor, so I 
owed him a favor — or at least I thought I 
did," lowers told Donaldson. 

lowers said Liberto eventually came to 
him to repay the favor. And it was a large 
favor, he said: 

"He asked me to handle some money 
transactions Hire someone to assassinate 
Dr. Martin Luther King 

"He asked me if I knew someone. And I 
told him l thought I knew someone, I prob- 

• Jowers said Elbert° also offered to pay alleges plot 

man named Raoul had asked him to buy a 
rifle In a gun deal. 

Ray, who was renting a room above 
Jim's Grill on the day Kmg was killed, may 
not have known be was part of the conspir-
acy, lowers said. 

! Ltberto told him the police "wouldn't be 
there that night," lowers said, and also told 
him there would be a "decoy" to draw 
suspicion away from those responsible. 

Presumably, that decoy was Ray. 
lowers also said a man with a name 

sounding like "Raoul," who looked "Mexi-
can" or possibly "part Indian," and talked 
with an accent. delivered to lowers a rifle  

for the killing, 
Garrison said the real triggerman is be-

lieved to be still living and that "we are 
working currently to locate him." 

lowers and four others have asked for 
Immunity to testify before a Memphis 
grand jury about the plot 

One of those five, Willie Akins, 63, told 
The Tennessean that lowers has told him 
several times over the past IS years that 
Dowers hired and paid the triggerman_ 

In his interview with Donaldson. Akins 
said an unnamed "friend" asked him to get 

1 Turn to PAGE 2A, Column I 

• FROM- PAGE:1A . 

someone "out of the way" because 
he was afraid the man would talk 
too much_ 

• Akins said the "friend" eventually 
told him the person needed to be 
eliminated because "that was the 
man who killed King." 

Donelson said that Akins told him 
he found the iriggerman, a "slow-
acting, kind of retarded black 
man,' who disappeared before 
Akins could "pop him." 

According to Donaldson, a Mem-
phis woman saw lowers disaksem-
,bling a rifle moments after the 
shooting 

• Another witness will say that low-
ers showed him the rifle the day 
after the assassination and told him 
it was the weapon that killed the 

civil tights leader, Donaldson re-
ported. 

In 1979, Donaldson said, a House 
Subcommittee came across Liber-
to's name while investigating the 
King assassination. Subcommittee 
chairman Walter Fauntroy said a 
witness reported hearing liberto 
say on the evening King was killed 
to "kill the s.o.b. — my brother in 
New Orleans is going to take care 
of you with $5,000." 

The brother in New Orleans was 
the chief aide to Carlos Marcella, a 
Mafia chief, Fauntroy said. 

Shelby County District Attorney 
General John Pierotti has said he 
wants to talk with Akins, lowers 
and the other witnesses: 

"I think we would be derelict If 
we did not look Into it" 

But, the prosecutor said, he will 
not grant lowers' request for immu- 

oily: 
"There's a guy who says that he 

is guilty of a capital crime, and I'm 
supposed to give him immunity?" 

Pierotti has said he will not call a 
grand Jury to look into the conspira-
cy claims, which he terms a "sham. 

"If there is a Mafia, and if they 
wanted somebody bit, they're sure 
not going to do it this way. They are 
not going to give it to some amateur 
who runs less than a five-star res-
taurant." 

Pierotti also said he is going to 
stop talking to reporters about the 
case until more Information is ob-
tained: 

"We can't do anything In this at-
mosphere. It's my policy to be as 
open as I can. But we can't do any 
woric. ... I won't do interviews any-
more. When we find out something, 
then we will tell you. We can't talk 
to you every day, all day long." • 


