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Prosecutor 
says 'same 
old dog and 
pony show' 

By Lawrence Buser 
The Commercial Appeal 

The county's top prosecutor 
said Tuesday a London attor-
ney's claims that new evidence 
would clear James Earl Ray in 
the murder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. is "the same old dog and 
pony show from Picadilly Cir-
cus." 

Nevertheless, DiSt 'Atty. Gen. 
John Pierotti said his office is 
taking another look at the case 
and probably will talk to wit-
nesses who defense attorneys 
claim have new information. 

His remarks were made after 
Criminal Court Judge Joe a 
Brown Jr. indicated to Ray's at-
torneys that at least some issues 
they were raising had been 
ruled on in the past. 

Brown said once a guilty plea 
is entered voluntarily and know-
ingly, a defendant — even if not 
guilty — cannot change his 
mind and withdraw his plea. 

The judge said the first issue 
to address is whether Ray plead-
ed guilty "in his own best inter-
est" before defense attorneys 
can present what they say is new 
evidence that will prove his in-
nocence. 

Ray has had at least four state 
post-conviction hearings and a 
federal habeas corpus petition 
in which he sought to have his 
plea withdrawn. 

"At this point, it seems those 
issues have been resolved by the 
State of Tennessee and then nu- 
merous 	appellate 	courts," 
Brown said. 

Defense attorneys Monday 
filed motions seeking to free Ray  
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