@ Srt, ' 10/4/7:

Whon I shonod rou yostenioy an hour of a mouiing ronine iede That should have thrown you
into driving-hone o out there, L gresms oue of leavier than usuvel prooccupation for youe
I'e cddled af another inoproriune tine a.f tor gottdng and rea.u..m; "ohe 4P Horld" Loe 3,1472
{which ioesn't say how recent and doesn't contadin an adiress}. Your conclisiing coossut was
a qux'stiox "Low _about a hoted: fter" frou e

Generndiy £ ‘ww oarned Iy ™ putation for cuch Llotlerse What sewms Yo luowe boon los
upon those o uhom I've gent cordes in that whethor ry Julpment was in ey cane corwect,

esach wai desiged for a murpose tuan, at the tine, I felt had a nrospoct of badng accosiplichisde

Sote ay well heve beqn doudnnted by z pas-don like onger, bud for toe moot pert I believe
1 wns fai¥ly often right in feeldiny that a moderate lotfer would be ivnorvd. dmong theno
arc a serdes to AP nansgoment at the time of the CGavzor-oody plecese If I do not ond can't
take eredit for Gaveer's subsequent supeiior in the ng ease, he aud boody bLoth aiiended
a HYC press confurence I had én the appesrance of Oswald in bew Ordeans wnd ne sdther wrote
a nanty reporte i ither, to the hest of vy kmwwledgo, ever wrote a rasty thing on the
subject shervafter, eithor. AP did have plenc for getting that published as a bosk but
that nlso didn't hapn n. S I'm not at all reluctant.

Howover, with nedsher AP nor Hob Johngson do I fecl it would do such it any goods I
you feel otheruise, 111 agre: with yous Becauso your nods leaves uuclesr wh.,.t.mr you
want . to writc the 1 ther or mrepare you, suppose I write soocthdng you can use and if

cou want o to write if, please got a sec, to retype on ploiu puper, wiih my refuin ad ress,
and send o f.hxs addiressee you have in wind in ny name, Ur back to me for zo to do 1%, dating
it =4 days in advancos

o minor point I can't take time %o creck, I au preft%y gure thi well-nown 43 Corres-
poudentls nane is Jack Seglle Johnson conslstently omit: the "a", e cc;valmw' the HE
when i worlked fhero, .L think, I laiow Jack I’idcher, l_.ta“- with dlawerts, dde iaybe qu...
was ab States Anywey, I lnew hine oo, with this enormous and o 'bin.l:, unjustified aelf-
praise, you might want $o uge thiv minoer thing io doflate o o:.f" 1.1’ ' rishte

AP'g suporcaution iu not new. When I did radic nevs we uged Soedr wire ondy. £ s
z0 ultra~coutious I airced the Ghandl assascinatdon in nm}ﬂ.:lgton i'ere anyone lge. In
ract, i1 it interests vou to koW « bt oy ny radio~news paot, I'1l toll rou the rost of
that story, brdafly. I was a one-lan news operations I g0t to the ssatdon barorw the
engincers v..*zd nad our own copy roeady for signone Tho ilash on Ghonwdd was about H miuutes
berore nouwstisc. L'l Just dven the ansouncer ki cony when ihe Lells range -Jul we had
one gmwowicer, down conbo at that early houre He wept when e read sy fisot full newscast
on it, by the way, ant he read it colde S0, ho: does a onw-ran novg staff o a job on an
event slaost as €ar avay as one can be thuat winds up in &3 the trade pressy ;55.1';1;1«.. i
had an old {ationnl RO all-wave rocedver on the top tloore L phoned Bl and asked :cho
frequoncies ant hours of thelir nevscasts, Wwrote % on down, monltored tiwn all, and ralsed
arough hell to interruot gymphonies when the live news werranted it, Twixt and tween L
reyrote 4iX's atufi. Thers came a point whure I had e real go-round with the thoen chiel
EL!»LZOU!IO&I’. then no oore, later a “reporter” with Hutual, then with USLy, I thinke Charles
Warrone ~e thin t lixe the quality of sho sicneld thaet came in from 30 anc Pian' b have its
quality lmproved by the impmviaml patcheord pe-haps 100 feat long tha?t L aumed to reach
the control rouny/"nevs" studio. The sdznel was poor but readable. «nd wiat . Le want to
cut 0iT? iehru telling the people about i event within o very short while after it
haprned, o coupls of hours, & guoss. inyway, the m’*ta wore a8 storile as AP wul It wvas
a siiple natter to air the best news that daye I don't remember ho: lon: it was after its
tflash that i put the bulletin on the wire. liote the relevance in Johnson': whole [uke
structure in his felse elain to beating UPT  when AP 4din't and coulen't, thunks to that
whore ..errinan Smithe why profondy

Outdated \ar:‘.n‘;ea-pn.% projudice agninst cloctronic newsreporting is typiiied by the
sorantics So uidch Job Jolnson respris in his neretricious "Poo Lusy for Yenrs" (The ob
Worldy 1i0e 3, 1972) to mske o sordes of false elatus for credit o .xl’/ its covernge of
th: d;&\. as.;mas:t.zmtion.

Tihds wass the Lixnt word in puldshable form that »mudident Nemuedy hnd been shofe”
Che enpnasis adiresses the prejudice. 1t wnderlines what asounts to deliborate lying.




Jo}mf'on gtructures his piece to hids wntdl aftor nsking his {2lse house-orgn clain
that UPT »e ally boat AP with the newas. le uses this space to monufncture « fietion, the
"publi wble" nonoanse.
What does h. nean by "publishable™? G::dy the utterly unreal, that thore was a papuy
With type-setiing astdiatic fronw AP's wire and then just clooing st 12:39 Co7,

Haddo and SV are not "publishers” of the news? Of cowrse they ave, o.cupt t thc
hldobound who are locked into their o n pasts and prejudices. lost people, Lo bott » or
for worse, get ticir new . that way, as thoy did in 196% aod as they nost assuradly do
on that infwsous dovcmber day whn other r porters ddd bangeup .,ob" and wept as thoy dide

Lo, is there anyone capable of reading the nows who oouldn't ad 1ib the foy pdamdng
wo"ds in Uel's .toccato flash? Ur any newmman who couldn't have wiwed, as i'oc sure nor

iy bedoxe 4P's wire came alive? .

Jolmson docsn t even cantest that UPI's wire had "publia}u'blv" "ovy Iﬁgealm::u.tmn
Tive minutes Lefor? a word mctmeox fron AP, It se.ic’ 811 thet codtd then be said with
responadbility, that chots had been fired at the Prowidente It's Jaker 11&&:&1, ticew the
same rdnute as AP's firgt,says what AP thea dddn't, tha: the sresident was "suﬁ.mx.,ly
wounded”, adding "porhaps fatally", So, where is this big sicoop Yolmoon claimy?

Ii there is no justilying the late lsriinan Soithe conduet in violating «ll poul

ethics to muke 1% iupos:ible for the others to file anything oun that rauiphone (AP
wasn't the only vietim), why protond that it was posaible %o beat hinm? ¥lmt is the newd?
Iz 1% not butt », rually, to use all these futile words in an effopt to zer 4hal Sherc is
never asain such o violatdon 01 all etides rathier than in vainglory?

Thds childish ogo drives “olmson to outright lies or confession of iinormace of the
story he, personslly, was responsible for at iPe e also claims to have rade a later
tovestigntion, widch mukes the error, lic or ego, les: axcusabloe He % of Lo Adtpents

ctures, "these werv the only professicial pictures muis abt the noonelt :

Une wdiis postudate that firsterate jouwrn:disnm lay in gettings those ingndt.ly =oro
sioraficent pictures not taien by “profeossionals®. Thope uere nany.

s Wil undoubtedly be news to Kk, LIFH,mwt locad IV giatdions, ti:. local poepers
and others s wuiioubtedly conalder thidr photographers “profesrional',

lmd,

The sad tkruth is that Burenu Chief Yohnson o thz inordinate epo dousn't kuow hov vany
pletures hin san mado. 1% is core understunwable that, when ho turnod hie £41n in, the

photoprapher hiaself forgot. shere vere sany pore than the thyee to macn Altgons feskl
vied berore ihe Warren Corrdssion, the error repested by Yohnsone

All this waunting hides the "mmmfvsuionalirm“ of 4P's losing the nost Loportant of
Altgens neszatives. Lt took a voar of Loy _; prodding (by Harold s z..,wrg)"moxe they actuwlly

ca“ec; i ﬁga@wl negatives This in onw way of preserving histordc wotmmli:sm!
nore than report what 1t was told by ofilcial sources, cases do not coug
mauily to pinde That it performed its duy-to-day work: coupet:ntly vould hardly scem to
be the occasion for such vgo=indulgence. Sepocially when ao cany of the world's hest
reporters were in balles and did-do ;ood work, did do what AP did note

Hds iz not a panegyric to UPL (whose sorvice we usee Horrdmon Spith conchou nansged
to snafifle tho “ulizter with an exotic coubination of factusl error an. cheructor flaw. .io
proud reporter can praise or condons Smith's work or behavior or the Pldituor comrditec's
Judgenent, Hy noint is not partisans It is professionsl,With Spith as with Johnuon ind P,
Cnie doesn't wox revel in tho rinimal performance of his "professicnal® tasliz,

That, houw ver, is not restricted to the alloged subjoet of Johnson': piece., 1% includes
this selfwadulaton, which has lts own share of eror. For exnnple:

Lvuck deall's name is misspellod cvery one of tho nany tines i Z8 mentioneds

"Uswald was quickly storted to Parkland |lospdtal].” fulsee o lay theve blemz...r*, to
duath while an ambulence was coming althouch there were police cam an the gpote to could
have been a ¢ thu hospitel by thm time the ambulunce got therv. One doctor testified it
would havemade no difiermmes, that Uoweld would lmve died had he been siod in the ereroney



roctie To so grossly rdsrvpresent that "Uswald was quickly started" is bad reperting: at
best, contenmporancous or ex poste factoes Thus Jolnson boasts of the conte porancous
roperving over wide: he procsided tant he and his poopla were "imrorsed” 1ot he dop -
cribes as "the ceaseless checking and ursult o detail.” .xd they were royr i sendel on the
SpOto ..

Straw men he has, tM;Pth protense that there was Meoncern about the Pre:ddent's
visit becsuse Dellas was a recist city." o such tiday:, as he imoy snd novwse % was the
extromista partly rvported by hinm only sand that nine years later. They did plan a ruckus,
it was nown Lo the police, who had inriltrated, ther: were crresis. In fact, thers were
demonstrations, toos. Loncern was over the attack on adlai Stevenson, not axum
unallieged Yrucisn,

It in th traditional role of 4w prou:. thal 1t be waschdog over, noi wpolo:i.t
for the ovetwant, ©is shorde op 1y to Johuson and fho ulre survies os well ago DT

cmycanines enl Lhe clectrondic codiae Joluizon becones aspologist for 4 sovermant in rds
Tucile and unimue abtlenpt to metund that wtthout forsin correspondenta yresent Shore

would ot huve bewan the Loldef there hal ben o conspdracy, which he melds with miother
and 1 othdnk 11 not wnldnd or alair do doy umscrupulous attack on UrI, Thut sreph roucos

There were other punorg that flourdshed gfter the ascascisntion, wainly thet there
was nor: than one Jqunane Frow our juvestdsnidong at the time, we concluded that many
of these uypors were started by foreign roporters unsble to beliewe that an assassication
cowdd result from anything other than a politi al plot ju the buyopcan tradition.. contridbuting
factor gould have been a UL meport that "throe gunshotu of fire, apvercnily frou putonntdo
woapolls, wen: hoand'."

there is one thing coapletsly professional abous this graphs its dirtinesse I huve
ad wd emphagis to Liliistrate vhat should have been obvisus o vhoever edited this cheup
U for il - 0 the king thot should turn off its yowager siallerss

“hey were not "rwiors', ey were meports, as legitdnate as antyhipe in the everyday
Life of every rvpurior. Tney didn't "florish" and they werc not "after the as assoiiation”.
They were i edlate, numerous an completely velidated Ly the Seeres Dorvice and tiw .UT R
as the fles of e darren Corrdascion prove witiout possibilisy of oubbe Yhas il Vorndsslon
chose Yo ignore its oun evidence i a other natier, but this ig its cviconce.

“he idnl of “investigatdon" 4 Didlas conducted is in part illumdnated by Joluson's

»

continuingy i morance about the nurber of pictures of which he brags, Saken by hic 0.l fuhe
iad Jolmson or wyone ulse at .. ever investigntel ouc of these ploturcs alone, they have
Tound reagon to sondsr LT Uswald wes, in fuci, ab the sixthe{loor wiicow sii. wiinesses who
to,d the ¥il he was note fig witmess gygpr placed him there, 8o there ic ot loast musuonsble
doubt if onz is not an oflicial apologist pretinding to be & dispassloicie roportors

flost of the syewlinesses sald shoto came fro o other thun tiv oixdhe-Tloor wiitdowe .
+L eyewitncuses are not fo be belioved, then thers is uo conbrary verusion, cliher, Lhere
were wituoosens who seid they sev Soomximy the fetal chot strike from ihe front, thy rore
reasonable of the possible interpretations of the existing "unprofessionsl® £ilm that is
in the officinl ovidincee It is not a "ruwor" that shots cure fron the front. It i an
officiad rumor that they did pole llor than enough cyewitnesses soy ono or corc dide The
ofiiaial investisation was deficient in not adiressing: this and supsrescing the evidence
contruxy o the official greconceptions cohnosn et el could not have conducted sy
“investipation™eithout finding quite a few such withesses.

"Poreign rpamters” did not and could not have "sturted” 4thuse "runors'e It s
a deliberate and groes defacatiou to say or infor ite The Secreot Servico itself sald the

wre tidng, =nd this included the "automatic weapons™. The inventory of local TV ootage

that is in the Comiisvion's files, prepared by the Secred Servieo itselfl, contains thdce
The very report wizh which the Zapruder filn vas sent to ¥ashington the ndght of the ac assie
nation gquote: Japruder, who wais sianddng might them:, as saying tho ghot cawc from the xegt,
not the waste :lvvmrdless of wher: it or any shots did or did not come from, thds iz vile
writins and & shsmerul atiack on our foreisn druthrene

It i compundei by the provineialism that reteads tids iz not o countyy of violiaace
but furopean oncs aree “olitical as:assination arc and have lLeen morv coi on here then
there or in any other protendedly civilized natione The nore apcctacular ones of subgequent
Joears seci to kave gone unnoted by Johnnon,e )

The arren voirdssion says thern wewe threc shots. Yost X0pLe Bay Dores So wliere is



T at fault 4n roporting the absoluto abninus number of ghots, identical with the nunber
fired upon by the iarren Coasdsoion? verhaps Johuson has sediged upon the wornd "sunbursts"
Lngend ol "sunshots". lie is carefwd o quote iucouplitely, not gving o source, i UUX
citel one. Suprose that source wns t}‘z-::".sccret Seovice, wldel could have madd 1t oo did
use the deserintion “aubonatic weapons , as did virtuslly all eiperienced huters as Lhe
sconed soulid thin, then, be a legliimbe criticima of S Ve

~ad 18 it were an stz unfortunato accident a: ributable o haste wno wioldon, Lov ig
it worse that Jolmson's ersonal Journalistic failin~ of which hs boats 80 ovorweaidn dy,
hiz personsl misrenrssontation of sibat sltgens reelly saw, All vohnson out in hio bul etin
was that "Bresident Kemnedy wao shot"s 1o noture jowmnalistic Juigenent ave nuch nore
space to irse scmnedyarllegsed rmotions \dnageurntely described by “omson personsllss)
that napniricent tribute to sevcentive Journelism, her alleped mxes¥: exclanation, "Oh,nol"

Heve we have 1% uli put togrther, that "Ohy no!" as part of so truly sensatoonal
a bulletdin of two nnd a slf dosen vords onlye That is the vorld<Mialor or 4is nerfsesion
in nournuliom, :

Kot what »ltgons saw and reported seing, the harvifying spray of tho Persident's
brains in all directions ond over a considoruble a1ea.

whe Preasdd nt weas only “shot" when an AP can sav his braing euplo.le so slclkenddndy?
4nd UPL, nat urmdly, is criticized and ridiculed for saying at th. sume instant mor. “lan
1t had alrady sadd, "“Kennedy seriously perhaps fatally™ wounded?

It' Johnson was then ™oo Buszy for “ours”, it iz not too lute now!

4+t is fitiing to weep over such reporting of one of 4w great stories of all
tines It is more fitting to woeep over it now Lhat to gloat about inconpetence pelmed
0L a3 superhor Pertorance.

<t is disgraceful than nine vears ater thn fact, vithout the Rmwefx srossest
Incospetence proven without doubt, that any reporter who liveo thwouch that frecedy
would crlt icime another, UPI or wnnamed "foroim',

Whe whol. Wit 4n %}!‘%’ '3"541‘:: 42 publiched it wneritically i

Jolmoon has r ached e Do te-i'rinciple nesition in tic .0'g
sporis oditore Vids is not deprecation of sportswiilers, who also acrve wa. bave o ip
o.n respected and rospectable roles in our craft. On: would thinic thas souae hose in 811
ol 4P there was a pro sporiswriter who could have filled this slots If thi: is o sude
of Johuson'as "profes:ionalism, there is a reasonable inferonce that he erauled 4o e,
Tork and his present vanagerial poste roporter

ook ther his Sallas perforuance nor tlig despleable a.tack on over;,r&nﬁ e not

Al en undisguised apology for ofiicialdom) justify his prorotione

And T AP had had X a less prejudiced view of <lcctronic ropereing awl She shoxe of
th news auddence it cowrands thun Yohnson reflects, it ouls have lost fuwer accounts
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1 aucther diagraco,
ororehy, ownoal
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Sincerely,

ARt, I've beun interrupted a halfedozen tives i n the more than 24 hours it has ol
me to typu thise £ hope you can widerstand fron it Shat 4 haven't row tirw 4o read ang
correft 1t without delayinr it longer. I hold a coarbone bo wiat you will or-ask oo to 0
wuatover you'd lile o to.

Cae of th tidam I've lwd o leep an cye on is the Lstergnte Whitewvashe I geci: no
attention on it. .lowsv., sone tiie aco 211l lglek (7) of vK (+¥ lacificn siked e %o
do somuiiing on 1% by phouee I $ide I rugret I foloowed i cidiately after rawl iraswner and
Hae Irussel, whosc womig I didn = heare +his f.posed serious regtrulakg upon o because I
hal to be carerul not %o ap.ear~to atiuck or criticize oither, I hove resc her (first?
sealist plaoce aid 1t Lo faroub. I iiow thu! .mescner wrote thab “oingen screved JJL in the
packwound on e plane, a grucsoue jokw that soms neople actunll’ bLolicVed. a0 is dedicated
ant. gerlous, u that doean t lwep lher fio . Jupdng to conclusionns she then elicven to w
afs prusents os foclse Jnyfuy, 18 you kmow «aldk anc he warss o o furtler, i 17 is not
too late ab mloht, f'a wiliings £ .ave no special interest in ite st & have anu have moad

whe iudictment and $hat can de a Teunoagdle shiove ikustdly, Jitll vest ruiyxis,



