
11/15/72 

Dear Howard, 

Your letter including the teroxes of Freedland's b000k came today. I'll comment on 
those as I read because I'm more than usuelly pressed for time. Remarkable ceincidence, 
this coming on the day "actin Dies' death is announced or reported. I'd be interested in 
the relevant Dies pages. 

From my recollection, whichis dimmed and numbed by years, or what in some cases was 
not first-hand investigation (I had to whip the others into line, not easy, and obtain 
counsel, no easier), the first passages I read ?r incomplete and I think inaccurate. 

P1202 If liridges was active in this, I don t recall it. I think Taber was but a 
figurehead for Harold Barger, on his staff. y source:A4 friend who I'd helped. Now dead. 
The means of "force" was.appropriations balckmail. I don t believe it was "administration 
inability" to- cope but reluctance to or unwillingess to.-  

Summary powers to dismiss: not to State alone. HcOarran Act. 
Not one of 10 involved in "overseas information prOgram" to best of my recollection. 

Not one I knew, anyway. Two were anthrollogists, proteges of "argaret "ead. After I pee...51100d 
them to join a united front in goehting that, as you know, was successful, she was able to 
place both in decent jobs.) 

203:huch to kind to klarshall et al. I don t think there is any chance L'ongress would 
have supported the committee. There was no outcry when we won. The ani-Semitism was open. 

23-4.No basis for "foreign power" jazz. Even J.Edgar "oover said otherwise, to the 
late Bert Andrews. There was never any statement or even suggestion to us that there was 
any question of "internal security" or anything remotely like it. Or anything, for that 
matter. 

How Arnold Fortas and Powter got the case is quite a story-mine. The great "liberal" 
to whom the union had sent me, a personal friend, by the way, demanded an excesthive fee 
of the unemployed and presumably permanently unemployable. 

205. This is not unfair to Hoover. It is probably kind. But there is this one 
exceptions: when Bert Andrews bearded him on us he said there was nothing. And there 
was not to the best of my knowledge. Especially in the case of mistaken identity, of a 
man named Rennie for a redbaiting woman named Rennie! Her crime was being lagain the 
coincidence in the news) anti-Peron. 

I had a complete and extensive Dies file on this. I did may own investigation on 
that, and it was thorough and successful. I got his man convicted, you may remember, whicch 
was hard of the gut but quite a lesson. Lil was an indispensible ingredient, a real Eata 
Bari, at the pivotal point, when I was away. She was what has come to be called a 
"self stetter". Never thing it from how she appears now, huh? She was great, man' I came 
beck in r,sponse to her call and was able to do the necessary in time. Perhaps when you are 
here again we might talk about this and make a tape for the future. 

Anyway, when the UnAmericans went after The Hollywood len, a man with whom I'd 
worked for the .4enate appeared at my home one night with Ed:ard M$Aii Dmytryk, one of the 
Ten to ask for help and access to my'files. They took what they wanted. I've never heard 
from either since, never got the files back (sound familiar?), and D turned out to be the 
fink in the ',gen. I've often wondered if I could approach any of the Ten who are today 
successful if they'd find some way of reciprocating in my present work. Their representative 
decimated the research for a book on Dies. If I got his man convicted, does it convince you 
that I had a book? Ever hear of it since? 

When I read a couple of chapters of Anthony ‘;uinn's book after the ABA convention in 
une I wrote his publisher to correct an error and wrote him 1ause of his coMment on this. 

nis editor thanked, said my letter was forwarded, and silence since. Trumbo is the one who 
might do something, if any would. If any. 

the way, Dies has never dared print my testimony. I testified twice. The first 
hearing was set in type. I read proofs. Need I say more? And are you aware that I have 
been left alone since, at least overtly? Passed a WWII security check, too.. 

But what this account misses is the incredible: they actually passed a law to get me. 
It was the basis of the grand jury and is still on the books. They held up the appointment 
of the DC DA to get him to get me. The man who handled the case was later war-crimes chief 
lawyer, 	and he wound up with enough respect for me after I took his grand jury away 
from him'to give me the grand jury minutes that 1  might in the future need. ever hear of that? 
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m
easu

re sp
on

sored
 b

y C
on

gressm
an

 R
ees. O

n
ly th

e existen
ce 

of th
e P

resid
en

t's loyalty ord
er p

rovid
ed

 th
e A

d
m

in
istration

 
w

ith
 th

e leverage it n
eed

ed
 to d

efeat th
e su

b
stitu

te in
 S

en
ate 

com
m

ittee an
d

 assu
re th

e estab
lish

m
en

t of a p
rogram

 u
n

d
er 

its ow
n control. 
P

red
ictab

ly, th
e P

resid
en

t's victory on
 em

p
loyee loyalty 

d
id

 n
ot p

reven
t legislators from

 m
ak

in
g regu

lar attack
s u

p
on

 
th

e n
ew

 p
rogram

 or p
reclu

d
e sp

ecific d
em

an
d

s b
y C

on
gress 

w
ith

 regard
 to oth

er p
rob

lem
s of in

tern
al secu

rity. In
d

eed
, in

 
the m

onths im
m

ediately follow
ing the T

rum
an D

octrine speech 
th

e A
d

m
in

istration
 w

as p
rovid

ed
 w

ith
 stron

g evid
en

ce th
at its 

d
ifficu

lties arisin
g from

 th
e p

olitical relation
sh

ip
 b

etw
een

 in
-

tern
al secu

rity an
d

 C
old

 W
ar foreign

 p
olicy w

ere ju
st b

egin
-

n
in

g. In
 M

ay, for exam
p

le, S
tyles B

rid
ges w

on
 a p

oin
t in

 h
is 

b
attle w

ith
 th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t regard

ip
g Joh

n
 C

arter V
in

-
cen

t, th
e A

sian
 exp

ert, w
h

o accord
in

g to B
rid

ges w
as in

flu
en

c-
ing A

m
erican policy tow

ard C
hina in favor of the C

om
m

unists; 
V

in
cen

t w
as tran

sferred
 ou

t of th
e D

ivision
 on

 F
ar E

astern
 

A
ffairs.' E

ven
 m

ore strik
in

g w
as th

e su
ccess of B

rid
ges an

d
 

T
ab

er in
 forcin

g th
e S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t to d
ism

iss su
m

m
arily 

ten
 em

p
loyees on

 grou
n

d
s of d

isloyalty. T
h

e latter in
cid

en
t 

m
erits a m

om
en

t's d
iscu

ssion
, sin

ce it p
rovid

ed
 th

e m
ost strik

-
in

g p
ossib

le evid
en

ce of th
e A

d
m

in
istration

's in
ab

ility to resist 
th

e d
em

an
d

s of C
on

gression
al R

ep
u

b
lican

s in
 th

e field
 of 

internal security. 
W

h
en

 th
e S

en
ate A

p
p

rop
riation

s C
om

m
ittee h

ad
 b

een
 

con
sid

erin
g th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t b

u
d

get in
 1946, C

om
m

ittee 
m

em
b

ers h
ad

 criticized
 S

ecretary B
yrn

es for retain
in

g on
 

th
e p

ayroll, p
articu

larly in
 th

e overseas in
form

ation
 p

rogram
, 

em
p

loyees of w
h

ose loyalty th
e C

om
m

ittee w
as su

sp
iciou

s; 
sh

ortly th
ereafter, to en

h
an

ce B
yrn

es's ab
ility to cop

e w
ith

 
th

is p
rob

lem
, C

on
gress h

ad
 gran

ted
 p

ow
ers of su

m
m

ary d
is-

m
issal to th

e S
ecretary of S

tate. D
u

rin
g th

e follow
in

g year, n
o 

State D
epartm

ent em
ployees had been rem

oved under this pro-
vision

. In
 th

e sp
rin

g of 1947 th
e D

ep
artm

en
t's b

u
d

get again
 

cam
e b

efore th
e C

on
gress, an

d
 in

 M
ay T

ab
er's H

ou
se C

om
-

m
ittee voted

 to strik
e th

e en
tire p

rop
osed

 allocation
 for th

e 
overseas inform

ation program
. W

hen the D
epartm

ent appealed 
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th
is d

ecision
 to B

rid
ges's S

en
ate com

m
ittee th

e follow
in

g 
m

on
th

, S
ecretary M

arsh
all h

ad
 

ju
st d

eliv
ered

 h
is sp

eech
 at 

H
arv

ard
 C

o
lleg

e, co
m

m
ittin

g
 th

e A
d

m
in

istratio
n

 to
 n

ew
 in

i-
tiativ

es in
 th

e field
 o

f fo
reig

n
 aid

. M
arsh

all's p
ro

p
o
sal b

o
re 

u
p

o
n

 th
e S

en
ate co

m
m

ittee's d
elib

eratio
n

s in
 sev

eral w
ay

s. 
F

irst, should the com
m

ittee support the H
ouse com

m
ittee's de-

cision to elim
inate the inform

ation program
, the S

tate D
epart-

m
en

t w
o
u
ld

 b
e d

en
ied

 a to
o
l it co

n
sid

ered
 essen

tial to
 co

m
b
at 

com
m

unist propaganda in E
urope against A

m
erican econom

ic 
aid

. S
u

ch
 p

ro
p

ag
an

d
a w

as n
o

 sm
all p

ro
b

lem
, as in

d
icated

 b
y

 
th

e atten
tio

n
 g

iv
en

 E
u
ro

p
ean

 sen
sib

ilities in
 th

e fram
in

g
 o

f 
M

arsh
all's p

ro
p

o
sal. M

arsh
all rep

eated
ly

 ex
p

ressed
 co

n
cern

 
ab

o
u

t co
m

m
u

n
ist p

ro
p

ag
an

d
a in

 E
u

ro
p

e an
d

 d
u

rin
g

 th
e su

m
-

m
er o

f 1
9
4
7
 h

e d
eliv

ered
 a m

ajo
r ad

d
ress sp

ecifically
 d

e-
n
o
u
n
cin

g
 it. S

eco
n
d
, M

arsh
all's p

ro
p
o
sal m

ad
e th

e estab
lish

-
m

en
t o

f co
o
p
eratio

n
 b

etw
een

 th
e S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t an
d
 th

e 
C

o
n
g
ressio

n
al ap

p
ro

p
riatio

n
s co

m
m

ittees ev
en

 m
o
re essen

tial 
th

an
 it alread

y
 w

as, sin
ce b

o
th

 co
m

m
ittees w

o
u

ld
 b

e in
 p

o
si-

tions to exert m
ajor influence over C

ongressional action on the 
M

arsh
all P

lan
. ( In

 fact, T
ab

er w
as ex

p
licitly

 id
en

tified
 b

y
 

M
arsh

all as o
n

e o
f th

o
se w

h
o

se resp
o

n
se to

 th
e H

arv
ard

 
sp

eech
 h

e m
o
st feared

.) T
h
is w

as th
e settin

g
 in

 w
h
ich

 A
d
-

m
in

istratio
n

 rep
resen

tativ
es testified

 o
n

 th
e S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t 
b

u
d

g
et b

efo
re B

rid
g

es's co
m

m
ittee. T

h
e issu

e o
f in

tern
al se-

cu
rity

 w
as q

u
ick

ly
 raised

 an
d
 th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t rep

re-
se

n
ta

tiv
e
s w

e
re

 c
ritic

iz
e
d
 fo

r th
e
 S

e
c
re

ta
ry

's fa
ilu

re
 to

 
m

ake use of his pow
er of sum

inan-  dism
issal. T

he S
enators in-

d
icated

 th
at th

e p
rice o

f th
is lax

ity
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e a cu

t in
 th

e S
tate 

D
epartm

ent's appropriation, undoubtedly from
 the inform

ation 
p

ro
g

ram
, an

d
 th

e actio
n

 o
f T

ab
er's co

m
m

ittee left n
o

 d
o

u
b

t 
of the potency of this threat. T

he S
tath•D

epartm
ent thus faced 

b
o
th

 th
e lo

ss o
f a p

ro
g
ram

 o
f g

reat im
p
o
rtan

ce to
 th

e su
ccess 

of the M
arshall P

lan and a serious conflict w
ith the appropria-

tions com
m

ittees if it failed to satisfy the S
enate com

m
ittee as 

to
 th

e lo
 alty

 o
f its em

p
lo

y
ees. 

O
n June 23 ten officials of the D

epartm
ent of S

tate w
ere 14/1

1
  

sum
m

arily discharged from
 their positions. N

ew
spaper reports, 

b
ased

 u
p
o
n
 a S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t p
ress .release, in

d
icated

 th
at 
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and agencies as anxious as the R
epublicans in C

ongress to take 
strong steps in this field. 

N
one w

as m
ore distinguished in this respect than F

.B
.I. 

D
irecto

r H
o
o
v
er, w

h
o
 h

ad
 lo

n
g
 b

een
 an

x
io

u
s to

 m
o
v
e d

e-
cisively against the forces he felt w

ere subverting traditional 
A

m
erican values. G

iven the circum
stances of increasing public 

concern w
ith com

m
unism

, C
ongressional interest in this issue, 

and H
oover's im

m
ense personal standing am

ong groups espe-
cially concerned w

ith internal security, the F
.B

.I. D
irector w

as 
in a strong position. H

oover seem
s to have com

prehended the 
situation fully. H

e indicated this in A
pril by asserting the right 

to conduct a full background investigation of any incum
bent 

federal em
ployee on w

hom
 the prelim

inary check of F
.B

.I. files, 
required by the P

resident's loyalty order, developed "deroga-
to

ry
 in

fo
rm

atio
n

." A
s th

e lo
y

alty
 o

rd
er h

ad
 sp

ecifically
 left 

the decision to m
ake such an investigation to the head of the 

em
ploying departm

ent or agency, and had specifically desig-
nated the C

ivil S
ervice C

om
m

ission as the agency responsible 
to m

ake this kind of investigation w
hen requested, H

oover's 
action seem

ed a blatant effort to expand his influence over the 
loyalty program

 and thus over the entire federal bureaucracy. 
In the opinion of S

tephen S
pingarn, a m

em
ber O

f the staff of 
the P

residential C
om

m
ission that developed the loyalty order, 

H
o
o
v
er's m

o
v

e lo
o

k
ed

 "as if th
e F

.B
.I. w

ere su
b

v
ertin

g
 th

e 
T

em
porary C

om
m

ission's report and the P
resident's E

.O
. w

ith-
out so m

uch as a by-your-leave to any of the interested parties 
o

u
tsid

e o
f Ju

stice." T
h
e issu

e w
as b

ro
u
g
h
t to

 th
e atten

tio
n
 

of the 'W
hite H

ouse and precipitated a m
ajor show

dow
n be-

tw
een the C

ivil S
ervice C

om
m

ission and the F
.B

.I. that clari-
fied the attitudes of several im

portant individuals in the T
ru-

m
an adm

inistration. A
ttorney G

eneral C
lark strongly backed 

H
o
o
v
er an

d
 in

terced
ed

 w
ith

 th
e P

resid
en

t in
 h

is b
eh

alf. 
T

rum
an, how

ever—
in the w

ords of a note by C
lifford—

felt 
"
v

e
r
y

 strongly anti-F
.B

.I. and sides positively w
ith M

itchell and 
P

erkins [of the C
.S

.C
.]. W

ants to be sure to hold F
.B

.I. dow
n, 

afraid of 'G
estapo.' " A

lthough a com
prom

ise acceptable to the 
P

resident w
as devised, T

rum
an w

as not optim
istic that it w

ou
ld, 

stick
. A

s h
e w

rote in
 a n

ote to C
lifford

, "
j, E

d
gar w

ill in
 all, 

2
0
4
 	

T
H

E
 T

R
U

M
A

N
 D

O
C

T
R

IN
E

 A
N

D
 M

C
C

A
R

T
H

Y
IS

M
 

th
e em

p
lo

y
ees h

ad
 b

een
 d

isch
arg

ed
 fo

r reaso
n
s o

f secu
rity

. 
S

ecretary M
arshall, in announcing his personal review

 and ap-
proval of the dism

issals, stated that several of the ten em
ploy-

ees h
ad

 b
een

 in
v
o
lv

ed
 w

ith
 a fo

reig
n
 p

o
w

er. T
h
e in

feren
ce 

w
as w

idely draw
n that som

e of them
 had been C

om
m

unists. 
T

he ten dism
issed em

ployees, w
ho had been granted no hear-

ings or statem
ents of charges, found them

selves stigm
atized as 

disloyal and unable to find other em
ploym

ent. T
heir requests 

that they either be presented w
ith form

al charges and an op-
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 an

sw
er th

em
 o

r p
erm

itted
 to

 resig
n
 w

ith
o
u
t 

p
reju

d
ice w

ere ig
n
o
red

. It w
as n

o
t u

n
til th

e p
restig

io
u
s law

 
firm

 of A
rnold, F

ortas and P
orter accepted the cases and sub-

jected
 th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t to

 m
o
n

th
s o

f leg
al h

arassm
en

t 
and adverse publicity that,its officers agreed to perm

it all the 
em

ployees to resign w
ithout prejudice. In term

s of its political 
significance, this w

as decidedly not a happy ending, for the 
D

epartm
ent had show

n itself either unw
illing or unable to of-

fer any basis for the dism
issals and thus seem

ed to have been 
m

otivated only by a desire to appease the appropriations com
-

m
ittees. T

he W
ashington P

ost likened the S
tate D

epartm
ent's 

action to the A
dm

inistration's concessions in the area of policy 
to

w
ard

 C
h
in

a, an
d
 ex

p
ressed

 th
e v

iew
 th

at M
arsh

all an
d
 

L
ovett could have been induced "to defend so indefensible a 

procedure" only because they "w
ere the victim

s of, ruthless 
blackm

ail from
 the appropriations rulers on C

apitol H
ill." T

he 
com

m
ent w

as appropriate. F
ollow

ing the announcem
ent of the 

ten
 d

ism
issals, a su

itab
le co

m
p
ro

m
ise w

as o
b
tain

ed
 o

n
 th

e 
b
u
d
g
et fo

r th
e o

v
erseas in

fo
rm

atio
n
 p

ro
g
razj 

T
he R

ees bill and the cases of V
incent and the ten S

tate 
D

epartm
ent em

ployees left no doubt that the C
ongress w

ould 
continue to press the A

dm
inistration for m

ore aggressive ac-
tion in the field of internal security. T

his in itself w
ould have 

provided the im
petus for continued attention by the A

dm
in-

istration to the question of subversion during the spring and 
sum

m
er of 1947. B

ut the driving force behind concern w
ith 

internal security w
as by no m

eans lim
ited to the political in-

fighting betw
een a R

epublican C
ongress and a D

em
ocratic ad-

m
inistration. W

ithin the A
dm

inistration itself w
ere individuals 


