12/23/72
Jdear Js,

Tour two mailings of the 18th, one with the casuettes end roturns and the other with
1.tters and clips, cane midday. I've read the letters and soumc of tho c¢lips, & pleasant
acco.ipunicnient to lunkh for both of us, and confess a veakness and a2 character flay
that should not be inceuprchensible to those with 50 lon; a career on the othe: gide
of the moun: with more than three hours beforc having to et read to go to the iic¥onald's
Lmas purty, gnough time for o wide varicty of unpleasant work,ranging fro: on the danage
suit to dunning wholesalers who owe us noney, I welcouc the op ortunity to avoid it,

' Lil will get her afternoon fun decorating our living tree, I ve brought up the deco~-
rations and have the tree righted, with plastic to hold the .ater that will bo necded to
keep it frow drying oute With hot-air heat of your oun und a warmer cline you'll undere
stand how dry 1t can get in a tight house and really cold outside weathers

I'1ll address several subjects separately. Y

Je's tabulation of the Times non~delivery reminds me that the mystery of how I got
tre BOP convention iscues is solved: a friend who now lives in Mlami dic it. That deliveries
can be AT bad is incredible. There arc days the *ines doesn,t get to this town, cxcept
to nail subscribees, but nothing like your service. Service?

Warren tapes: Lesar said that Jerry is petting a nteauscript. If he does it will be
more convenient and cheaper to zerox it. If Jin nakes a copy for me, L'1l l.nd it %o youe
I have all the show, I think, becausc I set the WV 40 up for the Comrdscion stuff only.

The cassette on the Craig hung somehwerc near the ende 1've kept both, so between them I
an cetain I have all. I hive a £ dend near HY who does close %o comnercial worke L brought
hin and Jerry together. (lie is the young man who did the fantastic work on the 2 film for
me, beginiding with a copy better than any the feds have and who asked us Ho be godparents
of a first child, due in rebruary.) Lesar asked Jerry to get hinm to make tapes, so Yerwy,
who can cali hin free and does, for hours, didn't <et around to ite

Tarred manholes: as I sup.ose you did, I im ediately thoight of Yealey Plaza. I have
a Jean Valjean file on that, not as good as it was betore L loaned *illian Castellano all
Zy driginal blueprints of Dealey Plaza before and after reconstruction into th. plazae
These were the trucings on that fine white substance, not blue prints. They included all
utilities and show the old bldgs., addresses, citc. I finalyy, after wmuch letter-uriting,
g0% some back, snyway, aside from the original Lifton/Castellano/Harcus paranoia on this
and Garrison's gross corruption of tie .ork done for rme by a radical-right fan/ouff s Al
- Chapman, there rcmains a quite legitiuate basis for believing the unique sewers there
could have figutes, esp. the north grassy kmoll, If you ever get hers, I'll show you soue
unusual pictures, for to drain %he very wide Ters right-of-way and thc flat acres of
parking lot, there had to be sewers much higher than the street, There werc two ncar
there, both large enough for a man to get down into, both leading into o 30" pipe, and
what 1s I think most likcly,of the possibilities, both well-suitod for the hiding of a weapon

4nd, the stockade fence at that point has been usliered, liy pictures show this. So, if
anyone in the WH or 55 had becn catching up, or if liizon is at all paranocid, there could
be legitinate reason for an effort to seal the manholes. Espe if there was what we have
no way of kno.ing, zany talk about something. There is another possibility I think more
likely than the gravel-tar mix, which would have meant the whole surfacc had to be
redone or there would be big bumps: fear that souecone pdght have tri.d to open from inside
thexxttunnets, vhother elect., gas or phone or sew.r, (#lashback on resurtacing: JFbulles
used to be a custouer. Iis hone was in the fine section north of the park that is +the north
side of Hass Ave IIW near tl.c embassies and the igval Ubservatory. Thc roads leading +to it
were in terribl: shape but for some reason nothing was ¢very done to repeir them. Then
hurchill came to town and lo!overnight cvery strect he'd be driven on going fron the
Sritish cmbassy to the Dulles home thut had not been resurfaced rccently was,)

Je hhas a note of saue date, 12/17 referring to rhilae The reporting you saw ap.arently
was inadequates Uhe pigs got pretty rough in " ndependence" Siuare, with thosc who uade
slight protest. Jixzon had but few strects to specd through. lis chopper landed in center
city \also called that) where reconstruction has procceded to the destruction oi w11 the
old buildings and the ereciion of Just « . highrises, lcaving lurge, barven flat arease
He landed opposite 61d Bookbinder's, if you have beun to +hila and romenber that, the
original onc not far frou the docks and Front 5%, scveral blocks south of iarket. The
distance was less than a ten-oinute walke One of tho {few advantages of TV new. is being able



sec such ovents vhen the cumeras are there. The square is not large but it held nore than
1,000 and included hecklers on the fringes. It was a phoney deal, a contrived non-political
campaizn ap_.earance stuck on the Treasury. What is interc:ting are the SUl: notes,

tying his atypical behavior with other events of which he was part, the stall anc the
¥ ench ildission boubing. (pid you notice the coincidence that yesterday we nailed only

thos. of ggmtrics now not closust to use, an. at least three at that?)

Your wef +to thue weather coincides with o card =il got from a friend who used to work
at Ylock's with her and has returned to rlacerville on her husband's retirement fron
Aerojet here. She said thay then had 12", more than at any time in 20 yearse I remcmber
the heavy moisture deposits at night there, theose steep hills, and auking Hal what happened
when it froze. ¢ said it never did, which I found reassuring. Must have been had things
slippin and sliding for a few house there! I find the same advagtages to our conmparable
weather, which is nmuch more severe, but I also find disadvantages, precluding mild
exercise I daily coue %o believe is important. (I went for a walk in tie rain thi a.oe
simply because no walic had been possible for the two previous days.) Except for getting 1il
to and from work, I never worry about being snowed in for that reaspne Therec is always
enough to eat in the house, so we can make do from cans, and therc is the rirepluaces
Just last night I was thinking I'nm going to have to speak to the son of a friend who has
decided to become a smith and get the kid to make me a pot-holder for ite 1've pot the
pot, which goes way back in lil's family and I rescued from a chickenyard almost 40 years
ar0e L've uven got cowme nice 5/ 3" wrought—iron barse. We just loot the scason's first ice
vesterday. The local kids have be n icu-skating and playing hockey on our ponde

The Burns/Globe piece represents the lkind of pain I feel once in a while, wondering
if I ghould send it or if something would be a burden, 4 you kuow, especially vhen £ do
not have tine to read, I've been passing the buck and hoping heaclines would inform,

e both enjoyed iuch your description of the trains and the attitudes. I guess what was in
part in oy mind is the current US insensitiveness, for the many cars we have and do not
use would be a fine gesture to the people:of Yhina, not the government, if there were to
be given, They have beeh amortized and there are in this part of the country nany rather
decent ones now not used, aside from Pullman's I share what you suggget would be the
Cninese atiitude toward them. The only times I've used therc was no choice and I've never
been comfortable in them. They were then the zlternative to sitting up all night or what
there was of the night at a time when I got very litile sleep under good circumstancese
T:e comzittoe for which I worked at the enate had a llew York ofiice. Uoing up of coming
back I'd catch a midnight train, which pérmitted a long day's work, within wolkdng distance
with heavy brief cases in Vashington and on the subway in HYC, The Pullman's would de
detached in D.C. and I could stay in bed, if not sleepingmuch, wntil about 7 aeie But
I pever found anything about them less than uncomfortable. iiy last experience might

terest you. I went to Dayton to do thePhil Donshue Show (Crossley, later syndicated after
necessary extractions). ‘hil had been great when he was on radio. I dic his show regularly
by phone, including ~heh he had lastOminute cancellations., The last oi’ those was once vhen
I was driving to FYC to close the deal with Dell for WWII, lHaggie Fields was there and il
knew my first stop would be to_see her at the Pierre. I hadn't much more than gotten into
her room when the phone range % was Phil, Lould I go on in 15 minutes? Ly then agont was
in the same block and I monopoiized his phone for the next two hours., isnyway, “hil asked
ne to go to Indianapolis to do a show on a companion Crossley station, giving me the plane
tickets and a nice reservation, so I wente As soon as I got there a blizzard set ine The
plancs were not flying the next daye I was on an early onece So, I tock the tiain, by the
time it got to Indianapolis maybe 5 hours late. Dismal station, %toov. With each mile the
train got laters I got a roomette, which is a bit nore inconvenient than the berths. 1%
was unbearably hot. Had to shift at Harrisburg, where there was this same bliznarde. Ve
got to iarrisburg I think about 6 a.m. iHaybe 7, but still darke I got up to get a bite to
eat and a cup of colfee a little before H'burg, went Zinto the diner vhere its cotire staff
and soze of the crew were, and they refused me even a cup of cofee until the crack of
the hour, even thougsh they knew of the coming shift in a cold statdon vhere there would
at that tine be 1ittle or no fo.d and onto a train they told me would have nonc for another
delayed tripe As I recall, we got to DC close to 2 pemle, more than 24 hours after cntraining



Unlilce what they used to be - pjerhaps you can remember when diner foud was poud, ag
it always was in the east before WWII on any line I was on, superb on shme - diner food is
peetly punk. So, I'd eaten little at the beginning. I was not alone. bveryone grumbled,
Well, by accident a wouan sat next to me at some puint agter we left H'bury and noticed
what & wa worlkdng on. I think naybe it was that she came into the smoker for o smoke, She
started a conversation. She was a pro-tarren member of the Jeanette Dankin brigade. Iine
on Vi, and shc was going to X for a protest march or demonstatioh, but unthinking on
Warren. While we were talidng a rather expunsively dressed man came in and joinod us. e
never jave ne his name but he said he was LJ's lawyer on communications, I guss the radio
and TV properties, He was quite interested, didn % argue, just listened.

With o population the gize of “hina, a country of its size, some of the torrain it
has and the exceptionally scnsible at“itude it has toward civil aviation, I think they
could, indded, use some surplus Biiliman cars, for visitors, press tours, transportin: the
ill and aged, an. the use of govermment ofticials who will be unigve if they do no% have
work they can do while they travel. i'rom the slsop f ble of the nmonket wrench, what a
Job soune comuune could do of refurbishing themd Then therc arc the cars that had full
rooms, Somu could be made into hospital carse No, I think Nixon, wlo has to be one o the
less considerate men alive, has missed a real bet heree They could ship a fair number
alnsot free as deck cargo on grain ships. They might be unwilling to accept them, especially
nowe But we are insensitive this way, one of the minor things I had in nmind uith wy
Geese for Peace projecteNothing the Peace Corps later did got as good a play and it cost
the taxpayers not a single penny.

I was aware of the esscnce of the YTimes 11/27 story on the Yuben rcorgonigzation,
ilot the few quotes in this picpce, I didn ¥ see what lies behind it then and don't vet,
If you sev anything special in it, I'd welcoume knowing, I can thin: of unrsported develop-
ments that could trigeer it, with an eye to the Tuturec.

The conuections oi tix new head af ITH in U0 are very interesting, cuspe with Uchsgner,
who Joins the executive cowmrdttec and what L 4 not lmown of, the duath of Yobue There is
quite a story in hime 47 1 huv:zngt told you and you are interested, ask. ‘e hated Shaw,
fired hin personally, and then not only perjured himself at the trial but arranged for
Shaw's handwriting expert, Appel. He switched the ITH from its original concept to a
real-cstate project, and he seems to have held puch of' the adjacent land. This ¢lip is
valuable as an indication of external support for what I'd developed that Garrison didn't
and I did not.give to him that can defeat the Shaw vivil suit, Shaw perjured himself as”
Garrison didn t charge because he never investigated Shaw and thus didn't know. If he had
even been civil with rutual friends, my original deed bein: one, ho could not have failed
to know the above and nore, That is vhere 1 started, by taking time and listening, That
the strong connection with the Cordell Hull Foundation continues is interestin; because it
seems to have been a CIA front. Garrison fired only one staff lawyer of whow 1 know, the
one who knew the inside of the I f om having been on the inside and fronm having conducted
a secret investigation for Governor Clemonts when he was its head. Jinm wouldn't even 1lfsten
to what that investigation shoved, Shaw and Bermudez raising and spendin;; noney on scholar—
ships to Latin students whoa could not be found and at wrons home addressesse Interesting?

That gen of Je's, liartha totin he bale as of 1970! Scrubbin'? haybe that is the part
of he;; pa:t that flashed back in lie.port Beach? But the picture of “ohn hzs to be right,
I can t picture him doing any real work, nov or ever. Only wheelin' and Yeelin'.
‘ il is hapyy with The dagic flute, tietropolitan broadcast, and decorating the iree
(with decorations going: back to WWII except for a few nade and seni to me by that strange
chick in Lew Orleans, fro:x whom I rccenily heard xm from Houston vhere, she says, she is
in mortunry school!). Continued in separate nemo. Lost,



