Harold ¥Yeisterg
Rt, 8, Frederick, iid. 21701

Dear iy, Trumbo,

late ons of the nights of your ap.eerance before the ilouse Up=imerican Comdttoe
I answered a knock at my irlington, Va., home and found Dmytryk there with a man with
whor hadworbadaaasgzaﬁifzxmﬁmhr, Charles Kramer. Eramer came right to tho point
whon I invited then iny $6lviEintod help naminst the committes.

Iemaldanddidmpply:xt,whatevartheyuunbedoflitemllytbonmﬁsofbumof
research for what would have bean the first book exposing the Unimericans, including what
1 needed for my own protection. I have never seen any of thds precious mterial since,
never heerd froxm Kromer or Doyiryk, and the book was no longer possible. If I recall
Duytrid's subsequent history correctly, 1 presume this is all new to you. Be finked.

" Your group did not fight as I urged, and thc rest is history.

You could have wone I had a tougher fight and did, They paseed a law still on the
bo:»kstogntmandnnassociatemdaad.convolmdaspwialgmudjwytoinﬁictxm.
hold up the appointment of she U.S.ittornsy for the District of Colunide to insure indicte
sent, Although still a brash kid, I ook the grand jury away from the prosccution and did
what 1 think hus not since been duplicated, forced the indictment of a ocmdttoee agant. Dies
was forced to cop & plea for him,

_ Like you, before tids I was what cww o be called a premature snti-fascist. I learnsd
very young -~ before I was old emough to cast my first vote —~ that the weak survkve the
poweﬁhlmlybymdafeaﬁng,byatﬁcldng.lnmrdef@edmmlfmﬁsti&w.Ikept
attaciing him. The vomaities hes never daved print ry testimony. In order to fight the
mwwlomﬁdmidsuffeﬁngyonrf:;ulhmitof'ghtmyasmociata,amnoldam@
to be my father, an expericnced and competent mmig, vithout compromiging his connoctions
with the trade-wmion novemsnt; owr Establoshmentarfan lawyer; the wily prosecutor, uho
knp‘u:lw.k:ingtoxsgrfniendandlmqmrwmtlmdoinginaboutamofmuingby“.:ho
pmmmammmmcﬁammmmbereaftm&mjm;wﬁmmeﬁufom
ofummeswasbutom.lntiwend.thispmsacutw,laterctﬂ.efuar—crimsmsecum,
hadaamchmspectformﬁmtmmmmmmeaoftmwpandwjmﬁmmmtm
by others, including Dies, that I might in the future noed,

So, 1 introduce myself by telling you what might indicate thst you suffered more than
you neod have. I think you did, I tiink you could have won.

Thecostoftmtnighttommmchmmﬁmtm1osaofﬂwmzmuseﬁor‘btmt ,
wmti;mﬂmmamrd:forthem.lmloatwjob.Imt}mnmandspecial-mta
direetorofamdiostaﬁmownadbgafzienﬁshommmhi.nmdem.Hehadheenedi‘bor
of & magnzine for which, prior to Pearl iarbor, I had been Washington correspondent. He had
had the courage to print the definitive investigations I did on Sagi cartels and rolated
esplonage. (Some was no hot that nobody would touch it.) Whem he was fired for it - Mg
mmﬁmdm&:ﬁahndorinﬁmmdlmwywm—lthnam

b in Washington. World War II, when I wound up in 0SS, I was assigned to him there.
mmmM@mtwommﬁmﬁswmmmaammm.m
cribbed and appeared as the novie 0SS, in which Cagney o)

mew’nwtlmmmmmmm@msw%m
‘boihinhlkmdbeentransfermdont}naplitﬁngofoss.thacﬁ:arpartbeeomingm Tou
may remomber that incident. +t was the first of the major "secuwrity” cases, in which 10
people were fired for no given reason. All but two of us were Jews. Onc was nerried to &
Jow and the other was a case of wistaken identity. All were over-educated intellectuals
mwmtehmh&edfwwmhmldmamjoﬁtytmmmﬂm,w
free counsel (the late “hirman Amnold and Abe Fortas) and by fighting tho right way, agzain
wone ¥hen I could be employable after this history yet lost employment with a friend efter
trying o help you and your fellow wickims, it o.med obvious that I could no longer exlst
employed by others. This brought about a major change in my that I think could make &
£ood book and a movie, a coubination of The Egr and I and o, Builds His Drosm
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iamung, 0l ail impossible things, was ruined by the military, leading %0 & precedent
lwad.tlbenemwasmdinthemthsﬁngeles&irpurtlmt.Idecidndtomm
towriﬁng,mmmgamokmnumtmmxpmeatow,m‘omzmwymm
ainated, and that, too, made & major change in owr lives,

All of this, for the first time in yeers, came back to me after I met Anthony (xinn
at the imerican locksellers® Association convention this past June and he gave me a
publisher's prome of two chapters of his Waok. In them he aludss to this peried and to
the Scottsborv ase, that inaccurately. I knew sbout it from having taken in the man who
%as really responaihle for the Scottsboro defense, louis Colman, a forwer writor who was
woridng for the International labor Uefence on behalf of political victims. Colmsn's Py

I wrote wrinn's publisher abokt the fectusl er—or so it could be corrected, wrote
Wmﬁd&.mhhbyﬁaeﬂiﬁarﬁmtw&ttmmbﬁngfomar&oﬁtolﬁn.m
i huve beard nothing from him gince,

Tnis, by the way, is not 2 "touch" letter. Decguse it zgy 80 easily be mimintermeted,
it i not easy to write.

¥han the rdlitary ruined our farmring snd with it gy vife's health, when a courtroom
victory and the later effort of the Secretarv of Sefence Mmaelf could not end it, I had to
liquidate the farming, I@tmagantm“ewxoﬁ:,hadahandshkedealuitha}mhhm
for a book that he and the ggent thought would meke & movie, and then JFK was assassinated.
Frow uy investigative and political-annlysis experience in intelligenos, soue ¢ inps were
obvious probabilities to me. I aentmragmtaleadandsmwmmmpﬂyhatnymt
in & wildly hysterical rewction. It twrned out to be valids nothing other then sycophancy
mmﬂi&n&&ﬁmmﬁﬁxmwlapmmmudmtmmmjmwm
tions. I became my ovn, got a contract for m book, coupleted it 2/15/64, the first book on
the assassination end the Warren Comomission, and ulhile the publisher was still drooling
into the #11, telling me that without adveriiaing $he salesmen had edvance orders for
about 25,000 copies, he bxoke the cont act. ‘o didn t evea return the sanuscripte. I had
to recoustruct dt. I'd writter in such haste that I™did not have complete carbons of all
of it,

I digress for whai night anuse Joue In the course of acting as By own agent af'ter
this, I nade what pewmed Like a fhrn arrangement with the Saturduy ivening Post for chapter
use of parts of the book, which is titled WHITEWASH: TH: REPORT Ob THE WARKE BEPORY, The
Poat said 1t preferred daling we with an agant, arranged for iHex Willdnaon, of littauer
& Wilidnson o represcnt me, andinamtterofweekaﬂwdealmm,mrdini‘:m
Wilkinson. This Mﬂdmmﬁlm%m@w%m.ﬁmm&w
procpted an interast in it. The most superficial irquiry showed incdding eith sy
going to Littauer & Willkinson, 5, Howard lim$, then working for CIi, slso becmme ascociated
with them, WEITENASH, as did the lead end swmrary, said Oswalc had to have been intelligence.
Becense all of this must sound parancid, I atiach a photocopy of “unt's biography from Who's
¥ho for 19645, marked. I can supply sy notes of meetings and correspeondence with the agency.
Under a variety of alias¥s, luni wmokos the same reprosontation, &s in Contemporsyy Authors.
He wasg with CIA, engaged in domestic intelligence, until 3he last half of 1970,

Ultirately, I was forced to print WEITERaSH myself, I tiink I invonted the "“underw
gomnd® book to do it. It becumo a basteseller in that format and in roprint, Hetwsen
eliminating the neod for comucreial publishers, making a success of what more then 60
publishers refused to publich after favorable editorial aswesswents, and persisting ou a
subject about widch the government was renlly uptight, I brought down upon mywelf a PoveED-
ful curse. I am as close as one cun be to unpublishablae

The net result has been virtual bankruptey and no prospect at mll, I have been cheated
out of large sums by publisbers wid wnolesalers and am without the moens, of hiring lawyers
to do anything avout it. I have copies of editions in reprint never accounted for, for one
exanple, Hail fraud is comonploce, The Post Uffice hag ngreed, hes takem one of the canns,
and has fallen ailent. They uom't even tell me to indulge in sexunl solfesatisfoction, And
to couplicate it & bit more, I have had the temerity to0 sue and beat the FEI and the bepurte

ment of Jusidce,]l even ot n swrary judgenent sgainst thenm in one case dealing with the
agsaagination of Phrtin“lnth*-.r ne. gr.. snnthar tabna. ’
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on tds), avout $35,000 in debt, have en expectuble Sncom: of sbout 52,000 & year, carmod
by my wife in parthiine euployment (this is about 4/5%hs of whet 3% fekes %o service my
debt), and continue t0 do the couuercially amnd politicelly unpopular vosk I began when
JFK was killed. Fost of the non-Urweliion work on the sdnjeﬁt?usbeendonabyimspomimsa,
another hacdicap. However, 1 have preserved a reputation for intoghity 4n it and have
developed sourcss in what is regarded as “the other side", includine a foir aunbor of
locsl =nd fedoral officials, frmer FAL ajxnts, prosecutors, expcrin, etc. 45 & resuld
1 have whet was withheld from the Warron Sowdsasion, the most significant of uhich is not
vorbal but officisl documnts that were suppressods Hothing was obltained clandestinelye
My files include, I would estimate, porhaps 15,000 poges of FE roports. There arc st

least 2,000 of them i've moi yet had Wme to reed. (Until recantly I workod a 20-hour

day, but I now iry to alecp sbout six hours.) If o man porsonsily end enstionally involved
in hi=m own work esn offer a dispessionats ap.raisal of 14, I'd say you =ould be hurd-put
to find another of its mognitude, By office nolds 10 £ile cabinets, 1l full, ond there

is enortons overflow in my basement. <his does not coubl my enrlier work, anti-fascist
investigstion bafore end after Pearl liarior. it conteins officisl ovidencs that wowld not
be cpedited iu s novel. *t is, I think, the wost definitive study of the woridnge of
federsl spooks, including but not Limited to the ¥BI. (I Lave garbome ol Cli swrveillsnce
of me, 0 cite auother exawple.)

Whzt I on trying to sepregent i ootween 35,000 and 40,000 hours of workl and s
yield, I think your own exporlenceg permits you to translato this iuto normal workdng
periods. Inﬁmetemsiteqmlsahomaoymrsoruoﬂ.

iside Srox the politically-~uwwelcome JFK assascination, in the course of this work
1 have developed what might ensily meke 20 socielly-useful dbonky several with movie
potentinls 48 I e and mealise I'11 never be able to write them, whether or not fron me
they cun be publishsble, I have started to give some away. I gave onc to a black writer

_who promptly lost his public-reletions job with Eastern iiriines in Hew Yorke If you think
this is paranoid, I'1l send you the tape of Mis $u1line: ne what haprened to hin. Another
o ihec Wife of & senior Dentma editor, If you doubt tids, call Welter Glanze 2t Bantunm
in liew York, 765-6500. Still another cen nske an updnted Citizen Kane, sbout & ouch
richer nan then liearst and fros his former chief of security, o former P3I agont. like
this, sovernl of the non-fiction pro; arties 1.nd thersclves to Tictional trestmemt.
it least one might make o TV series, of the antd: i fhmuuad .U.ke’%e;}lmker. This
8wy is real ond & friend, the post honest erouk I've ever met. ﬁostﬁm'&opiwl tolny.

But I can' t do enything with theme I would like to be able to, in part, of course,

1o be able to swrvive abd continue with the work t}m&I 3059 sl dodng today, work 1
regard, rightly or wrongly, as important in any Xind cieby. 411 of these properiies
mtpmofmuorkwﬂmwwmwmmm, I bolieve, in theme
selvas, worklibilo endsavors that can ediher help make a better soclety or help deter the
inemeasing awtlordtarianisn I foresas Yars ago and mve $ried to cozbat.

In & sense, Immmmmmmﬁw&whichmmatmaﬁmpf the
opening cf this letter, bat with considersbly less ittorary talent. The unique thing yeu
were sule to do is be¥ond my duplication.

So, I urite in thoe hope thatyoumybeabletoan&willingtohalpinmtmm
you can. Lot for a touch or financisl help of any kind but for assistance with what 1
trdnk is workhuhile in today's world and cen make its own way. I have enough to keep a
crew of young writers going for years. 1'd 1ike to b® ublie to keep going yself.

I ean t ask you to iovite me out tiore so I can discuss theae things with you bocause
1 can't think of paying for the trip and there is uo longer interest on the campuses in my
voTi, honce no speaidng cngagements. I lave not bugan to encapsulate the past that might
interest you for other than literary urposes. Example: hov I brake up the neo-fascist
Senato investigsiion of the movie industry in World Var I, by a Scnator who hal been a
friand {possible because of uwupaid prouotionsl work I'q earlier dome to help the wovie
Confessions_of a liagd Spy)e Hor have I encompassed the full sweep of my recent work, of
wiich one $hjystrotion is my confidentisl relationship with Jumos Ear, Bay. I have dozens
of hours of taped intervicws with lim, mesbora of ils family and forner asspeintes, several,
1ike him, intervicwod insdde pexiausesccurity jailse A bookelength babess corpus petition
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Without having ever net or correspouded with pim, I was able fo get hin to ask a lasyer
I trusted torepmsantlﬁnsi‘terPex-eyFormwt Iim away. ¥hen this friend fumed out
4o be both irresponsible anc disspirited, & young lawyer who has yet to have hic firet
client or his first case aud I did the entire jobe The literery rights romain wmine, asids
fron whet becomes public domsin in courte Hy cerrespondence with Jaues Hay is bous~lengthe
(This, by the way, is work entailing sous persondl dangers for L bave learnec just about
mntlﬂm;meptw?mpzﬂedtheﬁimandlvwimlwuwwﬁ.Dnﬁnaﬂhli@om
threats, ané 1 bave received some sophisticated one, likc the pluylng of ihe soundirack
of:ﬁ:anemmwmatzx%&&thuMWoiwcmmw,
1 suspended investigution at this point.) sust today I got & lotter from a man fraued
because of his carlisr associstion withi Jumese I onclose & €[ egpin to establish my
Yona fides in what must seem egotistical or paranoid, and in conlidcnce. 1 ildnk what
happened to him could moke a book, perbaps a movie. 1 huve it @il 3n his wrdting and on
wpa.lin‘berﬁwodmminﬁdeleavww&rﬂx tﬁsm&tm.mlanwinmlwtwris
Larry Finley, of the Chicago Baily Hews (512/324-2121), Jobn is Jumes' brother, also
fraped, 4180 in Leavenworthe

Please do not assume that I open this letter with refervnce to ny efforts to help
you and your sasocintes when you uwexe in distress because 1 cousider that you ode ue
sonething,. That was not my purpose and it is not xy feeling. If I can take time to help
mmmmm&smm;fwmﬁmafﬁfmmwwoft}w
principle involbed, it should be obvious that in & case lilkow yours, without eriminal
‘tgint and of political motive, peither then nor now did or do 1 believe that victine are
in any way iudebted to{ v who might try %o helpe I would, in fact, argue that such
help iz seliish, the 8 man justifies his life.

You are, today, abitolﬂerthanl.xouhweyourovnlifeanditadwanﬁsand
desirves, pnrlmpaycurounwo:kandgourmmhlcm.ﬁsaf the last oo I saw you on
W, I think with Cavett, younemmdvimmasamlmgeﬁ.cmou&h. But 1 know how the
years Woar ons, baving lived 60 of them pretity fully. If you can do nothing, I can
anderstand it, and you owe no no oxplanatiocngs, either.

Icloseuithamggesmonl}wpeyouwinmtmgardasamme'sarﬁme’uow.rd
& giant. I am one of youwr carly admirers. I thdnk the time 18 propitious feek tryine to
do with Tho Komarisble sndvew what you have done with such success with Johnny Got His
Game Poday's teen-agers and young adulys pesd it as I nooded it and other great work
of that era (not all by men who heve preserved their integrity, my ourt bow and swirling
cape to you!) when I was in those years.

HAnceraly,

ilarold Wolsberg



