Harold Weisberg
Route 8, Fmden(ﬂ{' Bd. 21701
4/16/73

Dear Mr. Naliz,

¥hen Victor Nawasky's March 25 article, sent me by an editor friend, ame today,
I could not put it down. The farthur I got into ii the more 1 became aware of emotional
rection, I write as soon as I finished the piece, still under the influence of my
reaction to it and sone of the quotes and opindons in it.

I am a part of that history only one of you knew, Through him I became one of
the unknown victims of it, Barlier and later I had my own similar experiences, with
the same comnittee and with others. In one of these I also had exporience of my oun
with the man who was your lawyer and had been my friend.

If nothing else prompted this letter, the Dalton Trumbo quote on not insulting
finks would, for 1 think by sny rational standard he insulted me in not angwering a
letter I write him February 15 recounting part of this history. I also wrote him
about s month ago after seeing some publicity on the film he is writing, when I feared
he was getting himself into something he did not really understand and would wind up
seriously comprémising his personal integrity and corrupting history with it. Since
then the little doubt I had has been resolved by luarming the identity of his collaborator,
He is a man I know as a literary théef and a commercializer of principle. Hore, he
justifies literary thievery as proper. What can be Trumbo's curreat ethical g‘banduvds it
he would hestitate to give what could be taken as insult by finks and he can ¢ find time
to adkowledge the lotter of & man who suffered from trying to help him vhen-he certainly
necided help in the past and then offers the same in the present?

Before rocounting the history you do not know, let me also tell you that I told
gnmho, in effect, that there is & ourremt blacklist, that I am on it, and that I have
socizlly-useful properities with good comuercial prospect I would like to share and, if
nothing eloe were possible, would give awaye. I am as close as obe can be t0 unpublishable.
In addition to my other "crimes", I invented the underground book. If this is not emough
to bring down curses, well, I1've sued the Justice Department and the FHI ¢ successfully -
have the FBEI in court right now, and if I can obtain counsel, will be suing the CIA,
some of whome surveillance of me I have, I realizs how paranoid all this sounds. I can
promige that if it means anything to you, 1'1l send you copies ofxthe proceedings. Ask
your own lawyer how comion a Supmsry Judgement against the Department of Justice is.I
can send you a copy of the one I wonk in federal court.

I lmew Harty Popper through Vito Harcantonio, who was 80 close a friend he lkved
with me for several years, in Washington. Marty was not in touch with me when the tem
of you were bofore the UnAmericans. Deytriyy came to my home one ndght with a man with
vwhon in the last half of the 19308 I had been a Senate investigator, This man knew I
had besn investigating the Unimericans and plamned a book on that investigation, They
left with the guts of that books. I have nover heard from cither aince, not has a single
faperoftheboxesefmateﬂalmeytmkm’bemretml. So, I don't have the booke
t would Bave been like no other, for I had the official records of eveBy cont the come
nittee had spent. This was before the day of xcroxes. 1 kopt a crew of three typisis
busy for 20 or so days just typing the official records. (At the same time I got Father
Coughlin's accounting of his income and expenditures and gave that to Jack Spivack, if
yoummberhishook.)

I was then a young man. As you know, generally the older will not listen to tho
youngers, I think if you had fought the Undmericans as I hed, you'd not have faced or
gone to jaile They passed a law to get me, held up the appointment of the United Statee
Attomey for the District of Chlumbia to be & faderal judge to get Mm in the right state
of dedication, convoked s grand jury %o help the endeaver, and then lesked what was




going on in the grond jury room to &n associate to get idm to lean on me. In the end
the Unimecican agent was indicted and I was not. Martin Dies copped a plea for him and
he got a two-year semtenoce, Mithout trial and the attendant publicity. Dave fine bocame
a federal judge. And I gave Dmytryk enough to get iertin Dies convicted as a comuon
Crook, ashissumsar,J.Pamll(Foemw)Thomsm. (I4d you know that Thomas was
the gift to Congress of the bond house whose dominant figwre had tried to promote a
white-horse led march on Washington to overthrow the govermment during the depression?)

There is another "10" of whon I was one - nine Jows and n case of mistaken
identity. We were all gumsarily fired by the State Department, for no given reason. There
was such a law, one of the Helarren Acts. They could do it and they did, at the behest
of anti~Semites who then ocontrolicd the House Appropriations Comdttee. Goorge Marahall,
you may remecmber, was a great Secretary of State. My fellow victims were all ivory-tower
type intellectuals. None wanted to fight. After I heated them up to where they would, as
a group, 1 sopght counsel for us, Having known Marty, sotten frunk with him, driven him
around and things like that, and knowing the svowed principles of the Hational Lawyers'
8uild, in which he was thon the honcho, I went to “arty. Sure, he'd represent us. Only
before wo did anythin: he'd need $5,000 in cash, on the line, How we were ordinary worke
ing stiffs not in demdinma, liost of us were fresh from the Army. ligybe we could have raised
the noney, but I wouldn't try. The lote Thurman Armold, aided by s pertner, Abe Fortas,
took the case free, on principle. We won, too. If getting re-instated and a}llowed to
reaign was victory. For those days I feel it wanse The way we fought we didn ¢ get as
far as court, snd a reporter won a Pulitser ‘rime for his part. Thet was the last time
I saw Harty. It helps me understand why you didn ¢ fight as I had and why soveral
Consthtutional provisions besides the First imemment were mot part of your defense,

It is not only thai one fights, it is higw one fights, The Unimericans came for me
bafore TV, Howsver, they did not dare have s public hearing, did not dare have radio
there, and to this day have not dared print my testimony in scveral execubtive sossions.
However, getting the UnAmerican agent convicted didnAt really impede them. I also got
proof that they had plaglorised an entire report from an obscwre newasletter, word for
word, faithful to every gramatical and typographical error. All that meand is that the
votes against the comsitteo were increased to perhaps 15% of the House, from less then
10 I gave this to Hercantonio, who made a truly memorable, extemporandeus speeck on
the floor, the first "I-holdedn-my-hand™ specch of the era. He read first from the
UnAmerican “eport and then from this newsletter. It wes dramatic, exeiting and futile,
1 am, in this digression, addressing your opinion "if we had won the McCarthy era would
not have occurred“s Hy own perhaps pessimistic view is that because the comcitiee served
tho neods of an Ameriform fasciam, as did FcCarthy, neither you nor anything could have
stopped 1t or the egrly .

- lavasiy mentions Ian Hmter. e and I were soldiers together in 0SS, with other
gallywood personalities. If I may inject an effort at hamor, I was the only proletarisn
in our shop. I slone had had basic militery training, Dick Wilson, our first sergeant,
didn't even know what the comaands mesnt. While I was there, until I got a medical
discHarge and was rehired as a civilian, we had one military formation, Dick stationed
me in front of him, soc I could translate into the English Hollywood types could under=
stand .hat each comrand moant. He then told the rest what to do. Despite this, it was a
Chaplinesque fiasco.

Here I intend more than an aticmpt at a joke. 1 don't know how clear Ian's recol-
lections » 1 am addressing whother I can make credible assesoments of the commerciel-
1y viable. “his is one of the things about which, given my ciroumstances, I wbote Trumbo.
Before discharge from the Amyy and rehiring for a different expertise, on Hazi cartels,
in a different shop, the last thing I did subsequently appeared as the movie in which
Jdimzy Chmmey starrod, "0e.5.S.% I do not think and I sm not sugesting that Lan cribbed
it, another of that period was the movie "Gung Ho!* It is I who resurrected Evans




Fordyce Carlson from literary oblivion. 1 got $100 for the story from which the

movie was taken, I donSt think experience has diminished the Judgement this reflects,¥
sknuldyaulmowﬂnseuhomi@:tbemtemstedmwmtl‘ﬁﬁzﬂ:couldbemrthﬁﬂle
projects.Oneofmmrmd,Ithink,mkeammdmmbopiealwsmmsi@i-
ficant "Citizan Kans".

Thare is enother way in which the paths of principled Hollywoodians and my own
crossed., Bavasky's reference to Bdward G, Rohinson reminds me of it. He starred in
Warner's "Confessdions of a Nazi Spy." This is the story of how the prowiiazi Senste
Tinvestigation” of the movie industry was killed,

Warnar hired a New Yorker, Wellington Roe, to promote the movie. I met Roe at
the New York Newspaper Yuild bar/mesting place vhen I was frecw-lancings The man who
intm&mdug.anediboroftheﬁnudﬂepom, told him I waz fairly well connected in
the Sengte. le knew mo from whon I was a te editor. For such a movie, naturally
1 wae willing to help., Tho latc Scoator Yerlpd Nye, whi 1 knew, had a bill pending
thatcouldhavebeenhelpedbyﬁwmﬁe.",u&mlproposedit’boﬁye,heagmedto
arrange and sponsor a privete, official showing of the movie before releasajmthe
Department of Lebor suditorium. That was before we got into the war,

Nys, Warner and everyone elss forgot this when after we werc in the war Nye had
hig "investigation" going. When he singled out this movie as what to him was &
horrible example of ™war propaganda" I was less shocked by that than by the fact that
nobody remcmbored. When this became clear, I reminded Frank La Falce, Warner's
Yashington flack, he told Harry Warner, Harry told “yem to his face, at the hearings,
and that investigation ended on the spots

0f course, 1 have no way of knowing what if any of tlis ancient history interests
you or any of your fellow victims, There seoms to be a renewed public and publishing
interest in thet period of our national shame. You, all of whom were successful and
establiéshed, suffered real pain, Bowever, there were others, not successful in the sense
that they had great reputations or financial resources, whose suffering wes no less
great, if not greater, end who have not been able to recover, in sny financisl scnsce
One who followed you, Cedric Belfrage, has a book about to appesr dealing with it. He
is gtill) 4n Hexican aoxile, m r?ﬁhé’mufglnyt weck.As a result of large but
w%%% ge%cr disillusionment for g.y}): %gg'and continue to respect
his non-movie work. To me, when he says the finks were equally vietimized it is like
saying that when a cragy driver wrecks a ¢er and suffered a bruised toe, he is equalily
the victim of his own reckless act as the pascenger who is crippled for life,.

If 4n his day Marcantgnic was a radical, unchanged, today,be would not be. Ho more
are the things you and your fellows suffered for saying, thinking and doinge Those things
can now be sold, for they are accepted. This, today, the people can consider them and the
country is better for it. But the people also need new information, as they need the
repetition of the olds So do the younger people, who are not familiar with what todny
is this old. How I wish that those who had beon atifled in the past had set themselves
to seeing that ideas would not be repressed in the futurel

Begt wishes,

Hszrold Veisboerg




