Dear David, 9/26/74

I find a lotter like yours of thu 25%%, despite what fros your moini of visw
is curiainly intended as usdefstunding and patlence, desply cicturbing. So much so that
while I's quslzomed 2t 4 rome %o bo zble to sompleds one of $9¢ lant and a complicated
chapter in xr Watergate book, The Unimpeaclwent of Richard Nixom, I've lidd it aside
because I'1l rot be able to concontrats at loast wniil wftor I've respondecs

Without tuldng time to sorrect By PpoBe o

L have long boan aware that I oome socross 1iks & elf-conoeived iyugian, There
vay a tise whan those of whom I was fomd nnd we much younger then they haid to be to be
gy children used to comsider this avuicular.

‘ But if you want what & balieve to b+ the truth, it is rot at £ll that I have
thiz enormous solfwcmoept, Self-sa uwrence whex I sel onl on gomrthins, yesy with
loag substuatiating record. 3ut I do not regard wysslf ws sone kind of goriuc, &11 this
would Be 5o rewh easler if 1 4id or vouwlde The truth is sor: wallutterisg to Youe

I appear to bothis way and to asen this way boc.uss thore is so paraesting an
i compotonee In the filed, and Iu no case of wilden L lmow is tha invorpetent that in
the rest of hin ifze I probelly referred to politios) infantilism, It is true. Hot of
peeple vho are in othor arews licobuve or politloedl.y Swature,

It 3z troe that to resily obbeim any king of masiery of the mnouestionabls fa
of the sclitical apsassination wore effort thum almest aygone will Sovest fp his fctize
iz roeguiveds I'd ewy tist £ have put in mor time amd eifort thot mom. than 10 PhD's would
requirg qad there Ls go wash I doa't kuow!

But it is wot Wue that this kind of iise investuent is meeded to pee through
your Former friemd Lrow or rarwwell ARerioa or S0 kugh HoTe you wsen 40 tuke &t fuce
values Poople doan't analyse any wore. 411 have preconopptlong wnd with esough pulfe
coilidae and suwough drmadnation &1l 2an pee what imm t there suc be geltain of ite

I had sowe sdvantages over anyone else (aluost)~in lmowing FA had to be o fele
becswze I van copmosant of fis firab Fretendedly clendoatine swiecinge I tend %o as-ly

wimple tegts. “onemdity. ¥ I look out the window and sec rein fellinz I don't have
to voudrre But if I'n Yol the water ism voluntarily rumding whill, con I not?

hose matters about wideh I huve been in diesgrecment with others in the noest
have almost vithout excestion beon elememtale It wes fruntreting bovont converin: to
Tty to toil you the feeliny when I lmev that pvod minds believed ghele rorceshiit. Op
that othara, aleo bright, wove not wiso dishomest, sick, acif-serldng cor a coubination,

The surest way to wipopularity is boing consistently right., Thr surest thing in
my BING 45 that caly politiecd dmmburily Giheru Yherse vas alao heussty) blindea all
others o whet in all czses wee too goon trues Hot geniun ox xy pari. Prevailing stumidityy
Blictaess, Leturity, or o this rubjeet an irabllity %o think thinzs through, %o be
logical, oven reasomable,

You #did yous=lf oftem, iroludine im this letter, as dezoribiag Woodatein, hoth
of whom I knaw, as "Ivo dumb ldde vho didn’t have their feet on the grouad." They ave
not dumb, they had their fuet firmly on the ground, and thoy were ~gontidentiod -~
bribed with leaks to them. I have writien this, long ago, fror My owa experiences to
begin withe You are not in coniact with the real worlds ind I rcmain escentially nsive
and. trusting, odi a8 it Ray SucE. .

Yowr probdles ix Abt thet you lusk imside Imowledgo. It 43 that you can t discrizinate,
Biween what is ressonable and possible and what ismn't} betweem what can and eam be expeotsd
To be cowterproductive and hwrtful and what probebly von't be.

I also hold other vieus you may ind aigpolintic, When I sean the molitical horizon I
have gonzidereble difficuity finding »o0liticaing who today are betior for the coumtry tham
Taddy Kennedy. Fuck his pust. His present counts. But if you take the worst pomsible view
of his peat, can it begin to Le as bad as those Who Were part of oo rany countless muuders
and maiwings throughout the world, ©3p, in StAzia? So why badger him? fae Beriodieally
in the past I'd drop & nota, suying it required uo augWer, to als An, mawed lgriing I am
sure all were unwelcome, But I gave good information and advice with the probability of
correctness s0 great I recall uo error. I have uever been in his offios. I don't think
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take the time, sither, because the mospect of being really listemed to is so Slight.
But I guarantes I could blow his misd, if it is not locked closed. Amd that I d say mothing
about having even spoken to hin.

Time is another factor that makes me as impatient as I am with inquiries like
yours to which I rwacted so strongly. You didn't learm from Trwo, How many hot iroms
rezd burn your handa? There are my shoes to be walked in, %oo0.

I axz 61, I've lived 10 of the most hellish years on the work of which you kmow
and 20, of which 10 cnincide over what you would nmot helievs im a movel, Our famous
farming operatiom was ruined by low-ilying helicopters, with disatercus and continging
resulis. by wife 15 as comditioned as Pavlov's dogs. Awd as innocemte It was also fluamcially
rulmouse I borrowed 3500 for a down~payment to the printer om my first book. I've not
been ahle to finish msying M= for the last hecaunse of the fortumes out of which I'we
been gypved om all of them. 1% could mot be a more orgumized operation, if it had been.
organized, 1've never been out of debt im #11 this time, Ax I've beom &ble to ecllect
some of vhat 1s owed me ~ and I would not declare bankrustoy ~ I've paid by debt off,

It i5 not something like $7,500 only, about 3 20 of wast it wac.

At thiz »oint T was interrupted by a lawyer who is making an effort to collect
more than 34,000 a single wholeaplor oveg me, »lus interust

We live bnlow the yoverty lavel, on two days os minis-wage imcome my wife has
sach week, plus the =mall income from books thet ir sffect I contirue to borrow from
the printer I've not boen able to fimish sayimg off, In chort, even a stamp is a real
cost to use At my agn, amd with 5 moutnin serss, I wow by hund with second-hand mowers,
when as currently I have pulled & muscle and when a bad back and arthritin and bursitis
don't make it ille-adviaged,

But I sresiste I sus, I researnh, 1 write and only infrequemntly am I abed aftsr
4=42:30 a.me I dut in o day that would k1) nost people I know 3n en effort fo complete
vhat I think you can recognize as one of the largest teske o man has ever wundertaken., I
ask nothing on anyome tard I get nothing except alight help in the form of coples frowm
a fov friends). I have st least six books well started, more regearched amd resd for
writing, some going back to 1965. I do what at any tisas secan to hold the posnibility
of being mont useful,

In short T got 2t an dntumsity of which few men are capablz and af%ar long, long
years of it, ftrying to be productive, trying to accomplish vwhat X might be, trying to
got thirgs on neper snd trying to ssnwer questions from peopls zll over the world
‘because 1 recogunize their simcerity end foeol an oblizatior to mest their genuise desires.
It ig rare when one is coneidsorate anough to ircluds 2 return-addrosced envelope. This
whilc broke and past 61. Can you wnderstund my intoleramce of what is really thoughtlese=
nese, Teonle lik: you mot using your hesde 40 really try to think things +hrough snd u.skinc
me to spend time doing their thinking? .

Hone of this takes into agoount an amoust of work, often daily, ,on wodd not S
believe posaible to get whers we are or the Hay case, without a cent coming in from it .
and without all sy oxpences beding pald. We wore the subject of am exhaustive tux audit.
The autidot simply couldn’t believe tiat I gould travel accross the countryss go dowm to
New Orl.ans, over the Dallas, back o N.0. sac then cone howe and psemd less that $1C0
onr myself in 30 days. Would you live this way? Or be tolersnt vhem you havo for years
%o bs gble to ocope xnd %o bes abls to work?

So, try my shoes for a while, David, and try stretching your own mind a bit,
isdepondently. What you swallowed fron Trow should heve nade you vomit before he gave
you a partial emetic. You stuff on Farewell Amcrica will naks you ashemed if you are as -
dright and alert as I think you are. Sure you want amnswers, amc you should have them. Se
do countless others. But how much of this can one aging, tired, overworked amd broke ome
man supsly ead do arything else, including wot loring tds ;ationce?

Sincerely,



