8/25/16

Mr. Richard I, Gallen
7 W 81 St., 4C
Bew York, H.Y.

Dear Diok,

Ono item in today's mail rquired of me what when I was working on it reminded
ne of you.

Last night I completed the last of a geries of affiiavit drafis in respons: o
a load dumped on me by DJ. “efore reading and correcting them this hasty letier.

I presume that before now you have made your decision and change. I hope your
decisions is what is best for all of you. And makes you hafpiest. This requires more
than money. Sometimes I've been quite content in poverty. +t comes down to what has
meaning for individuals, a variable., What is right and what is wrong is also an indie
vidual determination ant another variable,

While I did not have this as it rolates to me in mind, suddenly it seoms asrroprlate,
in Pact uithout asking a conscious decision I did make one. However, chrcumstances Son-
trolled it, It is that without suprorty help of any kind of even & firm deal my first
obligation is 33 the cases I have in court. They have made further writing inpossidble,
But I'm reasonably confident, only for the present.

This is not in any sense because I an legs confident of the coumercial as well as
the social values of The iKing Conspiracies. Ra ther is it becaus: when I've compluted
it I still do not know where 3 am or what I can do with it. Under other circumstances it
would have been completed lonz ago and would be making money t?dx -« But I canc’,t control
thoze other circunstences and oithers sve unwllling to benefit u@ my experiences, which
are not their exporiences and not the ordinary ones.

In fact, under what is norual coumercial publishing circuustances this would be
true and there would not be any significant reduction in the other work I've done, I
am but one person znd I do have to do what others can do for me, like dackage bockse
But if I do not package books I cannot survive. Without gy promotlon they keep me going,
I have no choice. *his is why I entered into an essentlally profitless deal with Whirlwind,
to reduce that burden and still get the word around, (I've heard not a word from “ernan, )

*ntami'ctenﬂy during your period of silence I've thought of you. Once it was when
I was trying the inpossidble, to aatch up on filing. It has accumulated sinee before the
thrombophlebitias There was a short letter from you saying the Watergate market was
alrecdy £looded. It has not yet happensd. And the most important truths and facts nre
not yet oute Two years ago I had completed the dreft of what can determine the coming
election, properly used. You had %told me %his earlior, when you heard that Bantom had
pade & deal with Claric Hollenhoff for a Watergate book. You said it would ercanm *he
marke¥e I seid it would not hapsen,

My point herc is that I know you to be a very good and a very sharp person and
that this is not sonsistent with what d know of youe Not only do I Jmow your Judgement
tok be irfinitely superior to this, and your instincts (wiiness Barney and “‘cDonald, which
would have gotten hin indicted), but without it Yyou would not be the professional success
Jou gre. .

There are too many examples of this. I've been thinkdng about them in odd moments,

Especilally because you have sleo +old we you've never mown me to be wrong in
fact or forecast.



Bo we need a beiter exemple than Oswald in Yew Orleens? Qen years shesd of time,
today's regular of angled headlines?

There is a curvent illustration and it means problems for me.

ABC, wnich may be innocent in it, has hired Abby Man to do a Ming movie for showing
on next April 4. Ho is associsted with & number of bad people, all professional phage-
iarists. They:sare busily engaged in ripping off all the work I've done for so many

years without any kind of real support and no subsidy. Including a current book 2/3
drafted when & had to lay it aside. '

But if that work had bosn contracted more than 2/3 of & year ago it would be out
and there would be this groatly enhanced value to it. Theve would =ven be & secoad life
for it next year. (And this now is where the Playboy thievery hurts.) Instead I have
to spend an enormous amount of time fizghting to make inmpossible what it nakes possible
for the Department of Justics. Meaning ite non~appesrance.

There are small things it is also out of character for you to have forgoticn. lIike
asking De Grassi fo svnd me copdes of the papers fiiled in Damey's case against the CIA
to save ny wnpald lawyer thal much work,

In no sense sm i recriminating, If it were only over Dr. Segal I would not. (That
is a current problem I connot resolve until Monday, when he only local vasculsr export
returns fronm vacatfion. I have an appointment with ldu for thon.) Without that oue
thoughtfulness I'd still have no idea of what my medical reclibi-s arae,

I do not pretond to have thousght this throughs I havenkt.

However, I have more or less de¥eloped s belief, It iz fhat I represent a conflict
te you, betwosn what you might like to do and what you think in your own and you
family's interest you should and should not do.

If this 1is correct, than you have no problem at a3k, Self- and fanily intorest,
a8 you perceive them, nust be your primmsry consicderation.

There is nothdng wrong in this. *t is absolutcly right and you showld be withoud
any doubi, Doubts can fear you up. Yhat happened it Hogovin, reporied In thr curront
Esquire, is an exarple of what can happen. ihis was in $cday's mail.

I spesk from expericuce. I did not realize it but I vegan mekdng wy decisgon in
1967. I opted for whal meont and means wore for me. if I cancod say 4 look buek wit e
some regrets, I can and do soy + made what for ze os distinguished from chhers is ihe
right decision and I am contonte

Now I realize what I did - or didn't~ do instinctively. OF ths varions vroperties
and projects of which you asked me to send you brdef swmaries, I1've taken time for one,
If you can cali perhaps 25 pages a swimary. It may be a Very bed one. I've not teken time
to read it. I bopan 14 very early the morndng of the 28th, tyoing it. Then I toolr the early
bus to Weshington and contlouad it on a stene's notebook. Then I resumal with a tauze
recorder wallcing froz the bus station to the federal courthouseg_ My wife has typed it
and I've gent it to a friend in idoliywood for his sugzestions, He is no wheel, B is a
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production man., LI 1 did not meke & mesc of % it has potuntial,

You are, of course, an axperionced and a successtul man, L am older, with nor and
different exporicncess Frou them I tell you that what is right for me may be wrong for
you and that as your surcly hisve learned, thuie are no certzinties. Ve all make mistokese
This is what makes it important that we do what at any time we veiieve to Lo right for use
Hot for sthers, I we do this we may have regrets bubt no more. o worze, Ferfsciican is
not o state cof nane.

Best to you all,



