#r. Les Wihliten 8/22/16
1401 16 St., W
Waghdugton, DeCe

Pear Les,
Jere 1t o wrise an sutobtogravhy, which I will not, I'd title it Cassanira.

You xy#¥ should recall a warndng I wrotd you souu time beck. Perhaps you ¢on
see it better in tho Post atory of %today about which I've wrltten Larry Stern the
enclosed letter.

is 1t relotes %o Larry, I ask that you rogard it as private.
I do suggest that you r-ad the citations I give Larry.

Drew ond vuck were used., I knew it then and why. Contending with it was a zajor
problem. I was of limited success only. I've given you a clue I dld not give Larry.
If you want more £ill me in on Morgen. I've forgotien why he wes my prine candidaie,
initially the only once

Not only no autobiography - 1 éon't keop a journal dsepite urglogs. In recent yoars
I've started putting carbons in such a file on oocasion. So I'11 glve you a litile
buckground that may or may not be of value to you bub wlli meke a jhurnal item for me
and may later have archival valus.

111 be factusl but do not take all inforences as an expression of velief.

I had & contract for Whitewash xith the son of Frimce Serge Obolensky. Ivan was

an incompetent, His vice president, a Greck fellow who had changsd Rls nome(lwas told)
to Ledes was a more sinister personalitys, I didngt wanl o writ the book for various
reasons so they.provided an associate who wus not up to it slthouzh he was & Stenley
Yalker man, To meet the coniract I had to write the book in & month. I had to- and 4id-
deliver by 2/ 15/65. 1 sent it in taiss. 1 could mo even write the chapters in sequence.
what I could do Esstest L had to do first. When I reuched How York they were raving
about what Ledes called a "“gold~plated besteseller," Without eny promos they had advance
orders for 35,000, “edea told me, While I was workdus with a zogially-oriented wouan aditor
of the farther right extreme Ledes wade a trip to Uashinghon, returmed and tho book wes
rejecteds * never got t:e advance or the return of the manuseript. T dida ¢ heve full

oarbons and some were on the clear aids of nimecographed paper. Wasn't eaSy but my wife
gnd T d4d it rapidly. First plecs I went thoreafier, sent to the friend of a friend, waa
Prenger, whose conncctions then were nol kuown. ko goint in gving you a long historye.

I bocame a publicher boca ume of my experience with liberals at worton. Thay sat on
the boox For moaths. Even asked Lom Wicker for an opinioj. e was very decent frow wubaf
they told me. Then they wrote mo that 1f 1 would rewrite the book - and I'll nover gforget
this so I'm not chocking - sround page 138, lins 4, it would be a singularly isj orbant
sook they's be delightod to do. I resd this =nd roalized it would rejuire that I charge

sho govermment with coaspirdng to off JFK and refused, {Motive there is} proof ihers isn't.)

One of the reasons my writing is as elliptical as it is invelves my concept of ves-
pousibility und integrity. Sear this in zdnd if you reed that short pessage in Whitewashs
Unlogs the book has beun thrown away you have ibte I perconally delivored each of the firet
four to Ysck's door after phondng firat.Or those you know the fosi has all, as does Scott
Malone, Jim is away.

The 0dic wiory is true. I did enough checking. The ¥YBL knew as did the Counigsion.
Oply at the end did the Comzission éeclde no rug was capaclous encu. h for that dust, snd
Ton Wadden thinks daywey was killed, too.

Sympathetically,



