JL: CBS update, 9/2%/75 W

Esther called me from the south late this worning, she said to apologize for
not calling me buck yesterday. (I realized after she'd said she would that she would
not be able to have my letier to Rather read to them yesterdat because I mailed it
only yesterdsy.)

She seemed to be her usual, calm and composed self but she said they haa kept
gping lest night into the wee smgll hours and today had weather trouble, the huw~
ricane (wh3.¢h vhile it then had been downgraded from hurricane must still have veen
a bad storm with trouvies caused by it). Semething about sometime trying to get to
Hunstville and bheing lost somevhere, Huntsville, I suprose, is someone going to buie.

After alwost two nours of phone callz o a day whea, forsweately, there bad been
none earlier! \Rgmiirders in case thoy piek up agzistVWaldron and Fnloy.)

Y :

After apologizing she said she or they would be in touch after tiey got back
to Washington, which frou yesterday's conversation I take it will be day after
tomorrov.

I have sent you copies of what I wrote and 1 presume that at some point you will
call and perhaps we will di$cuss this more. Howewer, at the very ieast 1 will €unt to
have tinme to read svery word of every paper UBS has filed in ‘court and every ine
chambers representaticn of which there is & recorés I they cocline tais dacn I'1l go
no farthurd, While I can't imagine that wy interpmtatmn is nor rightk, 1 am willing
to take the time to read those records o sewe if thore s a possibility I misintor-
preted ithe few words you read ne.

This, what I regard as ageinst Ray's interest, iz the key thing. I'm not afraid of
- any dirtineas, although I gonsider that 1f Leiseor hsze bhie way thst wiil be their thing,
Especially nowe I've had dirtiness before, when I didr'y expect it, too, as well as
when I did. If you disagres, especiglly in terms of Rey's intereat, let me kndw when
you bave time. Ho rush because I'm not going to take any time this week anyway,with
all I have to do on PM.

Finley's call I go over in baste because you have no tiue o devote to it and
I told iz 811 I !mew, which 4s sueh thelr morgue did nod holde It Lad nothdng to do
with any of this, but he had an idea while we weru taliding that could make a legit.
storys go through the dayls} of one huld securciy fur bl Fresiaeal's probaciion when
he gets to “hicago soon.

Martin called ne from Austin, wherz he is golng sver the files. But to begin with
he asked me how I got aleng with and 414 T azree to be alred by CBS. I filled him in
briefly on the two major iuvsues. I told him of heving told Rather and Bsther about
his preszonce 3o they could check with him on Leiser. I then szid that from ny ex-
perience Leiser did nothlng that was for his '\stenslble purpose, preparing to prepare
a script for Rather. I osked %ertin 17 ke noted engrthing that could have been for this
purpose. His answer wxas "Ret while I was there." Barifer I wmt& you that leiser stayed
only about 15 minutes after Martin lafé,

As of now I'm inclined to push on this to make an inside-CBS record, with Martin as
an impartial but profesaional obgerver and to ask that these CIS people get for them—
selves what Leiser got from me on this visit that they, as professionals, would regard
as properly andi adequately szrving thls purpose. hven if ke uonted to et the feel of
me he did not take a line calemlated to accomplish this. One zdvaniage of this will
be to avm the hoasst people who, I rather suspoct, are alrzady io opposition to e
top line that Lesier, clearly, is seeking ta impliment.



