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Mr. Jerey k;ohen 
Newsmen 
Lee Anellen Timed 
Mimee eirror Square 
1.03 ene_lee, Ca. eDe53 

Dear Jerry, 

As soon as I reeeived your note of the 10th I etartee to write Donald e. Jordan 
in the way you segeeeted, through your own reporter to preserve Jordan's detachment. 
I was Je; the second graf, trying to introduce oyself to Jordan, when wy lawyer phoned 
about the most unusual of my many FULA eases - one in which I sought, amoae other 
thines, to prevent a media event by the FBI and to eimenieh the captivity of reporters 
to official sources. As George eerdner of the Foot will I'm sure say, among, many, this 
extends to those who agree with me about nothing. 

There was quite an intensive period of preparing for the eeeseency hearing. Then 
there was the hearing. Dardner's story encapsulates what hapeoned. I enclose a copy 
for Jordan, an part of an introduction. 

Afte- thinking about this a little I've decided that as a measure of further 
reaasurance for Jordan I'd write him through you and 4ohn tendell no you will both 
know what I write him about, that I an asking no properl, secret ieforeation from 
him, ene my purposes. 

After sly experienced with earrison it became clear to ao that there was no eossibility 
of even superficial unity among thooe of us who worn not satisfied with the official 
investigation of the J1'K assassination. Until then 4 had strong disagreements but I 
never aired them. Since then I have found the middle a lonely place. For some years 
I was entirely alone in my views and methods. Now a few of the responsible cues see 
things as I do and work and intend as I do. 

You nay recall that although I had agreed to be the technical expert at the Shaw 
trial you did not see me there. The N.Y.Times reported my presence at the counael table 
of the prosecution but in fact I was never in the courtroom. When I learned the essence 
of the so-called case against Shaw I refused to be part of it. told Oser and 4ardell they 
would lose and how they would lose, and that in cy belief they shoule lose. I returnod 
hew-and stayed there. Among those who can confirm thin to you is the one LA reporter 
who has stayed in touch with no over the year. and remains a friend, Art Kevin. 

I an not and never have been a gnspiracy theorist, as they ere called. I began as a 
reporter and an investigative report, was a Senate investigator and in World War II an 
intelligence analyst, and the ennner of my work is what you would expect of this background. 

I have not bean pursuing a whodunit. This ie beurauee I regard the assaesieation of a 
resident as the most subversive of cries in a society like ours. In the course of bring-

ing as much fact as I can to light I also examine the functionine of our iestitutions. 
Each of these aspects of ey work makes me very unpopular with those agencies who have 
something to hide, particularly the FE/ and the $X#011(  CIA, lens the Secret Service. 
They UK have waged an effective behind-the-ocenes campaign ugliest me over the yearn. 
ry first knowledge of this came from a ';ember of the delude Judiciary Coneettee in 1966. It waa repeated by some of those who were int rviewed by agents after I interviewed thee. They on a radio ap carance I turned on a private contractor used by the CL;. eefore he 
"defected" he filled me in, including with carbons of what ho file,: and other records. 



AB I kno. the judge stated and believe the Lardner story indicates I am largely 
responsiele .or the 1974 ameedeento to the ereedoe as Information Act. :since then I have made stronger efforts to obtain the various spook records on me. I have some from both 
the Fed ene the CIa ane they are incredible. Even with my experiences e never expected to fine what actualie did hap en. eoover, for example, told LW that my wife and I held en emnunl celebratiou of the Hemelan revolution and thee, effectively, enerented any interest in the content of my first bock. As of toeay I have received no elnele complaint about it and ito content romaine totally unfaulted. The aetuality le that there wee an annual religious event. The rabbi of the Jewish Welfare Boere, as soon as the high holidays of September were ever, brought eashington area service pe sonnel to our fern on a picnic. Ti eir kids could see wee hatch, play with lees chime, and ewe:Liege, 
SA:, fondle tome farm aniaale. -t was no more. And two months early, almost, for 
that revolution. 

In a cereleas weent so:Leonel is the CIA let me have a rucord twee-Vas eh:Leh it van written that the reeore hzd peen vieehnld from the Cleen g-aeral counsel. The purpoeo suceeedee Ha lied to my levee and said there were no records on me. In fact there were ninny, of 	ultieately obtained some. The present situation ie that they prefer for ne to have to sue to obtain the remainiee records rather than avoid suit by giving then to acs voluntarily. 

It is because I deal with fact and rather than depend on footnoting alone Generally publish faceinilee of previously secret records that I have been the object of npedial attention. The Fel vas so frustrated over its inability to prevent my wore or to find error in it that, from the records I have obtained, it actually coneived with an ant who has since retired for bie to file a spurious libel suit against me to waste me. He chickened, a3 trey also die. Another agent eeelled out hoe they eouP viol: to the law for what he reeareed as soeething 	ultieate in patriotien, to "atop" ne. He .am liko.iiee specific in reflecting him dedication to the brat arceidment - it waa 
over 2ij writing, which they did not aeerove. 

I have begun the deposit of all my records in an archive in a University system where it will be under the direction of a solid historian, a responsible man. chile I would have done this in any avant are.' had aereed to sever-al yearn before I beg= to send r000rde tears, what led ma to start earlier than I had expected wan acute thrombo-phlebitis in both legs and thighs in 1975. The damage vas irreversible before I was 
hospitalized. And in the eld:Ile of last year an arterial iepeirmont or impnirmente was diagnosed. These are not conducive to longevity. If L be 65 in a fee months. 

I an anal - us to obtain all these secret aped( tinfamationa of me to be able to rebut them while I an alive, a proviaeon of the Privacy Act and for there to be an independent evaluation by those who use tee archive I ae leevine. 
The CIA did hive improper interests in me. These extended to the dome etic area. I have copies of some of the monitoringe of my work and public ae:earanoee. come of thi3 %me deco through independeat contractors. I do not Scow all the placee ft was done. It was eone widely enough, for m to believe that when it teas knoen when I :mule be marine en appearance an arrangement was made for reports to be files in Lengley.(edd bereinze 1  have never said tee elA oiled 	and have often acid teary is uo reason to believe it and that I do not believe it.) 

One of the places I did sake apeearancoe is San Diego. There was a well-intendee (com-mittee there but it we nutty. ey efforts to restrain it were not euccesaful. I did make aevernl ool_ege epee maces under its auspices and I did receive extensive radio and N attention. I do eot know what if anyth#the CIA or the FBI die about it.There waenlao small gatherings. 



It 15 always poesible that far away frog. Waahington as 3an Diego is the various 
ofanns there used indopenr]ent juageuneac nod woolhhave nothing to to with ouch in-
trusions into what people say und believe and, au iordqn also put it, such a waste of 
'i..ta and effort. It is possible that if 1 was the reapiant of improper official 
attIntion it ,,:an whoa h. ww not there and be has ae ;:nowledge of it. 

However, the tail's interest in those of us who tievreed with the offintal acoount 
of the 	assasoination 	extennive. What is lean known ie the extent of its interest 
La 1;li °Jae aneaesination. 

With rogord to cotA essnanihationa the iepartuhr,', o' jihatico :led told two different 
federal courts the I know nom about th,im than suyone in the  th 3I. I b,licvr. that this 
tended to makc,  ms a more al.tractivs turrot. 

And going Lack to 1;71 the C;IA has bon stonewalling as ors Ay gOIA end PA requests 
to %ie.:, an =teat that + have filod suit ahainst it for fruad - from staking large suLa 
of Aoaoy from no una giviag u no record o in return. It does nut even deny this is 
true. The case, in fe4orul histrict court in WaJaingtou. is C..4.77-1997.) 

6o, I am hopeful that Jordan ney be in a pocition to help ee in my effort to obtain 
the stillouithhold records and to stop this kind of iutrusion into nerreotly proper if 
not as 1 believe eaa ntial domestic activity of Americans. 

It has even my experience that where I can specify withheld records I either get 
them or an exemption of the Act is claimed. This is a nituation that can bu decided 
by the courts. In eany eta efforts I have yet to sink n dry hole. 

I/do believe that if I an successful in this it will help accomplish ,hat Jorcan 
seeks. 1 have some other familiarity with that kind of waste of effort that cothlh_ be used 
for necessary :alrposeu fro my own government expocience of many years ago. it is not 
now. It also is not net in 11.tell:Lemoe agencies. I encountered it in my first assignmont 
in 	hveryonc got lout in all that paper to the extent that everyone niesed what 
was germane i.31 it. 

If he can help and is willing to help arid if he whets confidentiality 
this to jordanh 

My thanks also to you and Kendall. 
ho way, 1 have had no contact with yoor tiaahington bureau. thers use me to 

evaluato such releases as the recent ones of the al, most often to determine whether 
or not the uleterial is new or unreported. Exae7t for the 1.!.t,-..7.-nal bielotrind .a/hoot nothing 
reported in the recent stories is new. What was anid to have bean withheld from,, the Warren 
'ommissioa hart not been el-hheld. Sono of tho record.;, particularly boover's personal 
notes, not uamononly were phoney. 6o me were coves-than-ass ant self-serving falsehoods. 

The situation is not easy for the moat oonsoiontioue and connetent of reportors, 
particularly theme nho hold strong 	If your people want to ank me please tell 	them 
i to twain all the time 	ragard it an `art of my rehponoibilities. My phone in 301/ 
473-8186. 

Sinnasrely, 

Harold Weisberg 

can guarantee 


