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Deop Tetk,

Hapa wan =re heving e posd holifsy secescr, fie actually tonk & dsy of
and went ta & Waldan ugdding snpiverasry in my family, eeeinz friends unsesn for
wapra, “1lth b 11 pettlng & ecld €or bop rewerd. With har, this ususlly means
g kind »f Irryuzitis wnd 1 say she 1s unspgeacable,

Ly poference to tne Ben frenetsco renorter wes to tno men credited with mmeking
tha garat cut o the hsnosexual story.

¥y awn fesling, for -ome time, hsa besn that 3ylvis is bitter thst e @n~d .
bonx could ot wupesr when 1t was ready, thet she wes denied har right (es ehe was),
snd thet she iz titter, Howsvar, slthough 1 have had tima to lust berely bepin 1%
wron sks deals “ith othere she is in fectusl error of & kind $het cannot ba
sccidentel, Example: deting WHITEWASH as & pearing efter luguest, nhen she not arlv
knew batter but 1t bsars the publicstion date of 1965.1 have 1 norsd 1% snd her
aftsr telling her what I think n? her then-lotest tirade againam me, snother’
frlsificntion thet iz entirely unlike her. I not slso that it was deluted from
wke ¢ che sent Arnoni end he did nrint....You Bro, apparantly, right sbout the.
ervora in tts indsx as they relste to wme, Others have ssid the same thing. However,
thet 15 qulte understsntsble, for errors do ceme up in aditing. However, there wos
mm-le time on hsr boslr, ini 5Shey stoulé nok heve,..Her personsl problem, on which
you toueh, is, I think, more tragle., I understani that sfter s long-delsyed
marriasn her husband died young...lt has cane to thae point thet Vince sasked ms
Sundsy "Mhat 1s Sylwvie up to?m Hs to-d me that she and Thompson are meking jJoint
armaeranges,. She cannot but kuno: that hompaon has msda delibarnte srrors to
evolve 8 Tormula thst the govermmont cen live with. 3he and he havs be'n run ing
sround together on thwir work since the Bumier, to ﬂy iknowledga, fiis 1: perhaps
the mest sinister bo-k of all becsuse it hes ths msrk of a CIA job, ths pretended
criticiam that reallyseaks tn authenticata ell +ne major offioial conelusiona.

On Fenn's 1;/31 sditoris la L rava Jin the Hedlleh 1atfar. It elso 89748 that
Lieb:ler hed & pieture with hif, elthoisk thiz ray well rater tn the mers on the
curb, I wes in ilew Orlsans sfter the otorsy broke, I g@ot 8 young radio newsmen to
vhons snd fuestion Talthors. Be got Walthers to. gay what the depesition showed:
+hst ke Hsd nat been #sied about the hullet. “hers the government i hoeked con this
f8: 12 it pasn't » bullet, 1% was -pet 1likely s plece of the Fresident'e brain, snd
that, 1=z j.salx & dretguetiva ol the an rt...You wil) recognize most of that

story ss heving come frod »1 Chspmen, 1 huve given ¥im a missing dcture of ‘the scries,
shoying a hit nn tha concrete neoarby. I've scked Chopmen to check back »nd see if
ke could gt thls wad othsrs thet mey exist.e..and on Robert, it 4= =van worse then
Tepn rirhtly seys, 1 heve the SS investigstion, Roberit "protectad” Mering from the
explolters by setting up & 35L desl.He ot 10% of her gross 1n return for nothing
alea. Yo prize cow wes sver milked es thoroughly. The first thinz he did was separnte
‘bar from Huth “eins, the qnly womsn with whom -he could comnunicates

Hapa you o1l h-vs a good year coming. Our bost,
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Dear Lillian and Harold,

Really, Harold, you are the best damn guy to write to your friends.

I don't see how you do it, but it's wonderful, I get ashamed of my-
self, and since Penn never gets ashamed about anything I have to he
ashamed for him too.

Your letters are always so lively and interesting. And of course

the letter I had from Lillian was beautiful. ... I get up early too -
sometimes I work from 5:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. In the great part,
doing reading for Penn that he simply doesn't have time to do. ...

But I never get ANY THING done... Bound to be something wrong with
my system.

Re-reading your letter: No, there's nothing naive about you. I think
these people turn to you, and want to communicate with you, because
you project a quality of honesty. Glad things are breaking so well for
you. .. Don't you think most of us have a built-in disinclination to talk
freely with the fuzz? And that's too bad.

Neither one of us know anything about "the fellow responsible for that
obscenity with Reagan and the homosexuals. ' All that we have read is
about Reagan's press secretary talking to reporters (off the record?
off the cuff ?) on The Cruise.

Good Gracious, you certainly have been getting around and into such a
lot of happenings. “That's great.

About Sylvia: After I read her book, I wrote her and expressed tremen-
dous admiration for her accomplishment, Because I really felt this and
wanted to tell her. She wrote me a very sweet note, most appreciative.
She knew I meant it, and wasn't just buttering her up.

I do feel - but of course I didn't say this - that Sylvia sacrificed the

"element of time'' - her book would have been a super-blockbuster a
year ago - for polish, triple-checked accuracy, and a high quality of
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writing., You, Penn and some of the other critics might find in-
accuracies, because you have much greater knowledge about the
whole subject than I do. e 9 %MQ' MO .

Idid a lot of jumping around in Sylvia's book (reading it all, but not
in page order) and I used the index a lot. Do I remember correctly
that the index refers to you once or twice when you do not appear on
that particular page? And that other page numbers referring to you
are correct? I could be mistaken., I've read such a mountain of
stuff.

Of course I can't go along with her interpretation of Garrison. But
that's just the way she feels and obviously she's not going to budge.

It seems to me that the writing of each of the critics is bound to
reflect in some way their personal happiness, their normalcy, their
sense of achievement or non-achievement, their whole personality,
in fact. (If this is true, then of course it is true of all authors. )
But more especially, the picture of the critic is reflected sharply in
their letters to each other.

Now this analysis is trite and not expressed very well, But I think
that you and Maggie especially come across as well-rounded people.
And I don't say that Sylvia doe sn't come across lice that. But one
senses a loneliness there, or so it seems to me.., Too, Sylvia has
been divorced which is bound to leave some scars, and her health is
far from ideal.

The TMO "Garrison and Warren' blast at some of the Garrison supporters
is incredibly revealing. And if Sylvia said she didn't write it, I believe
her. Arnoni honestly and actually could have picked up her thoughts and
ideas by osmosis. He could. He really could.

Well, Old Buddy, this seems to have turned into an intensely personal
letter. And I know you'll so regard it,

~ With friendship,

.8




