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SKULLDUGGERY IN DALLAS
by
Milton S. Jones*
More than fifty ear-witnesses
perceived the sound of the firs
t shot as being a
"firecracker" or something othe
r than the sharp crack of a rifl
e. Dallas police chief
Jesse Curry drove the lead car
in the motorcade. 1 He heard "A
sharp report as a
firecracker or as it was the repo
rt of this rifle".
Secret Service Agent Winston G.
Lawson sat beside him in the
front seat. In a deposition Mr.
Lawson spoke of his
recollection of the first shot.
"I heard this very loud report
which at first flashing
through my mind did not say rifl
e shot. It sounded louder and m9re
of a bang. My first
impression was a firecracker or
bomb or something like that."
Secret Service Agent
William Greer drove the Presiden
tial limousine; he commented,
"... I hard what I
thought was the backfire of a moto
rcycle behind the President's auto
mobile.'
Kellerman sat be wide him.
Agent Roy
Kellerman reported, ...and ther
e is a report like a
firecracker, pop."
Presidential aide Kenneth O'Donnel
l rode in a jump seat in the Secr
et Service car
following the President's car.
He testified before the Warren
Commission thusly: "And
then the shots occurred---which
at Vat time, I did not know
as shots. My first
impression was it was a firecrac
ker."
Beside him was aide David Powers
an affidavit as to his impressi
who submitted
o95 "Shortly thereafter the firs
t shot went off and it
sounded to me as a firecracker.
"
Secret Service agents Clinton Hill
Glen Bennett, John Ready, and
, George Hickey,
Paul Landis who rode in this
car mentioned their
recollections of the first shot
as sounding like a firecracker.
Special Agent Rufus Youngblood
who was in Vice-President John
son's car testified
before the WC. "But in my mind
, I think I identified the last
two positively as shots,
whereas the first one I thought
was just an explosive noise, and
I didn't know whether
it was a firecracker or a shot
. It vems, as I try to think over
it, there was more of
a crack sound to the last two shot
s."
Presidential ale Clifton C. Cart
when I heard a noise which sounded
er stated, "...
like a firecracker."
Special Agent Jerry Kivett was
explicit, "It sounded more like
an ex1t6emely large firecracker,
in that it did not seem
to have the sharp report of a rifl
e."
Farther back in the motorcade
in the press car reserved for
the wire- services,
Merriman Smith of UPI wrote of
his impression of the event. "Sud
denly(we heard three
loud; almost painfully loud crac
ks. The first sounded as if it
might have llieen a large
firecracker. But the second and
third blasts were unmistakable.
Gunfire."
There were many more ear-witnesse
s who gave similar statements
impression of the first shot as
that their first
sounding like a "FIRECRACKER".
Consider that if these
impressions are correct, that the
first shot could have been a "SHO
RT" round lacking the
power of a fully loaded round.
Special Agents Francis X. O'Neill,
Jr. and James W. Sibert of fe FBI
autopsy on behalf of the FBI.
observed the
In their report to FBI headquar
ters , the wound in the
back was described as follows.
"During the latter stages of this
autopsy, Dr. HUMES located an open
ing which
appeared to be a bullet hole whic
h was below the shoulders and two
inches to the
right of the middle line of the
spinal column. This opening was
probed by Dr.
Humes with the finger, at which
time it was determined that the
trajectory of the
missile entering at this point
had entered at a downward position
of 45 to 60
degrees. Further probing determin
ed that the distance travelled
by this missile
was a short distance inasmuch as
the end of the opening could be
felt with the
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finger."
The slightly twisted shape of CE 399 appears to be consis
tent with that of a bullet
which impacted at a relatively slow speed and embedd
ed itself in flesh.
Immediately after the death of the President at
Parkland Hospital, the Secret
Service asked that the room be cleared. At the time
of the last rites and the short
prayer which followed, only four doctors, Mrs. Kenned
y, and the priest were present; and
soon, they also left the room. Two nurses and an
orderly then utered to prepare the
body apt clean the area. The nurses were thrgaret M.
Henchliffe.--, and Diana Hamilton
Bowroal6. The orderly_ was Avid Sanders . Secret Servic
e Special Agents Andrew
Berger
and Richartjohnson ' were stationed outside the
President's room to guard
against intruders. Nure -lienchliffe stated, "Well, after
the last rites were said, we
then undregsed him and cleaned him up and wrapped him
up in sheets until the coffin was
brought."
The casket arrived about 1:40 p.m. The nurses left
Trauma Room 1 shortly
after the President had been placed into the casket
. Their actions and observations
during the thirty-odd minutes they had control of
the body have not been adequately
examined. The importance of their observations has been
overlooked.
Consider if the magic bullet (CE 399) was a "short
" round, and the wound in the
back bottomed out. It is likely that CE 399 was embedd
ed in the President's back when
the nurses took possession of the corpse. The
President had lain supine on the
stretcher from the time he was removed from the
limo until he died. No one_ has
questioned the nurses about the condition of this
wound except possibly the FBI. Both
"nurses stated in their depositions taken by Arlen
Specter that they had previously been
questioned by the FBI. Specter asked no questions
about the wound in the back.- This
writer's FOIA request for copies of the FBI interrogatio
ns of these nurses elicited the
response that "Based upon a search of the central indice
s at FBI headquarters, we could
not locate any interviews of these individual
s in the files pertaining to the
assassination of President Kennedy." TheFAIAL_Ant
erviewed some two dozen medical
personnel at Parkland Hospital. These FBI interviews
are still secret. Dr. Kemp Clark
was one of those and he related the thrust of FBI
questioning. "This agent asked me if
I had recovered any missiles or fragments of missil
es from the President's body. I said
I did not, and he asked me if I knew anyone
Parkland Hospital who had recovered such
evidence and I assured him that I did not."
_The most plausible explanation of. CE.399
having been found on a stretcher is that it was extrac
ted from the President's back and
later disposed of there.
----- -The report of FBI agents Sibert and O'Neil
l mentions a strange event. "Also during
the latter stages of the autopsy, a piece of the skull
measuring 10 x 6.5 centimeters
was brought to Dr. HUMES who was instructed that
this had been removed from the
President's skull." Another section of the FBI report
relates that "Following the
removal of the wrapping, it was ascertained that
the President's clothing had been
removed and it was apparent that a tracheotomy had
been performed,
well as surgery of
the head area, namely, in the top of the skull." A
communication
from the Baltimore
Field Office to FBI Headquarters on November 23, 1963
included the following paragraph:
."A piece of skull measuring 10 by 6.5 centimeters
had been flown in to Bethesda from
Dallas hospital and this disclosed minute metal fragme
nts where bullet emerged from
skull." These FBI documents indicate a piece of skull
was removed from the President's
head at Parkland Hospital. If this is correct, it
had to have been removed during the
.period when nurses Henchliffe and Bowron had control
of the body. —..The_EBI was unable to
identify the courier who carried the.piece of skull
between hospitals when asked in a
FOIA request. The piece of skull did not accompany
the body in the casket but was handcarried separately. From whom did the courier obtain
the piece of skull and acquire the
knowledge that it had been removed? If the courier
had been someone other than an FBI
agent he would have been named in the
Sibert-O'Neill report. The 10 by 6.5 dimensions
do not match those of any of the three pictures
of skull found in the Presidential
limousine, as the HSCA would have us believe. There
is a material difference in the
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to produce a "one-gunman,
with the body before they knew what alterations were needed
It is quite possible that
schoolbook-depository effect" after several gunmen had fired.
and skullduggery in
hunting
r
souveni
the alteration of wounds was a result of rampant
Dallas.
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by
Peter Whitmey*
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