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The President 
The White Bosse 
Washington, D. C. 20501 

My dear Ur. President: 

e are enclosed the results of our 
Inquiry into 	 . 	•1. F. Kennet_and background informative relative 
irMirarrekis  meld. 	ni 2 N...1 fle/t./ e'er' if/  /4 j, 

Additional Information with r 	ct-Ait uj  (24  "irrrisi 1.4 
to this matter will be furnished to you when 7-ce available. 

0,, 5, Jr. 



November 23, 1963 

- 	. 
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. 

DALLAS, TF1C4, NOVEMBER 1963' 
 

President Joha F. Kennedy was shot and killed by an 

unknown assailant at approximately 11:30 p. m.November 	1963-, 

is Dallas, Texas.. investigation was immediately instituted in an 

effort to identity and apprehend the person responsible for this 

assassination. 
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building. A witness tò   the shooting ter the shots were fir by 

vacte 

van 	FDT:La 	

.003' 	' A`'‘‘41`4-  . -77 cassinsaw 

.1 	
)5 	

% 
 ° 1443 	

, . :':i . r  

4. .0«. 
• 

'O. 

ENCLOSURS Exempt Iron 
Date of 

/X g in----r7--  7  
tter 	

s 

i 	u.'• ROOMED TELETYPE UNIT CI 
6 3 — I " 1 1  q 3 3  

• At approximately 2:00 p.m., information was received 

that a suspicious person had entered the Texas Theater which is 

• located about six tenths of a mile from the four hundred block of 

East 10th Street is Dallas where J. D. Tippitt„ a Dallas Police 

Department patrolman had been shot and killed about 1:13 	 • 

Officers of the Dallas Police Department and FBI Agents converged 

on the theater and toot into custody Lee Harvey Oswald who resisted 

arrest and attempted to fire a .38 caliber revolver which was taken 

from his person. 

• , 	State complaint" were filed of Novimber 22, 1963, 

charibig Oswald With the murder of President Kennedy and 

Patrolmsa Tippitt. 	
• 

. 	 . 

- 	• -In;estigatio; has -established that Oswald was employed: • . tAj.. 

at the Tung School Book Depository which has been identified airtha 

building from which the fatal shots were fired at the Preside*. A 

fellow employee stated be to Oswald to work on the morning of N 	12,11)  

1963;..st which time Oswald was carrying a package of sufficient length . 

to contain a disassembled rifle and which Oswald said consisted of 

curtain rods:,' Oswald was-observed on. the fifth floor oil the building be 

which he valfemployed at approximately 11:5e a. m.,_ November 22, 

1983. Oswald was again observed inside the building shortly after ' 



Assassination of President John F. Kennedy- 

a white man from'a Window on the sixth floor of the building in which .. ' 
Oswald was employed. This witness later selected Oswald in a line-
up as the person who resembled the individual he observed fire the • 
rifle from the window: The witness could not make a positive 
identification. Mrs. Earlene Roberts, 1026 North Beckley Street. in 
Dallas, stated Oswald, using the name of 0. H. Lee, had lived at 
her residence Mace October 14, 1963, and at about 1:00 p. M. , • 
November 22, 1963, came to her residence, picked up a jacket and 
left hurriedly. 	, 
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A 6.5 caliber Italian carbine rifle with n four-power 'scope 
was found on the sixth floor of the building in which'Oswald was employed 
and from which the shots at the President were fire& Investigation by 
our Chicago Office has revealed that a weapon of thii description and 
identical serial number was sold to one A. Hidell, Post Office Box 2915, 
Dallas, Texas, on March 28, 1963, for $21.45. This Post Office Box 
at that time was rented by Mrs. Lee H: Oswald, believed to be the • 
mother of suspect. Oswald, at the time of his arrest, had in his 
possession a Selective Service Card in the name of Alex Riddle The 
recovered.  rifle as well as the..38 caliber revolver.taken from Oswald, 
were immediately brought to the FBI Laboratory fps' examination. 

It was determined that a bullet found 4 one of the stretchers 
at the hospital following the admittance of President Kennedy had been 
fired from the rifle referred to above. ExaminatiOn also identified 
two bullet!, fragments found in the Presidential car; as having been 
fired from this same weapon. Other examinations in the FBI . 
Laboratory are continuing. . • • - " ' 	-.. - 	1.. - • ' 	-- • - : •-• . 
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• • 
, - 	A brown paper bag possibly Wised to calry tie rifle Was-found .. near the window on the sixth floor of the building from which the shots • 
were fired. A latent 'fingerprint developed on this bag by the FBI 
Idesittlication Division wad identified with the left index finger impression of Lee Harvey Oswald. 

•• 	• 
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With respect to background information concerning Oswald, his 
birth date has been verified at New Orleans, Louisiana, as October 18, 
1939. He attended high school at Fort Worth, Texas, and according to 
records of the Office of Naval Intelligence, enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps at Dallas, Texas, on October 24, 1956, for a three-year 
term. He was released to inactive duty on September 11, 1959, but his 
military obligation continued until December 8, 1962. • 

• • 	According to information received from the State Department, 
he indicated to the American Embassy in Moscow on October 31, 1959, 
that he wished to renounce his American citizenship. He claimed at the 
time that he had been a radar operator in the Marine Corps and had told 
Soviet officials that if he were granted Soviet citizenship, he would make 
known information concerning the Marine Corps, which was in his 
possession. On this occasion he declared, "I am a Marxist. " The 
United Press on November 15, 1959, reported that Soviet authorities 
had refused to grant Oswald Soviet citizenship, but would permit him to 
live in Russia as a resident alien. 

Office of Naval Intelligence reported that Oswald had been 
undesirably discharged from the Marine Corps Reserve on August 17, 
1960. 

On January 30, 1981, Oswald corresponded with the then 
Secretary of the Navy John B. Connally, with respect to his undesirable 
discharge requesting that appropriate action be taken to change his status 
and indicating he intended to return to this country. This was followed 
by a letter dated March 22, 1982, directed to Assistant Director of 
Personnel, Brigadier General Tompkins, United States Marine Corps, , . 
at which time he made a similar complaint 

• . 	• 	• • _. 

	

 
- • 	• Information has likewise been received from the Office of 

Senator John G. Tower (Republican - Texas) that during 1981 Oswald 
had requested that Senator Tower intercede in his behalf with Soviet 
authorities, so that they would allow him to return to the United States. 

According to information received from the State Department 
on May 17, 1962, Oswald and his wife, a Soviet citizen, had been granted 
exit permits to leave Russia, and the State Department had biven approval 
for their travel to the United States accompanied by an infant child. 

-„- 
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Oswald was interviewed by Special Agents of this Bureau at 
Fort Worth, Texas, on June 26, 1962, at which time he was curt, sullen 
and arrogant. He declined to answer questions as to why he made the 
trip to Russia or his experiences while there. He indicated that he had 
been employed as a sheet metal worker in a television factory and admired 
the Russian form of Government. He claimed familiarity with the theories 
of Karl Marx, but denied being a member of the Communist Party or having 
renounced his United States citizenship. According to Oswald, the Soviets 
never attempted to obtain information from him nor did he make any deals 
with the Soviets in order to obtain permission to return to the United States. 
He disclaimed any affiliation with Soviet intelligence. 

Upon reinterview on August 16, 1962, he acknowledged recently 
visiting the Soviet Embassy in Washington, D. C. , but indicated his visit 
was solely to register his wife's current address as required by Soviet law. 
He again denied requesting revocation of his United States citizenship or 
allegiance to the Soviet Government. 

Av. 
.111. 

it 

According to information developed by this Bureau, Oswald was 
arrested on August '9, 1963, for disturbing the peace in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, as a result of distributing a pamphlet for an organization known 
as "Fair Play for Cuba." He pleaded guilty and elected to pay a few of $10. 

17.1C) 	Oswald was interviewed on August 10, 1962, at which time he 
indicated he was unemployed and had been in New Orleans for approximately 
four months. While there he read literature distributed by, the Fair Play 
for Cuba Committee which he considered not to be communist dominated 
or controlled. He corresponded with the Committee at 799 Broadway, 
New York City, and paid a $5.00 membership fee. He received a 
membership card in the New Orleans chapter dated June 6, 1963, signed 
A. J. Hidell. 

The Fair Play for Cuba Committee is a pro-Castro organization 
founded during the Spring of 1960, whose function is to propagandize the 
Castro regime. 

The 	telli ence 	 d that on October 1, 1963• 
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inquiring as to any messages. Special Agents of this Bureau, who have conversed with Oswald in D as, T 	 ed hotogr s of individual referred to abov 
These Special Agents are of 
was not Lee liar' ex Oswald. 

LEAL giikit 

• 

b 

Oswald during previgus int ews with altIFItAgents claimed to 

AoYAlt.A" 1 	 044.1„/ p 	I S4414  . 
have married his wife, Marina Nikoleavna Oswald, nee Prusakova, at Minsk, Russia, on April 30, 1961. He likewise claimed an American passport, number D092526, issued at New Orleans, Louisiana, on June 25, 1963, for proposed travel of three months to one year as a tourist to England, France, Germany, Holland, USSR, Finland, Italy, and Poland. He indicated an intention to depart from New Orleans during the latter part of 1963. 

Additional information developed by this Bureau indicated one Lee Oswald during September, 1962, was a subscriber to "The Worker" an east coast communist newspaper. 



Memo for Mr. Sullivan 
RE: ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT 
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Oswald's distribution of the pamphlet and determine if he was t) 
engaiFT-UriubversiVe  activities_ 
  

.1.nyestigatipn_in New Orleans disclosed that Oswald had 

been arrested-is renorted-if011i newspayWrlit7Ts.notid.thatT-shli. 

is the only arrest dtsclOsed in ihe-IdentifiTaiion Diyision record4). 

He-era-Ned to be i-Member  of the  "Fatr. Play fOrcuba_Committee" (FPCC) 

and-beame-inVOTVed-i-n-in-argument with..Cubali emigrants while 

paTihe fine of_$10. The 3-Cabif=grsan'i-irreSted with :0--linad passilig:blitTheutat4-7-11e- entered a -- plea of_gutliy and elietiLts  1)  

'were Vilaaried. -The arrest took plaCi-bn .13-9-637--  -- 

Oswald was interviewed_ on 8-10-63 by agents of the New 

Orleans office andAdvised -thatlle wa-iiiiieMOIoyed-andlEd. COme-To 

Ntw.....Qtreadifilout 4_months.preirIVUK14. --There he began to read 

literature distributed by the FPCC which he considered was not a 

communist or communist-controlled group. He had sent a letter to 

the headquarters_of_thisSommittee  at 799 131374.-dWay.770W-3rOrkiCil-3, 

STtli -S.d.vTg.in-g  that he wished...to . join—the Committee. During  the_ 

latter art of May,1963.,--lie received through the liar a card made 

out - frill is nameandd-signed .by-Y.:71-:_ Lee
' 
	that 	was=  he Was„0. 

bembef-Uf-theTnationil_organization, A shoritime later he_received 

a whiii-card which made_ him a member_of:ffir-ffew _Orleans chapter, 

ThIlaialiai-dittgl 6-6-63 -ands signed A7-.17Hidell. He bad...nut 
seen Hidell but falk-e_him on :the phouCafaInR0iffZnded meetings 

WIEFTUCIT-Inimittcs_but did not know...any...0-0e other_personA 	0 

Who attedded.be-Cause  they  were known. only...by their :fiat names. 

= 	Investigation also disclosed that on 8,...,21-63 Oswald 

appeared on a radio ro ram called "CQueLsaThinSarte....111ancfig" on 

radios  nri66WDS in iW-WrIealla  with Edward  Scannell  Butler, 

staff direc-ai-iirihe  Information CoUngif  of-TECTRrical  which, 

I

6---6Trion s ciaLues...itriblitionnEmticommuni5SJAgatinail 

material to tin American countries. curing  the OfogKAL  OsvalT 0 

to 	1-/-thi-FPLL is not communigt-controlled and that he, 

swa d,.,is a Marxist. 
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To Jim Sonar and .ark Allen from "arold Weisbarg 4/1/85 

Today's Anderson aolumn tells me why isal Whitton did uot ;hone and read his 
piece to DO to be certaia of its accuracy: Jak took it away from him and did his 
usual with it. In fact, it had been so long I assumed that A'so had either lost 
interest or lacked time. 

The local paper, which (tool; not carry all Anderson columns and often doea not 
cafty what it does the ease day as the i)ost, did not have this today. 

This also tells us what the Wx Post finds fit to print on the asoassinations, 
apolosl.ca and bull shit. 

And some silly mindreading, too. 

Eatsenbacb propoacd the Commission prior to the collection of any intalligence 
that could have auggested a Vaatro responsibility for tho JFK assasaination. 

And while without doubt there were tine a that LBJ believed there waa a Castro 
involvement, he also beliaved and expressed his belief that the JFK assassination 
was a conspiracy of which the VIA was part. 

And, of course, there was no "inquiry frou the Waahiagton Star." There was the 
FIU's idea that its then city editor, Sid Epstein, sire the letter the FBI would 
draft for him to sign, and ho did just that. • 

Oh, well, it im no worse than come of the great successes of some critics. 


