
W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 M

erry
-g

o
-ro

u
n

d
 

B
y
 J

a
ck

 A
n

d
erso

n
 &

 L
es W

h
itten

 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 T
he L

ibrary of C
on-

g
re

ss o
ffe

rs o
u
r n

a
tio

n
a
l le

g
isla

to
rs 

m
o
re th

an
 b

o
o
k
s to

 b
o
rro

w
. It also

 p
ro

-
vides a research service w

hose 500 har-
ried researchers w

ill check out anything 
th

a
t m

ig
h
t a

ro
u
se

 a
 c

o
n
g
re

ssm
a
n
's 

curiosity, no m
atter how

 idle. 
W

h
at w

o
u
ld

 H
o
u
se S

p
eak

er T
h
o
m

as 
"T

ip
" O

'N
eill lik

e to
 k

n
o
w

 ab
o
u
t S

w
iss 

b
a
n
k
 a

c
c
o
u
n
ts?

 A
re

 th
e
re

 so
m

e
 

h
isto

ric
a
l tid

b
its a

b
o
u
t th

e
 H

u
d
so

n
 

V
alley

 th
at R

ep
. H

am
ilto

n
 F

ish
 Jr., R

-
N

.Y
., co

u
ld

 sly
ly

 d
ro

p
 as h

e trav
els 

aro
u
n
d
 th

e area? 
W

o
u
ld

 so
m

eo
n
e p

lease co
m

p
lete a 

sch
o
o
l p

ro
ject fo

r th
e d

au
g
h
ter o

f R
ep

. 
R

onald B
o G

inn, D
-G

a.? H
ow

 can V
ice 

P
resident W

alter M
ondale find a foreign 

p
en

 p
al fo

r a co
n
stitu

en
t? W

h
at sh

o
u
ld

 
R

ep
. D

an
iel F

lo
o
d
, D

.-P
a., say

 to
 th

e 
W

y
o
m

in
g
 V

alley
 C

ath
o
lic L

ay
m

en
's 

R
etreat L

eag
u
e? 

W
h
atev

er th
e in

q
u
isitiv

e fo
lk

s o
n
 

C
apitol H

ill w
ant to know

, the C
ongres-

sio
n
al R

esearch
 S

erv
ice (C

R
S

) w
ill try

 
to

 fin
d
 th

e an
sw

ers. U
p
o
n
 req

u
est, th

e 
researchers w

ill spend up to 50 hours on 
a single project. T

hey handle upw
ards of 

300,000 congressional inquiries annual-
ly

, a serv
ice th

at co
sts th

e tax
p
ay

ers 
about $20 m

illion a year. 
A

ll th
e an

sw
ers are co

n
fid

en
tial an

d
 

u
n
av

ailab
le to

 th
e tax

p
ay

ers w
h
o
 p

ay
 

for the research. A
 C

R
S

 spokesm
an con-

ten
d
ed

 th
at m

o
st o

f th
e in

q
u
iries are 

p
ro

p
er req

u
ests fo

r in
fo

rm
atio

n
 th

at 
co

n
g
ressm

en
 n

eed
 in

 th
eir w

o
rk

. B
u
t 

so
m

e o
f th

e co
n
fid

en
tial req

u
ests w

e 
have seen are questionable. 

S
om

e m
em

bers of C
ongress have used 

th
e research

ers, fo
r ex

am
p
le, to

 h
elp

 
p
riv

ile
g
e
d
 y

o
u
n
g
ste

rs w
ith

 th
e
ir 

sch
o
o
lw

o
rk

. R
ep

. R
o
n
ald

 B
o
 G

in
n
's  

d
a
u
g
h
te

r n
e
e
d
e
d
 so

m
e
 o

v
e
rn

ig
h
t 

research
 o

n
 p

riso
n
 refo

rm
s to

 m
eet a 

sch
o
o
l d

ead
lin

e. E
x
p
lain

s th
e co

n
fid

en
-

tia
l re

q
u
e
st slip

: "
F

o
r M

e
m

b
e
r's 

co
lleg

e-ag
e d

au
g
h
ter fo

r a sch
o
o
l p

ro
-

ject . . . a good bibliography w
ould also 

b
e u

sefu
l." 

A
 sp

o
k
esm

an
 said

 th
e research

 w
as 

really
 p

rep
ared

 fo
r a frien

d
 o

f th
e co

n
-

g
ressm

an
's d

au
g
h
ter. It m

ay
 h

av
e b

een
 

im
p
ro

p
er, th

e sp
o
k
esm

an
 co

n
ced

ed
, to

 
ask

 th
e C

R
S

 to
 ex

p
ed

ite th
e research

. 
B

u
t h

e in
sisted

 it w
as "ap

p
ro

p
riate" to

 
request inform

ation for school-aged con-
stitu

en
ts. 

S
en

. R
o
b
ert B

y
rd

, D
.-W

. V
a., w

o
u
ld

 
ag

ree. H
e h

as ask
ed

 th
e research

 ser-
v
ice to

 p
ro

v
id

e h
is stu

d
en

t co
n
stitu

en
ts 

w
ith

 ev
ery

th
in

g
 fro

m
 th

e state so
n
g
 o

f 
G

eo
rg

ia to
 ch

arts o
f th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates. 

A
n
d
 S

en
. H

erm
an

 T
alm

ad
g
e, D

.-G
a., 

ordered the C
R

S
 to help one of his aide's 

offspring w
ith college hom

ew
ork on the 

judicial system
. 

S
om

e legislators have sought personal 
in

fo
rm

atio
n
 fro

m
 th

e research
 serv

ice. 
S

en
. R

o
b
ert D

o
le, R

.-K
an

., th
e 1

9
7
6
 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 v
ice p

resid
en

tial can
d
id

ate, 
asked C

R
S

 for a genealogy of his fam
ily. 

F
ro

m
 S

p
eak

er T
ip

 O
'N

eill's o
ffice 

cam
e a h

u
sh

-h
u
sh

 req
u
est fo

r in
fo

rm
a-

tio
n
 ab

o
u
t S

w
iss b

an
k
 acco

u
n
ts. T

h
e 

researcher not only w
as inform

ed it w
as 

"fo
r p

e
rso

n
a
l u

se
" b

u
t w

a
s a

lso
 in

-
stru

c
te

d
 n

o
t to

 su
b
m

it a
 w

ritte
n
 

resp
o
n
se. H

e o
b
ed

ien
tly

 telep
h
o
n
ed

 th
e 

an
sw

ers to
 O

'N
eill's o

ffice, b
u
t first h

e 
w

rote dow
n the questions on a confiden-

tial req
u
est slip

: 
"If staffer h

ad
 fu

n
d
s in

 a S
w

iss b
an

k
 

and d
ied

, w
h
at p

ro
b
lem

s w
o
u
ld

 b
e en

-
co

u
n
tered

 in
 th

e in
h
erito

r's g
ettin

g
 th

e  

m
oney into the U

.S
.?" A

nd this one: "If 
staffer h

ad
 p

ro
p
erty

 in
 B

erm
u
d
a an

d
 

died, w
ould estate taxes have to be paid 

to both B
erm

uda and B
ritain; or is there 

so
m

e k
in

d
 o

f recip
ro

cal ag
reem

en
t? 

W
hat problem

s w
ould there be?" 

A
 spokesm

an suggested the questions 
m

ust have com
e from

 a constituent. T
he 

sp
eak

er also
 req

u
ested

 th
e sco

re o
f th

e 
m

u
sical, "C

arn
iv

al." V
ice P

resid
en

t 
M

o
n
d
ale w

an
ted

 to
 k

n
o
w

 h
o
w

 a y
o
u
n
g
 

constituent could find a foreign pen pal, 
age 13 to 16, preferably in S

w
itzerland. 

A
nd R

ep. E
lliott L

evitas, D
.-G

a., asked 
for the recipe for M

ongolian beef. 
S

everal m
em

bers of C
ongress use the 

C
R

S
 to w

rite their speeches. R
ep. D

aniel 
F

lo
o
d
 h

as req
u
ested

 a few
 h

eartfelt 
w

o
rd

s fo
r ev

ery
 co

n
ceiv

ab
le o

ccasio
n
 

fro
m

 a
 M

a
so

n
ite

 o
rd

in
a
tio

n
 to

 th
e
 

d
ed

icatio
n
 o

f an
 E

aster S
eal S

o
ciety

 
h
o
sp

ital. O
n
 o

n
e o

ccasio
n
, h

e req
u
ired

 
se

p
a
ra

te
 sp

e
e
c
h
e
s fo

r a
 W

y
o
m

in
g
 

V
alley

 m
o
n
u
m

en
t m

eetin
g
 an

d
 a co

m
-

m
u
n
io

n
 b

reak
fast b

efo
re th

e W
y
o
m

in
g
 

V
a
lle

y
 C

a
th

o
lic

 L
a
y
m

e
n
's R

e
tre

a
t 

L
eague. 
A

p
p
aren

tly
, S

en
. H

u
b
ert H

u
m

p
h
rey

, 
D

.-M
in

n
., e

v
e
n
 h

a
s
 a

 fa
v
o
rite

 
sp

e
e
c
h
w

rite
r a

t C
R

S
. H

is o
ffic

e
 

sp
ecified

 th
at L

ise N
ick

erso
n
 sh

o
u
ld

 
w

rite a 30-m
inute speech for H

um
phrey 

to deliver to the N
ational A

ssociation of 
S

econdary S
chool P

rincipals. 
R

ep. H
am

ilton F
ish Jr., had a delicate 

problem
, w

hich a request slip explained  

th
u
sly

: "M
em

b
er, w

h
o
 is a R

ep
u
b
lican

, 
is sc

h
e
d
u
le

d
 to

 sp
e
a
k
 b

e
fo

re
 a

n
 a

ll-
D

em
ocratic group. S

eem
s he is address-

ing a group in a subdivision of N
ew

 Y
ork 

th
at h

as recen
tly

 sw
ep

t all R
ep

u
b
lican

s 
o
u
t o

f o
ffice. W

an
ts u

s to
 p

rep
are 2

-3
 

p
ag

es o
f 'to

n
g
u
e an

d
 ch

eek
' rem

ark
s, 

i.e., a lig
h
t co

n
g
ratu

lato
ry

 ad
d
ress." 

F
ish

 also
 w

an
ted

 to
 im

p
ress v

o
ters in

 
th

e H
u
d
so

n
 V

alley
 w

ith
 h

is p
ro

fo
u
n
d
 

know
ledge of the area. E

xplained a con-
fid

en
tial slip

: "B
y
 F

rid
ay

, (F
ish

) w
o
u
ld

 
lik

e m
aterial o

n
 b

icen
ten

n
ial h

ap
p
en

-
in

g
s in

 th
e
 (m

id
-H

u
d
so

n
 V

a
lle

y
). 

M
em

b
er w

o
u
ld

 lik
e to

 b
e ab

le to
 th

ro
w

 
o
u
t little

 fa
c
ts w

h
ile

 v
isitin

g
 in

 th
e
 

district during recess —
 'W

ell, in 1776 in 
C

o
ld

 S
p
rin

g
s, th

u
s an

d
 su

ch
 h

ap
p
en

-
ed! !!' " H

e also requested 1,200 to 1,500 
w

ell-chosen w
ords com

paring the E
gyp-

tian and C
uban revolutions. 

W
ith 500 researchers to call upon, our 

so
lem

n
 so

lo
n
s so

m
etim

es can
 ap

p
ear to

 
be w

iser than they are. 
H

O
'S

 N
E

W
S

 —
 L

eo
n
 Jaw

o
rsk

i, th
e 

fo
rm

er W
aterg

ate p
ro

secu
to

r w
h
o
 is 

n
o
w

 try
in

g
 to

 g
et to

 th
e b

o
tto

m
 o

f th
e 

K
orean scandal, has been griping to con-

fid
an

ts ab
o
u
t A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral G

riffin
 

B
ell. T

h
e m

o
m

en
t Jaw

o
rsk

i w
as ap

-
p
o
in

ted
, h

e g
ru

m
p
ed

, B
ell su

d
d
en

ly
 

t b
eg

an
 b

riefin
g
 co

n
g
ressm

en
 ab

o
u
t h

is 
o
w

n
 K

o
rean

 in
v
estig

atio
n
. Jaw

o
rsk

i 
su

sp
ects th

e A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral is try
in

g
 

to
 g

rab
 cred

it in
 ad

v
an

ce fo
r an

y
 su

c-
cesses. 


