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L
aro

, P
u

b
lish

er, an
d

 Jack
 D

o
n

ah
u

e, E
d

ito
r, b

o
th

 
fo

rm
er H

o
u
sto

n
ian

s. S
o

o
n

 th
ereafter, fu

rth
er 

stim
u

lu
s w

as fu
rn

ish
ed

 b
y

 th
e h

earten
in

g
 w

o
rd

s 
of G

eorge F
uerm

ann, author and colum
nist. 

T
h
e m

em
b
ers o

f m
y
 im

m
ed

iate fam
ily

 an
d
 m

y
 

esteem
ed law

 partners, notably the seniors am
ong 

th
em

, su
p

p
lied

 m
u
ch

 o
f th

e in
sp

iratio
n

 to
 p

u
rsu

e 
this endeavor to conclusion. I w

as m
otivated also 

b
y
 th

e d
esire th

at m
y
 so

n
, Jo

e, n
o
w

 in
 h

is seco
n
d
 

y
ear in

 th
e p

ractice o
f law

, k
n

o
w

 an
d

 alw
ay

s re-
m

em
b
er th

e tru
th

s I h
av

e u
n
d
ertak

en
 h

ere to
 

record. 
F

o
r th

e h
o
n
o
r d

o
n
e m

e in
 th

e In
tro

d
u
ctio

n
, I 

express to the V
ice P

resident of the U
nited S

tates, 
w

ith
 h

o
m

ag
e, m

y
 d

eep
 an

d
 h

u
m

b
le g

ratitu
d
e. 

L
eon Jaw

orski 

H
ouston, T

exas 

M
ay

, 1
9

6
1
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T
he m

iddle years of the T
w

entieth C
entury—

m
ore than any other in m

ankind's experience—
have w

itnessed the m
arshalling and the use of 

forces too vast for individual m
en to com

prehend 
readily. T

here are those w
ho despair before the 

very m
agnitude of such forces w

hich shape the 
d
estin

y
 o

f th
e w

o
rld

 an
d
 th

e h
u
m

an
 race w

ith
 

such seem
ingly im

personal pow
er. Y

et a book 
such as this—

personal and m
odest as it is—

serves 
as a tim

ely and useful antidote against such de-
spair. 
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T
he essence of L

eon Jaw
orski's narrative is a 

rem
inder that the vast forces of our tim

e are not 
so

 im
p
erso

n
al, th

at th
eir im

p
act falls u

p
o
n
 th

e 
lives of individuals, and that today as since tim

e 
b
eg

an
, m

en
 rise to

 th
e ch

allen
g
e o

f th
e fo

rces 
they encounter. 

L
eon Jaw

orski w
as born the son of a m

inister, 
adm

onished from
 childhood, as he relates, "never 

to hate m
y fellow

 m
an." T

hrough his T
exas youth, 

through his student years at B
aylor U

niversity, 
th

ro
u
g
h
 h

is start to
w

ard
 b

rillian
t leg

al su
ccess 

in the T
hirties, Jaw

orski never contem
plated w

hat 
the forces of the century held in store for him

. 
B

u
t, in

 tim
e, w

h
en

 fo
rces o

f o
rg

an
ized

 an
d
 

contrived hatred plunged E
urope and the w

orld 
in

to
 d

estru
ctiv

e w
ar, it fell to

 th
is y

o
u
n
g
 m

an
 

fro
m

 T
ex

as to
 b

eco
m

e fo
r h

is g
o

v
ern

m
en

t th
e 

C
h

ief o
f th

e W
ar C

rim
es T

rial S
ectio

n
 in

 th
e 

A
m

erican Z
one of O

ccupation in the E
uropean 

T
h

eatre—
resp

o
n

sib
le fo

r b
rin

g
in

g
 to

 acco
u

n
t 

th
o
se w

h
o
 h

ad
 tu

rn
ed

 h
ate ag

ain
st th

eir fello
w

 
m

an
. W

h
ile L

eo
n
 Jaw

o
rsk

i h
as w

ritten
 little o

f 
him

self in this volum
e, the narrative relates the 

inspiring story of his grow
th to m

aster the forces 
of evil w

hich he had never expected to encounter. 
T

h
at, to

 m
e, is th

e in
sp

iratio
n
 o

f h
is sto

ry
. 

G
reat forces need not be alw

ays and only for evil 
ends, for, as this book attests, m

en of good purpose 

2
  

Introduction 

can and w
ill rise to such challenges—

and becom
e 

th
eir m

aster. T
h

e u
ltim

ate triu
m

p
h

 o
f g

o
o

d
 is 

not to be assured by our despair but by our faith, 
and, beyond faith, by our diligence and our labors. 
A

s evil w
orks w

ithout ceasing, so those on the 
side of freedom

, peace, and justice m
ust never 

cease to w
ork—

confident that their higher pur-
pose w

ill by such efforts ultim
ately prevail am

ong 
all m

en. 
In his ow

n life, the author—
one of the m

ost 
outstanding citizens of T

exas—
epitom

izes this 
concept of the alw

ays active, alw
ays w

orking be-
liev

er in
 th

e triu
m

p
h
 o

f rig
h
t. H

av
in

g
 seen

 th
e 

price of hate, L
eon Jaw

orski has dedicated him
-

self to overcom
ing the w

eeds of hate w
hich grow

 
in any unattended field. F

or the past five years 
he has been P

rotestant C
hairm

an of the H
ouston 

w
ork of the N

ational C
onference of C

hristians 
and Jew

s. H
e is clearly a m

an w
onderfully toler-

an
t o

f th
e d

ifferen
ces am

o
n
g
 m

en
, v

ig
o
ro

u
sly

 
intolerant of those w

ho w
ould exploit such differ-

ences to turn m
an against m

an. 
I am

 g
lad

 th
at m

y
 frien

d
 and counselor, so 

distinguished and successful a citizen, has taken 
tim

e to recount this story—
of one m

an responding 
against the great forces w

hich m
ove our century. 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, D

. C
. 

M
A

Y
, 1961 
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"A
shcan" 

F
acts gleaned from

 interrogations I conducted 
of G

erm
an nationals, som

e from
 the ranks of the 

m
asses an

d
 o

th
ers in

 h
ig

h
 p

laces, en
ab

led
 m

e to
 

co
m

e to
 so

m
e rath

er d
efin

ite co
n
clu

sio
n
s. C

h
ief 

am
o
n
g
 th

ese is th
e u

n
d
en

iab
le fact th

at th
e N

azi 
P

arty
 w

o
u
ld

 n
ev

er h
av

e attain
ed

 its g
reat p

o
w

er 
on the basis of its fanatical follow

ers alone. It had 
h
elp

 fro
m

 an
o
th

er so
u
rce. 

T
h
e N

azi P
arty

 d
rew

 m
u
ch

 stren
g
th

 fro
m

 th
e 

affiliation of individuals w
ho did not really believe 

in the principles for w
hich it stood. I talked w

ith 
num

erous G
erm

ans of good m
oral character w

ho 
belonged to the N

azi P
arty, yet did not believe in 

its ten
ets. S

o
m

e in
w

ard
ly

 d
isap

p
ro

v
ed

 o
f th

e 
P

arty's purposes and practices, yet chose to hold 
m

em
bership in the organization, and thus passively 

4
41-144 - 41-\ cei 	

im
fild

tA
k
te

 t 

*Le 
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su
p
p
o
rt it. T

h
ey

 d
id

 n
o
t h

av
e th

e m
o
ral co

u
rag

e 
to

 ab
stain

. A
m

o
n
g
 th

ese w
ere m

en
 p

ro
m

in
en

t in
 

th
e o

fficial life o
f G

erm
an

y
, as w

ell as little m
en

 
seldom

 heard of. E
ach of these, w

hether prom
inent 

o
r little k

n
o
w

n
, len

t aid
 an

d
 co

m
fo

rt to
 th

e N
azi 

P
arty

, d
esp

ite u
n
d
eclared

 o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 th
e p

rin
-

ciples it espoused. L
et m

e cite an illustration. 
In

 Ju
n

e o
f 1

9
4
5

 I receiv
ed

 o
rd

ers to
 in

terv
iew

 
D

r. H
an

s B
o
rch

ers (H
ein

rich
 F

ran
z Jo

h
an

n
es 

B
o

rch
ers), w

h
o

, at o
n

e tim
e h

ad
 serv

ed
 in

 N
ew

 
Y

ork as C
onsul G

eneral and held other responsible 
p

o
sitio

n
s rep

resen
tin

g
 th

e G
erm

an
 R

eich
. H

e, 
along w

ith other form
er high officials of w

hat had 
b
een

 th
e G

erm
an

 R
eich

, w
as b

ein
g
 k

ep
t in

 co
n
-

fin
em

en
t in

 a sm
all v

illag
e in

 L
u

x
em

b
u
rg

, a to
p
 

secret lo
catio

n
 k

n
o
w

n
 o

n
ly

 b
y
 th

e U
n
ited

 States 
A

rm
y
's co

d
e d

esig
n
atio

n
 "A

sh
can

." T
h
e B

ritish
 

A
rm

y
 h

ad
 its o

w
n
 co

d
e d

esig
n

atio
n
—

"D
u
stb

in
." 

N
o one could enter "A

shcan" w
ithout a pass from

 
G

eneral E
isenhow

er's H
eadquarters. 

T
he directive that D

r. B
orchers be interview

ed 
cam

e b
y
 cab

le fro
m

 th
e S

ecretary
 o

f W
ar. It w

as 
q
u
ite a co

in
cid

en
ce th

at u
p
o

n
 th

e p
resen

tatio
n
 of 

m
y credentials at G

eneral E
isenhow

er's H
eadquar-

ters, th
e p

ass to
 "A

sh
can

" w
as issu

ed
 to

 m
e b

y
 a 

fellow
 tow

nsm
an, the late W

illiam
 H

. F
rancis, w

ho 
w

as to
 b

eco
m

e A
ssistan

t S
ecretary

 o
f D

efen
se in

 
the E

isenhow
er adm

inistration. 
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"A
shcan" w

as beautifully located, w
ith scenery 

rem
iniscent of som

e of the picturesque localities 
in

 o
u
r o

w
n
 co

u
n
try

. T
h
e p

articu
lar b

u
ild

in
g
 

selected
 fo

r th
e co

n
fin

em
en

t o
f th

ese to
p

 N
azi 

officials w
as a large hotel, apparently a resort place 

at o
n
e tim

e. It h
ad

 a v
eran

d
a w

h
ich

 v
irtu

ally
 

en
circled

 th
e en

tire b
u
ild

in
g
. H

o
w

ev
er, it n

o
 

longer had any of the aspects of a pleasure resort. 
T

h
e g

ro
u

n
d

s w
ere co

m
p

letely
 su

rro
u

n
d

ed
 w

ith
 

barbed w
ire entanglem

ents w
ith a w

atchtow
er in 

each
 co

rn
er m

an
n
ed

 b
y
 g

u
ard

s arm
ed

 w
ith

 m
a-

chine guns. 
W

h
en

 I en
tered

 th
ese q

u
arters o

n
 th

e m
o
rn

in
g
 

o
f Ju

ly
 5

, 1
9
4
5
, m

an
y
 o

f th
e N

azi b
ig

w
ig

s w
ere 

sitting on this veranda; som
e reading, som

e w
rit-

ing, and som
e m

erely looking into space. S
tripped 

of m
ilitary dress and w

ithout the pom
p and splen-

dor of the N
azi heyday, they presented a distinctly 

d
ifferen

t p
ictu

re fro
m

 fo
rm

er d
ay

s. S
o

m
e w

ere 
d
ressed

 in
 u

n
d
ersh

irts o
n
ly

 ab
o
v
e th

e w
aist, an

d
 

o
n

e o
f th

em
 h

ad
 ev

en
 d

isp
en

sed
 w

ith
 th

e u
n
d
er-

shirt. 
S

eated
, o

n
e n

ex
t to

 th
e o

th
er, w

ere H
erm

an
n
 

W
ilhelm

 G
oering, C

om
m

ander in C
hief of the A

ir 
F

orce and successor designate to H
itler; Joachim

 
V

o
n
 R

ib
b
en

tro
p
, R

eich
m

in
ister fo

r F
o
reig

n
 A

f-
fairs; W

ilh
elm

 K
eitel, C

h
ief o

f th
e H

ig
h
 C

o
m

-
m

an
d
 o

f th
e A

rm
ed

 F
o
rces; A

lfred
 R

o
sen

b
erg

, 

141 
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R
eichm

inister for the occupied eastern territories; 
H

an
s F

ran
k
, G

o
v
ern

o
r G

en
eral o

f th
e O

ccu
p
ied

 
P

o
lish

 T
errito

ry
; A

lred
 Jo

d
l, C

h
ief o

f th
e O

p
era-

tio
n
s S

taff o
f th

e H
ig

h
 C

o
m

m
an

d
 o

f th
e A

rm
ed

 
F

orces, and several other functionaries in the top 
ech

elo
n
 o

f th
e N

azi p
arty

 less k
n
o
w

n
 th

an
 th

o
se 

n
am

ed
 b

u
t n

o
t less b

ru
tal. T

h
e ex

cep
tio

n
s, o

f 
co

u
rse, w

ere H
itler an

d
 H

im
m

ler an
d
 G

o
eb

els, 
an

d
 th

e o
th

ers w
h
o
 h

ad
 co

m
m

itted
 su

icid
e p

rio
r 

to
 cap

tu
re. T

h
ere th

ey
 sat—

h
elp

less an
d
 fo

rlo
rn

, 
the antithesis of their form

er im
periousness. 

A
s I began to w

alk up the steps to the entrance 
o
f th

is b
u
ild

in
g
 in

 th
e co

m
p
an

y
 o

f th
e A

m
erican

 
o

fficer in
 ch

arg
e o

f "A
sh

can
," h

e o
rd

ered
 th

ese 
once m

ighty m
en to com

e to "attention." It seem
ed 

iro
n

ic to
 w

alk
 b

y
 th

e p
ro

u
d
, p

o
w

erfu
l an

d
 arro

-
g
an

t N
azi ru

lers o
f th

e G
erm

an
 R

eich
 as th

ey
 

stood stiffly at attention. I co
u
ld

 o
n
ly

 h
ate th

em
. 

F
ro

m
 th

e d
ay

 I w
as o

ld
 en

o
u
g
h

 to
 listen

 to
 m

y
 

father's teachings, I had been adm
onished never 

to hate m
y fellow

-m
an. I h

ad
 tried

 to
 b

e faith
fu

l 
to this injunction, based on G

od's C
om

m
andm

ents, 
b
u
t an

 em
o
tio

n
al su

rg
e w

ith
in

 m
e su

p
p
ressed

 all 
else. H

ere I w
as m

eeting face-to-face m
en partly 

resp
o
n
sib

le fo
r th

e p
itifu

l, h
eart-ren

d
in

g
 scen

es 
I h

ad
 seen

 an
d
 th

e co
ld

-b
lo

o
d
ed

 m
u
rd

ers I h
ad

 
heard described. I quickly m

oved on. 

142  

"A
sh

ca
n
" 

W
hen I interview

ed D
r. H

ans B
orchers he ad-

m
itted

 th
at h

e h
ad

 b
een

 a m
em

b
er o

f th
e N

azi 
P

arty
 sin

ce Jan
u
ary

 1
, 1

9
3
6
. I w

as interested in 
k
n
o
w

in
g
 w

h
at p

ro
m

p
ted

 h
im

 to
 jo

in
 b

ecau
se h

is 
every indication had been that it w

as w
ith reluc-

tan
ce. L

et m
e g

iv
e y

o
u
 th

e ex
act w

o
rd

s o
f th

e 
interview

 of the official transcript on this point. 

Q
U

E
S

T
IO

N
 : "W

hy did you join the N
azi P

arty?" 
A

N
S

W
E

R
: "P

erhaps if I had foreseen things, I w
ould not 

have done so. N
aturally, in 1935, w

e still hoped that 
th

is v
ery

 ex
trem

e attitu
d
e o

f th
e P

arty
 w

o
u
ld

 g
rad

-
ually die dow

n, that better elem
ents w

ould com
e into 

th
e P

arty
, an

d
 th

at ev
en

tu
ally

 o
u
t o

f th
is rev

o
lu

tio
n
 

w
e w

o
u
ld

 b
e ab

le to
 g

et an
 ev

o
lu

tio
n
, an

d
 I th

o
u
g
h
t 

I co
u
ld

 b
e a h

elp
fu

l p
art in

 th
at m

ach
in

ery
. M

o
st 

reluctantly I decided to join the P
arty, although I did 

not like it and although I particularly objected to the 
Jew

ish situation." 
Q

U
E

S
T

IO
N

: 
"B

y
 th

e u
se o

f th
e term

 'Jew
ish

 situ
atio

n
' 

w
h
at d

o
 y

o
u
 m

ean
?" 

A
N

S
W

E
R

: "
I 

m
ean

t th
at th

e Jew
s w

ere to
 b

e elim
i-

n
ated

 p
ractically

 fro
m

 th
e G

erm
an

 -life u
n
d
er th

e 
N

azi doctrine, w
hich I thought w

as injustice." 

T
h
is ad

m
issio

n
 o

n
 th

e p
art o

f D
r. B

o
rch

ers so
 

strikingly illustrates the point I w
ish to m

ake. H
ere 

w
as a m

an w
ho knew

 that a trem
endous w

ave of 
oppression w

ould be launched against hum
an be-

ings w
ho w

ere m
em

bers of the Jew
ish race; w

ho 
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k
n
ew

 it w
as w

ro
n
g
 an

d
 w

h
o
 d

isap
p
ro

v
ed

 o
f th

is 
co

u
rse o

f co
n

d
u
ct. A

n
d

 y
et, in

 o
rd

er to
 p

ro
m

o
te 

him
self in the eyes of the leaders of the N

azi P
arty 

an
d
 to

 g
ain

 fav
o
ritism

 an
d
 p

erh
ap

s im
p
ro

v
e h

is 
position, he w

as w
illing to stultify his conscience 

and to becom
e a silent party, at least, to the elim

i-
n
atio

n
 o

f th
e Jew

s "fro
m

 th
e G

erm
an

 life." T
h
is 

is th
e w

eak
n
ess d

em
o
n

strated
 b

y
 o

th
er m

en
 in 

other countries w
ho have perm

itted them
selves to 

b
eco

m
e a p

art o
f a p

ro
g
ram

 o
f in

ju
stice an

d
 o

p
-

p
ressio

n
. T

h
is is th

e w
eak

n
ess to

 w
h
ich

 I hope 
A

m
ericans never succum

b, Iest the exam
ple of D

r. 
B

o
rch

ers also
 b

eco
m

e a w
ay

 o
f life w

ith
 th

em
. 

10 

C
onclusion 

G
erm

an
y
's b

lig
h
ted

 y
ears u

n
d

er H
itler are n

o
t 

b
ein

g
 rev

iew
ed

 h
ere to

 sh
am

e h
er p

eo
p
le. B

u
t 

n
eith

er sh
o

u
ld

 th
ey

 b
e b

ru
sh

ed
 asid

e as p
ast h

is-
to

ry
 w

ith
 n

o
 fu

tu
re sig

n
ifican

ce. T
h
ey

 sh
o
u
ld

 b
e 

reexam
ined for the lessons they teach. T

he present 
g

en
eratio

n
 an

d
 g

en
eratio

n
s to

 co
m

e, n
o

t o
n

ly
 o

f 
G

erm
ans but of all nationalities, m

ust never lose 
sig

h
t o

f th
e cau

se th
at p

ro
d
u
ced

 th
e effect. 

W
hile it is m

y earnest conviction that w
hat w

ent 
o
n
 in

 G
erm

an
y
 is b

y
 n

o
 m

ean
s p

ecu
liar to

 th
e 

G
erm

an
 p

eo
p
le, G

erm
an

y
 o

w
es it to

 h
erself to

 
m

ak
e ab

so
lu

tely
 certain

 th
at th

ere w
ill n

ev
er b

e 
w

ithin her boundaries a recurrence of these ghastly 
years. T

he deep-seated fanaticism
 that burned so 

lo
n
g
 in

 th
e h

earts o
f th

e real w
o
rsh

ip
ers o

f th
e 

1
4

4
 



C
onclusion 

T
he poet, A

lexander P
ope, gave us the answ

er 
in

 v
erse: V

ice is a m
onster of so frightful m

ien 
A

s to be hated needs but to be seen 
Y

et seen
 to

o
 o

ft, fam
iliar w

ith
 h

er face, 
W

e first en
d
u
re, th

en
 p

ity
, th

en
 em

b
race. 

U
p
o
n
 m

y
 retu

rn
 fro

m
 G

erm
an

y
, I co

u
ld

 n
o
t 

h
elp

 b
u
t w

o
n
d
er w

h
eth

er m
y
 o

w
n
 n

ativ
e lan

d
, 

stren
g
th

en
ed

 as it is b
y
 its free in

stitu
tio

n
s, is 

im
m

une from
 the encroachm

ent of m
oral deterio-

ratio
n
 th

at m
ig

h
t th

reaten
 its v

ery
 fo

u
n
d
atio

n
. 

Y
es, there w

ere those w
ho said such things could 

happen in a country like G
erm

any but never in a 
dem

ocracy like A
m

erica. I w
anted to believe that 

b
u
t I w

as n
o
t certain

 th
at I co

u
ld

. 
It is w

ell to
 tak

e an
 h

o
n
est in

v
en

to
ry

. In
 th

e 
early 1920s, there sw

ept across the U
nited S

tates 
a m

o
v
em

en
t in

 th
e fo

rm
 o

f a secret o
rd

er b
ased

 
o

n
 p

reju
d

ice, h
ate an

d
 o

p
p
ressio

n
. T

h
e p

artici-
p
an

ts m
arch

ed
, th

reaten
ed

 an
d
 flo

g
g
ed

; th
ey

 
seized pow

er and exercised it w
ith flagrant disre-

gard of the constitutional rights-of A
m

erican citi-
zens. T

hey m
et in secret, condem

ned m
en w

ithout 
a trial, punished them

 m
ercilessly and lacked the 

courage to face their victim
s w

ithout being m
asked. 

T
hey infiltrated public office—

even judicial office. 
T

hey took an oath of allegiance to their organiza- 
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Y
ears 

N
azi id

eo
lo

g
y

 w
ill n

ev
er b

e co
m

p
letely

 ex
tin

-
g

u
ish

ed
 d

u
rin

g
 th

eir lifetim
e. E

x
cep

t fo
r iso

lated
 

o
ccu

rren
ces in

 w
h
ich

 few
 p

articip
ate, N

azism
 

ap
p
ears to

 b
e d

o
rm

an
t. In

 su
ch

 a state, it w
o
u
ld

 
n
o

t tak
e m

u
ch

 ag
itatio

n
 to

 b
rin

g
 m

an
y
 o

f its 
devotees to activity again. It behooves the G

erm
an 

leaders and the good elem
ents am

ong the G
erm

an 
people to be aw

are constantly of this lurking dan-
g

er an
d
 to

 b
e p

rep
ared

 to
 p

ro
m

p
tly

 su
p

p
ress an

y
 

m
o
v
em

en
t to

 rev
iv

e N
azism

. A
n
d
 th

e p
eo

p
les o

f 
o
th

er n
atio

n
s sh

o
u
ld

 ev
er b

e alert fo
r sim

ilar ac-
tiv

ities w
ith

in
 th

eir lan
d
s. 

W
e have seen how

 good and kind-hearted people 
becam

e m
urderers; how

 C
hristians becam

e savage 
h
aters; h

o
w

 p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 h

ad
 b

een
 tau

g
h
t to

 lo
v
e 

th
eir n

eig
h

b
o

rs b
ecam

e fien
d

ish
 k

illers. T
h

ese 
v
icissitu

d
es d

id
 n

o
t h

ap
p

en
 o

v
ern

ig
h
t, b

u
t th

e 
advance w

as certain and unim
peded. A

s one m
oral 

b
arrier w

as rem
o

v
ed

 an
o

th
er b

ecam
e w

eak
en

ed
 

u
n
til it to

o
 g

av
e w

ay
. 

T
he m

onsters of prejudice and hate and bigotry 
an

d
 o

p
p
ressio

n
 to

o
k

 o
v
er fro

m
 th

e sp
irit o

f lo
v
e 

and tolerance and understanding. M
ild prejudices 

g
rew

 in
to

 o
g

res o
f h

ate. L
ittle acts o

f o
p

p
ressio

n
 

, grew
 into m

ass brutalities. D
oubtless the G

erm
an 

'‘'Vt 
1-Vv'  

t' 
6 C

 

••, 

p
eo

p
le n

ev
er d

ream
ed

 at 
seem

ingly in-significant w
rongs 

shocking evils. 

	

i
 	

t 	
P 14

-;
-
 
"

-
 

• 
• 
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(L
.

f
i
t
 

th
e
 sta

rt th
a
t su

c
h
 

co
u
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 su
ch
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C
onclusion 

h
earted

n
ess in

 th
e d

ay
s o

f H
itler's rise to

 p
o

w
er, la 

th
ey

 ro
se in

 m
ilitan

t o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 th
is law

less 
04,0 

m
ovem

ent. C
hurchm

en and teachers, editors and - AA,"
i

(- 
statesm

en
, b

u
sin

essm
en

 an
d
 lab

o
rers, u

n
m

ask
ed

 	
6
,1̀

" 
this secret order and exposed it for w

hat it w
as—

 1. , t2v
 
	

t
 

 
• 

w
h
o
lly

 u
n
-A

m
erican

. G
o

o
d

 m
en

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 b

een
 .1 4,11

,0
 /' 	

1. 
1

 
 

deluded into joining and others w
ho realized their 	

vl 
error w

ithdrew
 from

 m
em

bership, and the hood- 
,,

A.4  
M

- 
lum

s w
ho craved the excitem

ent it offered found 
them

selves im
potent to carry on. 

B
ut is it not true that w

e still find in our m
idst, 

cropping up from
 tim

e to tim
e, m

ovem
ents predi- 

cated
 o

n
 so

m
e o

f th
e sam

e d
iab

o
lical p

rin
cip

les 
that form

ed the background of N
azism

? A
re there 

not m
any groups born for the iniquitous purpose 

o
f fo

sterin
g
 p

reju
d
ice an

d
 h

ate? A
re th

ere n
o
t 

m
any groups form

ed solely for arraying them
selves 

in
 ill w

ill ag
ain

st o
th

er g
ro

u
p
s? D

o
 w

e n
o
t h

av
e 

d
em

ag
o

g
u

es an
d

 ty
ran

ts, sm
all an

d
 larg

e, w
h

o
se 

p
latfo

rm
 is b

ased
 o

n
 h

ate an
d
 strife an

d
 g

reed
? 

T
h

ere is n
o

 d
en

y
in

g
 th

at am
o
n
g
 u

s to
d
ay

 are 
those w

ho, although free m
en under our C

onstitu- 
tion, are in fact subjected to oppression by groups 
of their fellow

 m
en. W

ithin som
e societies, organi- 

zations and groups in A
m

erica today, w
e can find 

practices of oppression and persecution as inim
ical 

to the principles of freedom
 under our C

onstitution 
as w

ere th
e ten

ets u
n
d
er w

h
ich

 th
e N

azi p
arty
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ea
rs 

tion in conflict w
ith the true principles of A

m
eri-

canism
. 

T
h
e scam

p
s in

 each
 co

m
m

u
n
ity

 o
ften

 b
ecam

e 
th

e m
o
st ard

en
t m

em
b
ers o

f th
is o

rg
an

izatio
n
. 

T
hey reveled in the oppression it sought to achieve 

and their lust for bigotry w
as satisfied. It w

as not 
su

rp
risin

g
 th

at th
e less d

esirab
le elem

en
ts o

f o
u

r 
citizenship found this order so m

uch to their liking 
b
u
t it w

as alarm
in

g
 th

at g
o
o
d
 m

en
, rig

h
teo

u
s 

C
hristian citizens, joined this m

ovem
ent. 

W
h

y
 d

id
 th

ey
 d

o
 it? F

o
r eco

n
o

m
ic g

ain
? F

o
r 

ex
citem

en
t? B

ecau
se it w

as th
e p

o
p

u
lar th

in
g
 to

 
do? D

oubtless som
e w

ere deceived; som
e m

isun-
d

ersto
o

d
 th

e tru
e n

atu
re o

f th
is secret o

rd
er an

d
 

others w
ere hasty. Y

et, the organization advertised 
rath

er clearly
 th

at it so
u

g
h
t to

 tak
e th

e law
 in

to
 

its o
w

n
 h

an
d
s an

d
 th

at it sto
o
d
 fo

r p
rin

cip
les in

 
direct contravention of our constitutional guaran-
ties. A

nd still good m
en joined. T

here w
ere flog-

g
in

g
s an

d
 b

u
rn

in
g

 cro
sses an

d
 eerie p

arad
es an

d
 

secret p
lo

ts. A
n

d
 still g

o
o

d
 m

en
 jo

in
ed

. C
o

u
ld

 it 
b

e th
at th

ey
 jo

in
ed

 o
n
 th

e sam
e b

asis an
d
 fo

r th
e 

sam
e reaso

n
s as th

e m
an

y
 g

o
o
d
 G

erm
an

s w
h
o
 

joined H
itler's m

ovem
ents? 

O
ne shudders at the thought of w

hat this m
ove-

m
ent w

ould have done to our land had it not been 
ch

eck
ed

. L
et it b

e said
 to

 th
e ev

erlastin
g
 cred

it 
of good A

m
ericans that, unlike the G

erm
an faint- 
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 Y

ea
rs 

w
as fo

rm
ed

. A
d

m
itted

ly
, w

ith
in

 th
em

selv
es th

ey
 

pose no dire threat to our form
 of governm

ent, but 
th

ese w
ro

n
g
s can

 g
ro

w
 an

d
 sp

read
 an

d
 in

 tim
e 

becom
e a w

ay of life. 
In

 th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
 o

f th
is b

o
o
k

, I m
en

tio
n

ed
 th

e 
trem

endous vote of approval H
itler received after 

h
e h

ad
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 

M
ein

 K
a
m

p
f—

a
fter 

h
e h

ad
 

m
ade know

n his program
 and after he had dem

on-
strated

 h
is art as ty

ran
t an

d
 d

em
ag

o
g

u
e. 

D
o w

e today exam
ine our conscience w

hen w
e 

cast o
u

r b
allo

t? D
o

 w
e v

o
te fo

r th
e g

o
o
d
 o

f o
u
r 

co
u

n
try

—
fo

r th
e p

reserv
atio

n
 o

f th
e p

rin
cip

les 
th

at m
ad

e it g
reat—

o
r are w

e in
clin

ed
 to

 v
o
te, as 

d
id

 m
an

y
 G

erm
an

s in
 H

itler's tim
e—

fo
r th

at 
w

h
ich

 w
e th

in
k

 w
ill b

rin
g

 u
s p

resen
t eco

n
o

m
ic 

g
ain

, w
h
eth

er m
o
rally

 rig
h

t o
r w

ro
n
g

? D
o

 w
e let 

d
em

ag
o
g
u
es, an

d
 b

o
sses an

d
 b

ig
o
ts an

d
 g

reed
y
 

m
en

 d
ictate o

u
r v

o
tes b

y
 selectin

g
 a tick

et an
d

 
u
rg

in
g
 u

s to
 cast b

lo
ck

 v
o
tes? D

o
 w

e let d
eep

-
seated prejudices or class m

ovem
ents actuate our 

vote? D
o w

e unw
aiveringly defend the beliefs and 

id
eals th

at m
ad

e A
m

erica g
reat? D

o
 w

e stan
d
 b

y
 

w
h
at is rig

h
t ev

en
 if it is u

n
p

o
p

u
lar to

 d
o
 so

? 
H

o
n
est an

sw
ers to

 th
ese q

u
estio

n
s m

ay
 ex

p
lain

, 
at least in

 p
art, th

e larg
e v

o
te o

f ap
p

ro
v

al H
itler 

received. 
A

re w
e n

o
t also

 o
ften

 g
u

ilty
 o

f fo
rcin

g
 d

o
g
-

m
atism

 on our fellow
 citizens, quick to deride and 
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co
n
d
em

n
 th

o
se w

h
o
 d

isag
ree w

ith
 o

u
r th

in
k
in

g
? 

S
o

 in
ten

t d
o

 w
e b

eco
m

e to
 fo

rce o
u
r v

iew
s o

n
 

o
th

ers th
at at tim

es o
u
r ad

v
ersaries are sm

eared
 

an
d

 b
lack

en
ed

 an
d

 ev
en

 su
b
jected

 to
 eco

n
o
m

ic 
rep

risal. S
trife an

d
 d

isu
n
ity

 in
 o

u
r ran

k
s is th

e 
result, to the delight of opponents of our form

 of 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t. T
h
at w

e m
ay

 b
e im

p
elled

 b
y
 an

 
em

o
tio

n
 o

f n
atio

n
al p

atrio
tism

 is n
o
 m

itig
atio

n
 

of our w
rong. M

any of the N
azis—

in the w
rongs 

they com
m

itted—
w

ere inspired by a sense of pa-
trio

tism
. S

im
ilarly

, th
e o

p
p

resso
rs in

 w
itch

craft 
days acted w

ith sincere conviction. B
ut w

hen the 
m

ean
s em

p
lo

y
ed

 are w
ro

n
g
, th

e resu
lts can

 n
o
t 

be of lasting good. 
T

he principles on w
hich A

m
erica w

as founded 
and grew

 to greatness are as w
ell know

n to A
m

eri-
cans as are the T

en C
om

m
andm

ents. T
hey revolve 

aro
u
n
d
 th

e co
n
cep

t th
at all m

en
 are created

 free 
an

d
 eq

u
al. T

h
ey

 stress th
e co

n
v
ictio

n
, am

o
n
g
 

o
th

ers, th
at m

an
 is en

titled
 to

 w
o
rsh

ip
 as h

e 
pleases, to speak his beliefs, to w

ork as a free m
an 

and to be secure from
 oppression. W

ould any good 
A

m
erican be w

ithout these precious rights? N
ever! 

A
n
d
 y

et, ev
ery

 w
o
rd

 o
r act o

f p
reju

d
ice an

d
 

persecution tow
ard our fellow

 m
an constitutes a 

w
eak

en
in

g
, an

 u
n
d
erm

in
in

g
 o

f th
ese ch

erish
ed

 
rig

h
ts. A

n
d
 if d

o
ctrin

es o
f ill w

ill 
espoused by 

som
e cliques and groups w

ere to becom
e the rule 
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ifteen
 Y

ea
rs 

o
f th

e lan
d
, th

ese co
n
stitu

tio
n
al g

u
aran

ties w
e 

honor and revere w
ould becom

e em
pty shells. 

T
hus w

e have learned from
 a crafty and schem

-
ing tyrant the particular institutions he w

eakened 
in

 o
rd

er to
 g

ain
 co

n
tro

l o
f a lan

d
 an

d
 w

ip
e o

u
t 

th
e freed

o
m

s th
at ex

isted
. D

o
es th

is n
o
t m

ean
, 

co
n
v

ersely
, th

at th
ese are th

e v
ery

 in
stitu

tio
n

s to
 

k
eep

 stro
n
g
 an

d
 u

n
im

p
aired

 to
 p

ro
tect o

u
r free-

dom
s? 

H
itler to

o
k
 th

e y
o
u
th

 o
f G

erm
an

y
 fro

m
 th

eir 
h

o
m

es an
d

 b
ew

itch
ed

  th
em

 w
ith

 th
e o

u
tw

ard
 

glam
our of the H

itler Jugend. T
he hom

e did little 
to

 o
ffset it. P

aren
ts, in

stead
 o

f train
in

g
 th

eir ch
il-

d
ren

 to
 ap

p
reciate th

e freed
o

m
s th

at w
ere th

eirs, 
p
erm

itted
 th

em
 to

 b
e ex

p
o
sed

 to
 o

rg
an

izatio
n
s 

designed to rob them
 of their individual liberties. 

T
h

is b
rin

g
s to

 m
in

d
 th

e in
q
u

iry
 o

f h
o

w
 m

an
y

 
A

m
erican

 p
aren

ts d
ev

o
te an

y
 tim

e to
 th

e in
d
o
c-

trin
atio

n
 o

f th
eir ch

ild
ren

 in
 th

e g
reat tru

th
s an

d
 

virtues of the A
m

erican C
onstitution. D

o w
e ever 

tak
e th

e tim
e to

 d
iscu

ss w
ith

 o
u
r ch

ild
ren

 th
e 

m
eaning of the B

ill of R
ights, and m

ore especially, 
th

e life th
at w

o
u
ld

 b
e o

u
rs w

ere th
ese g

u
aran

ties 
to

 b
e lo

st? 
T

h
e g

reatest fo
e o

f h
ate am

o
n
g
 m

en
 is th

e 
ch

u
rch

 itself. It is th
e stan

d
ard

 b
earer o

f th
e d

o
c-

trin
e o

f lo
v
e an

d
 u

n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 o

f fello
w

 m
an

. 
T

h
e sch

o
o
l teach

es th
e reg

ard
 w

e m
u

st h
av

e fo
r 

C
onclusion 

the rights of our fellow
 m

an and the folly of rule 
by force. A

 strong and courageous judiciary strikes 
d

o
w

n
 th

e acts o
f th

e o
p

p
resso

r an
d

 u
p

h
o

ld
s th

e 
rig

h
ts o

f free m
en

. A
 co

u
rag

eo
u
s free p

ress u
n
-

m
ask

s th
e ty

ran
t an

d
 th

e d
em

ag
o
g
u
e. 

D
id

 H
itler n

o
t realize th

is to
 b

e tru
e? In

d
eed

 
he did. W

ith every cunning m
eans at his com

m
and 

h
e u

n
d
erto

o
k
 to

 w
eak

en
 th

e ch
u
rch

. H
e fo

u
n
d
 

w
illing listeners—

and good m
en and w

om
en w

ith-
drew

 from
 the church to pursue their deeds of evil. 

In
 th

e sch
o

o
ls, n

o
b

le teach
ers w

ere rep
laced

 b
y

 
the influence of the G

estapo so that the ravings of 
M

e
in

 K
a

m
p

f w
ould be taught in lieu of the virtues 

o
f p

eace an
d

 freed
o

m
. In

 tim
e th

e ju
d

iciary
 b

e-
cam

e in
tim

id
ated

, an
d
 th

e o
p
p
ressed

 h
ad

 n
o
 re-

course for the protection of their rights. T
he press 

w
as m

uzzled and its force w
as lost. 

S
o I return to m

y concern of fifteen years ago—
one that I have pondered from

 tim
e to tim

e. C
ould 

it h
ap

p
en

 in
 A

m
erica? T

h
e an

sw
er to

d
ay

 is th
e 

answ
er of fifteen years ago. 

N
o

 n
atio

n
, n

o
 m

atter h
o
w

 p
o
w

erfu
l an

d
 g

reat 
and w

hatever be its form
 of governm

ent, can long 
w

ithstand the stranglehold of m
oral deterioration 

in
 its p

eo
p

le. 
H

o
w

 th
en

 is th
is d

eterio
ratio

n
 to

 b
e av

erted
? 

A
g
ain

, th
e an

sw
er to

d
ay

 is th
e an

sw
er o

f fifteen
 

years ago. T
he free institutions that m

ade A
m

erica 
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A
fter F

ifteen
 Y

ea
rs 

great m
ust be kept strong and effective, and their 

w
o
rk

, d
o
n
e faith

fu
lly

 an
d
 m

ilitan
tly

 u
n
d
er G

o
d
 

and the C
onstitution, w

ill preserve us. 
T

hose w
ho w

ere tortured and died on the streets 
o
f R

u
sselsh

eim
, in

 th
e b

lig
h
ted

 h
alls o

f H
ad

am
ar 

an
d
 in

 th
e g

as ch
am

b
ers o

f D
ach

au
 w

ill h
av

e 
serv

ed
 m

an
k
in

d
 w

ell after all, if th
ese tru

th
s o

f 
freedom

 survive because of them
. 

A
nd, after fifteen years, this is the lesson I have 

had w
elling up in m

e—
to be passed on to as m

any 
of m

y fellow
 freem

en as have read this recollection 
o
f a lifetim

e. 
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