ls appeul no more than a mewns of offectuating non~compliance? Ig long delaifggdéoﬂ»
dowed by uny compliance at all, other than non-compliance? Is it right and proper for
appeals authority to compose lotturs that are degigned to and if uncorrected succeed in
coverdng up BT violations of Llw Act, or, if presented to the Cour%Zﬁielead the Court?

While your letter atateu honenstly that 1 anm respongible for whatevaer complianoce
will b forthcowing (and I apjrecinte this) why should the requester h. do this?

If the 1"ilt's withholdings were accldental, as they were not, once . : Ul was
provided with correct information and knew its withholdings were improper why was it
then necessary to involve the Wwidvr~gluffed and over-worked appeals authority to do
Do more thun provide copien of recory already processed for another? If this also
not an 'l weans of neguling el! coupliance on appsal. by oreating long delays in
- appeals — and of enoronsly 4or|gld ng all coste?

What 1a Lie fuction of De partoent counsel in ﬂepartmant and FBI FOIA cases? Is
Departuest uvoinpe! wiy lasy an v dcer of the court ‘o.r' without the I believe tradi-
tlonal resporisitl i licy of counsel?

What you now seport in this self-gurving letter was known to Department counsgel
& your ayv. Did Dopartment counsel have no responsibility under the Act to effectunte
eoupliance Ly the '] promptly, particularly because the records were already processed
and required no morc thun xeroxdiy? Or did Department counsal, once you were involved
Yy the Uourt. havo no respongibllity about informing vou?

Are thowe wlwse responsibilitics include enforcing the laws not themselves to live
within the laws? L1 thoy do nok, wlutever their response, can they be trusted to enw
to‘ﬁ: laws or to prosecute those thuy believe have violated other laws?

In wy large bureaucracy 11 is always easy for angone to pretend that responsi~
bility lios sbasdcesns olpewhere but if in fact each d.o??a not meet his responaibdlity .
fully can any bureaucracy keop within the laws?

Thim 4s not the 11rst recent occasion I'¥e had to dvaw sttention to self-serving
letters thut cun te wisusad to m:l.uj'ﬂd the Yourt and 1t is not the only recent cane,

It would, 1 bLeliwve, be myeh betters and could do uuch toward approaching a correct end
to thin and other caveu if Straightioward letters are used rather than those that.are
not fglthful to fuct, arc Misleading and are susceptible &f misunog,whsthor in files
for the future gf for presentation to & courte ' -

L hope ;yul.lj will ive this soume thought and substitute a letter that is,accord

with the actualitiecu.
Sinceroly,

L
;,//ffr([f' /

HOarold Weisberg



