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By Haynes .lohnsOn 
Wasitioston Post KW Writer 

Armed prisoners, vowing freedom or 
death, seized 10 hostages before dawn, 
lanterclay and transformed the ancient 
ji.c. jaitIntO a 4eibe conflict between • 

cts and Washiogton officiaidont .'. 

-

i 
. nightfall, after hours of ,ultime- 

• , maneuvering and negotiations, 
:prisoners stil; Abld. their hostages 

nnetli Hardy; Washington's de. 
ent of corrections director, and 
prison guards. But as the day • 
on, they had changed their de, 

and attempted to take their 
prison officiarS.. 

Hope were raised for a ,solution to 
the longin1ParWhen,_ _- bus caming Hardy, six convicts, Vet Walter. E. 
'auntroy (1)43.C) and,  several others 

left. the jail late in the afternoon., 
E 	tract 
In tie words of CongressWoman 

Shift,. Chisholm, (]N.Y.), who tea an 
!leave' part in 	migotiations, the con- 

eta 	 to court becas  
to ga before- 0148e and 

him.: What ,gosi on in 

She added: 
"meet some alindforat4lit if the 

condilidne are heard mit!' 
she' gso aid the convicts told.her . 	 ,  

won't harm, theinzi 
are not lamented in hurting *fl  

*heir grievances are 
as probably will be releasmr. 

Once at 'the. court, onentthe 
era-tilled out: "You want to 
Search us in the oturtroont 
stripped to the skin. The 0th 
erslollowed Ault. 
• The plan" at that -tteiw 

the •prisoners and 
Then another 20 prise 
the safoe bits ride to 

'present their dente 
or the orileineS,.the çØn 

Oemilsooste4i,  it did late* e der 

*eel it the jail by 
with only tw al- 
or death. They 

threatead repeatedly to kill Hardy If 
their desiandeTzetlinot met 

As thOlair ,Progressed and the Pris=. 
toser,demiAda'aiMlated, the nature of 

torF'nl*o changed. From 
dealing .oftallMivelY with IfitItY 

•offielehti  ;the prisoners Wei* 
mg' ihth ouch people as Mrs. 

Barry, D.C. school 
.,-Fauntroy, Julian 

Duncan, aides of 
Walter E. Wash. 

Julian Tepper 

who helped 'negotiate the Attica prison 
riot. 

'32*,,Yor Waithington was in constant 
touch with the situation from his corn7 
mend post downtown. Although the 
prisoners had demanded to :see him, 
Police Chief Jerry Y. Wilson said he 
did not want the mayor **wed to Pos-
sible violence. 

The prisoaers--all young men; and 
all blacks—seized control of Cellblock 
1 in the jail sometime between 1. and 2 
aan. yesterday; One-he/Ca their cell-
block is reserved exclusively for pris-
oners who have been placed on what 
prison authorities call "deadlock"—el-
tiler for violation of prison  regulations  

or because, they are considered danger. 
otts: or disruptive to other imnates. 

Once in control of the celiblock; 
where they then held nine prison 
guards, the convicts demanded to Se._ 
Hardy and Williato, L. Cleburne, 
Washington Post reporter who its* 
written extensively about jail coridt. 
tions. 

Hardy arid Claiborne came to the 
jail, talked to the prisoners, and then 
Claiborne was released to act as gob*. 
Orem. Hardy remained a hostage. 

Other hostages were Lt. Chafe 
Wren, Isaac Webb v Wilbert Robeeta,k John Crouse, Bernard Holmes, James,  
Sionders, David Michelow, and Craisr.,  
f Lowery.  

• Police said all but Wren appeared to 
have been uninjured. Wren was etre* istilie nose and head. 
• The tone of the remarks earliee 
tba day was consistently angry 
emotional. The prisoners said re 
ediy,  they were prepared to die. It now, 
headomre nothing. They s 

' that thefroeervedriefotf rftlYtti 
we* not a riot. 	"• 

In their words,, they touched tei .4 
"whole litany of problems, Oot. 
the D.C. jail but in other pipes 
*cross America. They referreed tathe 
bloody Attica uprising of SOte 
1171, of the deaths of the ja 
brothers, George and Jonathoh, at So-

. leded prison in California, Of *tongs in 
the courts and in American iocioty. 

Their adieu was to new reminder 
that the prison problern has flared into 
acts of violence . and dispirianOes 
throughout the 'nation in the pg*tifeW 
Years. These conditions in turn ,hare 
led orison Mitnitts.Linelnding thine at 
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Sliente4 

	

original 	c s—fteedont.._ 

	

was' 	tank 'tut of sight. 
t3#te 	"the.toitVlbta',.shouted: owelf6,  

th !mai 	heatVoft if we,-dmilt .J 
Alt 

 
is we *Mit. Tills head is coming? 

off." 	- 
-Nit aas.Viday,tietiontiliSta, of autump.,, 

tetror;' of ;40:4710:- threats'.  and,̀  ems.  at peaceful -nelt 
• ticitilint Br:Aral:he der halt ended,: 
tuallyi • ,-everyarie lteWathingtonW041-, 
Owl:die officials 410 Private citizens had 
Oen: caught '.up in the ininute-by,min- 
tge drama -tinfoitling. at •:, the old: 	„ 
AS: 	 ' 

hrite• 	itself personified the gori, 
ta..elti au%Ras** and: mgly buil* 
eructed gf.dull,tred brieMiand:' 

1bdstOlgtia eel agO.Aurrounflink 
*ware two phainii.lmk,,,,fences topped, 
with strands a-barbed Wire. It is sand- 
wiehed in betWeen the D.C. General 

artnI far!- 

The life-and.dea.th  draw-  at the • 
ma live, ceataiirYrold  jail' i4ifte ^after " a 
umber .of recent incrtieW thait-once-

ain thrust. the prison "problem".  onto .  
cent,er,stageln the nation-1.0'0W. 
Just nine days ago;. 'eiglii prisoners; 

; including . three of the 'Most-  Widely 
• criminals in Witshltigtert,-  es-

caped through an attic .1401ight and 
then,, led atter sliding ewe" stories.:' 

- down a, fire liaise and' climbing two 
Chehi,_ link. feji,Coa, topped With; barbed 

.i wire..nong Acme,  whop scaped Wati-
One :pritkaler jcopvictetl of Murder 
three others, jpdicted •on, murder 
Cher#0. 

It • was theylargestcbreakout in the• 
history of theleg•-. 	F 

lathee aftermath of the: escape, three 
Nada' were relieved .of, duty and a 

-grand AIRE and, -special:-team 
foderal: •and:•••; .District.„: • investigatore 
began a priority: inveetlgation.. PlOap 
kisolaers are at at large.  

The jail breatfollowed an emotional 
fiv 	-loot molithiby • 

'AO 	 rrit! - 
rrectiOnal. 

tt•riOntierii: 	if their etrik4 
`days. for 	e D.9,.1. es. ,,

won con sinne 
ngrieea and ,ttisets 
etiona 	s,a 

the 

poi 
obj 
Po 
arr 

E 
lined 

400- 
o•:1 • The nrut iMlieitgon of, trouble came; es and 	eii:ozAbout 3; A.M. When '1:Stainers .passed 

n. No one was ,re',5.,!:, ;nots<thpphigh a peephole in a steel doosq; 
0 young men were 	ding tis flick,  Palti$P4. The peels ifie: 

lack 
ero , idlenessand 
rats anti roaches. .. 

But , none *these es* 
elements, ot vest,  

b  on at the jet -
hat the prilson 

they revolution beg 
irciOck in the 	-111W. 

e Crowd '3; corrections Officerswere. 
jeers. :1 bloelt::1,;1iow the prisoners 
team trol,. Mid how they •obt 

entf join they •have einplo 
the lotig ordeal,'Is net 

Ithe inmates and the hostage's 
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of 
Claiborne wasc 
istWest Ws  

	

410 	.p elle 
up the reporter tied Sped  gie. jail whet* 	404 he met 1 .  

Y shOWed'. him the inbte. 
willing ;teNtalix with them?" .  seared Claiborne. The reporter said 
walked girOtigh aplarge 

series as a  :visiting ?.001n
ed the steel door to,Cellbloek I. 
through *se peep ele,, they sew 

:laceslittrro 	g 
prisoners were hol 

. reve.iyer. either of .32 07; 
her, 	Wrfen7Ifoin time to 
they talked, they pointed the Piet* 
both Hardy and Chdborne. 

Nardi asked the prisoners come' 
into the, rotunda and discuss the shins, 
tion. They, refused. "You're coiling  he 
weir not coming Olt," 'one etilehte 
shouted. 

Then the prisoners demanded 
policemen clustered in * bach  

itemoved. They leftk.,dgaiils, 
Claiborne  conferred 4144.. ' to enter the celiblock az@ 

to The prisoners. 
• Alter' the prisoners removed part 
the barricades, ,,compesed of 
Odra,,clesks and fire ektingnis 

about a foot wide was 
borne entered first. He 

over what was left; of the bartiend*,..... 
'end Was then pulled forward thiwnids 

narrow 'opening of the door 
of prisesiert: 

le WasiMmediately thrust wall and filaked for weapOrts. 
prisoners 

sown a long, dint-corridor pad series 
of cells toward a table at the end. The 
atmosphere Inside 'the eellblock was 
optwessive; the Single-bulbs covered by 
.1*e'Mesh at intervals in the ceiling 
gave off little light: In the early hours 
belore dawn, • the c 
and dank. A Strong smell, of Urine per- 

	

meated the 	eell 
cotaists- of five tiers of cells,. each tier 
with 17 cells andeacheell housing two 

For several minutesClaiborne was 
-With the ittost  vooal. of ties 
; one el flinilost vOciferene 

„him a long, emotional lecture, sat  
situation and the stakes involved,.. , , 

"This is a revolutionary act, 
he Was told. "This is an act of 
elfhiPS the eYetem: This is an respect and for us to be treat nuns, not like animals in a cage. 
a positive action." 

er prienner NtStraiip, 
te other  .prison :inelden where: 	• 

"We remember 	e 
P'S& 'Nektonientber 

to .10eithae  Jackson 
spOkc  about.. the 

Ii s  year ago i 
usorethan 40 pristine 

were 	"We 
11011311ehtil it 'A ea Biter  

with re* 
When MIMS' finally 

The seme long 	or, he 
ood , his head 	, sat cm  

the AftiePlink Ole 
and f 	at .thekmert.' 

convicts adlressed  
to Hardy. "We will accept only one - 
ternative," one man said. "That we will 
die here or, we will have our freedect* 

because death is beiltiralrte tett every 
day in the courts." 	- 

Another voice cut through the din: 
"We're tired, men. We're tired of fight-
ing. We only have k one ideernattrit—te 
die here on thesidewalk." 

Continually, they struck the same 
eme: this was not a riot. This was a 

revolution. 	, 
They also eseressed another com-

mon thought: they Were prepared to 
die, they Were entirely fatalistic.  

"I have accepted death" one pris-
oner said. "They're going  to kill, me 
when they open that door." 

Thee they issued their first de- , 
maeds:  

• Remove all police from the jail. 
• Permit the ''isonere to leave four 

at a time. 
(One convict disagreed. "You 'tell 

them that We're 'heeling out sit at a 
time," he said.) 

It was 5:45 Lin.' Claiborne leftthe 
cell block after what was probably the 
longest 35 'minutes of his life. It was 
still darrOntaide. Hardy and the other 
hostages remained in the cellbkock. ' 

AS dawn broke, crowds of curious 
citizens, attracted as always by morbid 
fascination, over a real life-and,deirh 
story, began to gather slowly tip the 
streets itrated thti jait Pifirdb had Cbr- 
cloned off, the intersections 	keep 
them back. The blocks surrounding the 
jail had been transformed into an 
armed cane, of police cruisers and 
men carrying rifles, tear-gas canisters, 
pistols and 

The 'Met*settli4 itte a stalemate. 
Offi' 	 Were

- 

- 
' more Coi& 	s he 	the sae ers   and the-offleitils,. Mere' 

tions between Claiborne  
side the celiblOck.windOwe tit' 
inside, more uncertainty about what, if 
anything, to do. '   

DelegationS Of prisoners from Lor" - toe and relatives of the hostages Wel* 
brought to the jail. FrOMAiiie  Vb. • 
the prlioners would appear at 
block wondows to shout dairita 
gathered belOw. 	• 

'Occadehally,' they brought 
with them. , 
Once,he was seen with *hat ap 
to be a crude,'" fashioned 
close to him. 

One of the more drain* 
came about moon when 
again brought : :to the' no 
prison official called-out: 	t., 
bloodshed. There are people here with 
a lot of problems. They have treated 
me decently.  
(police civil disturbance unit), action. I 
don't want that kind of action. I don't 
want bloodshed. This is not a criminal 

on. This is a revolution, Teti is 

ll'artri 14tief' thi AnOit 
the window,. One of . the prisenet  
shouted, "We're  going  to cut his 
off if we don't get what we tvant.;Ifii 
head is ,comingi .ofk You'd better,he- 
*ye that," 	

.-2L. ` ,Shomtir 	that, a 1030i1 spattered 

white shfst,WC eddeebtolieg 
to Lt. Wien:, 	Aitnf   ewe* 
block. window. 'It;;:flattered, slowly. oo 
the ground. 	• 	s „ 

-the''neott,heitr passed, there Wks 
;seater 	from' Alisids,.•*=the, cell- 
block. *We've got Is fire inside,"'sont& 
one yelled. 

Smoke 'curled' up 
'f thri the tier of 

tts!  e 	Into  dtek 

iot long 
b0019:1 	re lakoopisr. betWeen 
ticot, J4:011644 OfiC4tig alitriorilate 
zens involved. ,t0t, thei, iietieltY:'didy I 
more -of 	of confusion 'to 
scene. Two comments surattielf the 
feelings of optimism' 

From 
hohn (D-N y.), speaking  le11:40 

ttdigreekirensisieSteriey .(thbh 

"At lit&f-hr,*e"*t 
hoping 	ifa'Catl see a break". sze '1 From  Ron Goldfarb; head of the 41 
Citizens Committee for Criminal 
tice at about the same time: 

"This  sittu is very critical." 

Cbstribuitelle today's inticiss;cm hg 
tr, 

Ma 
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1evy, 00eykor Mitchell, chell; Peter 
Margaret 	
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