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A Belief in Conspiracy 

 

AS LITERATURE, philos- 
ophy or social commentary, 
it is hardly on a par with the '  

lettere that make up George 
Jackson's Soleded Brother. 

But the letter /rent a con-
vict at Lorton may be 'more 
typical of the views of those 
black inmates who see,  

themselves as political pris-
oners or as victims of some 
massive, well-coordinated 
conspiracy—more typical in 
part because it is at least as 
earnest and a good deal 
more, confused. 

It is typical, too, in that it 
was written by a man whose 
polities have nothing to do 

with his being Where he is; 
4eit doing time for at-
tempted burglarY and petty 
larceny. 

But for him the conspir-
acy is real. "It has become 
nationwide," he writes, "and 
seemingly, the respected cit-
izens are either blind or re-
fuse to accept facts and vis-
ual proof of a master con-
spiracy . 

"I am aware of our many 
black leaders in the commu- 
nity, and in Congress, but it 
is my belief that these lead-
ers unknowingly are being 
used to further 'an existing 
master plan. 

"THE PLAN consists of 
Identification, Categorised 
Minority Control, and Grad-
ual Extermination. I am 
sure many of our citizens 
have heard these charges 
before, but most people ig-
nore the thought that any 
such plan is feasible. 

"I know it sounds far-
fetchetk to big and  hideous 
to be true. But if one would 
stop to think who he is deal-
ing with, and what the con-
troller stands to lose . 
one could realize that such a 
plan would not be out of 
context—in fact, very logicsa 
and practical. 

"All the big to-do about 
population explosion----Who 
does it directly affect? Birth 
control: they find it neces-
sary, not without =dictate 
intent, to stress the imoOr-
tance of this measure , to 
minority individuals. Eco-
nomic standards and pre*. 
dice have caused such con-
ditions that make it aimed 
impossible for those of the 
minority to avoid any op-
portunity to use one another 
to steal, and to lie in an at-
tempt to better their. Per-
eonal situation -- and to 
survive.. 

"Most condi ons are In- 
tel:414We to 	a extent, 
giving the eontroller an 
cute for strict and earef 
directed law-enforcement 
procedures. This serves the 
purpose of Identification:.  
and control of as many black 
faces as possible. The mill-
tarY services• fit this cats-
gory, also, and contributes 
highly to extermination.: 

"If a black face has not 
yet got a jail number, -FBI 
identification, military sent-
ice number, you may depend 

on an efficient govermit 
toat they hove one  Or,  
the other — and sooner Or 
later an official regigtration 
number at the morgue." 

ALL RIGHT: It sound* 
pretty paranoid, and the 
logic breaks down now and 
then. So why didn't I throw 
it away? 

Well, • for one thing, it's  

not as insane as It sounds. 
I don't happen to believe 
that there is any nationally 
coordinated conspiracy 
against blacks or any other 
minority. But the guy who 
can't find decent work to 
support his family, and who 
lands in jail when he at- 
tempts the only alternative 
he knows; may find it easier 
to convince himself that 
Midi a conspiracy exists. 

And he reads enough 
about bloody police raids, 
birth c o n t r o 1, welfare 
budget cuts, the military 
draft, poor health care and 
other, forms of "genocide" 
that he may start to think 
that someone really is after 
Wm—after us. 

Nor is everyone who 
shares this feeling in jail. 
Some very respectable, out- 
wardly successful blacks 
start to wonder just what is 
going on when, for example, 
their work requires that 
they be photographed for 
I1i eards—by the same ma-
chines the South Africans 
use to make passes for 
blacks. 

(The reaction to anything 
that smacks 6f registration 
or identification is very , 
moat like the reaction of 
the• antigtin control ,people 
Who fear that registration 
Will be followed by confis-
cation.) 

NV what ,do you say to 
a man who really believes 
there is an antiblack con- 
spiney afoot? 'You can point 
out that a number of blacks 
are slotting new records for 
achievement; but he knows 
that already. 

And he also knows what 
yon know: that black Ameri, 
cans ore still being victim-
ized by hypocrisy in high 
places, by official indiffer- 
ence and neglect and by 
pervasive racism, And if •you 
believe that is Still happen-
ing, is it paranoid to assume 
that it isn't happening by 
accident? 


