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A federal judge here yester-
day indicated he may abolithi 
the Virginia penal system ban 
on inmate dealings( with nevi's 
men personally and throtigPilo" 
the mail. "'14,:', 

U.S. District Court Ju 	— 
Robert I. Merhige Jr. stron g  
indicated at the end of a tog. 
day trial on prison censorstile' 
that he would order a reviSioit! 
of the state's inmate cens8fPi'I avx ship code. 

41  He took the matter tina,
.07)

eryi,,, 
advisement but did not sagm, 
when he would issue a ruling 

Under present rules, PriS011arit 
censors are forbidden fro a  
reading inmate mail going tp LL4, 
and coming from their lawycikits.i  
and the courts. The nor*RIds  
practice is to open the 
bound legal mail in the pre 
ence of the inmate to ch0 
for contraband. 16i However, Philip J. Hirs rq kop, an American Civil Libeisoht  
tics Union atiorney represerit-8 , 
ing the inmates, charbed thalonn  
Mail to Ids orgenteation 
been opened byprigon of 	rr 


