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 "T
he 

correction system
 in the U

nited 
S

totes is a n
ation

al d
isgrace. It 

corrects little. It reh
ab

ilitates 
few. It does nothing for m

ost of 
eft p

eop
le w

h
o serve tim

e in
 it. 

.d
ad

 it d
oes p

reciou
s little for 

th
e society w

h
ich

 h
op

es it w
ill 

g
e
n

t c
r
im

e
."

 
1b

 w
ord

s are th
ose of R

ich
-

ard' W
. V

eld
e, associate ad

m
in

-
litrator of th

e Ju
stice D

ep
art-

IN
Siors L

aw
 E

nforcem
ent A

ssis-
tettes A

dm
inistration. 

T
h

e view
 is a con

sen
su

s h
eld

 
10111 *pressed by state and fed-
a
id

 officials alik
e: 

D
egrading and brutal to those 

etth
h

t, ign
ored

 an
d

 n
eglected

 
te, th

o
se w

ith
o

u
t, A

m
erica

's 
arh

oires an
d

 jails are failin
g to 

sid
ad

d
litate crim

in
als or p

ro-
tect the public. 

om
 A

ttica in
 N

ew
 Y

ork
 to 

aft Q
uentin in C

alifornia, 200,-
4011. adult m

en and w
om

en are 
Igned to spend part of their 

N
os b

eh
in

d
 p

rison
 w

alls. 
.11P

rern
 th

e T
om

b
s in

 N
ew

 
'N

eh
 C

ity
 to

 O
rlea

n
s P

a
rish

 
trim

 in
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s, an

oth
er 

LA 
m

illion
 m

en
, w

om
en

 an
d

 
*
S

iren
 p

a
ss th

ro
u

g
h

 lo
ca

l 
led

 each
 year, aw

aitin
g trial, 

eilelta
ticin

g
 o

r th
e en

d
 o

f a
 

sleititle th
ose w

alls, m
an

y of 
h

u
rt b

u
ilt 100 or m

ore years 
th

ey are exp
osed

 at b
est to 

fin
an

ced
 reh

ab
ilitation

 
m

s an
d

 m
in

im
u

m
 livin

g 
on

s. A
t w

orst, th
ey live 

u
m

an
 sq

u
alor, su

fferin
g 

sad
istie b

ru
tality at th

e h
an

d
s  

of th
eir k

eep
ers or fellow

 p
ris-

oners. 
F

or m
ost A

m
ericans, the m

i-
n

o
rity

 b
eh

in
d

 b
a

rs is o
u

t o
f 

sigh
t an

d
 ou

t of m
in

d
. O

u
t of 

m
in

d
, th

at is, u
n

til d
ram

atical-
b,  called

 to p
th

lic atten
tion

 b
y 

a riot or a revolt, su
ch

 as th
at 

a
t A

ttica
, w

h
ere 4

0
 m

en
 lo

st 
th

eir lives. 
Y

et all b
u

t a m
ere 2, p

er cen
t 

of th
e p

rison
ers 	

som
eday 

return to society w
here, accord-

in
g to official fed

eral figu
res, 

60 to 70 p
er cen

t of th
em

 w
ill 

com
m

it another crim
e. 

E
xp

en
sive to m

ain
tain

, even
 

m
o
re ex

p
en

siv
e to

 reb
u

ild
, 

A
m

erica' s 400 prisons and 4,000 
jails are b

reed
in

g grou
n

d
s of 

crim
e a

n
d

, 
v

io
len

ce th
a

t 
rresen

t,-in
 th

e w
ord

s of P
resi-

d
en

t N
ixon

, "
a con

vin
cin

g case 
of failu

re."
 

In 1870, the A
m

erican C
orrec-

tional A
ssociation resolved that 

"
th

e aid
 of th

e p
rison

 sh
ou

ld
 

b
e to

 m
a

k
e in

d
u

strio
u

s free 
m

en
 rath

er th
an

 ord
erly an

d
 

obedient prisoners." 
Y

et 101 years later, d
esp

ite 
the urgings of N

ixon, C
hief Jus-

tice W
a

rren
 E

. B
u

rg
er a

n
d

 
scores of others, that aim

 is un-
fulfilled. 

O
f the $1.5 billion spent year-

ly on corrections in the' U
nited 

States, form
er A

tty. G
en. R

am
-

sey C
lark estim

ates that 95 per 
cen

t goes for cu
stod

ial costs: 
w

a
lls, b

a
rs a

n
d

 g
u

a
rd

s. T
h

e 
balance, C

lark says, is spent on 
reh

ab
ilitation

: ed
u

cation
, job

 
training and health services. 

T
o b

e su
re, -con

d
ition

s h
ave 

im
p

roved
 sin

ce th
e A

m
erican

 
C

o
rrectio

n
a

l , A
sso

cia
tio

n
 

id
op

ted
 its statem

en
t of p

u
r-

p
ose..  

. C
orp

oral ,p
u

n
ish

rien
t is n

o
 

tenger. official policy. P
rison.ar-

ch
itects a

re d
esig

n
in

g
' m

in
-

im
um

 security facilities that es-
ch

ew
 B

astille-lik
e grim

eess. 
In

n
o
v
a
tiv

e tra
in

in
g
 a

n
d

 
educational program

s are being 
'adopted. , T

w
enty states 

-have 
w

ork
-release p

rogram
s. P

rison
 

P
oP

u
lation

s h
ave d

eclin
ed

 in
 

th
e p

ast 10 years. A
n

 estim
ated-

800,000 offenders w
ho in earlier 

tim
es m

igh
t h

e b
eh

in
d

 b
ars are 

free on probation or parole. 
Y

et d
esp

ite an
 8 p

er cen
t d

e-
clin

e in
 p

rison
 com

m
itm

en
ts in

 
10 years since the peek' of 213,-: 
000 in

 1960, V
eld

e says 
se

a
t 

p
rison

ers d
on

't b
ettin

g 
behind 

b
ars. 

"
T

h
e fa

ct is th
a
t o

n
ly

 b
e-

tw
een

 1
0
 a

n
d

 2
5
 p

er cen
t o

f 
th

ose n
ow

 in
 jails an

d
 p

rison
s 

really b
elon

g th
ere,"

 h
e said

. 
"T

he bulk of the prisoners now
 

in
 cu

stod
y, w

h
atever th

eir of-
fense, should be in properly su-
p

ervised
 p

rob
ation

 or p
arole 

situ
ation

s."
 

A
n

d
 all tie en

ligh
ten

ed
 p

e-
nology O

f the 20th C
entury has 

n
ot b

een
 ab

le to p
reven

t th
e 

d
isin

teg
ra

tio
n

 o
f th

e 
M

oan 
sp

irit am
on

g m
en

 su
b

jected
 to 

p
rivation

 an
d

 b
rith

d
*-1,,. 

O
n

ly last m
et*, th

e d
estk

e  D
ep

artm
en

t join
ed

 in
m

ates at 
M

ississip
p

i's P
arch

m
an

 S
tate 

P
rison in seeking a court ruling 

that conditions in the institution 
con

stitu
te cru

el an
d

 in
h

u
m

an
 

p
u

n
ish

m
en

t in
 violation

 of th
e 

C
onstitution. 


