
R
usso C

laim
s Jail M

istreatm
ent 

4n
th

on
y R

u
sso, 35, w

as a 
resea

rch
 a

n
a
lyst a

t R
a
n

d
 

C
orporation

 an
d w

as recen
t-

ly
 in

d
ic

te
d
 in

 c
o
n

n
e
c
tio

n
 

w
ith

 D
an

iel E
llsberg an

d dis-
trib

u
tio

n
 o

f th
e P

en
ta

g
o
n

 
P

a
p
ers. B

efo
re th

a
t h

e w
a
s 

im
p

riso
n

ed
 fo

r 4
7

 d
a

ys fo
r 

refu
sa

l to
 testify b

efo
re a

 
g

ra
n

d
 ju

ry. H
is d

escrip
tio

n
 

b
e
lo

w
 is o

f L
o
s A

n
g
e
le

s 
C

ou
n

ty Jail. 

R
u

sso: A
b

ou
t 6 o'clock

 I 
w

as called
 to th

e b
ook

in
g 

room
 . . . w

h
ere clerk

s tak
e 

th
e valu

ab
les you

 w
eren

't 
su

p
p

osed
 to h

ave in
 jail .. 

T
he lady behind the w

indow
 

&
tin

t w
an

t m
e to k

eep
 m

y 
reading glasses nor m

y foun-
tain

 p
en

 . . . I said
, "

P
lease, 

I'd
>

 lik
e to k

eep
 th

ose b
e-

cau
se I n

eed
 th

em
 to read

. 
T

h
e glasses I h

ave on
 are 

for long 
distance . . . "A

nd 
she replied, "W

ell, you're not 
gon

n
a n

eed
 th

em
 b

ecau
se 

you
're n

ot gon
n

a b
e d

oin
g  

m
u

ch
 read

in
g w

h
ere you

're 
going." W

hich kind of upset 
m

e. I alw
ays th

ou
gh

t th
at 

on
e cou

ld
 read

 in
 jail . . . I 

said, "Y
ou're not serious, are 

you?" ... 
A

 g
u

a
r
d

 w
a
lk

e
d

 u
p

, 
and he said, "Y

ou got a prob-
lem

 h
ere?"

 A
n

d
 I look

ed
 at 

h
im

 an
d

 I said
, "

N
o, I d

on
't 

have any problem
. D

o you?" 
. . A

s I w
as talk

in
g w

ith
 th

e 
lady clerk, the guard w

alked 
u

p
, grab

b
ed

 m
e b

y th
e arm

 
and started pU

shing m
e out 

o
f th

e ro
o
m

 . . . I w
a
lk

ed
 

d
ow

n
 th

e h
allw

ay ab
ou

t a 
h

u
n

d
red

 feet, w
h

en
 all of a 

su
d

d
en

, fou
r gu

ard
s tu

rn
ed

 
on

 m
e an

d
 th

ey b
od

ily 
p

u
sh

ed
 m

e th
ro

u
g
h

 th
is 

d
oor, an

d
 th

ere I w
as in

 a 
m

axim
u

m
 secu

rity cell . . 
C

oncrete, solid, no w
indow

s 
... S

ix
 o

th
er g

u
y
s ... 

- [R
u

sso
 sa

id
 h

e h
a
d

 n
o
t 

m
ad

e a p
h

on
e call after h

e 
su

rren
d

ered
 h

im
self a

n
d

 

w
an

ted
 to call h

is law
yer. 

H
e says h

e tried
 u

n
su

ccess-
fu

lly to get a resp
on

se from
 

tw
o gu

ard
s sittin

g ou
tsid

e 
h

is d
oor.] 

S
o
 I b

eg
a
n

 to
 y

ell o
u

t 
th

ro
u

g
h

 th
ere a

b
o

u
t h

o
w

 
th

ose gu
ys w

ere violatin
g 

m
y con

stitu
tion

al righ
ts ... 

I w
as gettin

g m
ad

d
er an

d
 

m
ad

d
er . . . an

d
 I b

egan
 to 

k
ick

 th
e d

oor .. . as h
ard

 as 
I cou

ld
 an

d
 th

ese b
ig m

etal 
doors m

ake a lot of noise . . . 
I d

id
 th

at for ab
ou

t five 
m

in
u

tes an
d

 all of su
d

d
en

 
th

e d
oor' flew

 op
en

 an
d

 a 
flying w

edge of guards cam
e 

th
rou

gh
; fou

r or five an
d

 I 
w

as flatten
ed

 ... th
ey cam

e 
th

rou
gh

, h
it m

e, p
u

sh
ed

 m
e 

u
p

 a
g
a
in

st th
e w

a
ll, sa

id
, 

"
T

u
rn

 a
ro

u
n

d
, p

u
t y

o
u

r 
h

an
d

s again
st th

e w
all."

 I 
d

id
 . . . an

d
 on

e h
an

d
 w

as 
jerked aw

ay and pushed up
'  

behind m
e really tight. 

I felt lik
e m

y
 a

rm
 w

a
s 

going to be pulled out of its 
socket. A

nd then the second 
arm

 w
as p

u
lled

 b
eh

in
d

 m
e 

. . A
nd then som

eone kicked' 
m

y legs out from
 under m

e. 
I felt k

n
eA

s a
ll o

v
er M

e, 
k

n
ees on

 m
y h

ead
, on

 acc 
neck: I w

asn't struggling 
it w

o
u

ld
 b

e rid
icu

lo
u

s to
 

stru
ggle ... 

T
h

ey b
egan

 to ch
ain

 ogi 
m

y legs, an
ds

  th
ey p

u
t 

N
W

 
w

rists in
 h

a
n

d
cu

ffs . 
really tigh

t . . . so th
ey tied

 
m

y' hands cuffed behind m
e 

a
n

d
 m

y
 leg

s sh
a
ck

led
 to

-
geth

er. T
h

en
 th

ey tied
 

S
Y

 
hands to m

y ankles, soit wale 
done u

p
 in

 a little n
eat b

olt 
there, lying on m

y belly .. 
A

fter ab
ou

t h
alf an hour 

w
e h

ad
 th

e ch
ain

s loose so I 
co

u
ld

 sta
n

d
 u

p
 . . . I w

a
s 

really so m
ad then that : . 

I 
sp

u
n

 arou
n

d
 an

d
 ch

ain
ed

 
the door bam

t--and did that 
a cou

p
le of tim

es . . . 
A

n
d

 all of 
a sudden the 


