
;f
t 

V
.
 

B
lacks F

eet Jailedby -C
olo 

• 
•
 

A
N

T
H

O
N

Y
 J. R

usso 
E

llsberg friend 

d
oor • flew

 o
p

en
 a

n
d

 . th
e 

cap
tain

 w
as th

ere. H
e h

ad
 

rea
l a

u
th

o
rity

 . . . a
n

d
 h

e 
said, "A

re you M
r. R

usso?" I 
sak

i, "
Y

es."
 H

e said
, "

W
e 

didn't know
 w

ho you w
ere." 

. . an
d

 th
at m

ad
e m

e m
ad

 
a

s h
ell b

eca
u

se w
h

a
t th

a
t 

m
ean

t w
as th

at th
is w

as p
ar 

for th
e cou

rse . . . 

R
obert Joh

n
son

, 46, a -for-
m

er social w
orker, is w

arden
 

of G
raterford sta

te p
riso

n
 in

 
P

en
n

sylvan
ia, on

e of th
e first 

blacks n
am

ed to h
ead a m

ajor 
prison

.. H
is prison

 staff is 80 
p
er cen

t w
h

ite; 8
0
 p

er cen
t 

of th
e in

m
ates are black. 

Q
u

estion
; W

h
at k

in
d

 of a 
p

rob
lem

 d
id

 you
 h

ave com
-

in
g in

 as a b
lack

 w
ard

en
 in

 
a largely w

h
ite correction

al 
staff? 

J
o
h

n
so

n
;. E

v
ery

b
o
d

y
 

seem
s• to th

in
k

 th
at's a b

ig 
problem

, but really I haven't 
seen

 a
n

y
 b

ig
 p

ro
b

lem
 . . . 

I
'm

 in
t
e
r
e
s
t
e
d

 in
 

w
h

at's h
ap

p
en

ed
 to p

rison
s,  

b
eca

u
se o

f th
e in

flu
x

 o
f 

b
la

ck
s, y

o
u

n
g

 b
la

ck
s. In

 
m

an
y w

ays th
e A

m
erican

 
prison system

 has becom
e a 

sy
stem

 w
h

ich
 im

p
riso

n
s 

black people, at a tim
e-w

hen 
rate con

sciou
sn

ess is very 
h

ig
h

 in
 th

e co
u

n
try

, a
n

d
 

th
at's very sp

ecial. M
an

y 
b

la
ck

 p
riso

n
ers feel th

a
t  

th
ey

're in
 p

riso
n

 b
eca

u
se 

th
ey're b

lack
 . . . T

h
ere's a 

very con
vin

cin
g argu

m
en

t 
th

at th
ere is a sp

ecial p
en

-
alty in

 th
e correction

s sys-
tem

 for being M
ack . . . 

Q
. D

oes th
is m

ak
e for in

-
te

r
n

a
l p

r
o

b
le

m
s in

 th
e
 

corrections system
? 

A
. N

o question about it . . . 
Y

ou
're ask

in
g th

e p
rison

s 
to

 reso
lv

e a
 p

ro
b

lem
 th

a
t 

th
e w

h
ole cou

n
try is faced

 
w

ith
. P

riso
n

s, ca
n

't d
o
 it. 

P
riso

n
s a

re p
ro

b
a
b

ly
 th

e ' 
w

orst p
laces in

 th
e w

orld
 to 

T
e-socialize p

eop
le ... 

Q
. W

ell, w
h

y are you
 in

 
corrections?. It's a tough job. 

A
. Som

etim
es I ask m

yself 
th

e sam
e q

u
estion

. S
ocial 

con
sciou

sn
ess, really. W

ith
 

so m
an

y b
lack

 p
eop

le b
ein

g 
involved in the crim

inal jus-
tice sy

stem
, rea

lly
. T

h
is 

is od
e of m

y m
ain

 reason
s 

for staying . .. So m
any peo-

p
le are th

ere b
ecau

se of a 
lack

 of love ...  

• Q
. H

ow
 do you say that le 

a m
an

 to w
h

om
 you

're ak
) 

sayin
g, 'Y

ou
 get in

to• th
at 

cell an
d

 I'm
 goin

g to lock
 

th
e d

o
o
r o

n
 y

o
u

 a
n

d
 I'*

 
goin

g to d
eterm

in
e w

h
en

 
you get out.'? 

A
. T

h
ere are w

ays to d
o 

that even. 
Q

. H
ow

? 
A

. F
or on

e th
in

g, b
y n

ot 
sayin

g, "
G

et in
 th

ere, you
 

b
la

c
k

 m
--e

r
."

 

Q
. A

re you
 sayin

g th
at. 

you see the crux of your lob 
as in

trod
u

cin
g a h

u
m

an
e 

and loving relationship into 
the lives of m

en? 
A

: N
o question about it. 

Q
. . . H

o
w

 d
o
 y

o
u

 tid
te 

people w
ho are in an inslltis-

d
on

 'b
u

ilt of ceram
ic, eft►  

crete an
d

 steel, an
d

 in
tro 

duce the idea of hum
an lovo 

and trust? 
A

. B
y practicing it m

yself, 
b

y gettin
g oth

er p
eop

le in
 ,rn

 
the institution to practice it 


