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Dear Steve, 

There is little point in a correspondence of trivialities. I have 
asked certein things of you. You hew declined teem for reeeons you consider 
sufficient, and I will let it reest at that, wave far wkx** what you seem not 
to have understood: if eneiting eventuates. It is then I will have something 
to say. There is a crime of silence, when it is unseemly to be silent. The 
chances of what 1 anticipated cueing to pass in that .7orm now seem slight. 
1n other forms, perhaps much better. In shy event, you will have viebreex 
played your role, in eeveral parts, end will heee your oen responsibilitees 
to beer. Right now you are Iliding behind Jim's ekele* skirts, F AtRht 
shift from his aeronstringe. Your affair. 

But if anything does come to pass, it will then become my affair. 

You have made the eyeephentic mistake of equating ell of whet so 
many of have worked so hard for with aim. You have made the error of assuming 
him to be right, end not just most of the time but ell of it. You have, in 
feet, made yourself his dogrobber. ThatkiF not the same thing as being 
his friend. Certain things are required of friends neither reeuireehor 
delivered by servants 

lay interest is the protection cf ell of us. That Includes Tire  It 
ie not long since I saved him fro- the fruit of his own folly end abysmally 
peer judgement. If he is neither gracious nor geeteful about it, he also is 
not happy, for it melees his conceet of self more uncomfortable. It inereeses 
his Lee of likine for me, which is not abnormal, especially for him. However, 
the fact is that I did save him, at lest for the ti-e being, end in doing 
this I have saved all of us end - 1  have had nothing to say in public. 6'nless 
it becomes elacee2ery, I will not. If it becomes necessary, I  most assuredly 
will, believe me. i1y eeeire is not to hurt him, not to embarrass him. it 
he is at once proud and capable of consummate stupidities, which melees the 
job of protecting him from himself more difficult. Do you think it is anything 
more than hie: fear of porsonelig embarrassment that impelled him to ask you 
to remain silent? How stupid that is! I know more than anyone could want 
if my purpose were to hurt or embarrass him. He does only whet he hen from 
the first, he ceipplee himself. 

Do you realize that with all his publicity, influence, accuse to 
people end money, cll the powerof his office, unless he can convict Shaw and 
make the conviction stick, which I regard as unlikely even though I do and 
have believed Stem isHerterend, he hoe contributed not a single thing except 
error and irresponsibility to whet is known about XFK/s murder? Do you 
realize that much of the attention be has gotten would otherwise have gone 
to others of us, who would have had knowledge to offer? He has been an effect-
ive propagandist, but he hes carried no fact to the people and has developed 
none, not himself and not with all the effort you people out there put it 
for him, at the coat of other work you could have done. Well, I thihk he also 
realizes it, and I think it makes him uncomfortable. 

One of his too-many great blunders was L'Affair Hepburn. 't hurts 
hies, yet he paid no attention when he was cautioned and later gave the crap 
its new name. I started warning lest February, when it weer:obvious to me 
there was no possibility of KDB association with him, no matter how indirect, 
nor with any of us on other then en entirely singular basis. No one would 
listen. 1oure ell gent sea, all subject to flattery. When I sew the text 
of pert 3 &ft etas it June,"1  I Irate him eeintedly this could not be for real. 



"0 intelligent child can read pat Buck and credit it, but all of you did, 
slid Low you are embarrassed. gh

at 
 embarrassment mill be greeter if it 

makes us more trouble, end I will see to it. The better course is that l have 
chosen, to prepare meself to defend. eoeover, I have nothing personal in 
defending the most colloeal atupidies of ehe docile end Everythine personal 
to lose by it. So, I certatuly will not go to a lot or teouble to protect 
you fools from yourselves. The hell with it. tempt your petty secrets and 
stew in their juices. There is meets tee much I can do that serves a constructive 

purpose. In the time xi 1  hove wasted tryiag to help him wick who would net be 

helped, j k could have written ono of the boons I plan, and eith eh .t It has 
coat me, personally, I could have come clone to pebliehine it. That it n nest 

I will not continue to waste. With but a fraction of the effort an:] money you 

children pleyineemen's gene pissed away, there could have be en !viol work done 

in "ew Orleans.4ehe basis is laid, end I laid it. Much would likely have been 

of value right now, but that greet genius was playing dollhouse with the 
seseseinetion, with little girls who shave helping. I do not lika this at 

ell, end 1 acknowledge it memo no bitter. It his not, hanever, influenced 
vet I Jo and have dime. If you do not eeow it, eventually you! will. 

I bop° this gives you s little better underetenline, whether or not 

you nee it, whether or not you beadeve it. Ir you have a genuine feeling for 

Jim, you had better cone to underotand that all that protects him and has thus 
far, aside from what others hayed done, is tte most fantastic luck int tip world. 
It is so exceptional,; it might even hold nut. The odds are ageInst it. hose 
with a genuine feeling had better try more to:seine defenses. Those citha 
any independence, any self-respect at all, had best assume the responsibilities 
and attitudes of man, to think and not liea men. A certain amount of your nut-
country gibeerish feeds beck to me. I do not care, but 1 wonder that some of you 

are allowed out alone at nieett 

elease understand,' am not isoletine you, bet saying these things 
relate to you end no other. ourpostscript may be legitimate. But it is not 
because you ere yoang and inexperienced that you have done damage (and again 
I speak not of you alone). Two others in your acme age group are among the 

moat solid sect dependable woeeers we have. They are never beard of, but they dedeek 
excellent work, have made legitimate accomplishments, have the moat mature 
judgement. But if you do, genuinely, esit, which is what you say, you muot 
express your concern t with something more than lopping tongue. Being Jim's 

handmaiden may get you a little transitory publicity. It will do no more for 
you, and it does nothing for aneona or anything else. If you do not do your 
own thinking, your own understending, you ere but the empty shell of a mall. 
fe may prefer such around him, but when the time cornea he will find he has 

been surrounded by gnoste. 

One other thing: if at any time you change you mind and decide to 
tell me whet you know about the poeple, etc., in this operation, if you ex-
eggerate, distort, lie, twist, interpret or in any slight degree depart from 

what is absolute fact, then I will haunt you even more, for there is onLy 
one thing that can do us any good, sna that is strictly impresariol fact, with 

neither self-justification nor embellishment. Remember this well, for that may 

be an operation other than you conceive it. 

Sincerely, 

'arold 5eisberg 
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February 18, 1969 

Dear Harold, 

I received your reply today. Realizing how tired you 
must have been after the hearing in Washington it is understandable 
that you could not say much. I know that my letter must have seemed 
to be an unending defense of my actions and also that you have already 
defended me but I was not trying to excuse myself rather to explain 
some things which you asked me to do. I will not belabor the points 
anymore. 

I was sincere when I told you that I had been advised not 
to answer your request for detailed info, on the Farwwell America "bit" 
but I must say your letter brought me closer to wanting to tell you 
what I can. I will,at my soonest opportunity, talk to Jim about send-
ing you some of the information which I turned over to the office upon 
my return. I have spoken with him recently and his opinion of me was 
not as low as yours, however, I believe that some of your words are 
not meant as insults as much as they are a way of elucidating certain 
criticisms. I hope that is true. 

Since you have written a book on the Attny. General's 
secret autopsy report review and the other materials it would be a 
waste oSitime,in my opinrion,to attempt to review all of that for 
an "exercise " in analysis. There must be a more constructive project 
to work on. I will seek that. My father very kindly offered his time 
in examining the work but without a detailed knowledge of other aspects 
of the case he woald not be able to realize some of the discrepancies 
whlbh are not strictly mediaal (like the extra weight of CE 399 added 
by multiple fragments being present in the neck wound.)I would like to 
know if you think it important to fully investigate the background of 
Jim Braden, aka. Eugene Hale Brading and if you do or not could you 
avail me of any information which you have gathered yourself. 

It seems 'that Jim Rose had made a rather cursory exam-
ination of some information about him but I am not only double checking 
that but developing some more info. on a lead whin I discovered in 
the newspapers. 

oven, I shall close this note, since I meant only to tell 
you that I would try to send you the material you specifically requested 
about the F.A. bit. Since you do not plan to remain silent you should 
have all the facts if you are to speak about it. Then, I would hope you 

do not retain your anger as you did in your letter. 
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One thing puzzles me. When you speak of how we (the 
young students of the case) have damaged 	the critics with our 
inexperienced efforts- and you are core.ect that our mistakes have 
been rain costly - what did your expect of us? If our efforts were 
sincere,they were inspired by you in the first place. If I had not 
read your books, and those of other critics, I would not have become 
aware of the fraud. If I were older and more set in some sort of 
profession then I might have been a lazy, irresponsible citizen like 
the rest of them. But after being exposed to your work I had to get 
involved. I had to do something because not only was I outraged by 
the corrppt and criminal manner in which my government was misren-
resenting me and all others but I cared a great deal holm about what 
was lost in Dallas. I had been originally inspired to "give a damn" 
by President Kennedy in the first place. The mewling that that in-
spiration gave me was taken away. Then the bitterness and loss suffered 
by us all was given new hope to replace it by the fight that you and 
the other critics and Jim garrison waged. To watch it without joining 
that fight would be to let others do the work that I whould have been 
doing - if in any small aay to contribute. Now that I have tried I 
truly regret having damaged your progress but I would like to continue) 
having learned eertain lessons about the rexpommatthilk* responsibility, 
to help. 

Very Sincerely yours, 

Steve Jaffe 


