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.7 KECORD OF CONVERSATION WITI RODERT K. BROWN 1/”
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Captain Brown kneu or ma throuuh Herb Rau of the ’

XL . .
e —

Mami Herald, |
: i Brown hau been inthe proeeaa or nsaembling material .
4 L;_(primarily in South Miami) for an anti-CIA book. e need..
‘a2 CIA but we ahould not have to put up with their incompetency®. - ¥

Erown is 30-40 years old and hae a permanent home in N e i
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Boulder, Colorado. He was in the Army (Special aervice and
'Intelligence) until approximately 1958. He has been in the
Reserves since then, with perlods of recall. ‘

He has been 1nvolved with the Cubans since 1958.

;ﬁwer o Cuba for two weeks in 1958 for aeveral months in the
winter and apr;ng or 1959 and during March and April of 1c60. .

“~In an as 1de, he aaid that he wished he had never become involved
: aitn Cuba because it has caused him much grief, time and money. .%}?'
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Broun was employod oy LIFE Magazine during the summcr of v T

T

3,1007 to wor& on a storj on the Kennedy Aasaaainauion/barrison 3

“ stoe. Jie aorked with/Dick Bl1lings and Mike Accoca. They
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~ ¢ spent a great deal of money but he doea np; believe that any-
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'“thing has been published as a result. _;.: iyt B
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" ipost-of this memo doals yith them and thoir activitios.

-, .. ffhey were always broke and in trouble and few of them got much

" 1‘Ha11 was operating with a Nicaraguan group, trainin; on some

: ' i . » : ;J-.-.-
- ' _ During tho yearé 1960-1963, he ppent much time in and '.ﬂf,q"ﬂ:
'+ -apound llaml, involved with the "cubnn Venturc". He knowsd, =%, L %

' ‘moat of tho wgoldiers of Fortune" quite well and much of tha

. it I
“
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: Generally speakins, Brown folt that the soldlers of
" portune should be properly called the "Soldiera of Misfortune®. .’

out of their labors. Many of thelr exploita were fictional.

murning to the various characters of 1nterest Brown
first mentioned'Loran Hall, whom he, deacrihed as a pnychologic

' ier. Brown first met 4all in 1959 in Havana. At that time, . .

f'property owned by Clenfuegod. Hall spparently had 2 rfalling
- out with the Nicaraguans and ag @ rcuult was thrown in jall.

f_Eventually, Hall was released and returned to tne U. S.

Brown Ian inuo Hall again in 1963 on the Vest coast .’

" . ..
. whepe Holl was operating with the Birchers. Steve Uilson cu, bl
f'and Gerry Patrick were also 1n the group . Hall was giving :
the Birchers allk kinda of bull on what he planned to do

ar
v

about rFidel. : o , uz?fﬁ‘“

M

prown next discussed Lawrence Howard. lie does not have

too high 8 rega‘d put sald that his eredibility was better

" than Hallla. Brown sald thaq Howard hod run 2 tralning
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- f' languages in several school systems’ inecluding Now Yorik City. *,‘V'.'
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o eomp for Las Forror in 1963 qhis camp had bean praviously
closcd ia Deccmboexr of 1662 and rcoponcd in the epring of 1963;'

| Howard ran 1t until it was similarly closed down in Septemher

- of 1955.

Sy Brown deacribed wWillionm SQympur as a nice guy who 1

" now very -‘gun shy'. Ho: 49 not willing to talk about much or

anything. - Brown 1océtud him in 1967 thyough his sister, mra., f"i-J
E. A. Carey, 5234 Bast 1s% Street, Tucson, Axrizona. .. ,_T-n"“-

Thexre 1s some confusion in Brown's mind aa to the re-

'. 1ationship between Hall, Howard, Seymour, Caatro Alba, and

" mrs. Cdlo. According to Howard, he was never in pallas at .

" yne same time as Seymour. He disolaims knowledge of many of

‘_there for Miaml on October 3 or 4.  [It 1s posaible that
+ Hall, Seymour and Castro Alba- returnad +to Dallas after being

‘1n Maamd). . e e b s h T ignig

Harber,'genorally known as the “profesaor“ as, he had taught

‘Brown met Harber firat in 1g62.:, Barber appearcd to ‘have an

3lffif;.1ndiv1dua;h§9urce_ofz1pcoms as he raraly worked. He:had been '

[}

¢ Holl's activities in Dallas, saying that he just tagged alonge
. If what Hovard says i true, Hall, ‘Howard and Castro Alba e
. aprived in.Dallas.in approximately September 28th, and 1eft¢ha:ﬂ:;

The next paraon disounsed at length by Brown was‘Dennis :{fﬁ?*”'
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doocrihod him as an alcoholic, homosezual, Catholic and

-""P' “‘\ - .-. 4 o o B - N ‘
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: in celumbia in the 1950's, conneoted with Rojas. Drown , d,u"fﬁ';
. i & *‘To o
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70 ¥ galanglot, Ho was homosexual primarily whon drunlc, a close W% ? . !',
-#—_—" W i H %
rriend of Ed Collins and complotely unaorupulous. _ s | K

, In 1963, Harber haq a scheme t0 ‘blow up in Havana PP R
:-' ' a Yugoslavian ship which pliocd between Mexico and Cuba carz-y:lng ol

i : pnosphaton. Harber went to Mexico to gee about puttin;; an ‘ ' “

K explosivae devioa aboard the MOalavian ship wh:l.ch could be

9 exp;oded by radio. Howaver, Harber wound up :m a Mexican ‘ 1 , {

jail, ‘accused of agsassination'. [QUERY]
.- i ~ :
Erown interviewed Harber in.Omaha in June of 1967. He

appearad to be rrightenad to death abou‘.: somethi,na and Brown :x
attenptod to exploit this raa The only thing he would zay : ':
q- was that "a man by tho namo of Johnng Abbes had come to Miani" : :
Abbe\z was one of Tru.jillo'a killora, but was reoently killed !11

'oy Duvalier' s man

|

X « I

Zxovn next talked about Ed (:0111115, one of Harber's H.a_u_‘,_,‘_ 7:.
Y friends and room-naton. callins was mixed up with the S?‘eﬂﬁ
A Canadien maf:la. *‘In o‘onnection with the mafia, Collins 1s

e e ey

supposed to have contacted a man whose firat name is .'Ggil! ‘é’@
“Collina wes also nt::nmmp mvolved with an unknown Miami _ ) _
Juduo (ho wap pioked up by the police ono niz,ht 1n a car ,;- .

7 'belong:.nz to the Judgo's wiro), .on oaeaaions, collins had

- -1 1]
. 17 ” + l.
R ~_-¢." g 4l TR ! . * I
2k O A .,“..-'1 - he ' 1. St 1 | TR S S % ..:l.f-;_.l‘ l.-’ ‘-“,'.-l-'l' . ; :J:}\ _l-:..o:- S‘- o -i,_j_,,_ .:, e < ill
v . . 2 * . . i f . e 5 R i

. LN i

"ll.l\--l fap? s i . -‘:‘-.II )

‘II .

: o o }‘ .

A Tt el e £ A o e

. i e




555

Sz lavge sums of monoy and big bills bub was gonerally broke. |

‘.ﬁé?fiﬁifhollina alco had o good faricnd who was 'a pilot but Broun 6. ES%E?H f
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ﬁ?f': coos ot kaow hic 'name. ' Gono Gradley, 8 frdénd of collina, "

5 AN
f;::r’t°1° Broun that' Lee Hnrvey'05wald had broakfast with 00111nn iﬁip ;
2 . .‘.,:"
' the hoarding house in Mismi’ at which a11 the ooldiera r.:ni”h éﬁﬂfz

ﬁjﬁﬁt.misfortune stayad-; Brown 820 ho doea not believe Bradley .K:n

Dick Billinga of LIFE believes that, 00111n3 wan dn. e

. that ve might want to talk to one Bobby Willis. Said Collins .

j_drowned off Miami 1n a fishing incident.. He was & ‘superb’ .”f'*
iiawinmcr and some question has been raised about this death.';‘iﬁ
' However, Brown has heard that Collins and his companions ‘.

’tVf_had been drinking heavily on "this oocasion. L A7 W f*?j3fgf“

AS to Gerry Patrick, Brown rataa his oredibility as’”

2

Ffu“very poor¥. " ksl
Ao to Jim Lewis, his oredibility is "good". -
fipown knew Frank Fiorini and said he believes he was

i r

bﬁg man for the mafia. RS ; W . R e %
prown knew "Little Joe" Garman quite well. ‘He 45 the ; i%

son of a Jjudge in Bowling Broen, Kentucky. e was a wild i i
kid who was involved in booze, girls and gambling and 1s % g
capable of violence. Ne is on extremo right winger. Brown 'E i
* r ‘ F . l'

.‘.. ¥.iey ! " s, 1 " ARV T e A ) X ' ' Poki e ,' .r ...‘ .-‘ ‘i
< on this point.” L W R SRS Fpah g T B ﬁ?: ity

"f“f‘.Dallag on or about November 17th. As he recalls, there 15' ;fﬂ
a letter from Colliqgh which would place him in ballas at™ -
" ‘this time.' With respect to this ‘incident,” Erowp suggests ?jﬁl;',_

.._7,,:
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. play involved.
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bofiavea he will go back to kcntucky soon and Lecowmeo a
lgentlcman farmer.

When I asked Brown about Justin "Steve" Vilson, he said
he is still in Mlami but has been out of all Cuban cction .

for the last two years since he bocame married. :Brown said

Wilsonis orcdibility 1s good and will probably answer any
quesoionu.

Az to Youngblood, he said he has become the partner of

Robin Morxisis brothgr in Arkansas. . Robin Morris was in the .

'Green Ecrets’ and there is a blography of Youngblood.
As to Ralph Schlafter, Irown said that he was Eenerally
on the pe“iphery of action in Miami.

[I belleve ha is currently
under indletment with Maaz Ferrer].

-

Brown mentioned John Martino'who sald that Lee Harvey
Oswald had been in Miaml; refer to Jorry Buchanap whorcldims’

'

©o have had a fight with Oswald in Miami. : t. T e, o

Waen agiced about Xiki Ferrei, he said that he had died :

" of a hoart attack 1n 1nta 1966... So far as he knew, no foul.:@

- then aSJed the present whereabouts of LaBorae, he aaid :
2C¢ was presently.in ﬁiami woridng on’ the boat TEJANA - IXII. - B

o | mhig boat, 13 ownad by Fernanﬂez casa.. It 13 used for sun
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:runhlns and the expcnsas are paid by tho CIA... Drown sald
© ghat LoZordo's crodibility is bad. Ch ey

Speaking of gun runnors, Broun montioned Del Myers " 3

of Tucson, a roal right winger and an organizer of Amerlcan

. Vvetorans Against Communiom. The interesting thing to notd,f_ :":f

1s that this.organization totally disappeared after Nov. 22, .

‘1963¢ Prown has interviewed Myers but learned absolutely -

nothing. :
Erown knowa‘and has interviewed lester Logue. 'lLogue

:was ona of ten people who threw a party for General Walker

when he returnad to Dallas. ' Logue claims that ha:never paw

or heard from Hall after the abortive raid in the fali‘of }’fo

1963; Erown believes that this 1s untrue. Logue axz sent

monéy to Hall, who returned to the VWest by air. I '
Erown had considerable information on Richard Lauchli,

the gun runner. He said that Lauchli was a superb machinist. '

e took a load of arms to Miaml through Misslssippi during

the crisis there. Gerry Patrick and Steve VWilson became his

agonts in Miami ;Br selling the arms. Collins may algo have

' - peen involved in this. Lauchll was involved in a right wint

training camp north of New Orlcans in 1961 (?).. This wac &
camp on the property of McLeney that was busted up by the FAI.
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Drown also knew of a gun runnor by the last name of

' Marifo. He ddscribed him as a Cuban 'involved in the sale .

" of amao in the Miami Arca. In 1963, Gerry Patrick tried to

=, hiljack a cache of weapons from Marino. -He wont to what he

o thought was Marino's houne'and loaded up thq guns. ' In fact,

* and Joel Xaplan fled to Spali. He was picked up by Interpol %
= and sont back to Mexico without formal extradition. _When- |

.- brought before a Mexilcan Judge, he was turned loose. ‘However,:;i[,a

. QUERY:" What'all this

the cacho belonged to Cisneros, a person allied with Patrick,
. Wilson, Hargraves and Davis. Cisneros was a right-hand mﬁn
to Manolo Rﬂy.'”'."‘ CREERTEUE PR L B | r
, Eroun knew COlonei,Robert Castorr but would not talk'
~about him. [QUERY]. =~ 7 - : '? ' ' |
Erown told an interesting story'about'the IKaplen Fund.

A nephow of the founder of the fund, Joel Kaplén; is currently

in a Nexlco City jail. -He had been in Mexico City working -« .

for the Keplan Fund. A Puerto Rican named Vidal was killed

the police picked him up and put him back in gail. Joel's

slster believes that Uncle Kaplan is trying to keep‘him in .. £
: ja1l. " Joel's mothhr:%ent to Mexico City to help him and wau}a&’”'l’,-
_ besten up.A Ramparts reporter received similar treatment:-;ﬁhi;ffj{j
baé'@q do-wi;hithanJEK'aaaaaa;nation;ﬂﬁéé E;-“
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hs Drown is writing a book on CIA operations, he went
‘into this subjoct at some length. In the Mlaml arca, the
CIA cperated genorally in two fairly speclfic mannera. s

i_They would take an existing bona fide organization .-

such ﬁs Balcher 01l and‘ﬁae 1£ as a covof for the CIA. A .
good example is the Rex incident. The Rex was technically
lcwnod by Bélcher-but was actually-a G;A ship. 51t

Secondly, the CIA would create a completely phony
corporétion. This corporatlon would normally have fthe K
telephone number and address of a local lawyer and nothing
more. Ace Marine Survey of Miaml is a good example. Iﬁ-

cidentdlly, this corporation has three out of four directors

" in New Orleans. ' ' i
During the years 1963-64, the CIA in Mlaml made much . Vf;f[
use of Kanuel Artime, Manolo Rey and (FNU) Menoyo. Theaeﬂﬂl~3f oo

taree men were paid‘tb attempt to apsassinata Fidel wifh CIA "'

-~

money .

In addition, the CIA sunk much money in training camps.
One such was a camp in;Nicarago run by Artime when he returned
from prison in puba. Although hils original funding was $1,500
per_ménth, the CIA, accordlng to Browh,,apant 9 million dollars
on this oye;qtion:lIWhga.pheAgpqrat;on was,rinally.acrappcd,

.
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. " .the boats, plancs, cmmunition, ota., wore returned to. _ R | D™
| ‘Jlaml whoro thoy wero sold for tho bonefits of the Cuban I I P V.L; '

floadera. Broun fuela therc has been & great deal of corrup-' s ';T

:3;tion in the handling of CIA money and this 1s a good example. .. - " i

'

L _ the CIA leaders in Miami were 8o followns Richard 8. "
L 'Kaynor, John Chandler, Gordon cnmpbell Harvey w1lliams,_.ﬁﬂgnjif;%£' :;;

.Vif.Gcorse Woodoon, and.Roy Handricklon. Two of the principal ??EHQ }h {Tf?
. fronts they used were Zonith. Toohnical Enterprises ond The A i

él .= - Melmar Corporatlon. Thesa operated out of the south songus REPRTN |
[\ .. A : - H g ‘.".'.. .'-."_ - .|:.' ‘—{:_..._:3
: iy of the ldaml University, a former Naval Air station. The f:‘;,‘fi- e

installation has barb-wire fences, barricades, etc., and is -

.. strictly CIA. On this subject, sea the book "The Inviaihle

T ';Government" i
if;Tf::: Brouwn referred to a current Cuhan organization called
‘3; ‘;”; " ¥cuban Power". It not only has blown up ships and consulates, :':- L

‘. it ig responsible for the bombing of the Russlan Embassy in 7

}
gi : - yachinzton. The FBI knows of its members and activities but ].“-f
:i - . . has never gotten cnough evidence to prosecuta. -
: | _ ~ Erown uuggoated ohat I read the following two 1tems:“"
.3f{1) © An article by Andrew St. George, a Hungarian, in ‘
. Parude Magazine of April 12, 196ﬂ wlth reapact to. ‘j}':'-
sansination attempta against Fidal and -
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(2) An article in the States Item by B11l Stuckey on ‘0
CcIA training grounds in and around Ylew Oriecans. _ :
: Brown 13 on his way to Vitnam but is atill intercoted - .
in having hls book on the CIA published. A lawyer friend ol
o .of his 1o attempting to peddle it.’ Any informatlion uith i _f,: e

; Tegaxd to this matter should be given to his Bouldor ofrice; AR

. )
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Pan.harlPublicatiana, Box 361, Bouldor, 001orado..-~‘;. ot ¥ _“7
I R . . SN LS PR

2 ) 8 1 el DE
- oL W W W # L 4 '* o * '..: R a e T : 2
/! e i n s - st
\ ., . e AR ) " \ Nl el
. . ' v v p .y u & .
» A “n -t
‘. . 'y ) 15 S i e . ~ .
" o ' - i
. . .'
- | i . i o H
' et o ! t ' P L) .
: el oy :
~ . o 1 .
- e i . o doie s "
. : '
[ . ) .
. - P 5
: iy i S Y W G “, ) .
. N
N ." .
. ] « 8, . b
! L Ll di ! M ) $ B prar e b o
- . s
; : i _ ]
B ey . : X A GRlig LREeSE.
o .
. ' v el b (e g . .e
LY 1, '. L]
.
4,
] ) o T P G
" i PR e i Towta . TN ‘
v . ] f 5
- v 4 .
; v £ i ‘ :
Wy § 5 RN T ) ! H PR - KR SURRRTE .
oA 0 ot e ey T BT ‘e -
» hS : b : ) = "
(] b - .
1 ! '
i Ll '.‘.. 8 Pl 4 ~ . 5




