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@ ' . August 2, 1975

% Mayor Maynard Jﬁokaon

i City Hall CERTIFIED -

g Atlanta, Georgia 30300 ADDRESSEE ONLY

Dear Mayor Jaokson:

B When your Commissioner of Public Safety made his ill-considered state-

i ment about the assasdnation of Dr. Martin Luther King several weeks ago,

* I was, despite a long and disappointing personal experience with Black
abdication, shocked. That, however, was nothing to the reaction Justi-
fied by the conduct of your subordinates thereafter. From what your
Keystone Cops call an investigation to the most recent statement by Mr,
Eaves, : j

You have all made spectacles of yourselves beginning, tragically, with
?:ek Gregory, who has a remarkable incapacity for learning about hot
ORS, : . : i -

If there is less excuse for Gregory than for the rest of you, there is
no excuse for any of this irresponsibility and the laceration of the
souls of so many.

i In any investigation, serious-minded investigators begin with the best
& sources of information,

i How any of your police could not know that there was an investigation

# for the defense of James Earl Ray I cannot understand, They did know

i Ray has lawyers. So, in a lasting tribute to the spirit of Mack Sennstt,
they avoided the only one of Ray’s lawyers who is and has been active on
the case, the one who 1s well-known to the press as having done all the
legal work, and the investigator, o Y

I am the investigator. Dick Gregory knows this well.

And 1f everyone who was in SCLC's Atlanta office five years didn't tell
any of your police this, it was only from personal embarrassment over

o thelr own copping out.  Before undertaking this role in the defense -

& which may be the only way of forcing a real effort at solving the awful
crime - I wrote thélon}y book on the King assassination not in support
of the official mythology. I can't count the number of coples that went
to SCLC, including one directed personally to Rev. Andrew Young, to whom
: Mr.iEaves now says he 1s sending the results of your so-called investi-
o gation,

g Without exception, all were silent.

Congressman John Conyers is the only member of the Black caucus who
would even talk to me., I gave him books for each member. In five years,
not one has even aclmowledged receipt, a common courtesy., I offered to
go to Washington at any time thls caucus would care to talk to me about
what I'd learned in preparing to write the book. In all these years,
they haven't found time even to decline, another common courtesy. None
of those I tried to see would see me. [
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The nemes of those Black men who refused %o be invelved in even a con-
versation would make a blue book of Black America.

Thers is but one resl exeeption, the literary agent, Ron Hobbs, & fine,
sensitive, eoncerned human being. He soon learned he was hit his
head against two walls, white on one side and black on the other, Not
one of those prominent Blascks he represents gave a dam about the kill-
ing of "the black Messish,"

Aslde from Ron, the enly Black with any of the abttributes we ecommonly
call menhood wes a woman, Flo Kennedy., She, too, found nothing but
frustration. But she %ried,

If you ever waent an oral history for a Black university on the %tender
concern Sse Black leadership, especially his former elose asseoclates,
felt for Dr. King when he was killed, I'll provide an objeot lesson
for Black youth of the future., .But don't consider Howard University.
There was no member of its law faculty who would take the time to rep-
resent me in a sult for the evidence the FBI was suppressing.

If this happens - and I den't expecs it - you'll probably send a white
interviewer. The writer who ever #énterviewed me for any Black
publication was a white man Sepia sent down from New York.

The Johnson Publishing Compmny wouldn'ty even talk to me, None in the
Washington office when I phoned there and unless she lied, which from
her tears I do not believe, not Mr. Johnson himself when Maria Cole
phoned him. =

The performance of the first Black administration of Dr. King's home
town is worse than this cowardly record. It made a spectmole of it~
self and the terrible erime. &Ks Dick Gregory refused to heed warnings
in his sounterproductive o that helped make the Rookefeller Re-
port another whitewash, so did not one of you learn the bitter lesson
of that debaele. Having Jjust had a sickening proof of what he had
b::ught to pass, you all, without thinking, jumped into the same snake
PLG.

I take this time not for denunelation, not te express bitterness., These
would be futilitles. Rather do I hope that you, sonally, and these
upon whom you can draw and who will speak %o you (I'm a2 honky so nene
respond to me), will learn from this and will want to begin acting like
men end like concerned human beings, people who have heerts and souls
as well as personal ambitions,

You theought e qbout the possibilities of our system %o enter poli-
tics and o run for mayor. There today i1s only one way anyone can do

anything about the King assassination and that is by the systen
do its work the way it should be done. This means byhl:olp the in-
ve

sourt defense of James Earl Ray, a man who oould not did not
shoot Dr. ms.'

There are many ways in which there ean be effective Black help, all of
which by themselves will have meaning as t of Black history. If you
are willing to assume some leadership in s - and 1t will take very
little time - I can make other suggestins, I begin with one:

Help me ocollesct more evidence.

If I have enough to exculpate Ray before any honest and impartisl jury,
that is not eno and there can be more. You can be the instrument
for collectdng 1%,



W

=

@

B = S o R

.3-
The first way is to get each of those who were in Dr. King's party to-
gether so I can first interview on tape each individually without even
meeting him first, After that, there should be a taped discussion of
what each remembers and what that might trigger in recall of others,
These people know facts the meanings of which they do not know,

The second way is to colleoct other evidence the nature and means of which
I will tell you if we get to that point,

Because I wan®t only fact and truth, I would not want to discuss in ad-
vance anything I would ask of any ef these people, and I would want each,
after he is interviewed, not teo discuss it with any others until after
all the individusl interviews are completed.

If these people will not take the time to gather when they can do this,
g less desirable alternative is Individusl interviews, However, I do
beli;ve that a general conversation after the interviews might be pro-
ductive, ;

Should you be willing, I will later have other auggestﬁfp One is that
someone find a young and vigorous Black lawyer to be present at all these
interviews, one with the willingness to centinue with any aspeet of the
work. :

If your police came amcross anything besides the Byron Watsen stuff, which
I looked into years sgo, I would weleome an opportunity to go over it.
They may well have information that means nothing to them but can be sig-
nificant. They cammot have conducbed any real investigation of the ecrime
12 this short time. Bubt they can have picked up some werthwhile informa-
tion,

In the most recent of my many sults for suppressed evidence in the JFK
assassination, the FBI found expedient to certify to the court that

I kmow more abeut that crime anyone k the FBI., I would encourage
you %o believe that this is true of the E.ng assasdhation., I do not en-
courage you - I assure you - that in the“ocoursé of my investigation I
have ecome across leads to the asotual conspiracy., I am without suppert
of any kind or any regular income so I camnot offer %o fly %o Atlanta.
But I oan mee® with g:u afily time you may have %o be in Washington, which
is but an hour from here., Or, you will be welcome here, where I can in-
form you more fully,

There is another side %o thils I believe you should know,

A1l euthorities from J,., Edgar Hoover down knew they were fraukig Ray.

They also knew the nasé?might at any time come epart veri publicly, in
court, So they also have a baskstop pesition: Blacks did i1t. I have
developed some of what they will use as the next frame-up/whitewash.

Jim Lesar and I ere going to defend Ray as best we ean, we believe ulti-

mately with success, A%t that point, without support, my partieipation
will have to end, The past decade has been ruinous o me, end I will
not be able to undertake a Black defense.

So what I am offering you is a chance %o really do something about the
King assassination and at the same time a chance to help make impossible
another miscarriage of justice that will have Black vietims,
I do think, too, that this 1s an opportunity for Elack leadership people
to give disenchanted Black youth cause for having eonfidence in them, I
hope you will accept it.

Sincerely,

Harold Welshere



