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With Harvard's Dr. Alvin Poussaint At Portly 

Jackson eveals Profound Doubt' 
That Ray Was Killer Of Dr. King 

I 

PETROS, Tenn. (UPI) -- Rev .lease Judo 
Sen, who was with Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. when he was murdered till years ago, 
Met James Earl Ray Thursday htlii said 
afterward that lie lied "profound doubt 
that he killed Dr. King " 

And III another development, the war-
den of Brushy Muuntain Stale Prison con-
firmed reports that Ray, who Itrielly es-
caped the facility here lust summer, was 
apparently pleating an escape again this 
spring. 

Ray, expected to testily next month he-
fore the House AssassiLUILIOIIN Cummittee, 
has written Jackson, Ralph Abernathy and 
other civil rights leaders ureteg their help 
in his efforts to win a new Mal for the 
AprIl 4, 1968, slaying ol King at Memphis. 
Both mode it plain they sitlgntrt a new 
trial. 

"I hays profound doubt that he killed 
Dr. King," said Jackson utter a two hour 
interview with Ray "1 lial 
he was Involved but was not Moue 

"We have a moral obligation to go way 
beyond the realm of superficial vestigi-
lion that has permeated Ili is case," lie sitid. 

Jackson, who admitted III a "strong c1111)- 
timull urge' to Me Rey, said he limed the 
convicted killer was "nebular anti had 
"excellent recall." 

It may very well be that Mr. Ray was a 
diversion its a grander scheme," said Jack. 
son. 

He said that Ray denied killing King and 
"said If he had to argue the case it would 
be ill these lour ereas 

"He had low inothodtiet In kill Dr. King. 
Secondly, he would argue that he was at a 
service station and net at the flop house 
(from which the final hullo was fired). 
Thirdly, that his background In crone was 
for pay — nut In violent crime but mainly 
lit narco111151 hustling. 

"Last, he would say that the bullet taken 
from Dr King was never proven iu have 
come front that rifle (purchased by Ray). 
And he said the dumping of 	ticlunglug 
near the scene 01 the crime WIN au unrea-
sonable way to escape " 

Jackson was accompanied by the Rey. 
Janina Iswsun of Los Angeles who was 
with Jackson and King lit Memphis 10 
years ago; Dr Alvin Toussaint, n Harvard 
University psycluairy prolussur, mid Ray's 
attorney, Mark Lone. 

P011011111t said Ray "seemed a hit sober 
and a little bit sod There wag no evidence 
at all that he represented this raving per-
sun us described at times in the media." 

He said Ray told them tint al the time lie 
pleaded entity In lite tit MAO flint was Nell-
lanced to 1.19 yeas hi prison "niter months 
of solitary cuidlnentent 111:i ihtliti11114 was 
not clear and lie gave It more easily to 
persuasion, especially from his lawyers." 

Abernathy, In an interview with The 
Commerical Appeal Thursday, also had 
said he believes Ray was ettletl by the PHI 
and Memphis plaice Iti his escape and that 
Ray's escape from a Missouri prison prior 
iii the assietsination Wati engineered by 
someone 

Abernathy said he, too, is prepared to 

testify about hid accusations Monday 
when he goes before the Men Assassina-
tions Committee 

"I'm not convinced he pulled the trig-
ger," said Abernathy. "He may have been 
the trigger-puller. But tin not convinced 
there weren't mole people involved." 

Brushy Mountain MIA] Warden Slow 
nay 411w, questtoned about reports that 
Ray had plotted an escape earlier dim year, 
said the Tennessee litirean of Criminal 
identification (TRU had contacted him 
about a possible escape plot "three or four 
months ago." 

"We checked It out and didn't notice 
anything 11111 id the ordinary," said Lane 
"There Was iii NI 	c; 111.11Velndlil till Ray's 
part, unite el lies relatives callie into the 
area, and It never developed into anything 

'"!'here was a report that SOMMIld, per 

sons unknown, would drop a package pn 
the inotinta In (behind the prison) for him 
to pick up (after all escape)," said Lane. 
"Supposedly, they even had the exact spat 
picked out.' 

NBC news reported that plans for the 
second escape attempt were intercepted by 
thalluuse AssasainatiousConaltittee when 
Oliver Patterson, a congressional infor-
mant, stole letters from Ray to hit brother, 
Jerry Ray 

Patterson foetid the letters, along witll a 
map of the prison, in Jerry Ray's toilet kit 
while he was sharing a Washington hofill 
room with hint 

NBC said Patterson pocketed the lettep 
and map, left the hotel to go to another oge 
across the street, photocopied whet he heti 
stolen and mulled copies to the comm it tt*. 

The committee apparently turned tke 
evidence over to the TU.. 

,.1 


