Jackson, Citing Need To See Ray,

® “As long as these forces of ewvil

Ray plotted another escape attempt Rev. James Lawson, the Memphis minis-
(conspirators) are operative,” Mr. Jack-
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Civil Rights [eader Rev, Jesse Jackson
32ys he has an abligation to find out from
James Earl Rav if there was a conspira-
¢y :n the zssassination of Dr. Martin Lu-
zher King Jr., znd he has charged the
gress with helping discover the truth

Mr. Jackson wiil meet with Ray roday
at Brushy Mountain Penitentizrv to dis-
cuss R2y’s role in the 1368 assessination

Mr. Jackson, speaking 2t a press con-
ference last night at McGhee Tyson Air-
port. said 1 wouid be “cowardly to avoid

‘It wouid be
irresponsible
to ignore . . .
(Rey)”

‘Ray and the conspirators.” Mr. Jackson
5in town with Mark Lane, Ray’s lawyer;

member of Operziion PUSH (People
United to Save Humanitv).

“It wouid be rm=spansible 1o ignore 3
personal ietter 7 the man most as-
socizted with the murder of Dr. King,”
Mr, Jackson szic, referring to a letter
Ray wraote last menth arging hiack lead-
ers across the couniry o support his bid
for a new alL

*There s sufficient weight in the case
for the press to deo some mvestigativa re-
porting mn the Watargars spiric™ Mr.
Jackson said. “Thers’s snough smcke o
De fire somewher="

Other reasons Mr. Jackson listed last
night for seeing Rav todav are:

® Ray is a “pelitical priseper,” Mr.
Jackson said. To deciars him insane “is a
way of protecting somebody.™

s President Carfer cannot ignore
Ray. “He has a morai <diigation to n-
quire,” Mr. Jackson i “President
Carter said he did not fave 'egal ursdic-
tion of Ray in Tennesses — that .[is a
matter for Tennessea. He doesn't have
jurisdiction over Maoscow sither, but he
could express a morzl concern. Wa're
asking that he be conmistanr” .
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jeopardy. 1 can't pursue the haopiness
that has been guaramteed.” Mr. lacxson

said ais life has been threatsnes
occupational hazard to these wis
ralse the issue for democrac, and wustice,

 “We need to know the role of the
FBl in the assassination.” he
know fts role of smission or commission
is :n our national interest. Tyranny can
only be healed if it is first exposed, then
fought.™ '

the same issues as Dr. King did are in
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Challenges Press To Help ‘Discover Truth’

® Mr. Jacksen said Ray’s letter shows
Ray was involved in the assassination at
some level and is willing to share the
mformation he has. Ray may. merelv be a
diversion or a sacrificial lamp.” '

® “1 have a deep emotional need to
see the man involved in killing D, King,”
he continued. “The traumatic experience
of watching an assassinztion is aot 2asily
forgotzen.” -

Mr. Jackson said he is appealing {or
Ray to come 0 trial and that ai} the ovi-
dence Ray has be made pubiic. “Thers is
a legal obligation o respond to this con-
situtional request.” 4e said

Mr. Jzckscn said Ray is the “jack
Ruby” of the situation. “He and the FBI
files are the link.” he conunued Mr
Jackson safd withour Rav. the situarion
would be aven mera 2ifficuir to prova.
- "It 5 most difficunt to revive sublic
miersst n the Ray isgse.” Mr. Jackson
ldter. “The Tediz
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may very well Be he orimars acency
respensible for Dr. King's death.,”
Referring to US Ambassador An-

dmuf Young's statement about pelincal

orisoners, Mr. Jackson said people are
reacting more t0 embarrassment during
3ALT negotiations rather than the accu-
racy of the statement.

“In 1945 this country arrested™$3.000
Japanese citizens and put them in con-
centration camps :nd took awsy their
property.” he saic. “They wers ciearly
poiiniez prisoners.”™

“In 1963 21000 atizens were in :ai)
for fighung for the public accommoda-
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chegper fo
educcte and
employ
pecole than
to leave them
ignerant and
incarcerated

tions =8, basie Civic Rights legisiation.™ |
Mr. J=cison said the bill culminaisd =
the Cawil Rights Act of 1964 Y

“Im 1871, 13,000 inciwar protesters
wers srresied en masse by John Mitchel]
ang Rachasd Nixoa for jrotesting Ameri-
£an WEr chcy.

“New," 1e said, ““here are 400,000
U.S. znscmers. More chan 100,000 ars
biack s zrown or peor. Thousands are
thers becsuse they can't afford. to pay
bail benc. Thousands are ihere becanss
policzes e cenign neglect denied them
job Tmminz and reguced their Hie
IpLoes

<zl ssue is real” Mr. Jack-
"It is 1 nauonal caallenge
One rezson s i 2 young
€S 70 a Stale university four
ca§is less than §20,000: If he
. it costs 330,900
r 0 =zducate and

“Tae

empicy ecpie than -
rant zm¢ ‘nearterdted.”

deors. Scrmeorne’s golin !
um = @i forever without a zmzl That's
a poiizical Zscision.™




