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Illicit R
am

irez Sanchez, the V
enezuelan-born terrorist know

n as C
arlos the Jackal, had a reputation of alm

ost legendary proportions. 
Terrorist operations attributed to C

arlos before his arrest last A
ugust in K

hartoum
, Sudan, include: 

■
 W

ounding of B
ritish m

illionaire 
E

dw
ard S

ieff, a Jew
 w

hose fam
ily ow

ns 
M

arks and S
pencer stores in L

ondon. 

eT
akeover of the F

rench E
m

bassy in 
T

he H
ague. 

a
  K

illing af tw
o F

rench intelligence 
ag

en
ts w

h
o

 w
ere in

v
estig

atin
g

 attack
s 

on planes belonging to Israel's E
l A

l 
airlines at P

aris's O
rly A

irport. 

'
A

ttack on O
P

E
C

 headquarters in 
V

ien
n
a in

 w
h
ich

 th
ree p

eo
p
le w

ere 
k
illed

 an
d
 1

1
 w

ere tak
en

 h
o
stag

e. T
h
e 

cartel's o
il m

in
isters w

ere tak
en

 to
 

N
orth A

frica in a hijacked plane in a 
$
1
 b

illio
n
 h

o
stag

e d
ram

a. 

M
Th 

•
.H

ijacking of an A
ir F

rance jetliner to 
E

n
teb

b
e, U

g
an

d
a. 

'E
SL

 
• B

om
bing of the P

aris-T
oulouse 

express train, killing six people and 
w

o
u
n

d
in

g
 1

5
 o

th
ers. 

• B
om

bing near the C
ham

ps E
lysees in 

P
an

s in
 w

h
ich

 a p
reg

n
an

t w
o
m

an
 w

as 
killed and 63 people w

ere injured. 

'
B

om
bings in M

arseille's m
ain 

railroad term
inal and on the P

aris-
M

arseille express train, killing five 
p
eo

p
le an

d
 w

o
u
n
d
in

g
 5

0
. 

• B
om

bing of the F
rench cultural 

center in W
est B

erlin, killing one 
p
erso

n
 an

d
 in

ju
rin

g
 2

3
. 
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Terrorists board plane after seizing hostages at O

P
E

C
 headquarters in V

ienna in 1975. 

T
he T

errorist W
ho B

ecam
e E

xpendable 
B

y Jonathan C
. R

andal 
W

ashingtoo Poet Foreign Service 

K
H

A
R

T
O

U
M

, Sudan 

T
he end for C

arlos the Jackal's 
career cam

e here in a backw
ater 

capital w
here he w

as know
n for 

heavytipping and hard drinking. 
A

ccording to Sudanese and foreign 
sources, the notorious terrorist w

ho had 
eluded capture for m

ore than tw
o 

decades before being apprehended last 
A

ugust by Sudanese security police w
as 

seized at a private K
hartoum

 clinic w
hile 

under general anesthesia for a com
m

on 
operation to im

prove circulation in the 
testes—

either to alleviate pain or to 
increase fertility. 

H
e w

as handed over to French agents 
by a m

ilitantly Islam
ic Sudanese 

governm
ent that said it had no use for a 

M
arxist on a phony passport, then w

as 
put on a French governm

ent executive 
jet and flow

n to Paris to face a string of 
m

urder charges dating from
 the 1970s 

and 1980s. H
e is aw

aiting trial. 
B

y the tim
e he w

as captured, Illich 
R

am
irez Sanchez, the V

enezuelan-born 
terrorist's given nam

e, w
as 44 and 

balding and at the end of his tether. H
e 

had becom
e a victim

 of the C
old W

ar's 
dem

ise and the fickleness of the 
Sudanese governm

ent, w
hich proudly 

offers safe haven to beleaguered 
M

uslim
s regarded as renegades 

elsew
here, but not to w

hat it considers  

expendable soldiers from
 a w

ar of 
another tim

e and another place. 
H

assan T
urabi, Sudan's spiritual guide 

w
ho is thought to w

ield considerable 
influence in governm

ent thinking, said 
that if C

arlos had arrived as a "refugee," 
Sudan w

ould have provided him
 safe 

haven. "U
nfortunately for him

," T
urabi 

said in an interview
, "C

arlos cam
e on a 

false passport w
ith a lady supposed to be 

his w
ife," but w

ho turned out not to be. 
T

he w
om

an w
as said to be a Jordanian 

of Palestinian ancestry and w
as treated 

as C
arlos's w

ife w
hile he w

as in 
K

hartoum
. She accom

panied him
 on his 

public jaunts, but rarely spoke, and  

apparently returned to Jordan after he 
w

as seized. 
T

urabi said upon learning of C
arlos's 

presence from
 the French, 'I had him

 
told to leave as soon as possible." B

ut 
w

hen T
urabi discovered som

e tim
e later 

that his increasingly unw
elcom

e guest 
w

as still in K
hartoum

, '1 said, 'Since he 
refused to understand, give him

 to the 
French.' It w

as not a difficult decision." 
It w

as m
ade easier, T

urabi said, upon 
learning that C

arlos "had com
e from

 an 
A

rab country w
hich w

as in close contact 
w

ith the A
m

erican governm
ent"—

an 
apparent reference to Jordan. C

arlos is 
said to have traveled to Sudan on a 

Jordanian passport after living for years 
in Syria, Iraq and L

ibya, as w
ell as 

E
astern E

urope. 
"T

he A
m

erican governm
ent knew

 all 
about his presence here before the 
F

rench," T
urabi said. 

T
his seem

ed to reinforce reports 
. that the U

nited S
tates tracked C

arlos 
throughout his year-long sojourn in 
K

hartoum
 and, since no A

m
erican 

citizens w
ere harm

ed in C
arlos's 

operations, tipped off F
rance, w

here he 
w

as w
anted in the deaths of tw

o 
counterintelligence agents investigating 
him

 in 1975 and of a dozen other 
F

rench citizens. 
A

fter som
e early lesser escapades, 

C
arlos cam

e to w
orld attention in 1975 

w
hen he m

asterm
inded an attack on a 

m
eeting of oil m

inisters of the 
O

rganization of P
etroleum

 E
xporting 

C
ountries at O

P
E

C
 headquarters in 

V
ienna. T

hree people w
ere killed and 

11 hostages, including oil m
inisters, 

w
ere taken to N

orth A
frica before 

being released. 
T

he next year he reportedly w
as 

involved in the hijacking of an A
ir France 

jetliner to U
ganda. In 1982 he w

as 
accused in the bom

bing of a train in 
France in w

hich six people w
ere killed, 

and he w
as blam

ed in the 1983 bom
bings 

of M
arseille's m

ain train station, in w
hich 

five people died, and of the French 
See C

A
R

LO
S, A

25, C
oL 1 
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cultural center in W
est B

erlin, w
here 

one person w
as killed. 

F
ran

ce sen
t tw

o
 co

u
n
terin

telli-
gence investigators to S

udan, photo-
graphed C

arlos and confronted S
uda-

nese authorities w
ith the evidence. 

T
urabi put the best possible face 

on surrendering C
arlos, seeking to 

d
eflect ch

arg
es th

at th
e S

u
d
an

ese 
governm

ent harbors Islam
ic terror-

ists from
 E

gypt, L
ebanon and other 

M
id

d
le E

ast co
u

n
tries an

d
 o

ffers 
them

 training grounds and logistical 
support. H

e said S
udan is not the pa-

riah
 reg

im
e th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates an

d
 

W
estern E

urope describe, but a re-
sponsible and unfairly quarantined 
"state of law

." 
"T

h
e A

m
erican

s w
an

ted
 to

 u
se 

C
arlos as the final, conclusive proof 

that the S
udan w

as the hom
e for all 

terro
rists," T

u
rab

i said
. "U

n
fo

rtu
-

nately for the A
m

ericans, the m
ine 

exploded in favor of the Sudan" by il-
lustrating K

hartoum
's w

illingness to 
cooperate. "T

hat's w
hy the S

tate D
e-

partm
ent never m

entioned the S
u-

dan's role w
hen C

arlos w
as arrested." 

In
 retro

sp
ect, w

h
at stru

ck
 th

o
se 

w
ho saw

 a great deal socially of self-
d
escrib

ed
 b

u
sin

essm
an

 A
b
d
u
llah

 
B

arakat—
as C

arlos called him
self 

during his year in S
udan—

w
as that 

no one he m
et socially guessed his 

true identity. 
K

hartoum
's isolation helped. Y

et 
clues abounded. in a city w

here civil-
ians traditionally do not carry fire-
arm

s, C
arlos alw

ays had a gun in his 
belt. H

e w
as never w

ithout his L
eb-

anese bodyguards and w
ore a bullet-

proof vest in public despite the often 
m

ore than 100-degree heat. 
H

e passed him
self off as a L

atin 
A

m
erican of L

ebanese extraction, ac-
quaintances recalled, despite a P

ales-
tinian accent in A

rabic. A
 regular at  

th
e A

rm
en

ian
, G

reek
 an

d
 S

y
rian

 
clubs, C

arlos drew
 attention to him

-
self, tipping w

aiters generously and 
pouring w

hiskey in a country officially 
dry since 1983 and kept that w

ay by 
p
u
b
lic flo

g
g
in

g
s fo

r th
o
se cau

g
h
t 

drinking alcohol. 
"H

e liked his liquor, liked w
om

en, 
lik

ed
 h

is D
u
tch

 cig
ars an

d
 m

ad
e 

friends easily," said a m
an w

ho knew
 

him
 w

ell. 
W

hen he had been drinking, C
ar-

los w
as given to boasting about his 

o
fficial p

ro
tectio

n
, an

d
 o

n
 at least 

one such occasion proved his bona 
fid

es. O
n
e d

ay
 after d

rin
k
in

g
 h

e 
pulled a gun and threatened the son 
of a fem

ale S
u

d
an

ese frien
d

 w
h

o
 

scream
ed until police from

 the near-
by Y

em
eni E

m
bassy arrived and ar-

rested
 C

arlo
s. W

ith
in

 an
 h

o
u
r, re- 

counted a foreigner w
ho closely fol-

low
ed the incident, a senior S

uda-
n

ese o
fficial arriv

ed
 an

d
 o

rd
ered

 
C

arlo
s freed

 after red
u
cin

g
 th

e 
charges to the equivalent of causing 
a public disturbance. 

"W
h
ite S

u
d
an

ese"—
fo

reig
n
ers 

w
h

o
 h

av
e b

eco
m

e S
u

d
an

ese citi-
zens—

w
ho invited him

 to their clubs 
chided A

bdullah B
arakat for never 

inviting them
 to his hom

e in the so-
called

 N
ew

 E
x
ten

sio
n
 n

ear K
h
ar-

to
u

m
 airp

o
rt. "S

u
re, it w

as o
d

d
," 

said one "w
hite S

udanese," but "in 
the S

udan m
any things are odd." 

"A
t the end I'm

 convinced he w
as 

glad it w
as over," a friend m

used. 
"F

or m
e he w

anted to be done w
ith 

it. H
e knew

 he couldn't flee." 
"T

he C
old W

ar w
as over. T

he E
ast 

G
erm

an and H
ungarian secret police  

files w
ere m

ade public and blew
 his 

cover there," the friend said. "W
ith 

the F
rench pressing, the S

udanese 
w

anted to get rid of him
, but either 

the countries they proposed for him
 

refused to take him
 or he refused the 

ones w
ho w

ould have him
." 

D
esp

ite p
ersisten

t ru
m

o
rs th

at 
F

rance paid off S
udan w

ith m
oney 

and satellite pictures of civil w
ar reb-

el positions in the south, there is no 
hard evidence of French m

ilitary aid, 
according to intelligence specialists. 

C
arlos's fate has left an enduring 

bitter taste am
ong som

e of those he 
befriended here. 

"H
e did a lot for the A

rab cause and 
w

e used him
 and sold him

 cheap. T
hat 

is not good for the A
rabs," one m

an 
said. "W

hen it w
as all over I realized 

he w
anted to shout, 'I'm

 C
arlos!' " 


