
slim
 Lesar 

W
h
a
te

ve
r th

e
 m

e
rits o

f O
live

r S
to

n
e
's 

"JF
K

," it has focused new
 attention on unan-

sw
ered questions about the president's assas-

sination. A
t its conclusion, the m

ovie pointedly 
A

totes that C
ongress itself is responsible for 

suppressing m
uch inform

ation that could shed 
.light on such questions. 

U
ntil recently, release of the congressional 

re
co

rd
s w

a
s b

e
in

g
 b

la
cke

d
 b

y R
e
p
. L

o
u
is 

S
to

ke
s (1

)-O
h

io
), fo

rm
e

r ch
a

irm
a

n
 o

f th
e

 
delouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassination's, 
N

rhich investigated the m
urders of P

resident 
K

ennedy and the R
ev. M

artin Luther K
ing Jr. 

'rn 
th

e
 la

te
 1

9
7

0
3

. A
fte

r a
 tw

o
-ye

a
r p

ro
b

e
 

V
esting m

ore than $5 m
illion, the H

S
C

A
 re-

le
a
se

d
 its fin

a
l re

p
o
rt in

 1
9
7
9
. It co

n
clu

d
e
d
 

plat there w
as a "high probability" K

ennedy 
w

as killed as the result of a conspiracy and 
that the "likelihood" w

as that K
ing w

as too. 
T

he H
S

C
A

's official report concluded that 
tw

o gunm
en had fired at K

ennedy in D
ealey 

_P
laza, including one from

 the fam
ous "grassy 

kn
o
ll" to

 th
e
 rig

h
t fro

n
t o

f th
e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t's 

lim
o

u
sin

e
. T

h
e

 H
S

C
A

 d
id

 n
e

t id
e

n
tify th

is 
second gunm

an. It did identify three persons it 
considered likely suspects in a conspiracy to  

kill K
e

n
n

e
d

r...fo
rm

e
r te

a
m

ste
rs p

re
sid

e
n

t 
Jim

m
y H

o
ffke

n
d
 tw

o
 M

a
fia

 fig
u
re

s; 'S
a
n
to

s
,  

T
rafficante aed C

arlos -M
arcella. 

M
arcello 

w
ho 

w
as_ 	

ja
ile

d
 o

n
 u

n
re

la
te

d
 bribery _ 

C
h

a
rie

s
; is

 s
till a

liv
e

. 	
• 	

• 
The H

euS
e C

oirunittee's'investigation, W
hich 

follow
ed

, disclosures in the m
id-'70s of C

IA
 

assassination plots against F
idel C

astro and 
other foreign leaders, w

as the m
ost extensive 

in
ve

siiilitio
n
 of the K

ennedy' assassination' to 
date. N

eiertheless, m
any students of the K

en-
nedy assassination believe the com

m
ittee's 

probe w
as badly flaw

ed,-noting, am
ong ether 

things, that its inquiry focused alm
ost obses-

sive
ly o

n
 th

e
 o

rg
a
n
ize

d
 crim

e
 a

n
g
le

 to
 th

e
 

exclusion of other possible leads. B
y its ow

n 
adm

ission, the com
m

ittee ran out of tim
e and 

m
o

n
e

y 'b
e

fo
re

 it could answ
er m

any of the 
questions raised by its ow

n investigation. It 
paS

sed the buck to. the Justice D
epartm

ent, 
recom

inendilig that ustic
e 
	investigate certain 

m
a
tte

rs-  th
e-tom

m
ittee had not resolved. B

ut 
Justice pat on the m

atter for nearly a decade 
before diandising the need for further investi-
gation. 

The H
S

C
A

's final report succinctly stated  

th
e
 ca

se
 fo

r p
u
b
lic d

isC
lo

su
re

 o
f th

e
. fa

cts 
". ..S

urrounding the 
m

u
rd

ers o
f K

en
n

ed
y an

d
 

K
ing. it is essential," it said, "not 'only that 

persons be able to judge the perform
S

nce of 
the executive agencies but that they be able to 
judge the com

m
ittees perform

ance a's 
S

uch is the very essence of representative 
dem

ocracy." N
otw

ithstanding this accolade to 
- openness,

-th
e

 H
S

C
A

 w
e

n
t o

u
t o

f e
xiste

n
ce

 
w

ithout m
aking any provision for pU

blic access` 
to

 its re
co

rd
s: A

s a
 re

su
lt, .b

y le
tte

r d
a

te
d

 
A

pril 2, 1979, the C
lerk of the H

ouse sent1348 
b
o
xe

s o
f H

S
C

A
 d

o
cu

th
eats o

n
 its K

en
n

ed
y' •  

K
ing probes to the N

ational A
rchives. There, 

under a H
ouse rule, they rem

ain sealed for a 
• -period of 50 years. T

hey are now
 scheduled 

for release on A
pril 1, 2029. _ 

R
e
a
lizin

g
 th

e
 e

n
o
rm

o
u
s p

o
te

n
tia

l sig
n
ifi-

ca
n
ce

 o
f th

e
se

 file
s, th

e
 la

te
 R

e
p
. S

te
w

a
rt 

=
M

cK
inney, a R

epublican from
 C

onneC
tieut 

. w
h
o
 h

a
d
 se

rve
d
 o

n
 th

e
 H

o
u
se

 co
m

m
itte

e
, 

,:introduced a resolution in 1983 to m
ake the 

re
co

rd
s p

u
b
lic. T

h
e
 M

cK
in

n
e
y- re

so
lu

tio
n
, 

w
hich w

as reintroduced in 1985, enlisted 64 
io

ip
o

n
so

rs in
 th

e
llo

u
se

, in
clu

d
in

g
 a

ll o
f th

e
 

form
er m

em
bers of the select com

m
ittee still  

se
rvin

g
 e

xce
p

t fo
r th

e
ir ch

a
irm

a
n

, R
e

p
. 

S
tokes. B

ut it w
as never voted an by the full 

H
ouse and never becam

e law
 because of the 

o
p

p
o

sitio
n

 b
y S

to
ke

s. ' 
The M

cK
inney resolution adopted the guide-

lines that w
ere used to release the W

arren 
C

onunission's records. M
ost of the 300 cubic 

feet of W
arren C

om
m

ission records have been 
released by the N

ational A
rchives. W

hile those 
that rem

ain w
ithheld should be released, they 

are dw
arfed in- m

agnitude and potential signifi-
cance by the H

ouse com
m

ittees records. • com
-

m
ittee's opposed release of the H

ouse corn-
m

ittee's records until only recently, saying that 
the m

aterial it had not published had -com
e 

m
ainly from

 the F
B

I and consisted of rum
ors 

and defam
atory m

aterial. The first claim
 is in

 
• error. In 1984, G

. R
obert B

lakey, w
ho served 

a
s th

e
 H

S
C

A
's ch

ie
f co

u
n

se
l, sw

o
re

 in
 a

n
 

affidavit filed in 'federal court that the com
-

m
ittee 'w

as not able to publish everything it -
w

anted to publish or w
hich w

as relevant to the 
P

resident's aisasaination, as it ran out of tim
e • 

and appropriations.." A
s to "rum

ors and defam
a-

tory m
aterial," the M

cK
inney resolution w

ould 
exclude such inform

ation from
 release. 

- um
 

R
elease of H

S
C

A
 records has been sofiglIt 

not only by students of the K
ennedy assassina-

tion but by supporters of the W
arren C

om
m

is-
sio

n
 a

s w
e

ll. Iro
n

ica
lly, th

e
 K

G
B

 in
 M

o
se

ze
 

h
a

s n
o

w
 o

p
e

n
e

d
 its 

file
s
 o

n
 L

e
e
 H

a
e
rc

y
 

O
sw

ald to A
B

C
 N

ew
s, yet the files C

on 
accum

ulated at enorm
ous public expense e-

m
ain locked up in the N

ational A
rchives2

tfie 
keeper o

f o
u
r n

a
tio

n
a
l h

isto
ry—

u
n
til th

e
lr 

2029. W
illiam

 W
ebster, form

er F
B

I end 
chief, recently said that he knoW

s of no nation-
al security reasons for keeping records oil the 
K

ennedy assassination secret, and it is dear 
that the end of the C

old W
ar and the disinte-

gration of the S
oviet U

nion have extinguished 
this justification for secrecy. 

It is tim
e to release the H

ouse com
m

it fees 
records. 
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