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JFK
 files m

ay reveal secrets 
M

oves to open 
sealed docum

ents 
could show

 m
ob 

involvem
ent and 

O
sw

ald's ties 
to F

B
I and C

IA
 

B
y D

an Freedm
an 

E
X

A
M

M
E

R
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A
S

I-M
O

TO
N
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U
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E

A
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A

SH
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G
T
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 —
 T

he release 
_ of secret files on John K

ennedy's 
assassination could provide tanta-
lizing leads on possible m

ob links 
to the killing and on L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald's connections to the F
B

I 
and the C

IA
. 

S
cattered am

ong hundreds of 
thousands of docum

ents in C
IA

 
and FB

I vaults m
ay be the answ

er's 
to such questions EIS: 

O
P W

h
at d

o
 F

B
I su

rv
eillan

ce 
tapes tell about N

ew
 O

rleans M
afia 

boss C
arlos M

am
ello's com

m
ents 

on the assassination? 
11. W

hy did an FB
I official order 

the destruction of a letter from
 L

ee 
H

arvey O
sw

ald delivered to the,bu-
reau's D

allas office? 
In addition to the 848 boxes of 

H
ouse Select C

om
m

ittee on A
ssas-

sinations m
aterial gathering dust 

in the N
ational A

rchives, the F
B

I 
and C

IA
 hold as m

any as 750,000 
pages of unreleased or heavily ed-
ited

 d
o
cu

m
en

ts, acco
rd

in
g
 to

 

Jam
es L

esar, a law
yer w

ho heads 
the private W

ashington-based A
s-

sassin
atio

n
s A

rch
iv

es an
d

 R
e-

search C
enter. 

"In all likelihood, there is no 
sm

oking gun," he said, "but that 
doesn't m

ean there isn't valuable 
inform

ation." 
T

hanks largely to O
liver Stone's 

film
 "JF

K
," co

m
m

en
tato

rs an
d

 
politicians are calling for release of 
all secret governm

ent files on the 
K

ennedy m
urder. 

• 
S

to
n
e's o

w
n
 th

eo
ry

 co
u
ld

 b
e 

am
ong the first to live or die w

ith 
full disclosure. H

is m
ovie is based 

on the theory that an am
algam

 of 
C

IA
, Pentagon, FB

I and industrial 
conspirators designed the assassi-
nation because they w

ere dism
ayed 

over K
ennedy's reported intention 

to
 p

h
ase o

u
t U

.S
. tro

o
p

s fro
m

 
V

ietnam
. 

S
o far, the reactions'of the F

B
I 

and C
IA

 to calls for a public airing 
have been tepid. 

U
nder the law

, the F
B

I is re-
stricted from

 releasing inform
ation 

on sensitive investigative m
ethods. 

"If the C
ongress changes the 

law
 and gives m

e guidance that 
says I m

ust deal w
ith those docu-

m
ents in a different fashion, then 

the law
 w

ill be follow
ed," FB

I D
i-

rector W
illiam

 S
essions said last 

w
eek. B

ut he added, "It is alw
ays 

dangerous for any person to sug-
gest w

e should sim
ply open up our 

files because of potential dam
age to 

investigative techniques." 
M

oves are under w
ay in Cors- i

 gress to authorize the release of all 
secret files related to the assassina-
tion. 

R
ep. H

enry G
onzalez, D

-T
eass, 

a friend of K
ennedy w

ho w
as in tie 

presidential m
otorcade on the day 

of the killing, last w
eek introduced 

a resolution calling for opening of 
H

ouse files now
 scheduled to stay 

sealed
 u

n
til 2

0
2
9
. R

ep
. L

o
in

 
Stokes, 13-O

hio, also favors release 
of the records. B

oth m
en chaired 

the H
ouse A

ssassinations C
om

-
m

ittee, 
H

ouse Speaker T
hom

as Foley, 
D

-W
ash., also has recom

m
ended 

opening the files. 
In a terse statem

ent, the C
IA

 
said it had already disgorged all its 
pertinent files to the H

ouse assas-
sinations com

m
ittee. 

G
. R

obert B
lakey, form

er chief 
counsel to the H

ouse panel, said 
com

m
ittee m

em
bers and staff had 

unlim
ited access to the C

IA
's files, 

but to only selected FB
I transcripts 

of w
iretapped m

ob conversations. 
"W

e could have m
issed a crucial 

conversation," said B
lakey, now

 a 
p
ro

fesso
r at th

e U
n
iv

ersity
 o

f 
N

otre D
am

e. 
L

ike L
esar, B

lakey doubted the 
files w

ould disclose definitive an-
sw

ers, "but you m
ight find m

ore 
circum

stantial evidence that w
ill 

fill out the picture." 
W

ashington is aw
ash w

ith re-
cords that could augm

ent the pub-
lished conclusions of the H

ow
ls 

com
m

ittee and the W
arren C

oni-
m

ission. B
oth concluded that O

s-
w

aldw
as_the sole assassin. 

W
hat about K

G
B

 files? B
lakey 

recalled
 g

ettin
g
 a sto

n
e-faced

 
"nyet" from

 S
oviet E

m
bassy offi-

cials w
hen he broached the subject 

in the 1970s. F
iles of the K

G
B

 
m

ight contain w
iretap transcripts 

and reports of K
G

B
 inform

ants on 
the circum

stances surrounding O
s-

w
ald

's d
efectio

n
 to

 'th
e S

o
v

iet 
U

nion in 1959 and his return to the 
U

nited States in 1962. 
W

hat about the P
entagon and 

the S
tate D

epartm
ent? L

esar said 
that anyone giving a w

hiff of cre-
dence to S

tone's V
ietnam

 theory 
w

ould w
ant to look for clues in files 

there. 
F

orm
er S

en. R
ichard S

chw
ei-

ker, R
-P

a., chaired a S
enate panel 

in the 1970s that looked into the 
part of the C

IA
 and the F

B
I in the 

assassination investigation. H
e be-

lieves the docum
ents could prove 

that O
sw

ald w
as both a C

IA
 and 

- F
B

I inform
ant. 

S
chw

eiker said that during his 
digging he w

as shocked to learn 
that the W

arren C
om

m
ission per-

m
itted

 th
e C

IA
 an

d
 th

e F
B

I to
 

coordinate their answ
ers to ques- 

tions about official links to O
sw

ald. 
N

ow
 the president of the A

m
eri- 

can
 C

o
u
n
cil o

f L
ife In

su
ran

ce, 
S

chw
eiker recalled seeing a tran-

script of a phone conversation in 
w

hich C
IA

 and FB
I liaisons agreed 

they w
ould both tell the W

arren 
panel that O

sw
ald never w

orked 
for either agency. 

"A
 release w

ould clear the air," 
Schw

eiker said. 
E

xam
iner 

new
s 

services con-
tributed to this report. - 



Among the mysteries that might be Ourninated 
through document disclosure are: 

Mafia 
Were Teamsters Union boss Jimmy Hotta, 

New Orleans Mafia boss Carlos Marcello and 
Florida Mafia boss Santos Trafficante involved in 
the assassination? 

Earlier this month, Hoffa's lawyer, Frank Ra-
gan°, said that in early 
1963 he carried a message 
from Hotta to Marcello and 
Trafficante that "they had to kill the president." In 1979, the 

FBI bugged Marcello and made three still-secret tapes in 
which Marcello discusses the Kennedy assassination. In 

one, Marcelb reportedly tells an FBI informant asking ques-

tions about the assassination to "shut up" because of pos-
sible surveillance. 

According to the informant, Joseph Hauser, Marcello 
Rolla 	 said he employed Oswald as a runner in his betting opera- 
tion, Hauser also said Marcello's brother Joseph, when asked about the dead 

president and his brother, Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy who was assas-

sinated in 1968, responded: "Don't worry. We took care of them,,didn't we?" 

Central Intelligence Agency 
The CIA monitored Lee Harvey Oswald's trip to Mexico 

City one month before the JFK assassination. On Sept. 27, 
1963, Oswald applied for a visa at the Cuban Embassy. 
The CIA later said its surveillance camera outside the em-
bassy was on the blink throughout Oswald's visit. 

But on Oct. 10, the CIA tipped ott the FBI that it had 
caught Oswald in the cross-hairs of its camera outside the 
Soviet Embassy. ft isn't clear why the CIA believed it was 
Oswald, since the photos showed a man who did not look 
anything like him. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FBI agents kept tabs on Oswald in New Orleans in early 

1963 when he was distributing leaflets supportive of Cuban 
leader Fidel Castro. A few weeks before the assassination, 
Oswald was in Dallas delivering a handwritten message to 
an FBI agent, James Hosty, who had been making inquiries 
based on Oswald's receipt of leftist literature. According to 
Hosty. Oswald warned him to retrain from questioning Os-
wald's Soviet-born wife Marina. 

For inexplicable reasons. Gordon Shanklin, the FBI 
agent in charge in Dallas, ordered Hosty to "get rid" of the 
note after Oswald was himself assassinated by Jack Ruby. 

Ruby 	 Hosty complied by flushing it down a toilet. 

SOURCE; Esainnei Washington Bureau 
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JFK: UNANSWERED QUESTIONS 

ORAMCS 

N.Y. pro-Castro rally draws 3,000 
REU1ER 

NEW YORK — A controversial 
pm-Fidel Castro indoor rally drew 
3,000 supporters Saturday while 
more than 15,000 opposition dem-
onstrators braved howling winds 
and sub-freezing temperatun, to 

Convention Center. The rally, 
which made a plea for better U.S. 
relations with Cuba and an end to 
the economic blockade against the 
troubled Communist country, fea-
tured actors Martin Sheen, Harry 
Belafonte, and former Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark. 

protest outside. 	 Amri Actor Kris Kristofferson, who 
Security was tight for the pro- was unable to attend, had a state-

Castro rally at the Jacob Javits went read to the capacity crowd. 


