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T
exan

 aim
s to op

en
 H

ou
se JF

K
 files 

R
ep. G

onzalez 
says 2029 seal 
is 'ab

h
o

rren
t' 

B
y M

ichelle M
ittelstadt 

A
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W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 A
 T

exas con-
gressm

an says he w
ill form

ally pro-
pose that the governm

ent im
m

edi-
a
te

ly
 o

p
e
n

 se
c
re

t file
s o

n
 th

e
 

assassination of P
resident K

ennedy. 
T

hose files are now
 sealed until 2029. 

R
ep. H

enry B
. G

onzalez, a D
em

o-
crat, said he w

ould introduce a reso-
lution to unseal the records w

hen the 

H
ouse reconvenes later this m

onth. 
L

ast w
eek, R

ep. L
ouis S

tokes, D
-

O
hio and the form

er chairm
an of the 

assassinations com
m

ittee, told a for-
m

er p
an

el staff m
em

b
er th

at h
e 

m
ight propose releasing docum

ents 
sealed by the com

m
ittee for 50 years 

in 1979. 

T
he H

ouse w
ould have to vote to 

release the records before then. 
G

onzalez, w
ho said he did not to 

know
 of the files until a few

 w
eeks 

ago, said the fact that the records had 
been sealed w

as "abhorrent.' 

T
he decision to sea] the records 

has been harshly criticized by assas-
sination researchers. T

he debate has 
raged anew

 w
ith the recent release of 

O
liver S

tone's m
ovie "JF

K
." 

T
he film

, w
hich rem

inds view
ers 

that the records are sealed, theorizes 
th

at K
en

n
ed

y
's assassin

atio
n
 w

as 
part of a plot involving elem

ents of 
the m

ilitary-industrial com
plex, the 

F
B

I, the C
IA

, organized crim
e and 

anti-C
astro. C

ubans. 
T

he H
ouse com

m
ittee in 1979 pub-

lished 27 volum
es of m

aterial on the 
assassinations of K

ennedy and M
ar-

tin L
uther K

ing Jr. but sera 848 boxes 
of sealed raw

 m
aterial to the N

ational 
A

rchives. 
"O

stensibly, the com
m

ittee prom
-

ised
 a co

u
p

le o
f w

itn
esses in

 ex
-

change for receiving their testim
ony 

they w
ould seal that testim

ony," G
on-

zalez said M
onday night. B

ut, "T
his 

isn't a national security m
atter." 

T
h

e reco
rd

s w
ere sealed

 at th
e  

recom
m

endation of the com
m

ittee's 
co

u
n

sel, w
h

o
 arg

u
ed

 th
at th

e raw
 

data contained unsubstantiated alle-
g
atio

n
s, m

aterial em
b
arrassin

g
 to

 
innocent individuals and som

e m
at-

ters of national security. 
T

he assassination com
m

ittee con-
clu

d
ed

 in
 1

9
7

9
 th

at K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as 
"probably" assassinated as the result 
of a conspiracy involving a second 
gunm

an. T
hat conclusion w

as at odds 
w

ith the W
arren C

om
m

ission, w
hich 

concluded that L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald 
had acted alone. 

G
onzalez said the records' sealing 

w
as even m

ore troubling, considering 
that the H

ouse com
m

ittee suspected 
that a conspiracy had occurred. "It 
has com

pounded the problem
s," he 

said. 


