lir, Jack Rosenthal, Editorial Page Editor 7627 O.Id Receiver Road
The llew York ‘ines Frédericl, lid. 21702
229 West 43 “t., 2/12/92

New York, li.Y. 10036

Dear lir. Rosenthal,

I've just been given a copy of llanchester's 2/4 letter thus the delay in responding
to it.

Whether or not the Tines publishes my letter, I do think that in your collective
interest it is past tine for the Limes to come into contact with fact and reality.

To the best of my ability I'1ll :mnswer any questions. Bveryone is welcone to mtcess
to the 2H0,000 JFK assassination records I got under FOIA.

While the mass in itself frustrates normal journalistic interest ,Without at least
some farniliarity with vhat these records reflect it is firresponsible to pretend they do
not exist or that they hold nothing reievant.

The Times' rgcord in history over its reporting and nonreporting of the JFK assassi-
nation is not good and can't be changed.

Persisting on an incorrect policy after all these years makes the Times look even
worse and I regret Lewis makes a fool of himself in saying that the VWarven ﬁeport is
right bec:use it says it is right.

be does not inprove Warren's reputation in hisTory this way.

If Lowis had done any real work he'd have known that LBJ conned Warren into taking
the job he'd rejected as improper.

But what Viarren and the others did cannot novw be changed.

By itd treatment the Uimes has undermined its own credibility with a great many
people.

Sincerely,
) ." 4
o

liarold Weisberg



Willian ilanchester's February 5 letter, "lo LUldane for a Conspiracy to Kill
[President | Kennedy”is a remarkable self indictment. ,Eé’is magnified by his arrogance,
self-importance, pretense of omniscience, mis representation and, tragically, stupidity.

ﬁhite aside fror whether or not Hanchester, with exclusive access to Warren Commission
heurings, recordg}members and staff and his private office in the National archives, did
any real investigating for his commisuioned "Death of a President" - and he didn't - he
did a sophisticated Jim Bishap-job - literally hundreds of thousands of FBI and other
rzcords have since become available as a result of gf many FOIsa lawsuits and those of
others. I alone have ahout a quarter of m million pages in which llanchester has had no
interest at all.

Yet from his private Olympus he pontificates that "there is no evidence BEgREIX
whatsoever that there was " a conspiracy.

The Viarren Commission records overflow with evidence of a conspiracy but llanchester,
like the Comunission and the executive agencies, merely ignored it.

The simplest and most comprehensible is that when the Commission got the world's
best riflemen from the National Kifle associat@on, all rated "masters," under greatly
improved condition and after the junky rifle was overhaulfed,not a single one could dupli-
cate what the Commission and Hanchester attribute to Oswald.

L“c:>rn;ru:4:'y to lianchester's representation, the larines evaluated Osvald as a "rather
poor shot."

Yet lianchester says, 'I ﬂheeded'no authority to assess Oswald's marksmanship."

He knows better than the Marines, too!

In his boasting lanchester does not list the three members of the Warren Commission
who disagreed with the most basic conclusion of the WVarren Commission, aggbn Spector's
impossible creation of the singlewbullet theory without which all the known shooting could
not possibly have been attributed to any one assassin. Senatbé?é Richard B. Hussell and
John Sherman VYooper disagreed strongly, Representative Hale Bopgs less strongly.

If Hanchester had not kept himself so ignorant of the jublished fac+ual information
on the JIK assassination he would have known that Senator Russell encouraged my continuing
efforts to disprove the Warren fleport in detail until his dying day.

That he saw eye-to-eye with me on the theory, not fact, on which the ‘teport is based
is reflected in the enclosed memo to him from his legislative assistant.

Hussell told me that he told Warren to "just put a littleglk ol' footnote in saying
Senator lussell dissents."ﬁ% also told me Warren insisted on unanimity .nd that they
worked out a compromise. When the {eport was published the supposed compromise still en—

dorged the single-bullet theory.



Hussell had forced an executive session held September 18. He then stated his
position for =hw: record. Unly he had been deceived into believing that a cgrt reporter
A

Ly

was ;}regent. lione was. It was a Lommission stenographer, When wik -3
I gc:ﬁ ';;Lipzj;anscripg, it was a fake., The Tirst page was made to look like a transcript but
the rest was irrelevant paraphrase. (Wihitewash IV, 131-2, facsimile)

Oliver Stone im produced an exciting but very bad movie. lle announced that he viould
be reconding their history for the peof)i e? telling them who lkdlled their President, why
and how - non-fictipn - based on Jim Garrison's book. 4fter he got my February 8, 199
letter informing hin of first-person imowledge that Garrison!s book was worse than a
mere pewriting of his vwn fiasco, Stone began shooting in two months without any basic
change in the seript. From tim: to tine he preser{:ded he was not doing a movie true to
history bulin fact he never stopped representing it was factual. Yo, he knowingly mis-
led and deceived the people for his own purposes.

Criticizing Stone's disinformational movie does not require defending the Warren
“eport, amrj?ihony Lewis', William l‘lzmches‘g:'s and Dan Schorr's ineffective method.

It is past time for intellectuals to recognize Lyndon Jopmson's political savvy

in hi§ selection of the meubers of his commission, unprecedented in oufv history, +

believe. Hﬂhad five of the seven members of ? mt;_cr:;rlty party unfllg{‘eghe two Democrats
was a JFK follower, !

Appointing “darren chairmen immobilized his partisans, then and since.

Vihether there was no conspiracy is no more proven by theorizing than whether there
was. The Coumission's own evidence proves redundmltly that there was a comappracy only
the najor nedia 1gmured this contemporaneous}gnd continues to ignore it, eschewing fact
and evidence in favor of pontifications ant] theories.

The nation should be able to expect better of the major media as it should of the

Oliver “tones.



