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Re: Charles Crenshaw, M.D. and Gary 
Shaw v. Lawrence Sutherland, et al. in the 
18th Judicial District Court of 
Johnson County, Texas; Cause No. 73-93 

Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

With your permission, Gary Shaw sent to me copies of your 
letters to him dated May 23rd and May 24th, 1994, pertaining to the 
above-referenced case. 	Your valuable expertise is greatly 
appreciated. We are trying to obtain a copy of the manuscript of 
Never Again!, as we believe it could be of great benefit to us in 
this case. Some of the other documents mentioned in your letters 
could also be very useful, such as the speech from your debate with 
Mr. Belin at Vanderbilt in 1975, receipts for Dr. Humes' notes, 
etc. If it wouldn't be too much trouble to locate such documents, 
I would appreciate it if you could send copies to me or to Gary, 
and I will see that you are reimbursed for copying charges. 

Again, thank you very much for your valuable assistance. 

cc: Mr. Gary Shaw 
Post Office Box No. 722 
Cleburne, Texas 76033-0722 

d:\wp61\docs\crenshaw\letters\weisburg.601  



imperishable, irreplaceable evidence by a man 
qualified in forensic 

pathology end, second, the unhesitating accepta
nce and approval by the 

physician to the President himself? 

When all the experts were military men, when al
l civilians were 

kept out of the autopsy room by military guard,
 when the military de-

stroyed the evidence and the military approved the destruction of the 

evidence, and when this new evidence proves th
e testimony about the 

wounds was perjurious, criminal, and all of th
is criminality, this 

false swearing, was also by the military, is n
ot a question of some 

kind of military conspiracy unavoidable? 

And must I not again ask, is there anything li
ke this in our 

history or that of any other land considering i
tself free and civilized? 
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There are too many majE 

this kind of material. One i: 

of which he requires some pros 

instincts equipping him to col 

ited official willingness to 

considerations, moral, ethica 

for adequate research is one 

tion. Not on this. He must 

is hidden. He first has to 1 

for he is deceived and lied t 

has been deceived, and that t 

him. He must find people wit 

him. In the end, he must be 

In some aspects of my 

assassinations, this was nut 

finding and spending the time 

lem, and speaking to the peer 

and their willingness to tall 

ing and although my lack of I 

travel, I think it is probab: 

my investigations than all of 

of the surprising things is ' 

with me. 

In Memphis, for examp 

I sought to interview, none 

to tape-record what he knew 

ficial investigation. And t 

the only improper and, in fa 

the prosecutor. 

No single person else 

refused to sea me on the JFR 

of them objected to taping. 

it, those who had violated 1 

hibition. In sumo cases, ti 

But for the most part, they 

that their President can be 

without their being told by 

happened, who did it and ;0-4 

risk in their willingness tE 

did - and did not - happen i 

in turn, was investigated b, 

and by the government that 

alone. 
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On the left is an excerpt from the Xerox copy of th
e "Autopsy Descriptive Sheet" printed 

by the Commission in CE 397. On the right is the identical section of the "Desc
riptive 

Sheet" excerpted from the original,  which the Commission never had. hissing from the 

Commission's copy is the handwritten verification of Admiral Burkley, the Presid
ent's 

physician. For the full original "Descriptive Sheet" see p. 3
10. 
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This is the front 5:'e of the ons-paee death certificate executed by the Preaident's 

physician, admiral Burkley, Itit exiatence wee known to the Comai=zion, which had 

copies of the receipts for its tre.usaittal to the Secret :iv:vice. however, the Coo-

mission never asked for and never received a copy. The official certificate of death 

would seen to be fundnuentel tc any investigation of a murder, but not so far as the 

Warren Cm :mission was concerned. Had the Contission ;u-.-  this certificAte in its record, 

it could not have written the Report, as the r.ext page cakes clear. 
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To t1:3 Win?, House, Washington, D.C. 
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ta November 23, 1963 	 .
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• •••■ 4  
 StOratliaf 1.• .

•.1.e.....•••144, 	,,,,,, 

`/ 

COPY 
This is the reverse aide of the Certificate of Death wherein Admiral Barkley, preser.t at the autopsy, reports with assurance and precision that the President had received a wound "in the posterior back at about the level of the third thoracic vertebra." It is significant that Barkley provided this description on November 22, for it was not until the following  day, the 22th, that he saw and "verified" Dr. Boswell 'a 5.1.5.4.1ar locating  of the wound on a body chart, reproduced at p. 310. For a depiction of the exact location of the third thoracic vertebra, see the ekeletal diagram at p. 312. 
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AUTOPSY 	
V./ 

STARTED 	 HR.COMPLETED 	 

MAHE: 	
•"..-0. 	RANK/RATE 	  
? 	'..,° 	 .'''' 

DATE/HOUR WIRED: 	  WARD 	nii&O' 	;  sr.s 	- • .' 
„.... 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: RACE: 	 Obtain following on babies only: 

Color 

Height 	in. Weight 	lb. Hair 	 Crown-rump 	  in. 
Crwm-heel 	  in. 

Color eyes 	Pupile:Rt 	mm, Lb. 	mm Circumference: -. 	. 
Head 	in. Cheat 	in. 

WEIGHTS: (Grams, unless ptbervioe epecified) 	Abd. 	in.---- 	' 	,., 
p,  

LUNG,  RT. Ir I ..?-.1i, 	KIDNEY, RT.  41-3.01A-  	ADRENALS, RT. 	. 	' 

LUNG, LT.  elea-,_2 90  KIDNEY, LT.  Ho  ADRENALS, LT. 

BRAIN 	 

SPLEEN 	 

THYLCS 

LIVER  pi-d 	PANCREAS 
- -5 

HEART :SG 	 THYROID 

TESTIS OVARY 

HEART REASUREMENTSI A 7 5 am. 	 1), 	cm. 

LW 1-5 oz. f,711  -4 	 cm. 

NOTES' 

14.  "...e 

./6- 4-4-1 -13 

fiet 	7172.12/11, 

The "Autopsy Descriptive Sheet" i 

The only "autopsy notes" in the C 

this sheet. There were other cos 
Printed here for the first time 

L 

of the "Uescriptive Sheet.' Th
e c 

verification. A comparison of tl 

appears at p. 262. The location 

by Berkley corresponds almost ex 

310 
Pathologist 
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;O: post-mortem ex.:mina:I:7'. is obtsised by letter, telegram, or mccLsoicsNy para,-;:sphs l end 2 shall be completed by 	 tele- cord.:::-..ing telephone tall a nuthoriv.•:„ .•!..,0•04  10 this form for perm:scat 

Novez:ser 1963 
-., ._...za.minatioa on the remains of •  

22 

	

Kse.n.aLy 	 
• 0...4 ea floo—.41 

1,.'ntnirity is she gmatci fo: the preservation and sludy of any end all tissues which...taay be removed. Thin :..n-11,3::t.y &hal be liaised only by the conditions aspressly stated 	. • 

• 

&palm.  (Mrs) JOhn F. Kenr.edy 
I•u14.11.•••7 I. 6...4 

ACdrest 	  Address 	Whine House 

Washington, D.C. 

Authority 
toerisocat 

"..."he performance of the autopsy Specifa.d above is approved. • , 

SipMAIN 
 R.O.  CANADA CAPT MC USN 

C=7:1ndins Officer 

D., 	22 Novenlber 1963 

r•VC,,IAT•b• 104.4r1I■ CAToON (Few 1.,•••( •• 	  
. 	 1::"WMA  

AUTHORILATiOW fCA. POLT•kt:IRTI.A. 
' 	Induarl..n.11/c•drua 1,74 

From the official archive of a president's murder, this is the clearest copy available of the autopsy authorization. Line 2 sho,dd read: "You are hereby authorized to per-form a com,flete post-mortem examination on the remains of..." This authorization de-stroys many of the official myths. cle.arly, if the authorization is to be part of the "permanent file" and "authority is also Es-anted for the preservation" of all tissue removed for study, then the photographs and x-rays taken during the autopsy, government property, are also to be a part of the permanent file and not eubject to claims of owner-ship by the family of the deceased. mee pp. 101-2. Also, if the authorization includes "a complete" autopoy, there 
can be no excuse for the failure to dis..:ect the putative bullet path through the necx. Dr. Fink's apolou for this fundomr.ntal failure is thus rendered invalid. See pp. 235-6. 
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U. S. NAVAL MEDICAL SCHOOL 

NATIONAL NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER 
BETHESDA. MARYLAND 20014 

24 November 1963 

C-E-R-T-I-F-I-C-A-T-E 

C-1 

Ii. S. 
NATIO!,  

I, James J. Homes, certify that I have destroyed by 

burning certain preliminary draft notes relating to Naval 

Medical School Autopsy Report A63-272 And have officially 

transmitted all other papers related to this report to 

higher authority. 

J. J. HUMES 
CDR, MC, USN 

• 

r? 

I, James J. lint 

associated with Naval 

have remained in my p 

notes and the hologra 

to Commanding Officer 

24 November 1963. No 

my possession. 

Received above workin 

d'17 ̀ J 

.--„ • . 
Li 4  ..ivz-• /Sr .-'1•444 _• 	• 

This is the original of Humes' certificate that he burned a draft of the autopsy report. 

It is not the mama as the copy orinted by the Commission, 17548, which does not include 

the handwritten approval of hr. Burkley. Indeed, whet can be said when the President's 

physician certifies that he accepts and apdroves the burning of evidence in the crime! 

See p. 261. 
This certificate has led to the myth, propagated by Arlen Specter, that Humes 

burned his autopsy notes. "The record is plain," Specter told U.S, Hews und world 

Heoort, 10/10/66, "that there had been a series of notes taken by Dr. Humes at the 

time of the actual performance of the autopsy which had been destroyed." Specter 

know be:ter, since he put this certificate (absent the Burkley endorsement) into evi-
dence and hid it confirmed by Humes (25373). As the certificate on the next page 

makes clear, tht "autopsy notes" were preserved. What Humes burned he alternately 

described as "prelim nary draft notes" (above) and "that draft" of the autopsy report 

later revised, (21'373). 
Having beau assured by Homes that the first draft of the autopsy report had been 

destroyed forever by burning, Specter asked not a si-gle question, not even the simple, 

indispensable question' Why? Un this the Commission's record is barren. Specter, 

however, would like the public to believe otherwise. He now claims Humes "explained 

his reasons (for burning) fully before the Homaissiou" —in his testimony. 

5211 

This, an original copy, also he 

published by the Commission. 
made during the autopsy. "Aut, 
were preserved and given to Ch 
all autopsy notes because Blake 
in his possession until the to 
case remain in wy possession." 
ing autopsy notes begins. See 
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U. S. NAVAL MEDICAL SCHOOL 

NATIONAL NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER 
BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20014 

44,1;a1 

• 
..ply relw to 

J. H. STOVER; JR. 
CAPT, MC, USN 
Commanding Officer, U.S. Naval Medical School 

National Naval Medical Center 

CD  

ret\g-, c1.v44., '94-t` 	/ 541 

This, an original copy, also bears the endorsement of Sr. Burkley absent from the copy 

published by the Coanission. Here Humes makes expl:cit that he never burned any notes 
made during the autopsy. "Autopsy notes and the holograph draft of the final report" 

were preserved and given to Capt. Stover on November 24. Stover must nave received 

ell autopsy notes because Humes specifies that "all working papers" of the autopsy were 
in his possession until the transfer to Stover, after which "no papers relating to this 
case remain in my possession." With this transmittal, the myeterioua story of the miss-
ing autopsy notes begins. See pp. 145, 261. 
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SCHOOL 
d. CENTER 
0014 
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24 November 1963 
24 November 1963 

-T-E 

C-11-R-T-I-F-1-C-A-T-E 

t I have destroyed by 

ea relating to Naval 

And have officially 

to this report to 

I, James J. Humes, certify that all working papers 

associated with Naval Medical School Autopsy Report A63-272 

have remained in my personal custody at all times. Autopsy 

notes and the holograph draft of the final report were handed 

to Commanding Officer, U. S. Naval Medical School, at 1700,. 

24 November 1963. No papers relating to this case remain in 

my possession. 

( 

J. J. HUMES 
CDR, MC, USN 

Received above working papers this date. 

HOMES 
MC, USN 

e"e '' ti 	v 	' re-A.".• 

it,„,--1/:.s9`6 
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'..=: Z.;=.-x.e,taz Cfficer, National Nava: 	Canter 
▪ 'ne 	Zouse ?hysiciaa 

pr fecal in the case 
zba Utitez: States 

of John F. K;JazeZy, Lars: 

by ::and it 
▪ o: oAe aam?latca pre:coal is 

a'.7a 1-.%a vark ?spars used by 
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Thin letter and the receipt which follows are from CD 371, although neither appears 
in the Commiesion'a published evidence. ;awn Specter introduced the autopsy pupere, 

CE 397, int., evidence, he stated fur the record that L;,.. BI "is the identical document' 

marked CD 371 "for our internal pd'ivosea.: i2E373). however, the two documents are 

Esa the same because the printed exhibit emits these teo pages. duein-ausion accomplished 
many purposes, among them making it imf.ossible to trace the chain or possession of the 

vital autopsy notes. 
bony pages of notes made by all three pathologists during the autopsy were .we-

served and aunt have wean delivered to hr. Duroley un Aovember 25. Dr. dunes truss-

Bitted all papers in hie posoession to anaral Uallusay un eovembor 24, nod here 

Galloway clsisw to transmit all papers he has, retaining none. durkley in turn have 
everything he got from Uulioway to the oucret service on imvombor 26, ec the following 
receipt executed that day reveals. and there the trail ends. The Commiseion's records 

include but one cheat (two uides) of notes. none of which &era soda by Humes. see 
pp. 102-5, 247-8, 251-6. The one sheet published directly contramicts the autopsy 

findings an a quintessential point, the location of the back wound. cne can only guess 
what the suppressed notes reveal. And one cannot avoid asking why the Commission, 

charged with evaluating all  facts relating to the assassination, did not obtain or 

publish the missing autopsy notes, aria suppressede rectlipte docuwantiug their chain 
of peewee-ion. see p. 50. 
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One picco of bronze col 
is transit from casket 

Ono letter .• Cartificat 
of Texas - dated Nov. 2 

One carbon copy of lost 
Oi'ficer, U. S. Medical 
regarding confidential 

One receipt dated Nov. 
,drapes, and shroud used 

Una receipt dated. Nov. 
Elnetegraphic film. undo 
to PAS for safekeeping. 

An original and six'pir 
(Nay.Ned.N) 	• 

One receipt from FBI fc 
0.1;amination of the body 

One latter from Univor: 
School including raper' 
findings of treatment 4 

the Dallas County Nosp 
that three carbon copi. 

Oneecopy of au.4cpsy ro 
which is described in 
Dr. Gallaway. 

Transmitta: :.actor and 

AuthorizatLoa .for post 
General Lx.:a datod. Nov. 

• 

The Commie-elm failed to publ 
as pert of a published exhibi 
questions would immediately h 
list are a part of the Commie 
items, readily available to i 
of the arise. The Navy death 
aolution to that ori.a. See 
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L...2omm!,8zion r;:J. 

• 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON: 25. D. C. 

CO-2-d..wdo 

C.? 7nC C-1-116r 

Protective Research Section 
Novenbor 26, 19d3 

I 	I 

CALLc1= 

CuI 	371, although neither appears 
nntroduced the autopsy pa!ere, 
)97 "ie the identical document" 

Lievamp the two documents arc 
pages. Suppression accomplished 

the chain of possession of the 

, during the autopsy wire ore_ 
!ovembor 25. Hr. Humes trans- 

on ‘4ovembor 24, and here 
ig noise. Borkley in turn gave 
In i.evesiber 6, so the following 
. ends. The Commission's records 
iob ,ere made byline:ma. dee 
ttly contradicts the autopsy 

back wound. One can only geese 
asking why the Commission, 

,sination, did not obtain or 
Leceipts documenting their chain 

1:ocoipt is acknowlodged this date, Nov. 26, 1963, of the 
:ollowing items from Dr. George G. Durkley: 

One pioco of bronze colored notarial inadvertently brob.co 
in transit from casket in which body was brought from Dallas. 

One letter - Cortificatc of Doath of John P. Xonnody - State 
of Toxas - dated Nov. 22, 1963. 

One carbon copy of lottor dated November 26 from Commanding 
Officor, U. S. Modical School, concerning law and regulations 
regarding confidential nature of the Ovents. 

Cite receipt dated Nov. 22, 1963, for bed shoot, surgical 
drapos, and shroud used to cover the body in transit. 	' 

One receipt dated. Nov. 22, 1963, regarding a carton of 
pnotographic film, undovoloped except for X-rays, delivered to ARS for safekeeping. 

An original and six'pink copies of Certificato'of Death (Nay.Ned.N) 	• 

. One receipt from Pill for a missilo ronoverod'during the 
examination of the body. 

One letter from University of Texas South Nest ybdical. 
School including report from Dr. Clark and summary of their 
findings of treatment and oxaninotion of the Presidont in 
the Dallas County Hospital. Said lottor of traasmittal states 
that three carbon copies have been retained in that area. 

Ono 'copy of on-4opsy report and 110::::: of the exa..-.ing doctor \ 
which is described in lotto: oi' transmittal Nov. 25, 1563 by 
Dr.' Gallaway. 	. 

• . 	 . ' Transnittc: Latter and.7 copies of the above iton (autopsy report) 

Authorizat_oa for post mortmt 'examination signor by the Attorney 
Caaeral .ea dated Nov. 22, 1345. 

• 

Alonert 

The Commission failed to publish this receipt even though it is supposed to be included 
as part of a published exhibit, CE 397. The reason is obvious: had it been published, 
questions would immediately have arisen as to why none of the items included in the 
list are a part of the Commission's evidence. That the Commission did not obtain these 
items, readily available to it, is proof that it did not seek the most basic evidence 
of the crime. The Navy death certificate alone is destructive of the entire official 
solution to that crime. See pp. 102, 307-0. 
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KomacZy, Lars 

cncLImis: ccpy 

cr.or La::: his .s.-f.a:.itz. 

in co arc:...... tei.41 



April 22, 1903 

Dr. Burkicy t - 
• . 	. 

r...ort..J.$...you to release b rny curtody a./l.. 
oi' tLe 	 remedy, of which you 
Inao 	!.7c,..;!c:--..%a, Enid mir being held by 
Secret 

/ would eny,rcinto it if you.muld 	onirc.ny thin 
ineter11,1 v.:zero:lolly and turn it over for s,-,l'et:cer..7.ng 

b Mrs:. 17-icl.p. Lincoln at the iintional  
I am ..;c:iding a copy of this litter to l'..1r.34  
with instructions tIlat this Elvtorial is nct to be 
lcaL,.-3...3 to nnYOrle v.dthout. my  r.witt.ut ly.n..inirriort end 
apfrovel:' 

' 	.• 

Robert F; 1.-ennedy • 

• 

"V !CO Atd2:3,, Ccorue Cl. Burl:ley 
Phyolcian to tLe -PresitiQ.nt 
'Lilo White sour: 
Vieshincton, D. C. 

coAcre. Evekill Lincoln 

Note the careful phrasing of Robert Kennedy's let
ter, kept secret by the Archives until 

this year. Far from being a source of tuoarrasam
ent to any surviving Kennedy, this is 

destructive of the government's version of how vi
tal eviuence, property of the federal 

government, got into private heads. Robert autho
rized the release to his custody of 

only "material of President Aunnedy...now being 
held by the Secret Service." This does 

22t say 'material relating to eresident Kennedy,
" cr "material of Presiuent Kennedy's 

autopsy." By its terms its reference is specifie
r that which had been the personal 

property of the late eresident. Obviously, the b
rother, as a private citizen, had no 

authority to order the "release" to his "custody"
 of anything wore, especially govern-

ment property such as the autopry pictures and x
-ruye. If it were Robert's intent to 

authorize the release of the pictures and x-rays,
 then the resulting transfer would 

have all the legal validity as if he had authoriz
ed release of the liberty Bell. 

It is most likely that Robert Kennedy himaelf did
 not write this letter, and any 

notations indicating the real author or the typis
t are either absent or masked on this 

copy. 
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Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln 

National Archives 

Washington, n. C. 

Dear Mrs. Lincoln: 

In accordance 

1965 from Senator R 

attached list rolat 

FrosiAient John F. K 
the Archives for yo 
the instructions cc 

WitrICASCS: 

/ 

This letter by Burkley gives thr 

Kennedy" ham been changed to "ii 

Thus, what was transferred weal 

It is obvious that Barkley amd i 

the pictures and x-rays, were Si 

suppress evidence and misplace 1 



rt-Innoe to nr,,r euilat3,7 
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• - 
• • 

mould etr.:doinz=r) thin 	• 
-a It over.  for r•:,:to!.::::;:c.'•.i.ng 
the Rational S.:-.;c :•livos.;•  
Icttcr to L7r:.44 Lincoln,:  • - 

r.leterlat is rct to be re-•.• • 
.y 	verrnizoa rn3 

• 

%ley 

19135 • 	• 

' 1 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I NGTON 

April 26;1965 

Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln 
National Archives 
Washington, S. C. 

Veer Hrs. Lincoln: 

in accordance with authorization dated April 22, 
1965 from Senator Robert F. Kennedy, the items on the 
attached list relating  to the autopsy of the late 
President John E. Kennedy aro herewith transferred to 
the Archives for your custody, and in accordance with 
the instructions contained in Senator Kennedy's letter. 

Yours sincerely. 

.01  

Ccorge GOIBurtiey 
Vico Admiral, MC, USX 
Physician to the President 

Wi tnesses: 

. :•• 6,14-Lt.  z 11   1-3  1 
e  

'a lettee. kept secret by the Archivea until 
ant to any surviving  Kennedy, this is 

how vital evidence, property of the federal 
jt authorized the release to hie custody of 
Siting  held by the Secret Service.' This does 

er "material of President Kennedy's 
'pecificl that which had been the persona/ 
c the brother, ea a private citizen, had no 
natody" of anything Isere, especially govern—

l and a-raye. It it were Robert's intent to 
t-rays, then the resulting  transfer would 
Utharized release of the liberty Bell. 
Ihimaelf did not write this letter, and any 
' typist are either absent or masked on this 

  

Thin letter by Burkley given the game away. Hobert Kennedy's "material of President 
Kennedy" bars been changed to "items...relating  to the autopsy of" President Kennedy. 
Thus, what was transferred wise not what what Robert authorized to be released to hie custody. 
It in obvious that Barkley and Kennedy, neither of whom possessed or had authority over 
the pictures and x-rays, were being  used. The sole purpose of this, transaction was to 
suppress evidence and misplace blame for it, 
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