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11/18/68

Dear LdLV’J“)}LfD

Two of you have spoken similarly to me, eaoh asking that I say
nothing to anyone else.

Persuent to your requests, using my own spproach, in addition
to other thinge, 4 have written the enclozed letter. Resd it carefully
and 1ts intent will become cleaxr to you,

I thinkk the recipient will understsnd thet if there is an
error end it has the anticipsted potential, the responsibility will be
bis - publicly - end thet I mey see to it. Yet it does not say this.

Mesnwhile, 1 heve phoned Bud's home to see if there has been
any change in his plans, It iz he who ssked me to go to N.O, with him
for twow weeks beginning 12/1. He will pay the expenses. I cennot.
~ Although other work om which I sm engaged requires that I stey here and
do it -~ snd I regsrd this work as urgent - I em prepsred to do this. If : |
necessery, I walll go to Dellas first, although I now do not plan to go
there this soon. Bud is eppected home 11/26. Once I em in Dallas, except
‘when he has work he must do, I can depend on Penn for transportetion and
e pad., At worst, my enly significent additionel expenses will be & car.

I have alresdy phoned Paul Hoch and explsined what we will be
esking of him on the literature distribution snd Johann. He knows who I
went to vork on this with him. He will be preparing for this chore, ss will
the others. As soon ss possible, he will be msking coples of all the data
we heve in this area, including the FBI reports end the Secret Service
memo showing how the FEI had them turnad off imiediately. I use these things
in 8 partly-written book, so I ask you to use them as you must for investi-
getions but not publicly, in publicity. You should hsve all of them in your
hands by the end of the week, depending on tha speed of the meil. From them
youm alpo will get the nemes I gsve lou., Keep them together snd when I am
again there I will go over them with you and tell you whet I heve elready
checked into (Lou hes » memo on some) end what, in addition; we have since
learned. Ve ere continuing work in this erea, on the handbill and on B44. We
are, on the latter, close to s definitive answer, There iz much that rekstes
less directly on which I em also working. I will make sll of it avsllesble to
you with the understending that you will keep it to yourselves, for * have
the book largely written end do not wants the edge taken off., Fremature
publicity will slsc turn sources off. I think it cen be s very eignificent
book thet cen open new doors for us. Vince egrees, knowing some of the content.

Peul has obtained the ONI end FPCC files on microfilm, Let me know
if you have a reader =veilable and I will bring them with me. I may wsnt to be
able to show tha ONI file to Guy "ohnson, who supplied pert 4f it. I heve had
a long, plessant chat with him, so I know scme of what he sent, through chmnels .
and through “ubert (to whom I have slsoc spoken).

I heve slready assked the Archives for the Bensvides-Tarsikese reports
end any others r:levant, for the Garner Exiblt 1, with which there was funny
business thst escaped you (sees enclosed copy of my letter to Archives, vwhich I
sent after phoning, to try end expediite), for everything on Rush, including
copies of each print and film clip, for coples of the first or esrlier Jesze
Garner effidavit(s=), for the Kesack revorts of investigstions prior to the



assessination, ete. For those of you interested in this, I refer %o "0swald In
New Orlesns". There was noc disessoclation affidaevit from Xasck.

I have placed seversl other phone calls on this so far today. In
both cages, my men was not in. One is out of town until ptmorrow, when I will
phone him sgein. The other suould cell me beck today. If does, I will
add to this letter.

Since writing the above I have apoken to both of you. I need not
send both of you copies of the letter I referred to. I am satisfied Wede will
¢try, as-he said. The problem is thet he d1d not recognize the faces of the
policemen. * held off phoning him 2 second time, when he was not in the
Tiret. I asked his secretary to show him ths picture end them have him call
me back, which he did. Further, sn earlier check, not by an official like
Wade but by ons of us, got the response from the police thet the records
no longer exist. I wish 1% were possible for Jim $o understend that this might,
in fect, have been & booby-trap constructed after his sccusstions asgainst
Bradley, thet if he walks into it it may well be he csn never recover from
 its effeots. If 1t 413 not ed deliberste trep, once he mskes more charges
there will be no chance of eny success $o the work * hsve already started ~
‘that for no good resson he ¥ill be ruining it. At some polnt & hope your
;fﬁu will learn how to cooperate, for hed * been told of what impends before
left for Dallas I could have let other things go end werked personally
én that one. ) i f :

Moreover, something I forgoet until Just now, over my objection,
Joined in by Jomes Harris end Dick Spregue, Trent “Yough released the entire
series of plctures in = press conference in New York, on the occasion of my
speech under the suspicles of his group, end leld an egg. It is not just thet
he did ley an egg. If Jim now tries to do snything. with them, he will be
ridieculed as a copycay from cosst to coast, reteiling the evidence that cesnnot
be eredited snd wes not. More, he will - and rightly - be szeverely and quite
credibly attacked for not checking 1% out himself when it wes within his
eapacity and elearly his responsibility to do so. He will thus have done to
himself what his enemies could not do tc him. He will not only have demeged
himself, he will have ruined all of us end what is even less excuseabls, he
will heve destroysd the faith of all the so meuy good people who lonk to him
for responsible investigstion, not irresponsible publicity-seelking. + have no
objeetion to your reading this persgrsph to him or otherwise conveying it. He
will have entirely aliensted himeelf from what is left of the eritiecal community,
gave, perhaps, for those lickespittles Who only hurt him in eny event, who seek
from him what they can get.

I've got to get to the post office.

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg



